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KBCBIPTS FOR SOUTHERN MISSION. 
iS64. ^ 

Not. 2, Ber. R. Shields, Utioa, : $10 00 

2, Wm. Gregg, SaTannah, ^ 1 00 

2| 5 ots. from each of W. Qregg's throe children, Bella, Cal- 

Tin and (George — 16 

2, M. C. W., per Rer. T. Sproull 10 00 

8, W. WiUei, Pittsburgh, Pa 100 00 

7, S. B. Spenoe, Eortright, N. Y., per J. H. Boggs 6 00 

7, Ladies' Missionary Society, Eortright, N. T., per Mr. J. 

H. Boggs 6 50 

7, Wou WiUs, per Mrs. Margaret Hutchison, Pittsburgh, Pa. 15 00 

8, Alex. Wallace, per Dr. T. Sproull 5 00 

12, Greighton Orr, Middle Wheeling, W. Ya ^ 10 00 

14, Thos. Nelson, Salt Greek cong., per D. Gregg 2 50 

14, Francis R. Smith, Allegheny, Pa., 2.00, Jennie E. Smith, 

8.00, Hattie B. Smith, 1.00 $ 00 

15, Female Missionary Society, Salt Greek cong., per Rer. H. 

P. M'Clurkin 25 00 

Less Express charges 50 24 50 

17;^ittle BeaTor cong., per Porter and Atchison, 82 00 

17, West GreenTille cong., per Rer. J. J. M*Clurkin 12 00 

17, Home Missionary Society of Pittsburgh and Allegheny, 

per S. M. Orr 100 00 

18, Bequest of Hiram Mitchell, per P. H. Wylie, Rushsyl- 

Tania, 16 00 

21| Brookland and North Washington, per Dr. T. Sproull.... 23 70 

21, J. Russell, Deep River, per Dr. T. Sproull, 2 00 

21, J. Long, Fayston, Vt., per Roy. N. R. Johnston 19 00 

2^, Freedmen's Missionary Society of New Alexandria, per 

Thos. 0. Brown 40 00 

28, Clarinda cong., Iowa, per Rer. J. M. M'Donald 33 00 

28, Sharon cong., Iowa, « " *' 12 00 

28, Dr. A. Greer, Rey. H. H. George's cong., per D. Gregg... 10 00 

Pec. 8, Bloomington cong., Ind., per J. A. Russell 82 80 

8, Mergant own Society, Ind. *' " 11 «0 

Dakikl Kuwsb, Treasurer, 
1864. 
Sept. 80, Rents on houses in Washington, coll. by Rev. J. 0. Baylis $249 65 

80, Amount paid out for repairs, Ac, by * " " 137 31 



Net balance $112 34 

, Dahill Euweb, IVeaturer. 



RECEIPTS FOR SOUTHERN MISSION OF R. P. CHURCH. 
1864. 

Not. 22, Dr. A. Greer, of Rev. H. H. George's cong., $10 00 

Dec. 5, Utioa cong., 0, being amount of collection on Thanksgir- 
ing Day for Freedmen's Mission at Washington, per 
Wm. StevensoD, 86 00 

5, Daniel Ribler, deceased, per Wm. Stevenson, 10 00 

Less Express charges 1 25 48 75 

5; Lisbon cong., N. Y 84 00 

6, Miss Eliza B. Spence, of Kortright cong., received on 

20th May last, by an oversight omitted 2 60 

19, C. B. French, New York C^ty 50 00 

19, Abraham Baldwin, Esq., of 321 Broadway, New 

York, per Mr. French, 25 00 76 00 

The above amounts having been forwarded to me, I have paid them over 
to Mr. Daniel Euwer, Treasurer. It would save trouble if furlds for ihe 
Southern and Domestic Missions were sent directly to D. Euwer, Treasurer, 
Allegheny, Pa. 

Messrs. Editors will please publish the following correction: Instead of 
$5.00 from W. B. in last No. for Southern Mission, it should have been 
$5.00 from St. Louis, a Tenth to the Lord, equally divided between the I>o- 
m$»tie and Southern Munoii\ William Brown. 
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OUR TB8TIM0NT.'' 

Thk ways of God, as 'exhibited in his works, present to the re- 
flecting mind subjects of thouffht not less interesting than those 
which are brought to view in the teachings of his word. On all 
that he does he leaves the impress of his hand, manifesting his 

Kfection and excellence. " Th% heavens declare the glory of the 
rd, and the firmament showeth his handy work." It belonffs 
to the condition of creatures to be dependent. He who made 
them must preserve them in being, and direct all their move- 
ments, in order to accomplish his design in creating them. 
All are governed by laws adapted to their respective natures ; and 
tinder the ffuidance of Him who worketh all things according to 
the counsel of his own will, are made to accomplish the one grand 
result — ^the manifestatioa of his glory. Map, indeed, can under- 
stand but little of the mysteries of divine providence. It is high 
as heaven — what can he do? deeper than hell — what can he 
know ? " The works of the Lord are great ; they are sought of 
all that take pleasure in them." But when we have made our 
widest surveys, and accomplished our minutest search, we may 
say with humble and admiring adoration, — 'i Lo, these are parts 
of his ways; but] how little a portion is heard of him. But the 
thunder of his power, who can understand ? " 

It is of special importance to those who are preparing for the 
work of the ministry, to attend to the discoveries of God m all the 
ways in which he is pleased to make himself known. The subject 
of their study is theology — that noble science fliat treats of God 
and of his works. As light comes not only in direct rays from 
the sun, but is also reflected from surrounding objects, so theology, 
though an immediate revelation from God, is also illustrated and 
exemplified in his works. " The invisible things of him from the 
creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by things 
that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead.'' 

To you, students of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, the sub- 
ject of theology in the aspect just adverted to, has special interest. 

* Opening Lecture of the Reformed Presbjterian Seminary, bj Prof. T. Spronll, 
deUvered in the R. P. Church, JUleghenj, on the evening of November 14, 1864. 
1 . 
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2 ' Our Testim(mjf. , 

While, Id common with all who are preparing to be' ambassadors 
of Christ, you ^ed to gather knowledge from every source, in 
order to be wise to win souls, in view of occupying an official 
position in the witnessing church, the duty of closely observing 
the providences of God as they are daily passing before your eyes, 
rests on you with special weight and obligation. And it iarr-shall 
I say it ? — ^your privilege ; y«5, it is your privilegi to live in times 
when God is revealing himself in his works with a clearness that 
is forcing the confession from even his enemies that his hand is in 
these doings. 

We claim to be the witnessing church. While not ignoring the fact 
th^t other ecclesiastical bodies are dping good service to me cause 
of Christ, by bearing testimony for many^ for most of the precious 
docttines taught in the Scriptures, we still say that there are truths 
of vital importance in the great issue now before the world, for 
which we alone contend. The two witnesses to whom it is given 
to prophesy, clothed in sackcloth, a thousand two hundred and 
threescore days ^Rev. 11 : 3), are distinct from the great number of 
Christians who lived during the long period of anti-christian dark- 
ness. By their testimony the world is constantly reminded that it 
is subject to an usurper, whose yoke it would be its duty and safety 
to throw oflf*, and submit to the authority of Him whose right if is 
to reign. And now, as might be expected, when the end of that 
period is athiand, the efforts of the prince of this world to retain his 
power are becoming more desperate, and, on the other hand, the 
tendency of events, under the providence of the Mediator, to cast 
him out, more manifest. In what is taking place in our day we 
see the testimony of Jesus working out. its legitimate results. "The 
outbreaks which have disturbed the quiet of the world are owing 
to the progress of knowledge in regard to the rights of God and 
of man, so long disregarded and outraged. And this increase of 
knowledge is due to the faithfulness of the witnesses of Chrirt in 
maintainmg his truth before the world. 

In directing yoqr attention to the testimony of the church in this 
land, I will set before you its matter^ its form and its' results. 

1. The matter of our testimony. What is that for which we are to 
bear witness ? The answer to this question is, that it is, in general, 
the truth. The term truth is used here not in a wide, but in a 
limited sense. Facts that are supported by merely human testi- 
mony, or that r^t on the evidence of our senses, or are brought out 
by demonstration, enter not into the questions at issue between 
Christ and the world. Important as these are in their own place, 
they are of little account in determining this great controversy. 
The truth that belongs to the testimony of the church is revealed 
truth, accredited by the word of Him who -cannot lie. All that 
God has been pteased to make known to man as the rule of his 
faith, and of his duty, what he is to believe, and what he is to do, 
constitutes the divinely appointed means of curing the moral 
disease that sin has brought on the world. "Ye shall know the 
truth, and the truth shall make you free." 



! Our Teftimonj/. 8 

Divine truth is a system ; a perfect and complete whole. Its 
completeness excludes the idea of either increase or diminution. 
To take from or add to it would alike impair its power, and hinder its 
e£%ct. Infinite wisdom saw with perfect clearness what appliances 
were suited to accomplish the design, beneficent and righteous, of 
restoring this revolted province to its true place in the moral 
universe. In its nature, truth possesses a perfect adaptation to 
that end ; and its conduciveness as a living,, active agency to work 
out the purpose of its author, evinces that it '• cometh from him 
who is wonderful in counsel, and excellent in knowledge.*' It is 
not then for man to add to or take from it, as though it was defec- 
tive or redundant. Still less is it for him to reject it altogether, and 
attempt in his pride and folly to devise schemes for couductine 
human afiairs, that leave God and his truth out of view. All such 
devices, however much they may seem to promise, must end in 
disappointment and ruin. The hand of G-od is against them. 
** He disappointeth the devices of the crafty, so that their hands 
cannot perform their enterprise. He taketb the wise in their own 
cr^tiness, and the counsel of the wicked is carried headlong.** 
And he employs earnest contending for the faith once delivered 
to the saints, in frustrating human undertakings. The testimony 
of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy, and by the word of their testimony 
the witnesses overcome. 

It is, moreover, for the present truth that the witnesses must 
contend. That the testimony of the church is progressive, arisen 
from its very design, which is to substantiate certain facts neces- 
sary to a right decision of the case on trial. These facts must be 
taken in a certain order, and the testimony heard in regard to each 
as it comes up for consideration. This rule is of special import- 
ance in regard to the great controversy on which the witnesses are " 
required to testify, rlea after plea is brought forward by the 
"prince of this world ** to sustain, before the successive generations 
of men, his claim on their fealty and allegiance. It is not his 
policy to assail every part of the citadel of truth at once. He 
seeks for the vulnerable and unguarded points, that he may charge 
on them with success. As in a siege the besieged sedulously 
watch the movements of the assailants, to meet them in the breach 
and repel them ; so in the defense of truth it is all important to 
observe closely where error has planted its heaviest artillery, in 
order to meet it with determined and effectual resistance. 
Hence the earnest exhortation of Peter to the Christians in every 
age, to be " established in the present truth." 

But the friends of truth are not to remain satisfied with acting 
merely on the defensive. It must be remembered that it was 
through error and falsehood that the world was drawn away from 
its allegiance to God, and brought under the dominion of the devil. 
And by these same appliances it is still held in bondage. It is the 
mission of the church to cast out the ursurper, and destroy his 
kingdom. For this end she is equipped with suitable armor. " By 
the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armor of righteous- 
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ness on the right hand and on the left" " The weapons of onr 
warfare are mighty, through God, to the pulling down of stronff- 
holds." Christ came not to send peace on the earth, but a swora. 
He came to subdue to himself those who, conspiring with the first 
traitor, had declared war against his ffovernment. Hence the 
testimony by which the enemies of the church are overcome, 
must be aggressive. Those truths that strike directly at the power 
of the usurper, are the truths that must have special prominence 
in this moral warfare. 

It is by means of civil power, based on false principles, and 
managed by ungodly men, that the arch-traitor has held out so 
long against the aggressive eflTorts of the church. In no form has 
man more boldly proclaimed his independence of his Maker, than 
in the civil institutions that he has set up. In these, as if in defi- 
ance of the Almighty, he claims to be sovereign and absolute. 
The charge brought against Israel may be applied to every gov- 
ernment under the sun: "They have set up kings, but not by 
me.'* Practically ignoring God, and claiming to be independent 
of him, civil governments, as now constituted, stand in the attitude 
of hostility to him and his cause. Imbued with the spirit of the 
world, and acting for its interests, they oppose with uncompro- 
mising hostility the kingdom of Christ. 

Against these the testimony of the witnesses is to be directed. 
Those truths which the nations of the earth disregard, are the 
agencies, when properly used, of overturning their strongholds of 
disloyalty to the King of kings. Their denial that there is any 
power higher than human, to which nations are accountable, must 
be met by the declaration that. Jesus Christ is the Prince of the 
kings of the earth, the Governor among the nations. And that 
this will provoke the rage of these usurpers of Christ's rights, and 
expose the witnesses to their cruelty, should not deter them from 
uttering the whole truth, but rather stimulate and animate them 
to greater faithfulness, evincing, as it does, that their testimony is 
producing its effect, and that the consummation of their work is 
not far distant. The two witnesses torment the men who dwell on 
the earth. In the great revolution which is proclaimed by the 
sounding of the seventh trumpet, the voice of the four and twenty 
elders was heard ascribing praise to God in words of deep signifi- 
cance : " The nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the 
time of the dead that they should be judged, abd that thou shouldest 
give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and 
them that fear thy name, small and great ; and shouldest destroy 
them which destroy the earth." Rev. 11 : 18. 

Truth, then, — divine and precious, — the present truth, opposed 
and hated by the world; aggressive truth, that strikes at the 
foundation of all such human organizations as dishonor God by 
rejecting his authority, constitutes the matter of the testimony by 
which the powers of darkness shall be overcome, and the kingdom 
of Christ established on the earth. 

n. The form of the ieaimony next demands our attention. 



Our Testimony. 6 

Much depends on the manner in which this potent agency is used; 
in order to accomplish the results. Truth is effective in proportion 
as it is applied according /to the design and appointment of its 
author. I remark : — 

In the first place, that the doctrines taught in the word of God 
must be exhibited in an embodied form, as in direct antagonism to. 
all systems of error and ungodliness. Truth, as presented in the 
Bible, is authoritative, and, therefore, detached and fragmentary. 
Being the word of God, it did not need to be exhibited in logical con- 
nection, in order to be received into the heart made teachable by the 
Holy Spirit. It is addressed to our faith, and is believed implicitly 
on the attestation of its author. It is the property of God*s re- 
deemed people, to be used for their own comfort and edification, 
and for the overthrow of the powers of darkness with which they 
are in conflict. To make it effectual to this latter end, it must be 
reduced to a system, that it may be adapted to the use of the 
Christian soldier. His loins must be girt about with truth. 

This adjustment was made by the Reformed Presbyterian Church 
in this land, in drawing up the compend of divine truth, called 
"Reformation Principles Exhibited.** Her confession of faith was 
that prepared by the Westminster Assembly, as adopted by the 
Church of Scotland. That document, containing a summary of 
scripture doctrine, was designed to be the bond of visible ecclesi- 
astical union. It was fitted for the church in all places, and at 
all times. A declaration of belief of it was required in order to 
membership in the church. It was the test and standard of unity, 
to depart from which was schism. Hence a confession of faith is 
necessary in every condition of the church. She must always have, 
and use the truth as the great attractive force that holds together 
the different members of the same body. 

A Testimony, though its matter is the same, yet in its form is 
quite different from a confession. It respects a condition of things 
in which the church has to contend witn opposition, whether dis- 
guised or avowed. The witnessing church knew this. She saw 
that the same truth that tended to her consolidation and strength, . 
offered itself as a ready weapon of defense and assault against her 
enemies. As light drives away darkness, so does truth drive away 
error. In order to this, it must be held forth as exposing error in 
all its forms, and condemning it. Its voice must be heard uttering 
distinct testimony in the great issue between Christ and the world. 

It was thus our fathers in this country understood the work 
devolving on them, and well thej^ performed it. Soon after the 
church put on a regular organization, she issued her Act, Declara- 
tion ana Testimony, in which she condemns the various errors bj'^ 
which the truth is opposed, and testifies against all who maintain 
them. This Testimony was solemnly adopted as one of the subor- 
dinate standards of the church, and an approval of it was required 
as a term of communion. It was published to the world, and has 
gone through several editions. To the community it declares, in 
explicit language, the truths which men must believe and exemplify 
ijD practice, in order to their individual and aociaX leg^^v^^t^Niva^:^* 
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In our Testimony, those truths which are aggressive in their 
character, and on that acfcount of greatest importance, occupy a 
conspicuous place. Covenanters, though not politicians, were not 
unskilled in the science of government. They had learned, in the 
school of persecution, lessons on the subject of divine and human 
rights which they remembered, and which they taught to their 
children. That God is the source, the divine law the rule, and 
the Mediator the head of all lawfully constituted civil authority* 
thev believed and maintained. Finding a government in this land 
without any of these qualifications, they refused to acknowledge 
it as God's ordinance. Those great truths of divine revelation so 
shamefully i^ored by the framers of the Constitution, they embla- 
zoned on their standard, that they might be public witnesses against 
the infi^dity and ungodliness of the nation. 

In the second place, the acts and decisions of the courts of the 
church must also bear witness to the truth. Courts are appointed 
by Christ for administering the government of the church. Through 
them, as an organized body, she wields efiective power both tor 
the well-ordering of her internal affairs, and for carrying forward 
her work of subjugating the world to Christ. Whether in deciding 
appeals, emitting warnmgs, or noting "the signs of the times," 
her voice must always be in unison with the utterance of her pub- 
lished Testimony, giving it effect and force. 

And such was the case with the witnessing church from her 
organization in this land. At a very early period she passed acts 
in which, on what were shown to be valid grounds, she prohibited 
-her members from voting and sitting on juries. In her synodical, 
and often in her presbyterial meetings, questions arose that re- 
spected the conflict of truth with error, and ever in so far as her 
courts were fkithful, truth was sustained and error condemned. 
In all those important papers emitted by synod, called " Causes of 
Fasting,'' the Testimony was lifted up against the ungodliness of 
the land as seen in the Constitution and laws, as well as in the 
conduct of the rulers and of the great mass of the people. 

In the third place: The press and the pulpit, those efficient ap- 
pliances in a moral warfare, were employed in maintaining the 
truth. At an early day, by means of the press our principles were 
widely circulated. Discourses in condemnation of slavery, in 
maintenance of the Headship of Messiah over the nations, the 
supreme obligation of the law of God, and kindred subjects, were 
published and read with avidity by our own people and many 
others. Some of those sermons are still to be found, bearing marks 
of beinor well read, and making it manifest that God raised up the 
right kind of men for the work of giving the Testimony of the 
church that form and effect that was needed in a community ig- 
norant of, or hostile to the truths maintained in it. 

And the pulpit, that too little appreciated power both by friends 
and foes, was far from silent in regard to the truth bearing on the 
great controversy. Testimony-preaching was a favorite designation 
of pulpit exbibitioBB by ministers of the olden time. The sin of 
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the nation in holding the African in bondage — its infidelity in 
leaving out of its Constitution all reference to God, his law and his 
Son — the irreligion and ungodliness of its rulers, were themes which 
they often selected, and on which they waxed warm and loud and 
eloquent. On Saturdays before the administration of the Lord's 
Supper, in explaining the terms of communion, and on Mon- 
days after that solemnity, they were carelRil to give utterance dis- 
tinct and faithful in behalf of truth denied and opposed. The 
minister who on those occasions would omit this, exposed himself 
justly to suspicion for unfaithfulness to the Testimonv he had sol- 
emnly at his ordination sworn to maintain. Nor was there any nice 
mincing of words. When an error was pointed out and refuted, 
the hearers were not left in uncertainty as to those who held it. 
Hot only did they condemn errors, but they pointedly testified 
against those who maintained them. 

In the fourth place : The testimony of the church was practically 
maintained. The adage that "actions speak louder than words," 
is not more common than true. Principles must be exemplified in 
order to be of practical value. A witness who, by his conduct, 
evinces that he does not believe the fact to which he testifies, is 
disqualified. He would be accounted a false witness ; his testimonv 
would not be believed. A convicted thief would not be credited, 
though he should swear a hundred times that he was an honest 
man. 

This rule of evidence has an important bearing in the case of 
giving testimony for Christ against usurpers of his rights. Such 
are all national organizations that are constituted without regard 
to his supremacy as the Most High over all the earth. They say, 
by their neglect of his claims, "we will not have this man to reign 
over us.*' They refuse to "kiss the Son,'* and place themselves in 
the attitude of rebels against his government. No other construc- 
tion can be put on the conduct of a subject that tefuses to acknow- 
ledge and obey the authority that has jurisdiction over him. The 
rebellion of the Southern States furnishes a pertinent illustration 
of this. The withdrawal of those States from the Union, and their 
forming a confederacy within the limits of the United States Gov- 
ernment, was rebellion, though they had not performed one act of 
open hostility. The rule is, "he that is not for us is against us." 
Tried by this rule, the Government of the United States is against 
Christ ; for by no national deed has it declared itself to be for him. 
And just as the government is putting forth its strength to bring 
the South to subjection, Christ is exercising his power in the ter- 
rible judgments which he is inflicting on the nation to subdue it to 
himself. 

Where are the witnesses to be found in otder that their testimony 
may avail in determining the issue between Christ and the nation ? 
Let it be remembered, that the right is wholly on the side of Christ. 
Testimony is required to prove to the nation the claims of Christ, 
so that it may accede to them. Are the witnesses to be taken from 
among those who, as parties in the national compact, have denied 
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those claims ? What would their testimony be worth ? They swear 
allegiance to a nation that disowns Christ, and at the same time 
testify in word that he is the nation's rightful Sovereign, and that 
it should own his authority. Such testimony would be self-contra- 
dictory and prove nothing in regard to the ^reat point at issue. 
The nation would accept tne declaration in their oatn of allegiance 
and reject their testimony in what ever form they may present it in 
behalf of the claims of Christ, 

Our position from the first with regard to the American Govern- 
ment has been that of dissenters. So soon as the Reformed Pres- 
byterian Church was organized on this continent, it tried the Con- 
stitution by the supreme standard, and found it wanting. Its in- 
fidelity in rejecting Ghod and Christ and the divine law, and its im- 
morality in sanctioning and protecting slavery, were charged and 
E roved against it; and for these crimes against God and man, our 
ith'ers refused to be partakers in the national compact. They would 
not swear the oath of allegiance — they would not hold offices that 
required an oath of allegiance — they refused to vote for such of- 
ficers and to sit on juries. All these acts, it was judicially decided, 
were acts of complicity with the government, involving in its sins 
and exposing to its plagues. These acts were declared to be' censur- 
able offenses, and those who committed them were dealt with by 
the courts of the church. 

In this way the witnesses gave effect to their testimony. Stand- 
ing aloof from an identifying connection with those against whom 
they testify, they were competent to declare the whole truth in the 
matter in dispute between the contending parties. Bv their refusal 
to enjoy the privileges and benefits of citizenship they give con- 
vincing evidence of their sincerity in maintaining the truth. By 
deeds as well as by words they witnessed for Christ as "Prince of 
the kings of the earth.** 

They refused also to hold fellowship with churches that allowed 
their members to enjoy such civil privileges as implied incorpo- 
ration with the government. They testified against them as unfaith- 
ful to Christ, to whom as their Head, they professed submission, 
because they connived at the sin of the nation in refusing subjec- 
tion to him as its King. They inscribed on their standard as the 
culminating point of their testimony : So political fellowship 

WITH THE NATION WHILB IT REFUSES TO OWN ChRIST AS ITS KlNG, 
AND NO ECCLESIASTICAL FELLOWSHIP WITH THOSE WHO ARE IN POLIT- 
ICAL FELLOWSHIP WITH THE NATION IN THIS GREAT WRONG. 

(BAmalnder next number.) 



<'WE WILL N0T HiTB.THI8 HAN TO SEION OVER US.'' 

Luke 19 : 14. 

Wb have recorded with gratitude the interest excited in many 
quarters, by the efforts now making to bring about an amendment 
of the IJnited States Constitution, so as to render it a Christian 
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document. Some leading minds have seized the idea with avidity. 
It appears to have met with the concurrence of ministers and mem-' 
bers of Christian churches, irrespective of denominational pecu- 
liarities. It has met with a cordial reception on the part of some 
of the eminent statesmen of the country, and seems to find friends 
on all hands among earnest, unsophisticated Christians. But evei^ 
all who profess to be Christ's do not favor this effort. A few op- 
pose it. Some denounce. One of this class unburdens himself m 
the columns of the Christidn Instrticiory Dec. 10, in a critique upon 
the late meeting in reference to this subject, in the city of Phila- 
delphia. His article, it strikes us, is not very creditable to the 
columns of a Christian jouri\al. It is at times sneering, at others, 
bitter in its tone. One ignorant of the object of the meeting would 
suppose, from the manner in which this writer speaks of it, and of 
its advocates, that it was something manifestly injurious to the 
public weal, social or moral, and its friends, enemies of the country 
and its liberties. No o^e would ever imagine that the object was 
to lead this nation to acknowledge the Lord and his Christ, to be- 
come a Christian nation in its^ fundamental and statute law, both 
being moulded in accordance with the pure and blessed and bene- 
ficent Word of Qod. This writer regards a national recognition 
of Christ as "not in accordance with the fundamental principles 
of our government as a free nation.'' That is, the acknowledg- 
ment of the supremacy of Christ "as Kine of nations," is incon- 
sistent with liberty. To own, ntttionally, the authority of Him to 
whom "all power in heaven and in earth" belongs, is to set up a 
tyrannical rule. So this writer says : "It is not right, it is tyranny." 
Is it possible? All Christians, we believe, admit and maintain 
that liberty, true civil liberty, is linked indissolifbly with Christian- 
ity. "Where the Spirit of the Lord (Chriat) is, there is liberty," 
and nowhere else. Europe is not free, because she is not truly 
Christian ; nor is Asia, or Africa, nor are many people in America, 
all for the same reason. But deeply as a nation may be indebted 
to Christ, this Christian (?) abhors the idea of a nation acknowledg- 
ing this indebtedness by owning the kingly office of Christ. He 
would not, perhaps, object to some verbal recognition of Christ's 
favor, and would, perhaps, be willing to unite in passing some 
"resolutions " commending Christianity ; but to honor the Messiah 
by inserting his name, and a recognition of his authority and law, 
in the Constitution of the nation, he would regard as an act of 
despotism — a high-handed outrage upon the indienable rights of 
man ! To us there is something meftably mean in such a spirit as 
this. We can, of course, appreciate the objections of the infidel, 
the Jew and the pagan, to the social dominion of Christ, and the 
recognition of it by any community — ^we know why they say "we 
will not have this man to reign over " our nation ; but we cannot un- 
derstand this language in the mouth of a professing Christian, and 
why he should say of those who are aiming to place the crown of 
the nation's glory upon the head of Immanuel, that "under color 
of piety, and regard for the glory of God and the honor of Christ, 
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they are making an insidious encroachment on the civil rights of 
our free nation. 

It may be, he will say that he is very jealous for the liberties of 
the infidel, and the Jew, and of others who reject with blasphemy 
and scorn the very name of Jesus, the Saviour and Lord. But has 
the public glory of Christ no beauty in his eyes? Has lie no rever- 
ence for God, who "has committed all judgment to the Son, that 
all men should honor the Son"? Has he no fear of the wrath of 
Him who wields an iron sceptre, with which he will dash in pieces 
the nations, smite their "judges " and their "kings** who remse to 
"kiss the Son*'? Has he no sense of the nation's need of li^ht 
from that word which is a "light shining in a dark place" to guide 
it in its halls of legislation? and would he steal this light and re- 
fuse nationally to acknowledge that it comes from Christ ? Is the 
"right" of an enemy of Chrii^t to scorn and spit upon him more 
precious than the glory of Christ, than the honor of the Father, 
than the- safety of the nation? 

Has a nation no duties^ no responsibilities? If it has, the ac- 
knowledgment of God, Most High, appears even by the light of 
nature to be among the first and most indispensable. To this it 
will be held. It will be no apology at God's tribunal to aflfcrm 
that there "were some atheists in the nation, and that to have 
acknowledged God's authority, would have interfered with their 
rights." God will not suffer his creatures in this way to bow him 
out of his own creation. To do th*is writer justice, he is prepared 
to acknowledge this. He says, "The only hope of obtaining an 
amendment of the Constitution recognizing the Almighty God as 
the author of civil government,^ and the paramount authority of 
His law — and this is all, we insist, that the nation should or can do 
consistently with the rights of conscience and the liberties of its 
citizens — ^is for Christians to unite throughout the nation, heart 
and hand, in promoting a measure so simple, yet so comprehensive 
and exhaustive, as this is." 

Let no one imagine that by the "law" of God here is meant 
the Scriptures. Kot at all. It is simply the law of nature, and that 
as revealed by the light of nature. But with what consistency 
can even this much be assented to by one who holds it "tyranny 
to speak of Jesus Christ in a national constitution ? Would he 
compel men to acknowledge the " bein^ of a personal God and 
his authority," as a **^ condition of enjoying the right of citizen- 
ship " ? If so, what becomes of what he calls freedom ? What will 
the Pantheists say to this ? and there are thousands of Pantheists, 
millions of Pantheists, hundreds of millions of Pantheists in the 
world, and not a few in our own country. To be consistent, this 
writer must advocate national atheism, since national infidelity will 
not do. 

But what does he mean to do with the measure of Christianity 

which has been diffused from early times throughout the social 

fabric in the United States? Some of the State Constitutions 

' recognize Ohristianity. He must Bee to this, and have them di- 
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vested of their " tyrannical " element as feat as he can. There are 
laws in nearly all the States prohibiting the profanation of the 
Lord's Day. He must see about getting them repeated. Christi- 
anity as embodied to some extent in the common law, is recognize^ 
every day in the United States. He must see to getting this fear- 
ful evil remedied. In a word, if it be inconsistent with the true 
principles of liberty to own Jesus Christ nationally as the Prince of 
the kings of the earth, make thorough work of it, let not a letter 
of his name or a shred of his religion appear anywhere in or 
about the entire fabric of the national power. 

This writer bbjects not only to the end sought to be attained by 
the National Association for the amendment of the Constitution, 
but to the Association having any fixed amendment at all. He 
sayd: 

''The Convention, in our judgment, while professedly courting and inviting 
a free discussion of the amendments which the Association advocate to be en- 
grafted into the Constitution, most palpably denied freedom of debate. A 
gentleman — Rev. Mr. Eva, of Philadelphia, as we understood — before ad- 
dressing the house, inquired of the chairman. Rev. Dr. Edwards, whether it 
was in order to propose an amendment to the resolution professedly under dis- 
cusnon. He even, at the request of the chairman, stated his amendment, 
which was objectionable, but the chairman would not entertain any amend- 
ment I 

'' Since writing the above, we have been assured by an esteemed friend who 
was present, that it was not the resolution before the meeting that Mr. Eva 
proposed to anv/end, but the terms of the proposed amendments, as embodied 
in Uie Memorial to Congress, This, it will be evident, does not alter the case. 
It rather strengthens oar position. The religious amendments of this Asso- 
ciation are like the laws of the Modes and Persians — they admit of do altera- 
tion ! The gentleman stated that the change he proposed referred chiefly to 
the phraseology; still his amendment was not admitted; and, indeed, the 
chairman expressly declared that he would allow of no amendment that was 
opposed to the objects of the Convention.'^ 

We notice this merely as presenting an illustration of the blind 
prejudice with which this writer pursues everything about this As- 
sociation. We do not know whether the charge which he brings 
is true or not, even in its amended form. But even if it is, we 
find no fault with the Association for fixing its own phraseology, 
and holding to it, at least until some more important change be pro- 
posed than mere " phraseology." What is said about interfering 
with " free discussion " is all mere humbug. We would have to 
be the greatest of fools to suppose that any amendment could be 
adopted to the Constitution of the United States without the full- 
est and freest discussion, and neither this writer, nor any number 
of others like him, can convince anybody that this Association 
has any wish of the sort ; but on the other hand, no man of sense 
free from prejudice, will think of objecting to the Association 
settling the terms of any proposition which it means to advocate, 
leaving, of course, full liberty to all others to advocate what they 
like. 

It is a sad thing to find an article in a GhristianL journal from. < 
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the pen of a professed friend of Christy that if generally adopted, 
or consistently applied, would banish from the face of civil and 
political society the first intimation of the being and regal claims of 
the Incarnate Son of God. J. M. W. 



OPENING EXERCISES. 

The Reformed Presbyterian congregation of Rochester, N. Y., 
was organized near about the time of the Division of 1833. The 
first pastor was Rev. C. B. M'Kee; his successor was Rev. D. 
Scott. The present pastor, Rev. R. D. Sproull, was ordained and 
installed, April, 1863. 

In the fall of that year, the congregation, though small in respect 
to numbers, and embarrassed by debt^ resolved to sell their old 
church building, corner of Main and Stillson streets, and build a 
new one in a more central location. A lot was procured on South 
St. Paul street, and a church built. The church is a model of its 
kind ; neat, comfortable and commodious, though not unneces- 
sarily expensive Through the exertions of the pastor and people, 
the entire debt, with the exception of about two thousand dollars, 
has been paid. 

The congregation worshiped for the first time in the new 
building, Sabbath, November 27th, 1864. The opening exercises 
throughout were very impressive. The large attendance, the deep 
interest manifested in all that was done, by both the members ana 
the strangers that were present, not only augur well for a continu- 
ance of the harmony and Christian feeling that now prevail, but 
also mark a new era of prosperity in the history of the congrega- 
tion. All day, and at night, the church was well filled by an 
' appreciative audience. The sermons, which were of a high order 
of excellence, were listened to with marked attention. 

On the morning of the Sabbath, the pastor explained the first 
five verses of the thirty-third Psalm. His text was Jude, verse 3, 
last clause, " Ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was 
once delivered to the saints.*' In the discussion were presented 
the trust which has been committed to the people of Uod, and 
their duty in regard to this trust. 

Rev. S. Bowden preached in the afternoon from the text, Ps. 
27 : 4, "One thing have I desired of the Lord,'* &c. The sub- 
jects considered were these three : 

I. The church, which is the house of the Lord. 

n. The Psalmist's desire and purpose to be a permanent dweller 
in that house. 

in. The reasons he assigns for cherishing that desire and pur- 
pose. 

Under the first head it was shown that the church is the Lord's 
^ house, inasmuch as it was founded and erected by him ; because 
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he constantly abides in it; there his children are born, educated 
and kept safe from all evil; there He as it were unbends himself, 
and His family have sweet and loving communion with him. 

Under the second head these thoughts were illustrated : The 
Psalmist makes his residence in the house of God a matter of 
earnest prayer — a matter of his own personal and persistent effort. 
" I will seek after if It is a permanent residence, not a transient 
Bojourn in God's house, that he so much prays for and seeks after. 
And lastly, this permanent residence in God's family is the one 
object of his praj^ers, and the one purpose of his life. 

Under the third head the following reasons were assigned why 
the Psalmist so earnestly desired and constantly endeavored to 
remain in God's house : First, that he might know more of the 
matchless excellence of Him who is the Master of the house ; 
second, that he might know well and diligently discharge his duty 
to Christ who is the Lord of the house ; and, third, that he might 
be kept safe as a child in the house, to the enjoyment of the pro- 
mised inheritance, v. 6. 

In the evening, Rev. J. R. W. Sloane preached from Ps. 110 : 2, 
first clause, " The Lord shall send the rod of thy strength out of 
Zion." The doctrine deduced was : The gospel of Jesus Christ 
is destined to universal diftusion and perpetual duration. Seve- 
ral reasons were assigned in support of the proposition. .It pro- 
vides for reconciliation between God and man ; it is accompanied 
by a spiritual and supernatural influence ; it is a religion of love ;» 
it is adapted to man in every condition of life ; Christ has ascended 

floriously on l\igh, and all power in heaven and earth is given to 
im. 

On Monday eveninff, the 2l8t, Mr. Sloane delivered an address 
in Corinthian Hall. The subject was " Civil and religious liberty." 
The hall was well tilled, and the lecture was well received. The 
proceeds were applied to the defraying of the expenses connected 
with furnishing tne church. t 



THE mm mm and sdprehaci of citil gotebnhent. 

Among the premonitory Bjmptoins of that decay that is now preying upon 
oar country's yitals, and which will ultimately paralyze it in death, unless ar- 
rested, was and is a constantly increasing disrespect for law, and legal forms,, 
and a chafing under its restraints. Disrespect for law, whether it be physical, 
mental, moral, or civil, is the sure precursor of decline, in whatever phase it 
may appear. There is no true patriot, who has not been pained at the erup- 
tions of this deep-seated disease in the body politic, ia the form of mobs, that 
have been a burning stigma upon the land. The disease has not been located in 
any particular member or members of the body, but has permeated the en- 
tire system. In the rebellious States, negro slavery has been the core 
around which the pm has gathered, which is now suppurating in the 
form of a terrible rebellion. The remark has often been made, and nowhere 
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more frequently than at the South (for here ita truth is most apparent), that 
the worst blight of Slavery falls upon the South herself. The wide chaBm be- 
tween the laborer and proprietor, destroys that happy adjustment of power, 
so essential to the preserving of society from despotism and mona?chy on the 
one hand; and lawlessness, in the name of popular sovereignty, on the other. 
But when we turn to the other side, the loyal States, wo find the disease there 
again gathering around that irritating core, Slavery, and suppurating, in many 
instances , in lawless attempts to get rid of it. And so Slavery has been as 
productive of disease in both parts, as a grain of sand in the eye of unceasing 
pain and irritation. It matters not wheUier it be lawless effort to defend Sla- 
very against those assailing it, or whether it be lawlessly attacking it ; the de- 
moralization is the same, S)r it is not right to use unjustifiable means for the 
attainment even of good. 

We may as well open our eyes to the foreboding fact, that the whole body is 
diseased, that the whole heart is sick, and both are struggling to be relieved 
of their own corruptions. We discover its outworkings in the loyal States, in 
the resistance of constituted authority, as in the mob in New York, in danger- 
ous secret combinations, dangerous symptoms of lawlessness, like smoking flax, 
only waiting a breeze to flame. And its tendency is as much more dangerous 
than that in the South, as conspiracy is in crime above rebellion. 

We will try to enumerate, briefly, what seems to us some of the causes lead- 
^ ing to this state of affairs : and one of the most vicious is that infidel,. super- 
ficial and degrading theory of the origin of civil government, that puts it on 
no higher ground than a mere convenient adjustment of communities for pro- 
tection and benefit. A theory essentially atheistic, and whose necessary con- 
sequence is anarchy, as i^ every arrangement that has no God in it. 

We have imbibed the notion from our statesoien, that government is a sort 
of compact among men, instead of an eternal principle, and whatever its form 
may be, it is a modification of the same principle, and it is the working of this 
principle that makes it even possible for them to be compacted together. 
Without it you could no more league men together, for any purpose, than you 
could confederate a heap of sand. The fable of the eleven oxen confedera- 
ting themselves together to resist the attacks of a neighboring lion, is the his^ 
tory of the origin and end of civil government on this theory. Nay, we owe 
the beasts an apology for thus caricaturing them. Their instincts are not so 
superficial and senseless ; even they obey a necessity of their nature, to be 
gregarious, which they never acquired by their own efforts, but is the impress 
of their Creator, even as matter, by a necessity of its nature, is attracted in- 
versely as the square of its distances. 

The sooner the world cracks the nut, and finds the kernel of civil govern- 
ment, the better it will be for mankind, civilizntion and religion. As it now 
is, infidelity gives them the husk, and bids them live, and be in health. 
What has the idea of civil government, being a compact, done for us '/ It 
has hatched in our own bosom the monstrous prodigy of secession and anarchy. 
Government is a compact, say they, and all the disaffected members have to 
r do, is to withdraw from the body, until a limbless trunk will alone remain to 
die of sheer exhaustion, reproducing, on a splendid scale, the secession of 
the limbs from the stomach; and the nation, adopting the suggestion, would 
be left to write the nioral in her own blood, that has oft been. written of those 
systems that ignore God. Any system of government that cannot point to 
a Divioe progenitor is futile. The poet Coleridge, on hearing a friend descant 
on the probabilities of an infidel system of philanthropy regenerating the world, 
plucked a thistle-down, and flung it to the winds, sajing : ** The tendency of 
this down is to China, but I know, certainly, it will never get there ; but af- 
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ter a few gyrations, it will fall near the place where it started. So goyem- 
ment bom outside of the Divine Mind^ will perish upon the lap that gave it 
birth." • 

It must be a souree of shame and wonder, that our Constitution, the embod- 
iment of our system, has no mention of God in it. How in this its power 
is weakened, what bad morals it teaches the young offspring to be born and 
reared under its protecting aegis I And bitterly are we reaping the effects of 
its implied atheism, as well as presenting to the world the astounding fact 
of a Constitution ignoring the only source of its power, without which not a 
single wheel of its machinery would ever move upon its pinions. 

A system ignoring God, and yet so dependent on him, that not a hand can 
touch this ark of our liberties without a solemn oath by him to insure fidelity 
in the exercise of its ftinctions. If we would perpetuate civil government 
we must educate the moral sense of its citizens ; we must put the violations of 
its laws first in the domain of conscience, where this primary minister of jus- 
tice will punish those infringements before they become overt, which, though 
they will ultimately lead to, as yet are not within its grasp. The resisting 
and upturning of it is not only a sin on account of its oifects of derangement 
and ruin, but an absolute sin against God. When the Psalmist came 
to a review of his great sin in breaking the law^ in violatine^ its sanctity in the 
rights it secured to the citizen ; when all this came up before him, we do not 
hear his confession hinging on the wrong he had inflicted on Uriah, his du- 
plicity, his Ingratitude to a faithful subject; but rising above these he be- 
moaned the fact that it, at last, was all against God : against Thee, Thee only, 
have I sinned, and done this great evil in Thy sight. And while it is always 
incumbent upon us to correct the abuses of the government by its functiona- 
ries in bad legislation, or in the wresting of good laws to bad ends ; for mal 
legislation, or administration, is no more a part of the Divine ordinance of 
civil government than sin, and it is as much our duty to uproot the one as to 
conserve the other ; but while this is true, its very abuses must be corrected 
according to appointed order ;[ so that it shall not be paralyzed under the shock. 
For government, like the human body, is arranged to repair its own injuries 
and correct its own humors ; and, as in the body, all act on the principle in 
effecting cure, to asn*t nature ; so in civil derangement, all that is required 
is to start and uphold its dormant, or impeded functions, and it will cure itself. 
Not a jot farther than this can we go without being conspirators against God 
himself; for he who arrays himself against the laws of God, whether men- 
tal, moral, civil, or physical, seeks to destroy almost the only way by which. 
God manifests himself to the world ; this is, by His government of it. One 
part of the mission of the Saviour into the world was to vindicate and give 
supremacy to law and governrijent. Not only moral government, but civil, too; 
which is, in some sense, an offspring of God's moral government. The germs 
of its existence are here ; there could be no such thing as criminal law for the 
defense of property, reputation, or life, without it; for those nioral distinctions 
in which criminal law is grounded, would be wanting. The laws against theft 
and arson, suppose the fact that these are understood already and blamed as 
being wrongs against moral obligations. And there is no way of defining these 
erimes and brino^ng them to judgment, except by reference to those distinc- 
tions that lie in the domain of moral government. Take, for example, mur- 
der ; we cannot punish it, or define it, until we enter the territories of moral 
government ; we define it as killing with malice aforethought, done with a con- 
sciously criminal intent. Civil society is a chimera when divorced from moral 
government. Without it, we are not above the race of pismires. We have 
no moral and religious ideas, and cannot legislate. Civil society and govern- 
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ment is impossible, and all tliat is genial and benign in tbe state is lost. It 
your bouse is burned, you only conceive of it as a loss, and not a crime. If 
your cbildren are killed, you are in the condition of tbe bees, when tbeir hive 
IS rifled; only mad with a sense of loss, but no sense of the crime or wrong. — 
DanvCUe Review, 



STKIi MISSION. 

LETTER FROM BEY. B. J. DODBS. 

Latakitbh, Oct. 31, 1864. 

Dear Brethben — ^I have little to write except my acknowledgment of yom 
fayorof thelSth^ept. 

We were exceedingly thankful to hear that Dr. Metheny was expected to 
sail for Syria about this time. We shall hope to see them about the middle 
of December. The Lord make their way prosperous. We can assure them of 
a most hearty welcome. On the other hand, it was a great drawback to our 
joy to understand that the high rates of exchange might make it requisite to 
defer the return of the Beatties till the spring. We have long been pining 
for their return ; but if it must be delayed, the will of the Lord be done. One 
thing which makes resignation easier, is that for the last few months, since we 
received intelligence of the enormous height to which the premium on bills of 
exchange had risen, we had given up all hopes of seeing either the Doctor's fami* 
ly or the Beatties till spring, or perhaps longer. We are glad to learn by the 
latest accounts from home that rates have gone down considerably, and the char- 
acter of the latest war news is such as to encourage us to hope that by the end of 
winter there will be no hindrance ) and that by the beginning of summer 
we shall have all the members of our mission on the ground. 

I think I wrote you before, that the state of our funds did not war- 
rant us in bringing down our boarding scholars from the mountains at the 
usual time in the fall. Neither yet does it warrant it, and I do not think it ifl 
likely that we shall have funds enough to keep the boarding-school going 
much more than half of the winter. At the same time offers of new recruits 
are more free — not to say urgent — and numerous than at any previous time. 

Moreover, them are other hindrances than want of funds. Hammud has been 
lying quite low for several weeks, and our man who has on his hands the chief 
labors of the boarding establishment , has been sick for a week, and if he were 
well could not well give Hammud the attention which he requires and also at- 
tend to the wants of a dozen of stirring boys. 

Our hopes of Hammud's recovery have sometimes been very low, and are 
still fluctuating. He has for many months, as I think I wrote before, been suffer* 
ing from dyspepsia, and I am inclined to think that for a month past he has been 
suffering from an irritation of the lungs, and that for two or three weeks 
there has been a decided inflammation — though not very acute — of th^t, organ. 
He is under the best medical treatment which the town can afford, and we are 
wrestling with God in our daily prayers for his recovery. We have in our 
schools about forty-five scholars. Our audiences are of course insignificant 
when we have no Doarding scholars. I have sometimes felt rather despondent 
during the autumn, on account of our numerous discouragements ; but I have 
reason to thank Grod that latterly I have found relief from my anxiety in cast- 
ing my burden on the Lord, and I think I have a firmer hold now than a month 
or two affo, on that precious promise, '< Lo, I am with you alway, even to the 
end of the world,*' 
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Mn. D. has had some experience of fever within the last month. It com- 
menced about a mouth ago, and at the first attack it kept her down for 
about ten days, when she seemed to recover, and was apparently well for about 
a . week, when she relapsed, and had another week of it. The second attack, 
however^ was very slight^ and she is at present quite well. The rest of us are 
all well. 

You are no doubt better acoquainted than I am with the history of the re- 
cent persecution of converts from Mohammedanism to Christianity, and the re- 
pressive policy of the Turkish Government toward Protestant missionaries in 
Constantinople, and the connivance of the English minister at it, or rather his 
encouragement of it. Ton get the information from the same source as w% 
do, that is from English and American periodicals, and you get it more fully and 
more promptly. I merely call your attention to it, as indicating the present di»- 
lK)sition of the Sultan's government toward the work of evangelization in the 
empire. 

1 would request you to send me for the coming year, the New York Semir. 
Weekly Tribune, the Annual of Scientific Discovery, and the National Al- 
manac, and the Presbyterian Almanac for 1865. 

With best regards to each of you and your several families, I am as ever| 
Yours in the Gospel, K. J. Doddb. 

N. B. Correspondents in the United States will please send their letters to 
us directly to our own address, Latakiyeh, Syria, and not by way of Beirut,, aa 
heretofore. E. J. D. 
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LETTER FROM REV. T. M. ELDER. 

Washington Citt, Dec. 14, 1864 

Rev. J. M. Willson, Chairman of the Central Board of Missions, 

Dear Sir — The work of the Eeformed Presbyterian Mission here 
advances. We have not, indeed, decided changes, nor unusual things to re- 
cord, but our acquaintance and influence wider and our opportunities inciiease. 

Too much, however, must not be expected, and patience must be exercised. 
This is a very untaught, degraded, abused people, aud this generation will be 
too short to f^lly lift them up. When we have spent one half as long time in 
elevating, as in debasing them, it will be time enough to expect of the black 
race a httle of that moral and intellectual perfection, which, hitherto, the 
whites alone have been supposed capable of attaining;. We have the preju- 
dice, oppression, and the moral, social and political devastation of two hundred 
and fifty years of slavery to undo. And to us Covenanters, indeed to all anti- 
slavery men, what work should be more grateful ? 

We have labored, we have prayed for this deliverance, we have predicted 
iJiatit would come, and come in blood. The result is now upon us. But shall 
the^nnocent victims of this system be abandoned to the wretchedness of neg- 
lect 7 The friends of the slave owe it to themselves to now show the world, 
by a'double zeal, that they were honest in their efforts, and by his development, 
that they were right in saying that the negro is at least a man. ' 

As au opinion, I should say the great hope is in the young. Perhaps no 
amount of culture would very materially change the fixed habits of the aged. 
Yet a most encouraging feature is, that even these are anxious to try. From 
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80 to 100 of the jouth are daily under the care of our teachers ; two nights 
in the week a prosperous night school is open for adults, while on the Sabbath 
a school for religious instruction is conducted for all who wish to attend. This, 
with regular preaching in oar own house and at any other points where open* 
ings can be had, forms our usual routine of instruction. 

Another class of duties consists in managing the general interests of the 
mission, in visitiiig the sick, and finding out and ministering to the wants 
of such as are in spcial need. The response of the church to the published 
<' appeal" in behalf of this mission, although not general, has, in some in- 
stances, been even liberal. The correspondence in relation thereto has been 
extensive and laborious, and while much has been done, more is still expected. 
It is our intentioi) to have special reference, in the distribution, to those more 
directly under our care ; but we shall not hesitate to seek for and relicTe the 
suffering " freedman" wherever he may be found! Several organizations are 
working hero in the educational field, and nearly every point is occupied by 
some one trying to gather up scholars or church members, but so far as 
known, only feeble efforts have been made for personal relief, and I think our 
labors in this direction will do good. 

Many letters come asking if families and laborers could not, with advantage, 
be sent to the North. Doubtless many of these people would do much better 
by going North, but the difficulty is to have them think so or undertake to go. 
The <^ contrabands, " so called, all make for this place, and seem to want to re- 
main here. This city is the freedman's Mecca. Here they expect to see 
each other, to hear of friends, and many have strange ideas of finding some, per- 
haps unknown, but looked for good, while the thought of going away looks to 
them like separation again. Some, however, may be found willing, and efforts 
are now making to fill a requisition already sent on. Perhaps the better way 
would be for all in any congregation and neighborhood wishing such help, to 
combine in one order, stating clearlv what is wanted, the inducements to go, 
the route, &c., and, if possible, we shall meet their wishes. Some will be able 
to meet expenses, some will not, and directions on this point will be necessary. 

I am happy jbo state that no ill health has overtaken any member of the 
mission corps, and that Mr. Baylis and Miss Floyd have been able to continue 
their labors without interruption. Wishing the sympathy, support and 
prayers of the church', I remain, in the cause of the ^edmen, 

X Yours in Christ, T. M. Elder. 
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LETTER FROM REV. J. 0. K. FARI8. 

Natchez, Miss., Deo. 14, 1864. 

to the Central Board of Misfions : — I do not propose at this time to give 
a detailed report of our work. I probably owe an apology for not writing 
sooner. But I have not been able to report sooner, owing to the perplexed 
state of things here. We lost most of the week in which thanksgiving-day oc- 
curred. A regiment of soldiers were quartered from Saturday evening till 
Tuesday noon in our school rooms, and the houses were so much abused, that 
we indeed did not get the schools into full operation that week. Then an order 
closing the lines detained Miss Holliday two weeks from her school on Ar- 
iiandlia Plantation. Miss B. Speer was more fortunate, for the closing of the 
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fines found her outside, and so she Has been in Her scHool all tHe time: We 
bad commenced another school in the fort among the soldiers about two weeks 
before the last arrival of teachers. Mr. Isaiah Fans took oharffe of it, while 
I taught his sc hool in town, in daily expectation of the arriyal of Miss M'Enight 
and Miss Jamison. There was an opening for a school in Yididia, but we had 
not force enough to occupy it. After our teachers arrired, and we had just 
got ready to enter the field^ another, not in the most honorable way, stepped 
in, and thus cut off our expectations in this direction. THe teachers from 
Pittsburgh were detained so that they did not arrive till the 5th December. 
This was a little too late, for a day or two previous there was an order not to 
eredit any more teachers to Natchez, as there were already forty drawing rations. 
We succeeded; however^ in getting Miss M'Enight recognized so as to draw rations. 
I do not know whether we can get Miss Jamison recognized or not, I think we 
may, as she is now engaged in one of the schools. To-day she took charge 
of the school in which Idr. Daniel Faris has been teaching. There is room 
enough for another school in the fort, but a house is wanting. I think this 
difficulty will not long stand in the way, as it is probable that a house will soon 
be erected. But at any rate there is missionary work enough to keep one busy. 
We need one to go around among the scholars, to visit them at their own 
homes. Many cluldren, and parents too, need to be stirred up, to insure any 
degree of regularity at school. The teachers have little time for this kind of 
work after their labors in the school-room. I can find little time myself for it, 
after attending to the general interests of the schools and making necessary 
provision for our mission family. Perhaps but few understand the vexations, 
delays and difficulties which attend our getting the necessaries of life here^ 
whether it be those things we are entitled to from Government, or those which 
we purchase at our own expense. 

For instance, the soldiers quartered in our school-rooms used up the fuel 
which we had furnished, and we are entitled to Have it replaced by the Gov- ; 
emment. I present the matter to Col. Mitchel, Superintendent of Freed- 
men, in writing. He refers the matter to Gen. Brayman, commander of the 
Post. After several days delay, I receive a special order to furnish me with 
the wood. This goes to the quartermaster, and he makes out another paper 
to the wood master^ and another still to the wagon master. Then I apply for the 
wood^ but there is none on hands ; a barge is expected by an by, however, and 
«s soon as it comes, if I happen to be there at the right time, I will get it. Thus 
one may be detained several weeks in getting a few cords of wood. Again, we 
wish to purchase a bedstead. There are a few places where such an article can 
be purchased, but the price puts it out of the question. We inquire among 
our colored friends^ for a second-hand bedstead. At length one is reported 
and bought at six dollars^ which is considered very cheap. But it lacks the 
screws and other repairs. It must be carried to the shop for obviating this dif- 
ficulty. By the time it comes home it has cost over ten dollars. But that is 
cheap. If we had got it in the regular way, the cost would have been twenty- 
five or thirty dollars. A mattress is the next desideratum. Ticking is at hand, 
but how to get it filled is the question. Nothing in town for sale. Cot- 
ton might be (Stained, but it would cost forty or fifty dollars. Husks would do, 
but none can be found except by accident. Moss is what is generally used 
here^ but there is no moss in town. Tou may acoidentallv find second- 
hand moss at private sale, but you may have to wait three months. I got down 
here in February^ and I found moss to fill my own mattress about the 1st of Oc- 
tober. The kdies who accompanied me here partially filled their tick with the 
straw which was about the goods. It was a month or two, or probably three, ere 
we oould get husks to fill it properly. I only mention these thing to show that it 
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takes up a large part of my time to attend to the outward concerns of tlie mis- 
sioQ. Indeed, I have to leave many things undone which ought to be attended 
to. We need seats in some of the schools, and other furniture, which we are 
at present doing without as well as we can. We have not had means to lay in 
a supply of fuel, and that has been the occasion of some loss of time. It takes 
about as much time to lay in fuel for two or three weekS; as it would to secure 
a supply for the season. 

During the month of November, with all our difficulties we were not with- 
out a reasonable degree of encouragement. On account of cold weatber and 
hindrances, the average attendance in Natchez fell considerably short of 
that of the previous month. I think the average for the nineteen days 
taught was about thirty-three to each of the five schools. The night school 
was about sixteen. The school in the fort, eighteen. The schools on the 
plantations were rather fuller than before. That on White Hall averaged 
fifty-four: taughf seventeen days. That on Arnandlia fifty-seven: number 
of da^s taught I have not learned yet, probably about fifteen. The progress 
of the scholars is much the same as heretofore. 

Chaplain Hanlcy was at Natchez a few weeks since inaugurating Col. Ea- 
ton's school order. He appointed a local superintendent, who receives all 
the school money, and proposes to lay it out in providing for the schools. I 
don't see much alteration in the state of things, except that all are required to 
get tickets according to their ability. Tho^e who are not able to pay anything 
get theirs free. The local superintendent is Mr. Crossman. 

I believe I have never informed the Board, that in the summer season an 
order transpired, compelling all male citizens between the ages of eighteen 
and forty-five to become enrolled for militia duty in case of emergency. We 
commenced drilling about two weeks since. The drill is from five to six o'clock, 
twice a week, on Mondays and Wednesdays. Besides, a number are called out 
each day, or as often as thought necessary, to patrol the streets and arrest such 
as have not been enrolled and who neglect to attend the drill. I and my 
brothers have each done patrol duty. They are required to be on duty all day. 
I and one of my brothers escaped with half a day, as we were among the first 
called out, and che guard was not appointed till the afternoon. It does not 
amount to much. 

The financial report, which T send herewith, shows an expenditure greater 
than has been reported at any previous writing. Hitherto we have been able 
to make the receipts cover the expenditures, but now our expenses for fuel 
and the stove have largely added to the outlay. We may yet receive from the 
school fund the amount expended in repairs and furnishing of school apart- 
ments. It is favorable to us that the weather does not continue cold long at a 
time. The thermometer stood two or three days &ince at 20^, it is now 70° in 
the shade at 4 P. Ztl. Of course it is very comfortable without a fire. 

There is little news here. Things continue on in the same dull monotony, 
everything deeply impressed, and mixed up with military authority and oper- 
ations. But we still appear to have the good will of those in power, for 
which we have reason to thank God and take courage. 

I forgot to say that during the last month we had three days of Sabbatb 
school. The attendance was 160, 143 and 140, respectively. One day the 
building was occupied by the soldiers. I have preached at leabt one sermon 
each Sabbath in Natchez, and somt times two, since my last report. I also 
preached on Thanksgiving day. The audience is small. On last Sabbath it 
was so cold we had the services in our dwelling house. 

Hoping to hear from the Board soon, and to receive any suggestions which 
jou thing proper to make, 

/remain, yours in the Gospel, J. G. K. Faris. 
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COFIYERTI^R ON THE SUBJECT OF AHENDL16 THE COSSTITUTIOK. 

The Convention met in Philadelphia on the evening of Novem- 
ber 29th. The hieeting was well attended, and much earhestness 
wa8 manifested in the proceedings of the Convention. Dr. Eadie, 
the president, was necessarily absent. A letter from him was read, 
highly approving of the object. Ex-Governor Pollock, vice- 
president, presided. Speeches were made by Judge Strong, of 
the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, Dr. Junkin, Dr. M*Ilwaine, 
Dr. Goddard, and others. The following series of resolutions were 
presented by Dr. Edwards: 

Besolvedf That a natiopal reoognition of God, the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the Holy Scriptures, as proposed in the memorial of this Association to Con* 
gress, is clearly a scriptural duty, which it is national peril to disregard. 

Resolved^ That, in consideration of the general diffusion of religious intelli- 
gence, principles and institutions throughout our .country — ^in view of the 
many express recognitions of Christianity by the Constitution and the legis- 
lative enactments of the several States — and in view, also, of the ,religiou8 
history of the founders of this Government, it is a striking and solemn fact that 
our present National Constitution is so devoid of any distinctive Christian feature!^ 
that one of our Chief Magistrates once refused to appoint a day of fasting and 
prayer in an hour of public calamity, because the nation, in its Constitution, 
recognized no God ; and another, in contracting a treaty with a Mohammedan 
power, hesitated not to declare that '^ The Government of the United States is 
not, in any sense, founded on the Christian religion. It has in itself no 
character of enmity against the laws and religion of Massulmen.^' 

Resolved, That the measures proposed by this Association are not sectional| 
nor sectarian, nor partisan, but the general voice of Christian patriotism, ask- 
ing that which is right and wholesome, which is in keeping with our antece- 
dents, and which will not operate oppressively upon the conscience of any 
citizen. 

Resolved^ That the state of the times, recent and present, and the state of 
public sentiment, warrants and encourages the attempt to secure the amend- 
ment to the Constitution which is proposed by this Association. 

Resolved, That the hour of chastisement is the hour of repentance and 
reform ; and that, while in such a day of national trouble and rebuke as has 
befallen us, every reformation from sin is valuable and important, it is clear 
that in acknowledging God, in exalting His Son, and in diffusing the principles 
of His word through all our Government and Administration, not only is there 
no mistake committed, but an end of the first dignity is secured. 

All these resolutions were adopted but the last, which was laife 
on the table. This, we are informed, was not from opposition to 
it, but because it was thought unnecessary. We regret that the 
important truth cfontained in the first part of it did not receive the 
sanction of the Convention. Surely the declaration that "the 
hour of chastisement is the hour of repentance and reform,** should 
tHa^e been made. It is not only a truth, but it is one most season- 
able. By leaving out the words " not only is there no mistake 
conamitted," the resolution would have been made equal to any in 
the series. 

The result of this meeting is greatly to encourage the friends of 
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the measure proposed. It is not the least hopeful inUication, that 
infidelity is waKing up to show its instincts in opposition. An 
article appeared in the Philadelphia PresSy during the sessions of 
the Convention, that, while it pretended to belittle the movement, 
evinced how much the writer disliked it. And even the indiffer- 
ence of the religious papers is not at all disheartening. We speak 
of those which we receive in exchange, when we say the same 
indifference, not to say opposition, "vf as manifested to a change in 
the Constitution abolishing slavery, until the convention that 
nominated Mr. Lincoln for the Presidency the second term, took 
that position. We heard a United Presbyterian minister, not two 
years ago, say that such an amendment would be inexpedient, as 
it would require the entire reconstruction of the framework of the 
Government. Slavery, when in the hey-day of its power in church 
and state, was feared and patted; now, when it is (|ead, it is 
scorned and denounced. We mean no offensive allusion, but we 
are frequently reminded, by reading editorials and other articles 
in religious newspapers on this subject, of ^sop*s fable of the ass 
kicking the dead lion. 

'^ We would say to our brethren, editors of religious periodicals, 
that they should be in the van of this great reform. They all, so 
far as we know, profess themselves favorable to it; and there is no 
doubt that, when its friends succeed in making it popular, and 
especially if some dominant political party should take hold of it, 
they will, as in the case of the anti-slaverjr amendment, declare 
themselves its advocates. But we want their aid now ; this is the 
time when it is needed. Of the success of the measure we* have 
no doubt. There will be a sharp conflict, but the result will be 
the triumph of truth over error and wrong. 

Another Convention is to be called at some suitable time, and in 
some convenient place, by the executive conlmittee. We hope it 
will be well attended. 
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I China. — We find in one of our exchanges some statistics of 
iaissions in China. There are forty-two missions, one hundred 
and eleven missionaries, and about two thousand five hundred 
Converts. There are boarding schools for the training of youth, 
male or female, in the doctrines of the Christian religion, at Canton, 
Swatow, Puhchau, Ningpo,and Shanghai and day schools at most 
if not all of the ports occupied by missionaries. There are sevferal 
flourishing out-stations and country churches already formed, con- 
nected with the missions at Amoy, Puhchau, Mngpo and Shang- 
hai, and perhaps at one or two other' ports. It would be safe to 
estimate that there are over one hundred native Christians employ- 
ed at the different ports as school- teaohers, or preachers^ exhorters, 
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colport6ui\9) &c., and about one hundred chapels, more or less, 
where the gospel is regularly preached by the foreign missionary 
or his native helper. Missionaries are at work in Pekin, the 
capita], and have met some success. The ^reat rebellion, from 
which so much was expected in favor of Christianity and civiliza- 
tion, has been subdued. 
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The Wab. — Since our last the armies of the United States have 
met with great successes. In Tennessee, near Kashville, a great 
battle has been fought, in which the rebels were completely de- 
feated. Q-en. Sherman has succeeded in traversing the State of 
Georgia, with a large army, and in capturing Savannah, its chief 
city. Kentucky, a semi-loyal State, has, however, been invaded 
by a small rebel force, which at this date, December 26th, remains 
there. Elsewhere the movements have been less considerable, 
but, generally, favorable to the Union arms. 

Thk South dbspsbatb. — ^It has been evident for more than a 
year past that the South has been undergoing a rapid exhaustion 
both m men and in materials of war. As to men, they are now 
acknowledging it themselves, for they are considering very earn- 
estly the question of arming colored men^ free and slave. It is even 
now rumored that their Congress has agreed to the plan in secret 
session. And has the "chivalry" come to this? Think of the 
haughty lord of the lash calling upon his slave, with the pron^ise 
of freedom, to throw his protecting arm about his trembling 
master ! Surely the day of actual emancipation is just at hand ! 
Bat will the slave fight for his oppressor ; fight to recover power 
for his piaster to rob and spoil a little longer? Some may, but 
the many, we feel confident, will turn their arms, if they get them, 
in another direction. Arming slaves is an act of mere desperation. 

Thb Crops, kc. — Statistics show that the crops of 1864 have 
fisiUen very little below a full crop. The season has been healthy 
in the North, and generally even m the South. In some southern 
cities, however, the yellow fever has been quite fatal. 
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Thb attention of the Church is earnestly solicited to the present 
state of the Foreign Mission fund. . The heavy outlay incurred by 
sending out two nussion families in the month of November, 
together with the enormous price of exchange, has reduced the 
treasury to a low point. About the first of February it will be 
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necessary to remit a semi-annual instalment of salary for our 
missionaries ($1,850), which at present rates of exchange will cost 
not less than ^83,000) three thousand dollars. To meet this there 
are scarcely (^900) nine hundred dollars on hand. The church 
must act at once, and with vigorous determination and eflEbrt 
The salary must he paid when due, for it is the only dependence 
of the missionaries; and in addition to this, a considerable sum is 
requisite to meet%the general expenses of the Mission. We regret 
to say that letters lately received inform us that the Mission haa 
been injuriously straitened from want of means. This must be so 
no longer. The money is in the hands of the people, and let 
them oflFer willingly as the Lord hath prospered them. We appeal 
to pastors to bring this matter before the attention of the people* 
We appeal also to those who have the ability to do so, and there 
are many such, to make a special contribution to meet the emer- 
gency growing out of the present state of the country. Are there 
not some who will give ($600) five hundred dollars, and others pro- 
portionate sums down to ($100) one hundred dollars, or eyen ($50) 
fifty, enough to make up ($5,000) five thousand dollars? It can be 
done; but will it be done? Samuel 0. Wylib, 

T. P. Stevbnson, Sec. \ Chairman of Board of Missions. 



A PROPOSAL 



I AM authorized to say, that one of the feeblest congregations in 
the Church, numbering less than sixty communicants, pledges 
itself to put ($500) five hundred dollars into the Foreign Mission 
fund before the 1st of March, provided nine other congregations 
or individuals will contribute each a like amount. This generous 
offer is made in view of the necessities of the treasury, and the 
immensely increased demands that are made upon it. It is not 
open to doubt tb^t, in case the same spirit prevails in other places, 
far more than the amount required will be forthcoming. Why 
cannot we raise twenty, or even thirty $500 as easily as ten, pro- 
vided our people offer willingly ? A special effort of this kind, it 
is hoped, will go far toward carrying the Mission through the 
present crisis, occasioned by the enormous price of exchange. 
The undersigned earnestly solicits pastors to bring this matter 
before the attention of their people, and elders, and deacons, and 
members of congregations to whom God has given liberally, to 
see that this measure shall not fail. At present rates, it will re- 
quire the whole am'ount proposed to be secured in this way, with 
the usual congregational collections^ to meet demands during the 
ensuing year. Brethren, let lis gird ourselves for work, ajid what- 
soever our hand findeth to do, let us do it with all our might ; we 
serve the Lord Christ. . Samdel 0. Wylib. 

PmLADMLPBiA, VccembeT 28, 1864. 
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IOWA PBESBTTERT. 

The Iowa Presbytery met in Lind Grove, October 4tli, 1864, and was opened 
with a sermon by the moderator, R. B. Cannon, from Isa. 62 : 6-7. Doctrine^: 
Ohiist has appointed a ministry in the ohnrch, by whose instrumentality he will 
ODOomplish her exaltation. The ministry are instrumental in this : 

I. By preaching the truth. 1. For the conversion ol( singers. 2. For their 
spiritual illumination. 3. For their sanctification. 

n. By maintaining a faithful testimony. 1. Against the immoralities of 
oommunities. 2. Against the sins of nations. 3. Against corruption in the 
olimrch. 

m. By earnest prayer. 1. For the outpouring of the Spirit on their own 
souk, that they may minister well — on the souls of these who hear, that the 
word may be effectual — and every where, that the truth is proclaimed. 2. For 
the infliction of divine judgment. 3. For general reformation. Society uni* 
versally growing in righteoiasness and holiness. 

The commission to organize a congregation in Davenport, reported the full- 
fillment of appointment, and Davenport was placed on the list of regular organ- 
ized congregations. 

A call from Washington and Amboy, on S. M. Stevenson, was sustained as a 
regalar gospel call, presented to Mr. Stevenson, and by him accepted. A com- 
nranication from the Secretary of the Central Board of Missions, recommending 
the ordination of Mr. Stevenson as a missionary, was then read, and arrange- 
ments were made for his ordination on the following day. Mr. Stevenson de- 
fivered a lecture, Is. 64 : 1-3, and a sermon from Rom. 8:6, " To be spirit- 
ually minded is life and peace.'' He was also examined in Hebrew and 
Greek, Systematic Theology, Church Government, and Ecclesiastical History. 
The examination and pieces of trial were unanimously and cheerfully sustained, 
and Mr. S. was ordained and set apart to the work of the ministry by prayer and 
imposition of hands. Dr. Roberts preached the ordination sermon from Rev. 
6 : 7. The charge was given by R. Hutchinson. 

R. B. Cannon offered the following which was adopted : Resolved, That this 
Pfesbytery approves of the object, of the " National Association for the Amend- 
ment of the Constitution of the United States," and that we urge it upon our 
members to do all in their power to form auxiliary societies, and to circulate pe- 
titions to be signed and presented to Congress, asUng the proposed amendments; 
and further, that we urge the sending of delegates to attend the meeting of 
the Association in Philadelphia on the last day of Tuesday October. J. M. 
M'Donald and R. B. Cannon were appointed to wait on the Governor of tha 
State and endeavor to obtain a modification of the militia oath. 

Presbytery adjourned to meet in Sharon, on Wednesday preceding the ne 
meeting of Synod. J. M. McDonald, Olerk. 



NEW YORK FBESBTTEKT. 

An adjourned meeting of the New York Presbytery was hel^ in Brooklyn^ 
on Wednesday, December 14, 1864. The chief item of business was the or- 
dination of John H. Boggs, and his installation as pastor of the Brooklyn con- 
gregation. 



S6 ' ONtuariM. 

Mr. Boffgs deliveied a lecture on Acts 2 : 1-4, and a sermon from 1 Peter 
2 : 7, Ist Clause. He was also examined in Theology by Rev. R. Z. Willson — 
in Greek and Ohuroh History by Rev. J. R. W. Sloane — ^in Hebrew and Church 
Ghyvemmcint by Rev. J. 0. K. Milligan. The trial and examination were 
highly satisfactory. 

The ordination services were in the evening at 7^ o'clock, and were attended 
by a large congregation. Rev. D McAllister peached the ordination seionoE 
from Tit. 2 : 15. Rev. R. Z. Willson presided and led in the ordination pray- 
er; he also delivered the charge to the congregation. Rev. J. R. W. Sloane 
gave the charge to the pastor. 

Rev. N. R. Johnston, at his own request and with the concurrence of the 
congregation; was released from the charge of the Topsham congregatioa and 
dismissed to the Presbytery of the Lakes. 

Calls from Eortright and Bovina congregation upon Rev. J. Kennedv were. 
sustained as regular, and presented to the candidate. He accepted the call from 
Bovina, and arrangements were made for his installation on Wednesday, Jan. 
11, 1865, at 11 A.M. 

On account of the foregoing, a change of the scale of appointments was 
made necessary. It was accordingly, revised and is given below Presbytery 
adjourned to meet in the 2d church; Newburgh, on the 8d Tuesday of M«y, 
1885; at 7i P. M. J. 0. K. Miluqan, Clerk. 

SOJlLE 09 APPOINTMENTS. 

KoBTRiOHT — Shields, Jan.; Sannc^, Feb.; WUhanj Mar. and Apr. Ist and 
2d Sabbaths ; Kennedy, Apr. 8d and 4th Sabbaths. Topsham — ffanmc^, 
Jan.; Shields, Feb.; Armowr, Mar. 2d and 3d Sabbaths. BecUtie, Apr. 3d and 
4di Sabbaths. Oalwat — k^nedy, March 1st and 2d Sabbaths. Thomf^ 
son, May, 2d Sabbath. Dundavf — Boggs, Feb.; 1st and 2d Sabbaths. Ba£- 
LTBAT—- WtU»<m, April 4th Sabbath and May 1st Sabbaths. 



OBlTUitllS. 



Died, suddenh, in Hopkinton, Iowa, December 7th, 1864, Rev. Wiluam 
L. ROBERTS; D.D.y in the 67th year of his age. 

Br. Roberts was bom in Pendleton Co., vir^nia, in the year 1798. His 
father; John Rd)ert8; removed about the beginning of this century to Canona- 
burg. Pa., where the subject of this notice was bom, receiving ms edudation . 
partly in Bedford Academy, and partly in Jefiferson CoUege. In the year 
1820, or thereabouts; he had received an appointment as Cadet in the United 
States Military Academy, West Point ; but, in consequence of remonstrance 
and advice addressed to him by the late Dr. J. R. Willson, he resigned his 
appointment; and repaired to Newburgh, N. T., for the purpose of studying 
for the ministry in the Reformed Presbyterian Church. This he did, under 
Br. W.'s tuition; for some three years — there was no Seminary at the time-^ 
when he was licensed; and soon afterward — we do not know the year — was 
ordained and settled in the pastoral charge of the congregation of Patterson; 
New Jersey. This was a small congregation, and yet Tatge enough to be rent 
with feuds; and the result was the removal of Mr. Roberts, after a short and 
troubled pastorate, to Clyde, N. T., and, subsequentiy, to Sterling; in the 
same State. This field of labor at this time comprised all the region west of 
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TTtioa^ in which are the congregations of Syraciise^ Bochester and York. He 
preached in the two latter nreqnentlj before they became organized congrega- 
tions. In the year 1834, he received a call to the charge of the congregation 
of Baltimore, where he remained some two or three years, when he returned 
to Sterling, confining his pastoral labors to this congre^tion until 1855, when 
he took charge of a new congregation in Hopkinton, Iowa. About 1846 he 
reoeiYed the degree of J). D. from Jefferson College. 

Dr. Boberts was well known throughout the church, and beyond her limits, 
as an eloquent and earnest preacher of the word of Ohrist. In learning and 
rhetorical ability, he had few superiors in the ministry among us. He Tored 
to preach. He held the pen of a ready writer. His principal work, which * 
had a wide circulation, was entitled << Submission to the Powers that be." 
This appeared a short time before the disruption of the church in 1883, and 
did good service in strengthening the members of the church in the main- 
tenance of her testimony against the immoralities of the national Constitution. 
His pen was quite active, during middle life, in preparing articles bearing the ' 
samegeneral character, and also on prophecy, which appeared in the pages of 
the c()V€nanter. As a theologian. Dr. R. deserved a high place. He was 
veiy familiar with the Scriptures. His librarv was small, in a manner coxa- 
pelfing him to ah unusually diligent study or the pure word of God. Thb 
circumstance, with a lively and sensitive temperament, gave an unction to his 
preaching not often equaled. 

Dr. B. was twice married. His first wife was Miss Margaret Milligan, of 
Orange Co., N. Y., by whom he had three children, all of whom survive. 
His second wife. Miss Anna Acheson, to whom he was married about 1830, 
was the eldest daughter of the late Mr. Acheson, of N. T., by whom he had a 
large family, six of whom — all daughters — survive him. Dr. Boberts expexlr 
enced, dunng the last year, severe trial in the loss of his son, Lieut. W. A. 
Boberts, who was mortally wounded as he led his company in an assault upoA 
the fortifications of Yicksburg, in May, 1863 } and about six weeks after of 
his wife, who had lingered with inflammation of the lungs from a few dayiii 
subsequent to the death of her son. 

^ His death was very sudden. He had been in usual health ; preached with 
his ordinary vigor the Sabbath previous, and had ridden a dybtance of eieht 
miles and back the day of his death. On his way from the stable to hia 
house, he was seen to stagger and fall. One of his daughters raised him up j 
a smile and a gasp, and his spirit had fled. The church has lost in the death 
of Dr. B. one of her oldest ministers, and his friends one who has filled a large 
place in timee past among them. J. M. W. 

DiBD, in Cincinnati, August 9th, 1864) Samuel A. Johnston, aged %7 
years, sen of James and Bebecoa Johnston, near Ballymena, Ireland. When 
a boy he came to Toronto, and resided with his uncle, Bev. B. Johnston ; with 
whom he was brought up, and on whose ministry he punctually iraited. He 
entered a store to learn Uie hardware business, where he acquired more than 
an ordinary character for integrity and steadfastness. As a proof of this, the 
proprietor of the business, at his death made him a handsome present, and 
his wife subsequently made him a legatee in her will. In the year 1869 he 
came to Cincinnati; and immediately entered into business with J. L. Wayne 
& Son, upon whose affectionate regBixd he obtained a deeper hold every year, 
80 that at his death Mr. Wayne mourned for him almost ai|f a son. He joined 
the Beformed Presbyterian Church in Cincinnati, and lent most heartily his 
influence and energy to build up the cause of his Bedeemer in that city. As 
b business, so in tiie church he was noted for punctuality. He ehdesred hiltt« 
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self very maoh to every member of the concregation ; lie was genial and 
pleasant ; he was manly and generous. He wiTi live in the memories of his 
brethren as an amiable and Christian young man. His death was sudden and 
unexpected. His Redeemer oame for him at an hour no one thought, but we' 
have good reason to believe He has taken him to that rest that remains for 
the people of G-od. He leaves a lonely brother in this city, who loved him 
only as a brother can, to mourn his loss ; also a sorrowing sister and bereaved 
unole, Rev. R. Johnstoa, (Wis.) — ^also two brothers in Iowa. His parents, 
who still live beyond the sea, doubtless were sore pained at hearing the sorrowfal 
intelligence ; but let them and us hear the apostle's estimate of earthly rela* 
tionships, (I Cor. 7 : 29-31.) Toung men, ponder well your days, and he 
ye also ready. 

** Bj what means shall a young man learn 

His way to purify? 
If he according to thy word 

Thereto attentive be.''' H. H. Q. 



At a meeting of the Sabbath School teachers of the Reformed Presbytman 
congregation of Cincinnati, the following action was taken in referenc ; to 
the recent loss, by death, of some of their membership, and ordered to be pub* 
lished. * , 

Whereas, It has pleased the Great Shepherd, in his ad9rable sovereigntji - 
to call away, after a short illness, one of our number, Samuel A. Johnston, 
we trust to a higher and better sphere, it is hereby ■ 

1. Resolved, That while we mourn the loss which we have sustaineci by ' 
the removal of a beloved brother and teacher, we desire to bear testimory to 
the consistent Christian deportment of the deceased, his devotedness in the 
discharge of duty, his punctual attendance at ordinances, public and social) 
his practical wisdom and constant endeavor to keep the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace ) and that these things, while they justly endeared him to 
us in life, and now hallow his memory, furnish us an example to walk in 
his steps, in so far as he followed Christ. 

2. That we recognize in this decease, and that of another esteemed young 
brother taken in like manner suddenly a few months ago (Mr. Robert Ewing, 
of Bethel, 111.), for a short time connected with us, the repeated voice of the 
Lord of the vineyard addressed to us, '^ Be ye also ready, for in such an hour 
as ye think not the Son of man cometh.^' 

3. That we tender to bereaved relatives on this and the other side of the 
Atlantic, our deep fraternal sympathy on this occasion, praying that the same 
grace may be given them as was given the suffering patriarch of Uz, when he 
said : ^' The Lord gave, the Lord hath taken away ; blessed be the name of ^ 
the Lord.'' James H. Finley, Ohairman and Sup't 



Died, at her .residence, near Bloomington, Indiana, Mrs. Margaret Eryin, 
in the 32d year of her age. Mrs. Ervin was born in Preble Co., Ohio, and her 
father (Mr. James Faris,) was ruling elder in Mr. McMillan's congregation, but 
after the division in the church her father and family, of which she was the 
youngest, moved into the Bloomington con^egation. 

The deceased was exceedingly quiet and inoffensive in her manner. She 
was no retailer of neighborhood reports, and as a consequence she was esteem- 
ed by all who knew her. She was remarkable for her punctuality in attend- 
ing to ordinances ; her seat was rarely vacant in the house of Grod, so that by 
her meek, quiet and orderly deportment she was an ornament to the cause she 
professed. Her death was sudden, and so severely was she pressed down under 
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llie weight of disease, that she was neither able to inform her physieian of her 
tat-; tendition, or enter into any conversation with her friends who waited anzionsly 
^; around her bed. And now, while they weep for the absent one, they weep not 
9tk as those who have no hope, for they confidently believe,, that as she loved and 
t V served her Redeemer in life, he would not forsake her in death. She leaves 
^ ^c: behind her a husband and little son to mourn their loss. CoBf . 

hir 

*^^ Drowned, in the Allegheny river, above Pittsburgh, on March 17, 1864, 

!!1S Robert Patton, Jr., aged 27 years and 11 days. 

'^ Robert passed his youth in the Cherry Street congregation, Philadelphia, and 
was admitted to fall privileges in the 1st Miami congregation, Ohio, in the fall 
of 1861. Here he continued in regular standing until death suddenly ushered 
him into a higher presence, and, as we humbly trust, opened to him the upper 
sanctuary, the assembly and chnrch of the first-born. Of a quiet and retinng 
disposition, he spent much time with his parents, to whom he was an affectionate 
and dutiful son. To them the bereavement is peculiarly painful, on account 
of uiicertainty that covers the manner and circumstances of his death ; but 
they have consolation in the fact, that his mother, warned by a strange and 
thn 7 repeated presentiment, had freely conversed with him in reference to 
his tjpes and trust, if the feared event should come. Alas, the presentiment 
was «'nly too quickly and sadly realized. Let youth be admonished and profit 
by this record. May they now remember God and prepare to meet him, for 
in sQ^h an hour as they think not, the Son of man cometh. Com. 

Th^ late appearance of this notice is owing to the loss, in som^ way, of on« 
prepAred at an earlier date. 

X^hsD, in camp, near Baltimore, Md., August 9th, 1864, W. J. Montgomery, 
of 193d Regiment P. V. The deceased was a pious young man. His prepossess- 
ing manners — neither timid nor bold, his kindness, his childlike confidence in 
those he loved, made him a universal favorite. But that which endeared him 
to Christians was his piety. At the age of twenty he became a member of 
the church of Christ. He was regular and punctual in attending all the 
weekly services, and enjoyed the hours of prayer and the study of God's word. 
He was a member of Sabbath school, and a good singer, and his sweet voice 
is missed in the sanctuary. Thus, according to the talents God gave him, he 
endeavored to do good ; and thus ifor several years he lived a Christian's life. 
But in his twenty-fourth year the Master called for him. He was attacked 
with dysentery. Gradually he went down into the Jordan of death. Higher 
and higher rose the waves, until, just as they were closing over him, he 
whispered (as it were), ^^ Jesus, heaven; take me, for Christ's sake. I want to 
go to thee. Love me, precious Saviour." M. 



le 



Died, August 29th, 186 ^, Margaret Jane Bovard, daughter of Robert 
Bovard, of Deer Creek, in the 29th year of her age. In the seventeenth year 
of her age, she made a public prefession of faith in connection with the Re- 
formed Presbyterian congregation of Union and Pine Creek, and continued to 
enjoy the fellowship of the church till her death. The middle-aged as well 
as the old-aged need to be made ready for the marriage supper of the Lamb. 
Happy are they who are satisfied with length of days at whatever period of 
life the Redeemer may call them frum the world to sit with him upon his 
throne. 



it 



Died, in Philadelphia, November 28th, 1864, in the 52d year of his age, 
BzEKiEL Stebbett, a member of the 2d congregation. His death was a 
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fitting close to a life of singular probitj and Christian ezoellenoe. It was calm 
and peaoeftil throughout^ and in the closing hours triumphant in the assured 
and joyful hope of the fruition of God. 

Died, on Sabbath, December 4th, 1864, Bev. Wiujam John Stayelx^ 
of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, Ireland. 



BOOK R0TICE8. 



Southern Slavbst kot foundbd ok SoaipruBs Wabbaht. Bj the Rev. WilliBm 
Sommeryille, A. M., Reformed Pregbjterian Minister, Comwallis, N. S. Price 12 
cents. Orders to be addressed to the author, or Rev. A. M. Stavely, St. Johns, N. 6. 

We thank brother Stavely, who forwarded to us the pamphlet 
containing this interesting lecture. "We have perused it with 
interest. Like all the proauctions of its author, it is clear, lorical 
and sound. We give an extract, taken almost at random, to wiow 
how he deals with the conventional usages of our day : 

'< But did not the slaves form a separate company ? — as they do, when they 
are permitted to share in the feast, ike song, the dance, in the South. Had 
they not a separate table ? — ^as many Christian churches, both in the South 
and North, have for slaves, on sacramental occasions, or those who, like some 
slaves, are guilty of having a black skin. The divine instructions give no 
indications of such social distinctions, and lead to the conclusion that they 
were not recognized. Sometimes, however, an incidental expression supplies 
an answer to a difficult question, to which a definite reply is sought in vain, 
and that expression having no direct connection with tibe subject which it 
elucidates. The Israelites were ignorant of any reasoDS why, in their feasts, 
slaves should not mix with masters, sons, daughters, and Levites. They knew 
nothing of the proprieties of Southern life, or the refined elevation of modem 
society. Th^ knew (mly ike law of Jehovah, Once on a time, Samuel, the 
prophet of the Lord, not a Southern gentleman, or a Southern clergyman, yet 
an honorable and an upright mao, and a judge or governor in the land, held a 
feast, to which the guests, about thirty persons, had a special invitation. Saul 
and his slave haa been wandering in search of the asses of Elish, Saul's father, 
which had gone astray, and met Samuel as he was going up to the high place 
to meet his guests ; Samuel, by divinH^suggestion, recognized the future king 
of Israel, and, having brought him into the parlor, set him ^e chie/est place 
among them that were bidden. Where did he set the slave of Saul ? He set 
him beside his mastery in the place of highest honor. I do not read that any 
of the guests rose and left the table, or even offered auy remonstrance against 
the indignity offered them. But Samuel's .parlor was not the saloon of an 
Atlantic steamer, nor a Halifax or Aii^erican hotel, nor the dining room of a 
modem slaveholder. We forget that Grod has made of one blood all nations in 
all the earth." 

We regret that the author uses the term "slavery," and its 
cognate term "8la\e," when speaking of servitude among the Jews. 
He uses them, it is true, in a good sense, but they have no good 
meaning. In the North, now, there would be as muchpropriety 
in using " murder/' or "murderer," in a good sense. The Scrip- 
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tnre terms "servant" and ** service," are the right terms. The 
author seems to have fdt a necessity for his phraseology, which he 
says he would have preferred avoiding. In our view, the necessity 
was wholly on the side of using the Scripture designations. This, 
which we consider a blemish in the wor^ does not at all affect the 
argument. ^ T, 8. 

From Robert Carter & Brothers, No. 630 Broadway, N. T. 

Ths Dawn or Hbateh ; or, the prinoipleg of the heavenly life applied to the earthly. 
By the late Rev. Joseph A. Collier, of Kingston, N.'T. 12mo. pp. 805. 

The themes discussed in. this volume are, the Universal law of 
happiness ; Holiness an element of heaven ; Self-renunciation an 
element of heaven ; Love an element of heaven ; the Presence of 
God an element of heaven ; Praise an element of heaven. There 
are many fine thoughts clearly and forcibly expressed. 

Talis and Skbtohbs of Ghristian Life, in different lands and ages. By the i.nthor of 
<' The Ghronioles of the Sohonberg-Gotta Family.'' 16mo. 

We have here a tale of the Egyptian Church in the third cen- 
tury ; sketches from the history of the Reformation in Italy ; 
sketches of the United Brethren of Bohemia and Moravia, &c.. 
The facts of history are presented in the charms with which the 
writer knows so well how to invest them. It is a highly readable 
book, and will amply repay perusal. 
God's Way or HoLuriss. By Horatios Bonar, D. D. 16mo. pp. 261. 

Like the numerous other works of Dr. Bonar, this one is replete 
with soufid views of divine truth admirably expressed. 

Hsi.B0URNfl Honss. By the author of «The Wide, Wide World." In two Tolomes, 
12mo. pp. 800, 806. 

As we have not found time to examine these volumes, we leave 
our readers to decide as to their merits. The authoress will not 
be equal to herself if she has not succeeded in creating a deep 
interest on behalf of little Daisy, the heroine of the story. 

From 'William S. and Alfred Martien, No. 606 Chestnut street, 
Philadelphia. 

JoBZPH THS Jew ; a tale founded on facts. By the author of ** May Mathleson." 1865. 
12mo. pp. 808. 

This well told story, sustained by real facts, illustrates the power 
of the gospel in the case even of the Jew. The history of Joseph 
and his family gathers around it an absorbing interest. 

Mabgarit's Siobet aho its Suoobss. By Mrs. Casey Brook, author of " Working 
and Waiting.'' 1865. 12mo.'pp. 840. 

The moral of this tale is good. It inculcates profitable lessons, 
though we confess to a preference for juvenile books containing 
more solid and substantial material. 

How Chablie Hblpbo bis Motheb. By Ruth Buck. 18mo. pp. 195. 
The Two Councils. By Catharine M. Trowbridge. 18mo. pp. liOl. 
JxNinB's BiBLi Vebskb. By same author. 18mo. pp. 158. 

Thb Poob Wsayxb's Fax ilt, a tale of Silesia. From the German ; by Mrs. Sarah A. 
Myers. ISmo. pp. 121. 

% 
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Hat and Feakk ; or % Mother's influenoe. By the Mithor of « Blind Nelly." I81BO. 
pp. 108. 

AH the above tastefully bound volumes are worthy the attention 
of the young. For the holidays they are just in place. 

Two additional packages of Album Cards— twelve in each — ^have 
been published by the Messrs. Martien. They are well executedi 
and will adorn the album in which they find a plac^e. 



CORRECTIONS. 



Messrs. Editors — I observe on cover of Ee/ormed Prethyterian and Cove- 
nanter for this month, a note from the Treasurer of Salt Creek congregation, re- 
questing the publication of certain sums sent to me which he thinks have nol 
been acknowledged. If he will turn to Re/orpied Presbt/terian and Covenanter^ 
vol. 11, No. 9, page 264, 6th line from bottom, he will find the $18.50 acknowl- 
edged. Mr McCartney sent me in Deo. 1863, $51.85, to be used for the tem- 
' poral'relief of the freedmqn, according to the best of my judgment. 1 retained il 
a few weeks. As the Board of Missions had no way of using it at that time, I 
handed it over to the Freedmen's Fund of the Western Sanitary CommissioiL 
and informed Mr. M'C. of the disposition made of it. I have already explained 
to the brethren in Salt Creek, that it coijd not be acknowledged by tfas 
Treasurer of Western Board of Missions, because he had never seen it. 

Perhaps I should acknowledge here a box' of clothing sent by Blpomington 
congregation to Natchez, valued at $200 ; a large package from Elkhorn congre- 
gation, value unknown ; sundry packages from a sewing society in St. LouiB^ 
value over $100 ; besides about $500 of clothing from congregations in South- 
ern 111 , that did not pass through my hands, but went direct to the freedmen. 

Allow me also to notice a sentence in Mr. S. M. Stevenson's last letter in Oct 
No. page 301. He says : '<l wrote a letter for publication about the middle of 
May, and sent it to Mr. M'Cracken at Synod in Philadelphia, expecting him 
to hand it to you. 1 have not seen or heard anything of that letter since/' 
The letter to which Mr. S. referc>, I handed to Mr. SprouU at Synod as soon 
as 1 received it, and it was published at the earliest possible moment in tlw 
Magazine, Sept. No. page 254. Yours respectfully, J. M'Cbacken. . 
St. Louis, Dec. I3th, 1864. 



In the Book of Discipline, page 119, line 7 from top of page, " form" should 
bo "from.!' The comma after '* institutions" should be a semicolon, and th« 
semicolon after " church" in the next line should be a comma. The same mis- 
take as it regards the word is in the old book, from which it was copied. Ths 
line in its connection should read thus : 

" Were entered into agreeably to this permanent institution ; and from ths 
unity of the Church, that these engagements, &c." 

It would be well for t^ose who have the book, to make the correction with a 
pen or pencil on the margin, to guard against it finding its way into futora 
editions. T. S. 



ACEIIOWLBDaMEKTS.1 

OoMBXHiD SiBiifl.— Acer's Point, Mn. Matson, 2; Boston, Jane M'Dowell, 
I 2, i 3; BloomTille, N. Rice, Conneautville, J. Steele, 2; Delhi, B. 
M'Lean, 4 2 , f 3; Elkhorn, W. Kennedy, 4; J. M'Glurkin, 2; J. Auld, S; 
Fayetterille, J. A. Renfrew, 3; Kortright, Mrs. S. M. Willson, 2; Konigf • 
berg, J. Steele, 3; Lisbon Centre, J. Ooleman, 8; MerettTille, D. M'Caw, 
3; Millford, A. Cairns, i 1, } 2; Meroer, J. Montgomery, J 1, } 2; New 
York, E. N. Shields, i 1, } 2; New Galilee, Rei. N. M. Johnston, 8; New 
Alexandria, Rey. A. M. MilUgan, Philadelphia, Mrs. Bradford, ^ 1, } 2; 
Mrs. Ecoles, ^ 2, f 8; Thompsontown, J. M'Minn, 3; Waltham, Susan 
Coggswell, White Cottage, W. Gladstone, J 2, } 3,^ each 1.00; Boston, E. 
Hamilton, i 2, 3, 1.60; New Castle, R. Speer, 1, } 2, 1.67; Ayer*s Point, 

D. M'Olay, 2. 3, Balm, J. Parks, 1, 2, Elkhorn, W. Miller, J 2, 3, | 4, R. 
Boyd, 2, 8, R. Shields, Sparta, Mrs. Jas. Holliday, Indiana, A. Donnet, 2, 
8, each 2.00; High Hill, M. Hardesty, J 1, 2, 8, | 4, Jamestown, W. Coch- 
ran, 1, 2, } 8, Kossuth, W. A. Montgomery, 1, 2, | 8, each 2.67. 

Allegheny, D. Wills, Mrs. Armstrong, G. Alexander, D. Euwer, Belknap, 
Martha W. Marshall, Black Hawk, T. Donaghue, each 3, 1.00; Boston, J. 
MTicker, 2, 1.00; Braddock's Field, M. Henning, 2, 8, 2.00; Cincinnati, 
A. Bovard, Clarksburg, R. Henry, A. M'Comb, each 8, 1.00; Creighton, J. 
Law, 4, 1.00; Dresden, A. Morgan, 3, 1.00; East Brook, J. Martin, 2, 8, 
2.00; Baston, J. Downie, 2, 1.00; Elizabeth, R. 0. M'Eee, Frazeyburg, Miss 
L Parks, each 3, 1.00; HarshaYille, Mrs. Short, 2, 8, 2.00; Hillyiew, H. M. 
Murphy, 2, 1.00; J%aiestown, A. M'Uhany, 1, 1.00; Liyermore, J. M'Creery, 
8, 1.00; Lynedock, G. Gray, J 1-3, 2.60; Lucesco, D. M'llroy, 1-3, 3.00; 
M'Eeesport, J. W. Stewart, 1, 2, 2.00; J. Blair, Mrs. Douglas, each 8, 1.00; 
Morgantown, J. M'llreTy, 2, 8, .2.00; New York, S. Bowden, 2, 1.00; New 
Concord, D. Stormont, (by mistake D. Stewart in Nov.- No.) 2, 1.00; New 
Castle, G. Boggs, 2, 3, 2.00; Olathe, J. Wallace, J. Cook, Portersville, Mrs. 
Scott, each 1, 2, 2.00; Princeton, Mrs. Horner, 1, 2, } 3, 2.60; Scrubgrass, 
S. Robinsen, St. Louis, Mrs. E. Watkins, Rey. J. M'Cracken, Tallycayey, 
T. Macaw, each 3, 1.00; Tidioute, A. Wallace, 1-8, 3.00; Turtle Creek, Miss 

E. M'CuUough, 2, 8, 2.00; Tuthill, Mrs. H. Wilkin, Union, J. D. Sproull, 
Venice, W. G. Thompson, Vanceburg, T. M'Cullogh, West Lebanon, J. Gil- 
more, each 3, 1.00; Wnynesboro, Miss S. Burns, 1-6, 6.00; Wilkinsburg, S. 
Henning, Mrs. Sinnard, each 2, 3, 2.00, S. Henry, Youngsyille, W. M' Kin- 
ley, Zanesyille, J. Stitt, J. M'Cammon, each, 3, 1.00. 

CovEKANTEB, Vol. XVIII. — Balm, J. Parks, Indiana, A. Dunnet, James- 
town, W. Cochran, New Castle, R. Speer, each 33 cts.; Double Sale, C. 
Wilson, 16, 17, 2.00; Kossuth, W. A. Montgomery, 16-17, J 18, 3.33. 

RsroBMED Presbyterian. — Dresden, J. M'Glade, (omitted in Feb. No.) 
^ 1.00; Fort Des Moines, S. C. Henderson, 6-8, 8.0C;' Jamestown, A. M'U- 
hany, Lucesco, D. M'llroy, Monticello, Mrs. N. Hagan, each 7, 8, 2.00; 
M'Keesport, J. W. Stewart, 6-8, 3.00; Olathe, J. Wallace, 8-8, 6.00, James 
Cook, 6-8, 4 00; Pittsburgh, Miss M. Donaghue, Rix Mills, J. Forsythe, 
each 8, 1.00; Tidioute, A. Wallace, 7,8, 2.00. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT. 
Receiyod, Noy. 24, 1864, of Baltimore cong., per Rey. W. P. Johnston, 
$22.86, being a *< Thanksgiyibg collection for special distribution m re* 
lieying the Freedmen of the City of Washington." 

T. M. Elder, Supt. of MMon, 

Will you please insert in the Reformed Presbyterian and Covenanter the 
^following acknowledgments that were oyerlooked and neglected at the 
proper time, owing to the dissolution of the Western Board of Missions, 
receiyed for the Frcedmen's Mission subsequent to the report to Synod. 

* J. M'Craokih. 

May 31, Wm. Brown, on behalf of the heirs of Rey. Wm. Sloane, $89 00 

July 8, Mrs. Jas. Guthrie 26 00 

8, Wm. MTracken, 6 00 

8. M. M'Cracken, 6 00 

Aug. 1, Treasurer of Old Bethel cong., 46 00 

Oct. 6, " «* '* lis 00 

15. *• » '< , 66 2$ 

* Lost bj mail. 
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EECEIPTS FOR. FOREIGN MISSION OF B. P. CHUROH. 
1864. 

Not. 28, John Long, Sr., of FajBlon, Vt i $1 00 

80, Rer. JoBhaa Eennedj : 10 00 

80, Oollection of Ist coiig.,Nowburgh, for Bending PhjBioian 

to Syria : 29 16 

Peo. 3, Sharon c^ng., Iowa 20 00 

8, Clabinda eong., Iowa ^9 00 

8, Walton cong 29 66 

9, Jonathan's Greek cong., 14 00 

9, John Robinson, of Tomika, 2 00 

9, Rochester cotag , N. Y 34 50 

13, Sabbath Sohool of 8d cong , New York, per H. Carliflle.. 100 00 

Id, MisR Eliza B. Spence, of Kortright oong., receiyed on ' 

20th May last, by oyersight omitted ^ 60 

24, Sandusky cong., 0., being a Sabbath's collection 17 80 

24, St. Louis, by mail, signed-a Tenth to the Lord 6 00 

. 26, Princeton cong., Ind 82 00 

William Brown, 
TVetuurer of Foreign Mistion^ 1636 Loemt St. PhUa, 

Key. C. D. Trumbull mailed a letter to my addresB on the 7th of October 
last, containing fifteen dollars from Lind Groye congregation, which hM 
been lost or stolen. W. B. 

RECEIPTS FOR DOMESTIC MISSIONS. 
1864. 

Noy. 6, D. Qregg, Pittsburgh, Pa $100 00 

5, Vernon cong., Wis., per W. L. Wright 12 00 

7, Ladies' Missionary Society, Kortright, N. Y., per Mr. J. 

H. BogM 6 60 

8, Alex. "Wallace, per Dr. T. SprouU ^ « 6 00 

8, Interest on Acheson bequest, per Wm. Brown 6 26 

Dahikl fiuwiR, Treoiurer. 
RBCKIPT8 FOR THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 

E2«D0W]IK!tT FUND. 

1864. Noy. 28, Dayid M'Kee, Brookland, 20.00, John M'Feters, |3.26f 
Dec. 14, Wm. Donaldson, Philadelphia, 10.00, H. Donney, Philadelphia, 
10.00. 

CC7R&BMT KXPKH/;KS. 

Noy. 28, David M'Kec, interest, 2.10; Acheson Bequest, 62.60; Noy. 80. 
S. Allen, 60 cts.; J. Montgomery. 76 cts.; J. Wier, 76 cts.; W. Cochran, 60 
cte.; T. M'Feters, 38 cts.: J. M'fctefs, 87 cts.; A. M'Whany, 50 cts.; Dec. 
7, Interest on U. S. Bonds, 120.00, Premium on same, loO.OU; Dec. 14, Wm. 
Donaldson, 60 cts.; A. Mackey, 6.00; Wm.Keys, 18.00; II. Donney, 1.80; 
A. Bowden, New York, 25.00. 

Noy. 9, Mrs. Purker, in last report, should be Mrs. Long, New York, 
endowment, oO.OO. 

Dec. 27, Hugh Graham, supplement to Prof. Willson, 60.00. 

D. Gbrgq, Trea8tirer. ^ 



Key. John Crozier is ajpointtcl ly th%Poai(l of I'omestic Miseions 
to preach Jahuary and February in Indianapolie. 

The 1'biid Congregalion of Philudclj-hia have n-nde a call for J. W. 
Sproull. 
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GENEVA COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE 

KOBTHWOOD, IiOQAN COUNTY, OHIO. 



The next session will open on Wednesday, April 4th, and continae eleven te^ks. 



In this Institution, now under new arrangements, it is intendec 
to give young men a thorough academic education, and to prepare 
students for entering the advanced classes of the best colleges in 
the country. In the Female Seminary the course of study will be 
as full as that of the best institutions, and young ladies will be 
graduated. The two departments are united in recitations as fat 
as the academic course extends. 

In the Ladies' Seminary there are two courses of study. One 
includes the Natural, Mental and Moral Sciences, Mathematics, 
Belles Lettres, &c. The other, in addition to these, will include 
Ancient and Modern Languages. 

Parents at a distance are assured that no eflFort will be spared tc 
make the Institution not only a school, but also a home for the 
young; and special care will be taken that the pupils observe the 
laws of Hygiene. Due attention will also be given to their moral 
and religious culture. 

EXPENSES. 
Tuition. — Primary Branches, including Geography, Arithmetic, 

English Grammar, and Elocution, - - - }7 00 

Higher Branches, - 8 00 

Higher Branches, with Languages, - - - 9 00 
Lessons in Piano Music, extra. 
Board, (for ladies in the Seminary), including furnished rooms 

and fuel, $4 00 per week. 

Boarders are required to furnish their own light, towels, and 
toilet soap; and (for the present) a pair of sheets and pillow slips. 

All bills are to be paid one-half in advance, and the other half 
before the close of the Term. 

From the tuition of the children of Clergymen, 25 per cent 
may be deducted. 

Text books and stationery furnished in the Seminary, at the 
lowest prices. 

For further information inquiry may be made of the Principal, 
through the post office, Belle Centre, Logan Co., Ohio. 

N. R. JOHNSTOIS', Principal. 

NoRTHWooD, Ohio, Feb. 1st., 1865. 

P. S. Before the beginning of the Collegiate year, or Fall Ses- 
sion, there will be a fuller announcement of the Sessions, the 
Course of Study, the Faculty, and other completed arrangements. 
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OUR TESTIMONY. 

Continaed from page 8. 

in. The results of our Testimony in this land for Christ and his 
Mh, 18 the third topic. 

First. It aroused earnest opposition. This was to be expected. 
The prince of this world is too shrewd not to know that the difFn- 
lion of light is damaging to his kingdom of darkness. To prevent 
this he adopted the policy of exciting odium against the witnesses for 
the truth, to silence them by intimidation or by force. This is one 
of his old arts. Through his influence our Lord was charged with 
"perverting the nation ; " the apostles were branded as ^'themen 
that turned the world upside down,*' and Paul was called "a pes- 
tilent fellow, and a mover of sedition." There is some pretext for 
this. Truth is a disturbing element in social organizations that 
are founded on false principles. It is aggressive and revolutionary, 
tending to purge out of them what is wrong and to conform them 
to its own standard. It is quite natural that those who are identi- 
fied with such organizations as are indifferent to the claims of 
Christ, should Tesist a faithful testimony for them. For this end 
they find detraction and slander ready appliances, and they do not 
icruple to use them. 

So soon as the Covenanting Church assumed in this land the 
position of the witnessing church^, testifying against the nation for 
the dishonor done to God by omitting in the Constitution to ac- 
knowledge him and his law, and by fastening more firmly the 
Glitters on the slave, efforts were made to neutralize her testimony. 
This was done not only by the openly infidel and wicked, but also 
by professed followers of Christ. Reproach and intimidation were 
freely employed. It was not to be endured that she should de- 
dare that the government that did not acknowledge the authority 
of God and of Christ was immoral, and require her members to 
rafrun from incorporating with it. The epithet, '^ Anti-govern- 
Mot men," was freely applied to them ; they were frequentlj 
told tbAl tiie goverameat should give them bo pto\A^oik^ w^ 
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in some instances they were threatened with civil prosecution. 
They were a "spectacle to the world." 

Second. The number of the witnesses was small. This follow- 
ed necessarily from their position and their work. Popularity has 
charms too powerful for the men of the world to resist ; it is the 
idol at whose shrine they worship. It requires a knowledge of tho 
truth, and a strong attachment to it, to induce any for its sake to 
forego the advantages of citizenship, and endure the trials to which 
they will be subjected on that account. Other churches in most 
points orthodox, yet refusing to take this high position on behalf of 
the rights of God and of his Son, were comparatively easy of accese. 
In the way of entering their communion, a renunciation of civil 
privileges did not lie, which was the obstacle that hindered many 
from uniting with the Covenanting Church. 

In 1833 a schism was made Irom the church on this very ground. 
,Like Gideon's army, we had become too numerous. Owing to lax- 
ity of discipline in some quarters, persons were received into the 
church and allowed to remain in her communion who neither be^^ 
lieved the principles of her Testimony, nor conformed to the prac^ — 
tice that a faithful exemplification of the Testimony required. Th^ 
design was manifested on the part of some to compromise th^ 
church's position by abandoning the distinctive practice of th-^n. 
church, at the same time holding professedly her distinctiv 
principles. They proposed still to maintain the truths of Christ***" 
headship over nations and the supreme obligation of his law, brrnj 
they declined to disfranchise themselves, in order to give practic^^ 
efficacy to these truths. The church was not, however, to t>e 
moved from her position. She determined to continue in witness, 
ing for Christ, both in profession and practice, until the end of h^j. 
Testimony be attained. The result was a withdrawal from her 
fellowship, leaving her with numbers sufficient to continue her the 
witnessing church. 

Third. To some extent, an interest in the truth contended for 
was felt and manifested. It is a singular fact, that at the time of 
the schism just mentioned, the anti-slavery agitati<fti began in the 
country. It first made its appearance in New England. The minds 
of the descendants of the Puritans were prepared to receive the 
truth regarding human rights for which we contended. The testi- 
mony of the church against slavey was earnestly borne at an ewly 
day m at least one of the New England States. Strong-minded, 
men and women took hold of the great principle that "all men aress 
created free and equal, and are endowed by their Creator with th^ 
inalienable rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness,'' 
and their zeal in its advocacy was not a little quickened by the £ei(^^ 
that some of their neighbors, whom they knew to be intelligei^i 
and conscientious, would have no sworn connection with the go^T^- 
ernment, because of the protection and sanction which it gave to© 
slavery. The result wad that a large part of those wljo were called 
Ab New England abolitionists refused to vote and hold offices us* , 
dertbe OAnstztotion because of itopto-Awwj c^^%x%.<!fcQ;t. . ." J 
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The testimony of the church against the infidelity of the gov- 
ernment made slower progress. The studied ignoring of Christi- 
anity and its Author in the Constitution, was considered an excel- 
lence not merely by the irreligious, but by the great mass of 
professed Christians. To no declaration uttered by the witnesses was 
the public ear more thoroughly closed than that which respected 
national homage to God and to his Sorf. It was not until within a 
few years, when God by his judgments has been calling on the 
nation to inquire into the causes of his controversy, that any dis- 
position has been manifested in the religious community to yield 
to the force of truth, and acknowledge the guilt of the nation on 
the points charged against it in our Testimony. We have now, 
however, the satisfaction of knowing that every article of our Tes- 
timony is endorsed by our brethren of other evangelical denomina- 
tions, except that which respects the duty of refusing to incorporate 
with the government under its present constitution. And this 
must follow ; for it cannot be that conscientious men will not carry 
out, in a consistent practice, principles which they believe' and 
earnestly advocate. 

Fourth. The truth entered as an element into the politics of the 
nation. "I come,** says Christ, "not to send peace on earth, but 
a sword.'* Truth and error are antagonisms, that cannot meet with- 
out producing a struggle. This is what we now see in this land. 
The voice of the witnesses bearing testimony for the equal rights 
of men, repeated from the ballot box, is re-echoed in the thunder- 
ings of artillery in many a battle-field. Pseudo-philanthropists 
hoped by compromise to prevent this terrible collision. The hope 
was based on the atheistic assumption that there is no God, or if 
there be, that he stands aloof from the affairs of nations, leaving 
them to work out their own destiny independent of his own moral 
government The light shining in Ihis dark place, in few and 
feeble rays it is true, has upset the calculations of proud and 
boastful men. "He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh, the 
ifjord shall have them in derision. Then shall he speak to them in 
wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure.'* He saw prepared by 
himself an agency secretly working that should dispel tliese il- 
lusive dreams. The truth declared by a coVnpetcnt number of wit- 
uessoB, is this resistless power. "The weapons of our warfare are 
not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong- 
holds." 

And what is the spectacle now before us? The country that 
boasted of its strength and unity is broken ami divided. The i^ortl) 
aod the South are engaged in a desperate struggle for the mastery. 
Slavery as the immediate cause, and in connection with forgetful - 
ness of Qt>d, the moral and procuring cause, has brought on the 
nation this terrible calamity. The resistless force of events ordered 
by divine Providence has, in spite of human wisdom and foresight 
plied to their utmost, verified the oft-repeated warning by the wit- 
nesses that the hand of God would be laid on the nation in Vighteoub 
jndgmenUf, nnleM it repent and give him g\oYy. TY^ste \.^%^^\clcfcs.^ 
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was intended and suited to convince the nation that its only safetj 
was in repentance and reformation. Failing in this, the alternate 
effect was to hasten on the day of vengeance. Wherever the truth 
was received, it produced stern and unyielding opposition to the 
wrongs in the Constitution and acts of the nation, which it brought 
to light and exposed. ^Exhibitions of slavery as an outrage to man 
and a crime against God, aroused earnest opposition against the 
great wrong. This opposition was not slow to manifest itself on the 
field of political controversy. An anti-slavery party in this way 
came into existence and increased until under another name it be- 
came the ruling party in the nation. The despots of the South 
seeing their power to control the affairs of the nation hopelessly 
gone, had recourse to the desperate expedient of casting off the 
authority of the nation and forming an independent Confederacy. 
"This their way is their folly." "The wicked is snared in the 
work of his own hands." "This is the Lord's doing, and it is 
marvelous in our eyes.'* 

Fifth. The deliverance of the churches from the trammels of 
potitical influence. For a long time the churches around us were 
silent in regard to the sins of the nation. From their fellowship 
slaveholders were not excluded. Voting and holding office under 
the Constitution were reckoned privileges and duties. Political 
preaching, which meant preaching against the sins of the nation, 
was acccun'ted an outrage on the sanctity of the pulpit. To con- 
tend that Christ and his religion should be acknowledged in the 
Constitution was pronounced to be an attempt to interfere with 
the liberty of conscience, which would lead to persecution. This 
abnormal position of the churches was due to the false principle 
generallj' embraced, that submission in all things to the Govern- 
ment was a religious duty. And this error is chargeable to the 
oath of allegiance to the Constitution. In this way the Constitu- 
tion, in political matters, aHd not the law of God, was taken as 
the rule of duty. 

But a most favorable change has taken place. The churchea 
nearest us began first to feel the effects of our Testimony on im 
subject of slavery. The Associate Church, a number of years 
before the union which constituted the United Presbyterian 
Church, excluded slaveholders from her communion. The Associ- 
ate Reformed Church was approaching the same position. By 
the terms of the union, slavery is forbiaden in the U. P. Church. 
That body placed itself in its organization on the very ground with 
regard to slavery thai we had occupied from the begiVimng. And 
it promises welt for the future of this church, that this point was 
reached by union. 

It was not so with other churches. They were divided by the 
same cause that rent the nation asunder. Slavery was the wedge^ 
and and an enlightened public opinion the drivin^^ force. Under 
such pressure personal attachments and the pride of being a 
national church were made to yield, and division followed. The 
Northern ohurchea felt a aeparatiou to be a reLieC^ becaoae i^. freed 
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them from the reproach of being slaveholding churches. The 
cajise of truth and righteousness received fresh accessions of 
strength. Those who felt themselves trammeled by ecclesiastical 
connection with oppressors, began to speak and to act on behalf of 
the. cause of human freedom with zeal and earnestness. And - 
prominent ministers and members of these churches are employing 
their influence to have the very amendments introduced into the 
Constitution for which we have all along contended. And in their 
highest assemblies during the past year many have given thiB work 
of national reformation their judicial sanction. In all this we see 
the church in general responding to the call of her Head, address- 
ed to her in his word and by his witnesses: "Awake, awake, put 
on thy strength, Zion ; put on thy beautiful garments, Jeru- 
salem, the holy city, for henceforth there shall no more come into 
thee the uncircumcised and the unclean. Shake thyself from the 
dust; arise and sit down, O Jerusalem; loose thyself from the 
bands of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion.'' 

Finally. The recognition by the nation of Messiah as its King 
and Lord. This is a future result, but not in the least degree uncer- 
tain. The connection between the means and the end is most \ 
manifest. The witnesses of Christ in every way in which their 
testimony could be rendered effective, urged on the attention of 
the nation the great truth that he is Head of civil communities by 
a divine con«»titution. They declared and demonstrated that the 
nation's only safety is in bowing to Immanuel as its King,, and 
taking his law as its rule. Faithful to him to whom they made 
an entire surrender of themselves, they refused to incorporate with 
the nation because it refused to submit to their King. Slowly, it 
is true, but certainly, conviction is finding its way to the hearts of 
the people. Already slavery is almost everywhere denounced as a 
dVime. The religious community are yielding to the force of truth 
on the great subject of the nation's duty to God arid to Christ. 
Throughout the orthodox churches, with but few exceptions, the 
ijoctrine of Messiah's Headship over the nations is believed and 
taught. And this truth once embraced, and its importance duly 
estimated, acts with wondrous power on the public mind. Every 
one converted to it becomes himself a witness to demonstrate and 
prove it to others. *'The Lord gave the word; great was the 
company of them that published it." 

In the 11th chapter of Revelation this eiFect of the testimony 
of the witnesses is clearly presented. For a long time they prophe-- 
sied in sackcloth, obscure and despised. Their faithfulness, as it 
began to tell on the stability of immoral civil power, excited the 
rage of ungodly rulers. '' They tormented those who dwelt on 
the earth." A power so formidable to the quiet and permanence 
of Satan's kingdom must at all hazards be crushed. *'The beast 
that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against 
them, and shall overcome them and kill them." Then follows a 
short season of rejoicing over the unburied bodies of these world's 
tormentorB. But lol there are signs of vitaWt'j, , TVi^ «^mt o^ 
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life from God has entered into them, and they stand upon their 
feet. And in response to a great voice from heaven, saying to 
them, *'Come up hither/' they ascend up to heaven in a cloud, in 
the sift'ht of their eiiemies. 

And mark what follows: "The s'ame hour there was a great 
i^arthqnako, and the tenth part ot the city fell.'* An earthquake 
as a prophetic symhol means a revolution. Simultaneously with 
the resurrection and elevation to ecclesiastical position and power 
of the witnesses, the kingdom of Satan on earth shall be overturn- 
ed. The tenth p^rt of the city falls. Seven thousand names of 
men*, perish in the earthquake. Those titles of social distinction 
which demagogues assume to themselves, and which they ply so 
successfully in deceiving 'and leading the masses, will then be 
blotted out ; and the nine-tenths of the human family will be no 
longer the dupes and victims of the rest. When the turpitude of 
party leaders shall be unveiled to public view, in the light of dis- 
honor to God, and outrage on man, under the weight of a right 
public opinion, they will sink into immeasurable depths of dis- 
honor and forgetfulness. Then the remnant shall be aftrighted, 
and give glory to the God of heaven. And then, preceded by the 
sounding of the seventh trumpet, shall be heard the joyful acclaim, 
"The kingdoms of this world are become our Lord's and his 
Christ's; and he shall reign forever and for ever." And then, 
too, shall follow the thanksgiving song of the church of the re- 
deemed throughout the world, "We give thee thanks, Lord God 
Almighty, who art, and wast, and art to come ; because thou hast 
taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned." " The kingdom 
and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole 
heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High, 
whpse kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall 
serve and obey him." « 

With a few practical remarks, I will now bring the lecture to a 
close. 

L The position of witnesses for Christ is one of honor and 
responsibility. Before our Lord ascended from Olivet he addressed 
his apostles in these significant words : "Ye shatt be witnesses unto 
me both in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto 
the uttermost parts of the earth." What an honor was coijferred 
on those who were called out to this service ! Appointed Christ's 
chosen representatives to sec that his truth shall be maintained,' 
and his claims asserted, they were highly distinguished. This 
honor is to all his faithful servants, in every age. "Them that 
honor me, I will honor." 

But it is a position of great responsibility. An important trust 
is committed to the witnesses, and results the most momentous 
depend on them. The destinies of the world, under Christ, are 
in their hands. They exert a mysterious influence on the con- 
dition of men. "These have power to shut heaven, that it rain 

* ThJ8 is the literal rendering of the original of Rey. 11:13. 
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uot in the days of their prophecy ; and have power over waters to 
turn them to blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues, ^s 
often aQ they will/' Realizing the magnitude of the work in 
which they are engaged, and their accountability for the trust 
^ committed to them, how strong the motives to be faithful! 

II. The witnesses should guard against becoming taint and dis- 
couraged. True, the disproportion between the means and the 
end is great. But this is what God has ordained. The truth 
exemplified in the progress and results of this mighty conflict is 
that declared by the prophet Zechariah: "Not by might, nor by 
power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts." On this point 
the utterances of the word of God are clear and distinct. " jFear 
not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Israel, I will help thee, saith 
the Lord, and thy Redeemer, and the Holy One of Israel. Behold 
I will make thee a new sharp threshing instrument, having teeth ; 
thou shalt thresh the mountains, and shalt beat them small, and 
shalt make the hills as chaff. Thou shalt fan them, and the whirl- 
wind shall scatter them, and thou shalt rejoice in the Lord, and 
shall glory in the Holy One of Israel." "'God hath chosen the 
foolish things of the world to confound the wise, and God hath 
chofeen the weak things of the world to confound the things that 
are mighty; and base things of the world, and things that are 
despised, and things which are not, to bring to naught the things 
that are: that no flesh should glory in his presence.*' "They 
overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and hy the word of 
their testimony." 

III. Special diligence and faithfulness are required as the period 
of finishing the testimony draws toward its end. This is no time 
to falter. The closing scenes of the long conflict are at hand. 
Indeed, the final struggle seems to have already begun. The 
truth of the supremacy of Immanuel is still scouted by the nations 
of the w^orld. Strong inducements are held out for the witnesses 
to abandon their vantage position, on which they have so long and 
30 successfully contended. We are forewarned that ''some ot them 
of understanding shall fall, to try them, and to purge and to make 
them white, even to the time of the end." The heart sickens as 
the eye is turned to the land of our covenant fathers, the land of 
Knox, and Henderson, of Cargil, Cameron and Renwick, and 
dees those on whom the mantle of these worthies has fallen, throw 
it aside and spurn it as the worn out livery of an unfashionable age. 
But the sight should stir us up to more earnest and determined 
resolution an d eflbrt. Conscious that a prize of priceless worth is at 
stake, let us with a more burning zeal, in profession and practice, 
maintain the testimony of Christ to the end. We are encompassed 
by a great cloud of witnesses. The eye of our exalted Head is ou 
us, and he is cheering us with the animating words, ''Be thou 
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life." 

IV. Even now there arc indications of the success of our Testi- 
mony. What else mean those conventions all over the country 
to have the Constitution amended ! What else the utterances of 
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naie you one-fifth of that and we will call it eighteen cents. I want 
also a little pork. I have usually paid you about five cents per 
pound, hut money has depreciated some, and I want to be generoica^ 
to say nothing of honesty, I will donate you one cent per pound, and 
give you six cents/' Would I be likely to secure your everlasting 
gratitude ? The donation you speak of may ease your conscience, 
but is it all that even-handed justice requires ? 

S, — ^Theu you really think we should pay you the enormous sum 
of one thousand dollars, or more, do you? 

J. — That would indeed seem k large sum for a country parson. 
But would it be out of proportion to other things ? Would it be 
more "enormous'' than fifty cents per pound for butter and six- 
teen cents per pound for pork, &c. ? 

S. — ^But it would be utterly impossible for us to raise that 

amount. We, too, have to pay high prices for everything we buy, 

• and we are nearly all doing' already as much as we feel able to do. 

J. — Perhaps that "impossibility** depends on the will. The pro- 
duct of your labor brings you this year about three times as much 
as it did a few years ago. Then money was scarce with you, and 
you often had to borrow and go in debt to get along, now you have 
money to lend. You can afford to pay high prices. And if you 
have to pay high for everything else, why should preaching be an 
only exception ? You have been paying all along fifteen dollars a 
year. You can pay forty-five dollars just as easily now. Why 
should your labor and its product be worth so much and mine so 
little ? And which is hardest, for each member of the congrega- 
tion to pay me a small additional sum out of your earnings^ in order 
to pay me equitably for preaching to you, or for me to pay you a 
large sum out of my capital for the privilege of preaching to you ? 
I have talked plainly, Mr. Smith. Perhaps I have too much feel- 
ing on this subject. But the money expended, the debt incurred 
and the perplexing questions of economy that I have had to settle 
the past year, must be my excuse. 

S. — What you say, I confess, looks reasonable in th^y^ but it 
will not do in practice, I hope times will be better soon. Good 
morning, Mr. Jones. 



THE REFORMED P8BSBYTERIAN MAfiAZINE 01 CHURCH DISCIPLINE AND OTHER 

MATTisRS. 

'^ Let them, once for all, resolve to cast no one out of the church except for 
offenses against which the Church's Head has denounced that penalty." 

We find this sentence in the last paragraph in an article in the 
December number of the Reformed Presbyterian Magazine^ Scot- 
land. The article is a notice of the action of our Synod with re- 
gard to the war questions. The sentence quoted above, italicised 
evidently to call attention to it, is the j^idvice of the writer to u.s 
how to manage our ecclesiastical affairs. 
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We mention, by the way, that the Magazine has ceased to come 
to us in exchange. Had it not been for the kindness of a friend 
who is a subscriber, from whom we obtained the reading of the 
number referred to above, we would have been ignorant of the 
counsel so kindly tendered. Whether the omifesiod to send the 
Magazine is from accident or design, we do*not know. On the 
extract given we offer some remarks. 

1st. It is a new idea of the end of discipline, that it is to cast 
offenders out of the church. We have been taught that "the 
power which the Lord hath given is for edification, and not for 
destruction.*' 2 Cor. 10: 8, and 13: 10. And even when ex- 
communication has to be resorted to, it is "for the destruction of 
the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord 
Jesus." 1 Cor. 6 : 5. But according to the sentiment of the ex- 
tract before us, to cast offenders out of the church is the end for 
which discipline is to be exercised. This, indeed, may be the re- 
sult, of discipline, but the end oT discipline, as we have been 
taught, is to bring offenders to repentance and reformation of their 
lives. 

2d. It is a new idea that political identification with a nation 
whose Constitution is unscriptural is not an offense against the 
Church's Head. We obtained our views on this subject from such 
texts as these: Is. 8: 12, ^' Say ye not a confederacy to all them 
to whom this people say a confederacy.". 1 Cor. 6 : 17, *' Come 
out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and 
touch not the unclean thing.'* Eph. 5: 11, "Have no fellowship 
with the unfruitful works of darkness." Rev. 18: 4, "Come 
out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and 
that ye receive not of her plagues." But we are told, in the 
article from which we have quoted, that "the only course consisterit 
with an enlightened attachment to tie sole Headship of the Lord 
Jesus Christ over the church, is to do as the Scottish Synod has 
done," that is, to allow the members of the church to identify as 
clcsely as they ple?*8e with the civil institutions of the land, how- 
ever immoral they may be. 

3d. It is a new idea that church censure is penal. There are 
some offenses, we are left to infer, against which the Head of the 
church has denounced the penalty of being cast out of the church. 
This has to us an Erastian odor. To inflict penalties belongs 
to the civil magistrate. The censures of the church are for the 
removal of scandal, and to reclaim the offender. Gal. 6: 1, "If 
a man be overtaken with a fault, ye who are spiritual restore such 
an one in the spirit of meekness." 

We must decline the counsel proffered to us, and go on in our 
old way of employing the discipline of the church to restrain her 
meiiibors from acting in any way inconsistent with their allegiance 
to Chrl-t. and to reclaim any who may have broken their engage- 
ments to him. 

The following is from tl^ same article: 

'The rolatioos between the Irish Synod, represented by the Covtnanitv^ 
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and the sister Synod in America, (owing to circumstances "^hicli we need nol 
explain,) are such, that the }atter cannot walk contrary to the mind of tht 
Belfast Magazine without finding itself in angry collision with many of iti 
own members." 

There are few, if any, of our brethren, however much our Irish 
cotemporary may be esteemed among us, that will give it the credit 
awarded to it in the above extract, of influencing, in the elighteet 
deo^ree, the action of S^niod. We think for ourselves, and en- 
deavor to know and to do our duty without heeding dictation from 
any quarter. 

The fallowing, taken from the "Notes on Public Affairs," in the 
same number of the Magazine, gives pretty clear intimation where 
our contemporary is found on the American question : 

'^ The balance of advantage has of late been on the side of the South. 
Grant, at Petersburg, while hoping, by son e new movement, to surprise thi 
enemy, found them prepared at every point, and was driven back with the 

loss of 3,500 men. Sheridan, who was pursuing Early, has been checked and 1 

driven back. . In a sudden attack made by the Southern general, with a small | 

force, be lost 7,000 men, although the victory finally remained with him, while \ 

the loss of the enemy was small. Sherman seems in a position of danger in ^ 

Atlanta, from having his communications threatened, while Hood, whom ht J 

was sent to drive out, is ranging at his pleasure, with a force that is estimated i 

at 30,000.'' ^ 

Is the wish in all this the father to the thought ? To us it is in- 1 
conceivable that anyone who desires the slaveholding confederacy .^ 
to be broken up, could make such a record without expressing a | 
single regret that the armies of freedom were so unsuccessful, j 
And where did the writer get his facts, or rather his misstatements? 
We would like to account for the readiness with which our trans- 
Atlantic friends credit exaggerated accounts of Confederate vic- 
tories, and their slowness to Itelieve the truth in regard to Federal ' 
successes, in consistency with their claims to be Covenanters. 
But it is hard to do it. We have some curiosity to see what will 
be said in regard to the victories of Thomas over Hood, and what 
of Sherman's triumphant march through Georgia, and his capture 
of Savannah. T. 8. 



'WHY DO C0VEi\iNTBK8 DO flOTUING!'' 

The testimony of the witnesses is not confined, in its influence 
for good, to those who hold it, but is and always has been, of uni- 
versal interest; hence those principles which underlie its operations 
should be well understood by all. " Why do you do nothing f and 
*' Why not help to make things better ? '* are questions that we often 
hear propounded, and we must admit that in themselves thes€ 
queries may be pertinent, and we should be ready to give them a.B 
intelligent and candid answer. But in order to do so we should 
look at the matter in the light of nature, of history, and of tint 

-y/ of God. When we are c\\arged V\\\i 4ovt\?^ Tiol\iva%> it 
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asually means no more than that we do not vote at elections. 
^ov(, while we fully appreciate the importance of the elective 
franchise in its own place, and the duty of every one to engage in 
its exercise, when the way is open consistent with the moral law, 
we would inquire whether or not voting be an element in reforma- 
tion at all. 

And, Ist. If the election be merely an expression of the will 
of the people, how can it promote reformation until the will of 
which it is the expression be reformed ? Hence it is evident that 
the reformation must precede the vote. For as no stream can rise 
higher than its fountain, so the expression of the minds of the 
people at the ballot-box can rise no higher than its fountain. 

2d. But if the ballot box be so prominent an element in refor- 
mation as it is represented to be, may we not expect to find the 
reformers of past ages using and advocating it as such ? And 
here let us look at the means that have been successful in times 
past. And, Fifst. How did the great Hebrew abolitionist, Moses, 
carry on his work ? Did he enter into the political arena in the 
land of Egypt, or did he retire from it and leave himself liable to 
the charge of doing nothing f Doubtless, if politics be everything, 
he did nothing, yet he was successful as an instrument in setting 
Jree the oppressed. Second. How was the great reformation 
carried on under Christ and his apostles? Did they vote at 
elections, or did they Jcave themselves liable to the same charge 
that is now brought against dissenters, of ''doing nothing?** Yet 
they, too, were successful. But, coming down to a later period, 
let us inquire, in the third place, how Luther carried on reforma- 
tioD in his day. We admit that for a time he professed strong 
attachment to the head of the system against which he was battling. 
Bat we find that in proport;ion as he advanced in reformation, he 
cast. off his professions of loyalty to the Pope, till finally he public- 
ly committed to the flames, with his own hands, the canons of the 
Romish Ghurch, together with the Pope's bull against himself. 
This was such a dissent as put an end to Tiis influence in the 
Romish Church, yet did not put an end to his success as a reform- 
er, but after all this, by a faithful testimony and dissent, he over^ 
came the powerful opposition that was brought against him ; and 
this, too, while engaged in what we are now told is ''doing nothing^** 
while his enemies were engaged in those political means that are 
now considered so powerful. Yet none will say that his work wa« 
a failure. But we may also see the same principle illustrated in 
oar own land during the past few years. One political party, 
formed years ago, expressed its willingness to allow slavery to ex- 
ist where it then existed, but would not allow it to spread anj 
&rther. Another party was willing to allow it to extend into the 
territories yet free. Still another very small party in the land de- 
clared as its principles, that slavery should neither exist where it 
was, nor extend elsewhere, holding, at the same time, that the 
Oonstitution was wronff in recognizing the sjrstem at all. The 
former two parUes both carried their respective theories J:o the 
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ballot-box, while the latter refused to vote at all. We may no? 
aak, which of these parties is most likely to be successful ia'ob 
taining its desired end? And so sure as coming events east theii 
shadows before them, we may rely with confidence on the fact thai 
the Ruler among the nations acts in our own day and land, ir 
carrying on his work, in strict accordance with past precedents. 
Third. But we are directed, in the infallible word, to come oul 
and be separate. We are also taught that the witnesses overcame 
by the blood of the Lamb and the word of their testimony. 

And finally, we remark, that if the reformers whom we hav€ 
mentioned, and others whom we might name^ used any other 
means of reformation than Covenanters are now usipg (imperfect- 
ly, we admit), may we not hope that some friend will point out to 
us what those means were, that we too may &dopt them. But if 
such cannot be shown, let us be encouraged to stand fast under 
that banner which* has been made mighty through God in times 
past, relying 6n it in time to come, as others have done before ue, 
who have not been disappointed. T. M. H. 



THE CHURCH IN TH£ MISSISSIPPI YILLEY, \ORTII. 

Therb is here opened up to the church a wide field for mission- 
ary j^nterprise, claiming her prompt and energetic attentiob. 
Whue the church is wide awake in regard to her duty in sending 
the gospel to the heathen abroad, there is a good deal of apathy 
in respect to the heathen at home. Her domestic missionary eii- 
terprises are scarcely deserving of the name, if we leave out of the 
count what she is doing among "the freedmen'* of {he South. 
But some one may say, this of itself is enough, all she can do. 
Surely not^^ Attention to duty in one place will be no excuse for 
neglecting it in another. And certainly the church has not ex- 
hausted her resources, while many of her members are increasing 
their wealth by thousands every year. 

. It is true, these are not heathen in the sense that pagans are; 
nor have they been neglected, and systematically degraded as th( 
enslaved race have been. They are civilized, enjoying all the ben 
efits of a free educational system, and in certain localities possess 
ing a considerable degree of refinement In addition to this, larg 
numbers are professors of religion, being members of some churck 
Almost every one will go to church somewhere on the Sabbatl 
But this does not amount to much after all. The time of the Sal 
bath not spent in church is spent in visiting and other amusement 

The religion is of every type. Almost every kind of ism ev€ 

heard of has its followers here. There is no scarcity of religio"! 

teachers. They are so numerous that preachers are largely at 

discount The great majority of this class are uneducated^ haviv: 

neitJberihtelligence^ refinement, noT good Mnnd. wmto^n fL^nfte; J 
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fact, oftentimes they are not celebrated for piety, even according to 
their own loose forms. Their leading trait is an intolerable 
amount of impudence, and not sense enough to be ashamed ot 
their ignorance. And yet they have plenty of hearers and follow- 
ers. Evangelical preaching is much needed, and in many places 
loudly called for. The class of emigrants who arc settling up ''the 
Great West" to-day, are entirely of a difterent order tVom those wlio 
made the first settlements. In those days when the Ijardy pioneer 
crept into the wilderness by many long weeks of slow travel, he 
found himself away from churches, schools, and even the society 
of civilized men, and soon sunk into a semi-savage state. Few 
indeed, but those who were of a fierce and sullen disposition, ven- 
tured to place themselves on the outskirts of civilization. Thcte 
were satisfied with any form of religion and any kind of preaching, 
that aflforded an opportunity for assembling together that they 
might hear the gossip of the neighborhood. The preaching was a 
mere incident. And hence, any man who had impudence enough 
to put himself forward became a preacher. And these, impercept- 
ibly, brought the religion of the district to their own mould. They 
were all of the Arminian school. But the condition of things is 
materially changed in these days when, in '• the Far West " the snort- 
ings of the "iron horse*' can be heard as he dashes through miles 
of unbroken forests, or over the virgin soil of the wild prairie. 
Parts once remote are now brought into close proximity, distance 
i3 no longer measured by miles for practical purposes, but by the 
time taken to travel to a given point. The long trains that daily 
traverse the iron track carry with them men of enterprise and ed- 
acation, who are seeking tor themselves and families new homes 
in the West, These will not be satisfied with the forms of religion 
and kind of preaching that formerly obtained here. They require 
something of a higher order. 

Besides, there are many of otir people who have located at various 
points in the West, forming the nucleus of societies in desirable 
locations. Sometimes several families are to be found in one lo- 
cality. Their poverty drove them westward. Their scanty means 
were not enough to enable them to own any real estate in their 
former homes. And although here they have very materially bW- 
tered their condition, they are unable to do much to obtain preach- 
ing among them. 

If the church would take under her care a few well selected 
points, and place in these, active, zealous and acceptable preachers, 
quite a numoer of new congregations would be built up in a few 
years. This should be done in som* of the larger towns where our 
people are found. First, because these have a commanding in- 
iaence over the surrounding community, both as re^rds sentiment 
and morality. Second, in these the lines are more distinctly drawn 
between evangelical professors and the irreligious than they are in 
•ountry places. Third, because these are true missionary grounds. 

1 The morality of the masses is of the lowest order, irrelirion is the rule. 

\ iDd iofldeli^ often rtmptmt* (In Davenport a\otie^^(t^N9^st^^\^ 
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to l)e seveiitem hundred infidels two years ago.) But in these placei 
nothing can be done without a permanent place of worship, and 
then constant preaching: But this will require the united effort! 
of the whole church. If left to the presbyteries, very little will b« 
aiccoraplished, for the simple reason, that when the field is most 
promising, presenting the most openings, they have not the meani 
of its cultivation. As the case now stands, presbytery sends two or 
three days preaching in six months to each of its so-called mission- 
ary stations, and then its treasury is in danger of being overdrawn. 
This amounts to about nothing in the end. Our people become tioed 
of doing without preaching and move away ; the young people ia 
the mean time having found some other denomination, who, in 
this matter, are wiser in their generation than we are. And thui 
the society is broken up and the post vacated, some other church 
coining in and enjoying the fruits of our labors. Some years ago 
an opening presented itself in that little western village known by 
the name of "Chicago,** but the presbytery having it in charge 
could neither command the means, nor find a suitable man to cul- 
tivate it, and the opportune moment passed away. And now in 
that stirring city of more than one hundred and fifty thousand inhab- 
itants, we have not a single family. A number of other like in- 
stances could be pointed out, if necessary. 

If the church intends doing anything in this field, it mast be 
done soon. It will not do as well a few yeans hence. We will b« 
losing ground, and others will occupy the field. One word more. 
It will not do to send to these places inexperienced men, or men 
who are unpopular as preachers in our old established congrega- 
tions. When our principles are now gaining ground on every hand 
our people should exert themselves in the work of church exten- 
sion. These are just the times that will demonstrate whether 
there has been any just ground for the charge of bigotry, that has 
so often been brought against us, because of our holding on so te- 
naciously to our peculiar principles. If we are not willing to labor 
and make sacrilices, if our people are not ready to contribute and 
•pend their surplus means in lengthening Zion's cords, then their 
nghteousness does not much exceed the righteousness of the 
Scribes and Pharisees of old. "Blessed are ye that sow beside all 
waters, that send forth the feet of the ox and the ass." ♦ 



PRESENTATION. 



A VERY interesting meeting took place on Friday evening, De- 
cember 30th, in the Second Reformed Presbyterian church, llth. 
street, New York. The occasion was the presentation to the 
pastor of the congregation, the Rev. Andrew Stevenson, of & 
testimonial of the respect and esteem of the people among whom 
he baa ZftZ^oreduniotarruptedly for a ]^WL<>d ot tioiutu*^ sfeorr*- 
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The Eev. R. Z, Willson was called to preside. The meeting was 
opened by prayer by the Rev. John Brash, and singing a portion 
of the 136th psalm. Xhe chairman briefly stated the object of the 
meeting, and introduced Mr. James Wiggins, one of the elders of 
the congregation, who made the presentation. He referred appro- 
priately to the long and &ithful services of the pastor, and stated 
that the testimonial he was about to present was to be regarded as 
coming from the young persons in connection with the congrega- 
tion. He then presented a purse containing seven hundred 
dollars. The pastor responded in a feeling and appropriate 
manner, accepting the present as an evidence of the love of his 
people, and of their appreciation of his services among them; and 
touching briefly upon some of the leadjng incidents in the history 
of the congregation since he assumed the pastoral relation. 

Addresses were also delivered by the Rev. James Thompson, 
Rev. John Brash, and Rev. John H. Boggs, after which the lOOtii 

Salm was sung, and the pastor closed the meeting by pronouncing 
e benediction. 

To say that the meeting was a very pleasant one, is as little as 
eould well be said. Pastor and people seemed equally pleased 
and delighted, and we are satisfied that such an expression of 
esteem on the part of a congregation to their pastor, does much 
to strengthen and perpetuate that cordiality of feeling and unity 
in action which is necessary, as well for his comfort and encour- 
agement, as for their edification and growth in ffrace. 

We should not neglect to mention that a resolution was passed, 
desiring the pastor to furnish a committee with copies — for publica- 
tion—of the sermon preached by him on the twenty-fifth anniver- 
sary of his jnstallation, and of the address prepared by him for 
the present occasion. 



EXTRACTS FR»1 IT DIARY. 

Messrs. Editors — I promised you a brief account of my labors 
m Ireland in behalf of the Freedmen's Mission. I now give it in 
the form of ^^ ExiracU from ray Diary.'' The chief incidents of my 
experience and observation, which are of any public interest, are 
embodied in these "extracts." 

To economize time and space, I have been compelled to com- 
press much into very small bounds ; hence the style is elliptical, 
explosive, and, doubtless, sometimes hard to be understood. 

Though I received your letters soon after the middle of Septem- 
ber, and took steps immediately for engaging in the work — visit- 
ing, in the meantime, Glasgow and Edinburgh for that purpose — 
it was not till the 25th of October that I got fairly at work. 

For reasons which I need not state, I thought best to begin mv 
mission in Ireland, and afterward go ix> England and BcotlandL 
That mypvu^pooe wmb not folly oanied into o^isAeataiOTi^^^^^x* 
4 
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tracts" will show, and the reasons thereof. They are herewith 
submitted. 

Oct IsL Bade adieu to my two traveling companions to-day, 
who sailed from Liverpool for New York in the Kangaroo, sony 
that I, too, was not going. Stood on the "tender*' a long time, 
waving them out of sight, and wishing them a safe and pleasant 
voyage across the great sea, "old ocean's gay and melancholy 
waste." 

Went to Belfast with Dr. Newell to-day, to see some of the mag- 
nates of the city, in reference to a meeting. Took an Irish jaunt- 
ing car, which the Irishman has described as a cab with the wheels 
inside. We sit at the side, over the wheels, with our feet down at 
the sides of the wheels, our backs t6 each other, and our 
faces to the side of the road. They drive furiously, and charge 
you a sixpence a drive under a mile, or a shilling an hour. Drove 
two hours, and missed them all. 

6th. Saw Dr. E. today, at his own house. " Can anything be 
done here for the Freedmen V " I inquired. " Yes : good work. 
Something can be done. Must avoid the issues between the North 
and the South. Answer the charge that is made against the North 
in reference to their ill-treatment of the negro. Your mission is 
benevolent. Stick to that. No need to go to a man and give him 
occasion to close his purse. Had 1 discussed the subject of slavery 
when I was in America, I would not have gotten half the money 
I did." " I will put you on a plan. Com^ to my house to break- 
fast, Friday morning. I will invite some of my brethren to meet 
you here, and we will arrange," &c. 

1th. At Dr. E's. at the appointed hour for breakfast, half past 
eight. One by one the guests come in. Break^st over, my 
mission is introduced. Stated what had been done among the 
emancipated negroes, what we were doing, and what we wished to 
do. Full and hearty sympathy. Said they "couldn't send theix' 
help through a purer channel than the R. P. Church." "Preactfc- 
in our leading pulpits ; state the case." "Have a public meeting*-, 
then get the money." " Preach in Dr. Cook's church first." G^:^ 
to Dublin and meet the Board of Missions next Thursday." "Can" ^ 
have a public meeting next week," &c. &c. 

9th. In Dr, C*8. pulpit to-night. Tremendous large hous( 
More than a thousand persons present. The Dr. uses the inspire 
psalms entirely ; cut the hymns and paraphrases out of his psal 
book, and had it rebound. 

lO^A. At breakfast with Dr. Cook this morning. The greate^= 
truths are the simplest ; so are the greatest men ! Here is a trar- — ' 
in profound sympathy with the poor everywhere. No cry of dL 
tress comes to him unanswered. 

I said, "Dr., how is it that you have never visited America T' 
"I nefver could get time. I have all the extra preaching of tMrD 
Presbyterian Church to do. Any body that has a new church -t( 
open, I must go and preach a sermon.*' 
That splendid mind that fox \ia\{ a eeutaty \i*8ts^ m<^\4!^ ^xigV 
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immense influence for good over the masses is e^en yet a sun-like 
source x)f light. But here 1 see how true it is that "years steal 
fire from the mind." "The keepers of the house begin to 
tremble.'* "lie is walking thoughtful on the silent, solemn «hore 
of that vast ocean he must sail so soon/* 
l^tJi. In Dublin to-day, the ciiy of beautiful women, splendid 

farks, fine columns and famous college. How little changed since 
trod these streets five years ago! 1 mat the large Board of Mis- 
sions to-day. They were from all parts of Ireland, many of them 
leading men in the church. 

But one sentiment in reference to the work I proposed. It was 
the '' proper and hereditary right of the R. P. Church in America 
to look afte^ the emancipated negroes.** "The Lord always be- 
friended the negroes.'* 

IQth. The leading church in Belfast was ofl[ered for a meeting 
this week, on the condition that " none of the speakers should say 
anything against either the North or the South for their treatment 
of the negro." I have not accepted, and the meeting is delayed 
another week. 

19(A. Visited' Rev. Rogers, Moderator of the General Assembly 
for two successive terms. I have not spent a pleasanter evening 
in Ireland. "Reading maketh a full man, conference a ready man, 
and writing an exact man ; " but here is a man full^ ready ^ arul 
exact 

Half in sport and half in earnest he said, " ^y sympathies are 
with the South." " Can you tell me," I said, " how it comes that 
the people in this country so generally sympathize with that in- 
famous slaveholders* rebellion ? " His reply was laconic : " In this 
country we have a sort of respect for downright blackguardism^ but we 
despise hypocrisy,'' 

When Dr. N. and I left, it was with^a pledge that I should re- 
turn and spend a day or two with him. 

2d)h. Public meeting to-night. It was called by Drs. Cook, 
Edgar, Morgan and Gibson, and announced in all the churches. 
It was held in Fisherwick Place Lecture Room. The hall was 
full. Dr. Morgan presided. I took tea with him to-night. He is 
pastor of the wealthiest congregation in Belfast. The humblest, 
most constant, most devoted, and most successful everyday worker 
in Belfast. 

In his address introducing me, he would give no opinion of the 
\var — which was right and which, was wrong. Said nothing, only 
to deplore it. He heartily recommended my mission to the 
liberality of every Christian man and woman. 

After my address. Dr. E. moved the following : " That we have 
hard with much interest the statements now submitted with reference to 
the liberated slaves of the United States ; and that the present seems to 
n a peculiarly favorable opportunity for prosecuting the efforts now being 
made for the amelioration of their condition, temporal and spiritual.'* 
In. his own style, racy, humorous and telling, he spoke for half an 
hour, cloBwg with a splendid eulogy upon CovenaiiYfei^. '-''TWj 
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are the very people to come here after money. They have always 
stood up for the slave. They have been anti-slavery in America, 
when to be anti-slavery was to be put down.*' (Tremendous cheers.) 

The Rev. G. Shane, a thorough Northerner, and a most devoted 
friend to the poor, moved, " Tmt considering the great importance of 
the object^ and gratefuUy remembiring the generous response accorded by 
our American brethren to the appeals that have been rnade to them on be- 
half of the destitute of our own land^ we hereby tender them our support 
, in the present underixiUng^ and cordially commend it to the liberality of 
the Christian public.'* Here came sentiments \vhich had the tme 
ring. "He had been greatly grieved at the tendency of public 
sentiment running so strongly in favor of the South. He must be 
candid — could not be so cautious as the chairman,*' ic. &c. I had 
breakfasted with him, and was prepared to expect this. He is one 
of the few men who thoroughly understand what is at stake in 
this war. 

Other speeches were made, and in spirit, the meeting was all 
that could be desired. 

26tA. In company with Rev. G. S., hard at work to-day. The 
meeting had been fully reported in fotir dailies, and everybody 
knew our business when we called, but nearly eve^VY body had no 
sympathy for the work. They were afraid it would, in some way, 
be helping the North. Where I hoped to receive XIO and X20, I 
got £1 and £2, and sometimes nothing. 

21th. I have Dr. Glasgow for my guide to-day. He has been 
missionary in India for 21 years. I took breakfast with him and 
his family, when he exhibited a vast amount of curiosities gather- 
ed in that country during his residetice there. He is in thorough 
sympathy with us. Success very moderate. 

Zlst Made a brief statement in the noonday prayer meeting 
to-day. At the close of the meeting a lady put ten pounds into 
my hand for the mission. Public meeting in New Town to- 
night, in a church where the pulpit stands twenty feet high. 

All the ministers have expressed profound sympathy for the 
fllaye. "In so far as the North -was God's hammer to break slavery 
to pieces, they were all S[ortherners.'' 

ifov. 2d. Meeting in Cookstown to- night. Rev. J. P. Wilson 
had invited half a dozen ministers to meet us at his house to take 
tea. Let it be said to the credit of the ministers in this part of 
Ireland, that they are generally total abstainers. Their speeches at 
the meeting were of the right kind. 

M. We breakfasted with the Rev. Mr. Ledlie this mornings 
who, at heart, is a Covenanter. Rev. G. Crawford is our com- 
panion to-day. He is " an Israel in whom there is no guile." He 
would willingly devote a month of his time to this work, could he 
be of any use to me. 

1th. 1 arrived here ( Newtown-Limavady,) at 6 P. M., and was 

met at the station by Rev. George Stein, whose guest I am. I had 

been j^reaching on Saturday and Sabbath. Sabbath night ( in Btra- 

Ikme^ in Bev. QibBon^B church,) and Monday (to-day) in brother 
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Chancellor's, assisting him at his communion, and though wearied 
with so much speaking and traveling, I spoke with considerable 
freiedom to-night. Eev. J. Kennedy, whom I had formerly visited 
and learned to esteem, was at the meeting to-night, and spoke. 
My reception here was most cordial and hearty. 

'l%th. Preached this evening in the 1st Presbyterian Church, 
Londonderry, to an aristocratic audience. The house is very large 
and comfortable. It stands inside the walls. The congregation 
is two hundred years old, and I believe has always had two pastors 
on equal footing. My statement here was fuller than usual. This 
evening in Dr. Denham's church. Brother Nevin, whom every 
body in Derry loves and esteems, dismissed his congregation that 
they and he might be present and hear my statement. The Dr. 
strongly recommended my mission — said he had seldom heard a 
more pressing call. Brother N. and I took tea with him after the 
services were over, where we met Dr. Robson and lady, mission- 
aries to Damascus, who expressed great delight at hearing from 
Mr. and Mrs. Beattie, our missionaries, who they said they had 
learned to love in Damascus. After spending a delightful Sabbath 
evening, we returned to Mr. Nevin's, whose guest I was, but not 
till they had each placed in my hand a pound for the mission. 
Derry is a High Tory town, and I met with very little substantial 
sympathy. 

16ih. In Coleraine to-night, just in time for the meeting in the 
Town Hall. Met Dr. M'Auley, of Few York, who helped me at 
the meeting. Though I had little success here, I shall not soon 
forget some friends I made, and who became most warmly in- 
terested in behalf of the poor negroes. "0, to he rick! '* exclaimed 
a good lady to me, after I had made a statement concerning this 
most inviting missionary field. 

19>ih. Very cordial meeting to-night in brother RusselUs church, 
Ballyclare. Mr. R. is greatly esteemed in the vicinity, and de- 
serves it all. 

• 20th. After a two weeks' tour I am again in Belfast. This 
evening I was in the Townsend street church, Rev* Mr. Johnson's, 
of the General Assembly. In introducing me Mr. Johnson said, 
"Brethren, Mr. Mc. is here to-night to make a statement before 
vou in reference to the emancipated negroes in America, and what 
nis people are doing for them. In tlie providence of God he 
comes here with clean hands. His church in America is the only 
one that has always had clean hands. They have always refused 
communion with the slaveholder," &c. tc. Mr. Johnson has been 
in America, and, like every one else who has been there, he under- 
stands the great interests at stake in this war. He has received 
from the Lord a good wife, who is one. of the most active mission- 
ary ladies in Belfast. She said to me at dinner, "You were very 
cautious in your statement, but I know you are a Northerner. I 
am too." 

24/A. Dined to-day with Dr. Young, the American Consul in 
Belfast. He has ceased to display the " stars aud stripes,'' \i^^^\i&fe 
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they were so offensive to the masses in the city. He is thorough- 
ly disgusted with the British sentiment on the war. Donated 
fifteen pairs of Jadies' cuffs and collars for the benefit of the 
mission. 

21th, Made three addresses today in Bailie's Mill church, (R. 
P.) and in the 1st and 2d Boone Mills, (P.) Rev. S. Shanks, who 
is the most active minister in the anti-slavery cause that I met in 
Ireland — instant in season and out of season — made me his guest. 
In introducing me he passed a very handsome compliment upon 
our church. "Brethren, I am happy to have an opportunity to 
introduce to you the Rev. Mr. Mc./rom America^ from the North- 
ern States of America, FROM THE COVENANTING CHURCH 
IN AMERICA, a church that never bowed the knee to slavery ! "' 
He and the Rev. Mr. Dobbin, both Presbyterian ministers, put my 
collecting cards into the hands of young ladies, that they might 
canvass the entire community. 

28^A. News from home to-day that the Board has no supply for 
my pulpit. My decision is made at once. Though the work is 
just begun, and there is every encouragement to prosecute it, I do 
not see that it is my duty to remain longer, at great sacrifice both 
to myself and my congregation. Bade adieu to-day to my friends. 
Called upon Dr. M'Cosh. He received me most cordially. Express- 
ed the profoundest sympathy for the country in its efforts to put 
down that gigantic slaveholders* rebellion. He is truly a great man. 
How often have I sat at his feet, in my own study, as the ^'Divine 
Government^ Physical and Morale' or '''Typical Forms and Special 
Ends in Oreation^'' was the theme of earnest investigation. 

2Wi. Called this morning with Miss H. upon Mrs. Ferguson. 
Was glad to see me. Strange to say, had just been inquiring 
whether I had left the city yet Desired to give something to the 
mission, probably £20. I intimated that X40 would support a 
teacher among the negroes for a year— that if she thought proper 
to give that amount I should see that* the Board would send out a 
teacher to be recognized as supported by her^ &c. &c. She said • 
she would give it if she had it. On examination found she had it, 
and gave it. It is blessed to receive under such circumstances, but 
the Master says, "It is more blessed to give.'' Hoping that she 
would receive the blessing, I bade her good bye. Bidding farewell 
to a lady who left two sovereigns in my hand, I took a cab for the 
Fleetwood steamer, and arrived at 7 P. M. 

Z^th. Had a tremendous gale. all last night. 'Twenty feet of 
the bulwarks of the *' Tynwald" carried away this morning; mate 
and carpenter disabled — deck house stove in — cattle killed, and 
things smashed up generally. I was thrown out of my berth three 
times. Every body sick. Some as bad as the boy who said the 
(irst hour he was sick he was afraid he would die, and the second 
hour he was afraid he wouldn't. 

Wo put into Douglas, Isle of Man, at 11 A. M., for repairs. In 

twenty minutes the wife and daughter of the wounded mate were 

on board aud weeping over him iu great d\atTe^^* ^\i\&\& ^Wi^Vj 

♦ 
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harbor. Here, in tUe season, beauty, wealth and fashion congre- 
gate. Here are many splendid hotels and fine churches. 
♦ Dec 1th. The storm on the Channel prevented us from going 
on the "Cuba," on the 3d, and now again we cannot go on the 
"Kangaroo" to-day. Had my traveling bag stolen, and some 
money, last night, just when I was ready to leave Manchester. 
Ran to the detectives' office ; gave description of bag and contents 
to be sent to every police station in the city. Qave my address, 
and left. After going a hundred yards I returned to give in 
another item, forgotten, viz. three gold dollars, and my pocket 
book. The central office in which I was is in telegraphic commu- 
nication with all the offices in the city. Just now there is a call 
from Main street station. Detective, with hands at his ears, reads 
the message. (All messages are read by sound.) Asks his assist- 
ant to read my description. "It is found." "Read on." "All 

right." " Go with this gentleman to street station." Fifteen 

mmutes after the bag was stolen it was taken from the thieves, a 
mile from the place they got it. It was taken directly to the 
street station, opened, and a description of contents tele- 
graphed to the central office while I was standing there. In half 
an hour from the time it was taken, I was again in a cab on my 
way to the railway station. I must here commend the British 
police. Their system is vastly superior to our own. Let travelers 
remember that in these old towns in Britain there are many thou- 
sands of practiced thieves. Nothing is safe out of your hands. 

The package of Freedmen's goods did not come with me last 
night, and hence we did not sail to-day. 

8th, Here in Liverpool are four sects of Covenanters: the 
Peoples' party, the Graham party, the Cunningham party ! and the 
Irish Synod party. Her$, as originating with one of these parties, 
Iheard some unpleasant rumors concerning myself, in consequence 
of my preaching in the Presbyterian pulpits in Ireland. I com- 
mend to some of these brethren the 9th commandment for their 
serious study. I desire here to plant the heel of most unbounded 
contempt upon the man, whether in Liverpool or Glasgow, who 
started the cry ^'New Lighty'* upon myself and my traveling com- 
panions. 

10/A. On board the " Africa" at 8 A. M., and ofl* for Boston. 

2ith. Arrived in Boston harbor this morning. Dies irce shall 
be written of every one of the fourteen days spent upon old ocean. 
"Dark, heaving, boundless, endless and sublime" — I met no harm 
upon thy "foaming, bursting tide." Heavy norther all the way. 
Tremendous gale of fifteen hours duration. I have seen the 
works of the Lord, and his wonders in the deep. How true, 
"man*s control stops with the shore." "Our thoughts were heard 
in heaven," and he who rides upon the whirlwind, and directs the 
winds and the waves, embarks with his own people. 

Cgmpanions in the voyage generally genial and agreeable. Shut 
up for that length of time together, we become much as one 
family. Onlj one thing unpleasant. " Thou ihviaible spirit of 
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wine, if thou hast no name to be known by; let ns call thee devil.*^ 
Drinking men become fools, then mad. How hast thou divided 
friends, and coveped the face of Gk)d*8 people with shame ! 

25th. Delivered an address this evening in brother Sloane's 
church, New York, in reference to the Frcedmfen's mission. Cot 
lection, $120. 

81»t. Hpme again. " The proper means of increasing the lov^ 
we bear our natiYe country, is to reside some time in a foreign 
land." Shenstone, thy words are true. 

Jan. Istj 1865. In my own pulpit once more. Some familiar 
faces are gone. They have feUen asleep. "Thou turnest man to 
destruction." "Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord." 

I trust these notes may be a means of exciting a little more in- 
terest in behalf of our Freedmen'a mission. Even yet we are 
scarcelv half in earnest. I delivered an address to my own people 
upon that subject since my return, when they raised at once J115 
for clothing. Let us all be more earnest and liberal. " He that 
hath pity on the poor, lendeth unto the Lord." 

In addition to those alre ady named, I desire to express my 
thanks to Dr. Houston and W. W. Houston, for encouragement 
in my mission, and important services rendered, gratuitously. 
Wra. W. Houston kindly agreed to take charge of all funds that 
would come in after I left. J. L. M. 



REJOINDER TO NOTICE OF H.H. HELPER'S LETTER. 

Messrs. Editors — The "notice" of Mr. H. H. Helper's lette:: 
in the December number of your Magazine, over the signature or 
J. E. W. Sloane, might have been passed over in silence, had i" 
not, unwittingly we trust, misrepresented parties to whom it re* 
ferred. 

It is wholly mistaken, when it represents Mr. Helper's letter a 
"indicating a course for our missionaries to pursue." The lettea 
was private and personal. And it is equally at feult in referenc 
to the publication of the letter. It was placed in the hands of 
member of the "Domestic Board of Misq^ons" for the benefit c: 
the Board, to show that the field of labor at Femandina was the* 
unoccupied. Mr. Helper was correct in his judgment in referenc 
to the male instructor for the school at that place, and that t 
knew well the condition of the colored people over whom he he 
been superintendent. When the "notice" calls this judgment 
Mr. Helper a "contemptible sneer," it assumes not only the pla^- 
of the "overseer," but the unenviable position of a criiel as 
merciless slaveholder with "whip" in hand, "coercing" over^o^ 
thousand men, women and children into silence, denying to th^ 
tie freedom of choice. A communicatiOTi \^ m Wife Vi^xid^of t:J 
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same "Board," written by a colored man of Fernandina, who has 
exercised the office of ruling eld^ for sixteen years in the Presby- 
terian Church, and signed by twenty officers and members of the 
Methodist and Baptist churches at that place, on behalf of all the 
colored men, women and children on Amelia Island, asking the 
" Board'* to send them a male teacher to conduct the school in 
Fernandina. This is the free choice of over fourteen hundred 
persons who not long since were considered ^chattels," incapable 
of willing or ehoosmg^ and who corroborate the judgment of Mr. 
Helper. I raise my protest against a "notice" that assumes the 
position that those colored persons who have been under the in- 
struction of Reformed Presbyterian teachers for two years, are 
incapable of choice. Mr. Helper is a strong man, and uses strone 
language about teachers with whom he is personally acquainteo. 
He differs from the "notice," for it "affirms" that aU the women 
sent by the Freedmen's Association were well qualified." Now 
v^hat is the matter of fact? The Freedmen's Association relieved 
Rev. Mr. French from the duties of General Superintendent of 
Education' in the Southern Department, and appointed Dr. Bel- 
lowes as his successor. The learned Dr. proceeded to Beaufort, 
S. C, and on examination relieved Miss K — . from her position of 
teacher of contrabands, on the ground of incompetency. The same 
young lady afterward taught a class of white children, and re- 
ceived a handsome salary from her friends in Beaufort. The 
'^ notice " is most felicitous in one point. It introduces its writer 
as a member of the examining committee. This is information for 
the public, at whose impartial bar we leave both the "letter" and 
the "notice." 

J. Kennedy. 

Bsi7BHXAN]>, Pbl. Co., N. Y., January 8, 1865. , 

It seems from the above that we were mistaken as it regards Mr. 

K*B. desim in sending Mr. Helper's letter. We would not have 

published it had we known it was not sent for publication. We 

' regret that it has given rise to any controversy. As both sides are 

now heard, let the matter end. — ^fcns. 



STRIA IHBiOR. 

IiETTEB FBOH REV. B. J. BODDS. 

Latakiybh, December 1, 1864. 

Deab Bbbthbbk — ^Tour welcome favor of the 27th September, 
enclosing a letter from Prof. SprouU, which was also very welcome, 
came duly to hand. Eight glad you may be sure we were, and 
very thankful to learn that it was appointed for Dr. Metheney aud 
Mr. Seattle and their families to sail in October. 'Fiom \)!ci\^ >caa^ 
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forward we shall look for th6m by every steamer that arrives from 
Alexandria. God guard them and guide them, and bring them to us 
soon in the fullness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ. For a 
year and a half we have had a dreary, lonely time of it, and we 
are now overjoyed with the prospect of the morning of joy so 
near and so bright. Yet it seems that we needed to be admonish- 
ed not to expect any^ morning too bright in this world. Our meet- 
ing with Mr. and Mrs. Beattie will be saddened with grief for their 
new bereavement; and God is afflicting us in the sufferings which 
he has been pleased to lay on our dear young brother Hammud, 
who seems to be in the last stages of consumption. I have but a 
feeble hope that he will live to see Mr. Beattie and the Doctor. 
He suffers much, and requires much attention; but he seems to be 
well sustained by that faith and that hope which the gospel brings 
to the suffering Christian. He has a room in the school house. 
His mother is with him all the time. He has the best medical 
attendance that the town can afford. I see him several times in 
the day, and frequently sit up at night with him. The time that 
I find it necessary for his comfort to spend with him, and the con- 
cern which I feel for hita when absent from him, greatly hamper 
me in the discharge of the ordinary duties of my calling. I think 
I wrote to you before that when the usual time arrived for the re- 
opening of the boarding school, after the summer vacation, I was 
hindered by the want of money from gathering in the boys. 
When my bills came, Hammud's illness stood in the way of any 
profitable resumption of this branch of the work, so that it still 
stands in abeyance. When Bro. Beattie and the Doctor come, 
there will no longer be any obstacle in the way; but it is doubtful 
whether we will begin by bringing the boys to town, .or by repair- 
ing the buildings in the mountains, with the view of transferring 
the boarding school thither. The latter is the more probable ; 
and in that case, as building cannot be commenced till the month 
of March, and will call for a husbanding the resources of the 
mission for that purpose in the mean time, it is not likely that we 
shall open the school till spring. You know that for more than a 
year there has been subject to our order the sum of £52 sterling, 
for the express^ purpose of repairing the mission buildings. You 
will be gratified also to hear that I received the other day from 
our good friend Mr. Lyde, a remittance to the amount of £25 
steflrlinff, for the Nusairiyeh education fund, over and above his 
usual half-yearly contribution of <£30. He has also promised an 
additional ^25, to be remitted in the spring. These <£50 are equiva- 
lent to $300 or $400, as exchange goes now in the United States. 

We are all well, except that Mrs. Dodds has slight attacks of 
fever, from time to time. "^ 

We were glad to hear of the improved health of your esteemed 
chairman, and we hope that the Lord will speedily complete his 
restoration to his wonted strength. Mrs. D. desires to be remem- 
bered to you all, and to all your families. 

Yours in the gOB^el, "BL J. Donns. 
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FREEDMES'S MISSION AT WASHISOTOIV. 

L Washington, D. C. January 12, 1865. 
Eds. Re/formed Presbyterian and Covenanter — I wish through your 
ges to make the following acknowledgment of moneys and 
tores sent, in answer to my "Appeal/' for the relief of Freedmen 
tt Washington. 

1864. Cash, 

Nov. 24, Thanksgiving collectiou from Baltimore congregation, $22 35 

Deo. 1, JFrom Reformed Presbyterians in West Va., per J. Orr, 15 00 

" Congregation of Miller's Run, per Dr. Sproull, - 113 50 

** 6, Cong. Pittsburgh and Allegheny, per D. Gregg, - 357 55 

" Brookland cong., per D. Gregg, - - - - 51 00 

" 10, Rushsylvania cong., per W. Wright, ... 9 70 

" 11, W. J» Wiggins, New York City, . - - - 20 00 

'' 12, Slippery Rock, &o., per Geo. Boggs, - - - . 17 06 

" 20, Bal. of funds given Wm. Brown to purchase goods, - 3 55 

'* Detroit and Novi^cong., per Rev. B. M'Cullough, 28 00 

*' Maquoketa cong., per J. H. Campbell, - - 26 00 

" 22, Female Miss. Soc. of Salt Creek cong., per Mrs. Law, 22 00 

« 24, Hill Grove cong., per W.Brown, Philadelphia, - 15 00 

" 81, Little Beaver cong., per Porter & Acheson, - - 10 00 

1865. 

Jan. 3, From Mr. James Rafferty, Pittsburgh, Pa., "A New 

. Year's Gift," 50 00 

*' From Mr. D. Gregg, as follows : 

Oil Creek cong., per Rev. D. Reed, - 
Mrs. Carson, of Perry Soc, - - - 
Bal. from Pittsburgh and Allegheny cong.. 



9, Per Rev. A. J. M'Farland, as follows : 
Sandy Society, ... - 

Bear's Run, - -. • 

Robert Osborne, - - . . 



$16 00 
5 00 
2 00 


$10 50 

13 00 

1 00 



23 00 



24 60 



'' 11, Jonathan's Creek, per Rev. A. M'Farland, - - 4 00 

" 16, From A. Wallace, Tidioute, - - - - 10 00 

$822 00 
Stores, consisting of Clothing, dhc. 
1864. 
Dec. 1, 1 box from Pittsburgh and Allegheny congregation, 
" 6, ** '* Ref. Presbyterians in West Va. 

" 10, " <' Cedarville, Ohio, valued at . . $1 65 

'' 20, ^« '^ cdtig. of Slippery Rock, &c. 

'* From Wm. Brown, !]^iladelphia, 2 boxes clothing, 
purchased with casn raised as follows: 2d cong., 
Philadelphia, $43.01; 3d congregation, Philadel- 
phia, $10.71 ; cong. of York, N. Y., $18.00. 
" 22, 1 box and 1 barrel from Female Missionary Society of 

Salt Creek, valued at 102 50 

" 29, 1 box horn Utile Beaver. 
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Dec. 31, 1 box from Brookland cong., valued at - - - 8128 85 
' 1865. 

Jan. 3, 1 package fancy stockings, from John Armstrong, 
Brookland congregation, per Dr. T. Sproull. 

. So far as the distribution of the above donations has been ef- 
fected, it has been made entirely amongst those connected with 
our own mission, or immediately around it, except two boxes and 
six dollars, given for the relief of destitute Frecdmen at other 
points. ^ T. M. Elder, 

Superintendent of R. P. ^fission at Washington. 



AGKNO^LEDBHEIiT. 



Rbpbivbd, on the 8th August, 1864, from Mr. John Cunnine- 
ham. Treasurer of the late Fourth Reformed Presbyterian Ohuren, 
Philadelphia, twenty-eight hundred dollars ; and also on this 29th 
December, two hundred and fifty-six dollars and twenty-two cents, 
which is amount in full of all the proceeds from the sale of said 
church, being the donation of the aforesaid Fourth congregation 
for the use and benefit of the Foreign Mission. Total amount, 
$3,066.22. William Brown, 

Treasurer of Foreign Mission. 

Philadelpbia, 29th December, 1864. 

The Treasurer takes great pleasure in acknowledging the receipt 
of the above donation, and expresses the most grateful acknow- 
ledgments of the Board to the treasurer and members of said con- 
gregation for thus so efliciently and opportunely augmenting the 
treasury, as without it we would have been unable to send out our 
Medical Missionary to Syria. William Brown, 

On behalf of the Board of Foreign Missions. 



LAKES FRESBTTERT. 



The Presbytery of the Lakes met Nov. 1st, according to ad- 
journment, in the city of Cincinnati. Owing to various causes, 
but few of the constituent members were present, and but little of 
public interest was transacted. Kevs. Wm. Milroy, P. H. Wylie, 
and Mr. Moses Glasgow, were appointed an interim Committee oi 
Supplies. The following report was presented by the Treasurer: 

1864. Nov. 2. Balance on hand, as per last report, - - 8149 31 
" Received from Cincinnati, per J. Gray, - 11 ON 

Total, e 160 8 



Affain Abroad. .61 

After attending to a number of other routine matters, Presby- 
;ery adjourned, to meet in Gedarville, Ohio, at 9 A. M., on the 
fourth Tuesday of May, 1865. 



AFFAIRS AT HOIE. 

Congress. — At this writing (Jan. 28) the question has not been 

taken in the House on the resolution passed last session by the 

Senate, proposing to amend the Constitution so as to make it free. 

'There is some hope that it will secure the requisite two-thirds. 

little has been doiie. 

The War. — Since our last, military events have greatly favored 
our country. Fort Fisher, the strongest fortification south of 
Fortress Monroe, and the chief protection of the harbor of Wil- 
mington, was captured, after desperate fighting, on the 15th of 
last month. Other forts have either fallen into the hands of our 
troops or been blown up since. The last port available for the 
rebels and their British friends is now closed. The rebel army in 
Kortheru Mississippi is 'seeking a safe resting place, while the 
Union is waiting for the opening of the season to make another 
advance upon the Southern territory. 

Emancipation. — Missouri is a free State ! The convention now 
ia session, by an almost unanimous vote, enacted the law, and on 
January 18 G-ov. Fletcher issued his proclamation. Tennessee has 
held an informal convention also, resolving on freedom by a near- 
ly unanimous vote. It will be almost certainly ratified. Ken- 
tacky is waking up ; but is yet divided into intensely conflicting 
parties. She will be free in less than a year — probably. Thus the 
work goes on. 

Census of the Freedmen on the Mississippi — "Col. Eaton, General 
Superintendent of Freedmen for the Department of the Tennessee 
and the State of Arkansas, makes the following interesting report: 
This supervision, embracing the territory within the lines of our 
army, from Cairo down the Mississippi to the Red river, together 
with the State of Arkansas, numbered in its care during the past 
year 113,650 freedmen. These are now disposed as follows : In 
military service, as soldiers, laundresses, cooks, oflicers* servants, 
. and laborers in the various staff departments, 41,150 ; in cities, on 
plantations, and in freedmen's villages and cared for, 72,500. 

Of these, 92,300 are entirely self supporting — the same as any 
industrial class anywhere — as planters, mechanics, barbers, hack- 
men, draymen, &c., conducting enterprises on their own responsi 
bility, or as hired laborers. Tne remaining 10,200 receive subsist- 
ence from the government. 3,000 of them are members of 
families, whose heads are carrying on plantations, and have under 
cultivation 4,000 acres of cotton ; and are to pay the government 
for their auhsiateuce from the first income of the crop. 
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The other 7,200 includes the paupers (those over and under tne 
self-supporting age, the crippled and sick in hospital,) of the 
118,950, and those engaged in their care ; and instead of being un 
productive, have now under cultivation 500 acres of corn, 760 
acres of vegetables, and 1,500 acres of cotton — besides the work 
done at wood-chopping, &c. 

There are reported in the aggregate something over 100,000 
acres of cotton under cultivation. Of these, about 7,000 acres* 
are leased and cultivated by the blacks. Some of these are 
managing as high as 300 or 400 acres. It is impossible to give, at 
the present date, any definite statement of many of the forms of ^ 
industry ; 59,000 cords of wood are reported to me by Col. Thorn J 
as, Superintendent and Provost Marshal of Freedmen, as cu^ 
within the line of 110 miles on the river banks, above and beio^f | 
Vicksburg. 

It would only be a guess to state the entire amount cut by the ^ 
people under this supervision ; it must be enormous. The people 
have been paid from fifty cents to two dollars and iJfty cents per 
cord for cutting. This wood has been essential to the commercial 
and military operations on the river. 

Of the 113,950 blacks above mentioned, 13,320 have been under 
instruction in letters; about 4,000 have learned to read quite fair- 
ly, and about 2,000 to write." 



OBITUARIES. 



Died, at Lis home in New York, on the IGth cjay of October, 1864, Jacob 
A. Long, aged 26 years. 

He was born, baptized and educated in the Second Reformed Presbyterian 
Congregation, New York City. From childhood he was trained to read the 
Bible daily, in order, and while very young he committed to memory, with 
singular accuracy, both the Larger and Shorter Catechisms j and as part of the 
exercises of the Sabbath evening, he read with his father, again and again, the 
subordinate standards of the church. On the death of his highly respected 
and greatly lamented father, the care and responsibility of conducting a large 
business devolved upon him, and while only a youth he was enabled so to per- 
form his duty, that everything prospered under his management. Until the 
time of his death he with his mother kept family worship alternately. At the age 
of 21 years he made a public profession of his faith in Jesus, and so fully had he 
gained the confidence of the people ot* God, who had known him from child- 
hood, that he was soon called and ordained to the office of deacon, and, appoint- 
ed treasurer of the congregation. His business education and tact highly 
qualified him for this work; he held the office and performed its duties till 
his death. His life was short, but every minute was filled up. As a son and 
brother, a member and officer of the church, he was enabled wisely and well 
to perform his duty. His last sickness and death was in harmony with his 
life, resigned, peaceful and triumphant. Truly our Covenant God blesses the 
religious training of children, and he is still faithful to his promise, **I love 
them that love me, and they that seek me early shall find me." Com. 
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Died, of inflammatory rheumatism, April 12th, 1864, Margery GtRAziel, 
daughter of Aaron and Susannah Graziel, aged 12 yearsi* Her health had 
been delicate during the winter, but her sufferings with severe sickness were 
short. She seemed to hajve a presentiment of her death for some time; talk- 
ing much about death, and asking questions frequently about eternity. During 
the last sickness, being asked by her mother what saving faith was? she 
answered, ^< To believe that Jesus is able and willing to save, and to ask him to 
' gave me.'' About a day before her death, in the presence of her mother and 
Bome friends, she presented a prayer that was very remarkable for one of her 
age — thanking God for ^Christian parents, for the Bible, and that she had 
keen baptized ; then praying for parents, friends and enemies, and for the 
^ pardon of sin, and complete sanctification. While all this does not render it 
ti certain that she is saved, yet it is calculated to leave a pleasing recollection in 
m the minds of friends. " They sorrow not as those who have no hope/' And 
T it may also be a lesson to all. that the pains of parents and ministers to in- 
\ stract those that are young are not lost, when they come to a dying bed. 
" From a child thou hast known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make 
tbee wise unto salvation, through faith that is in Christ Jesus." H. 



BOOK NOTICES. 



Addrrssis at the Inauguration of Rev. A. A. Hodge, D. D., as Professor of Didactic, 
Polemic and Historical Theology, in the Western Theological Seminary. 8vo. pp. 
50. Published by the Board of Directors. Pittsburgh, 1864. 

The contents of this pamphlet are, let, the charge delivered to 
the Professor by Rev. James M. Piatt; and, 2d, the inaugural ad- 
dress of Dr. Hodge. Each is excellent. Dr. Hodge's exhibits a 
measure of familiarity with the science of theology, and of judg- 
ment as to the methods of communicating it to students, not 
often paralleled. His Address is a concentrated and perspicuous 
presentation of the grand historic conflict of Christian principle. 
Mr. Piatt's charge is comprehensive and faithful. 

Tub Modern Theory of a Limited Deluge shown to be contrary to Scripture, and 
without support from Science. By Rev. Thomas Martin. 8vo. pp. 74. -Terth, Scot- 
land. 1864. 

"We had looked over the contents of this able pamphlet as it 
appeared in successive numbers of the Original Secession Maga- 
zine, and were much gratified with the clearness, and judicious- 
ness, and force with which the subject was treated. The re-publi- 
cation of these articles in pamphlet form, is highly seasonable. 
The doctrine of a limited deluge is now held, not alone by the 
enemies of the Bible, but by many who rank themselves honestly 
among its friends — such, for example, as the late Hugh Miller, 
against whose argument, in particular, Mr. Martin directs his 
elbrt. 

^ Mislaid until this late date. J. M. W. 
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I 

Ebsats, Historical and Biogrraphioal, Political, Social, Literary and Scientific. 
Hugh Miller, author of the <* Old Red Sandstones," &c. Edited with a preface 
Peter Bayne, author of <' The Christian Life/' &c. Boston : Gould & Lincoln, 
Washington St. New York : Sheldon & Company. Cincinnati : George S. Blancha; 
1865. .12nio. pp. 601. For sale by Smith & English, 28 N. 6th St. Philadelphia. 

Whatever comes from the pen of Hugh Miller will find readei 
The essays contained in this volume are culled from the "Edi 
burgh "Witness," of which for many years he was editor, and son 
of them are equal in merit to anything found in the English lai 
guage. 



KEFORHED PBSSBITERIAIIS. 

In answer to the question often proposed, Who are these Ei 
formed Presbyterians or Covenanters, as they are generally called 

They are the descendants of the old Scottish Keformers, whc 
by thousands, suffered to the death, resisting British tyranny an 
oppression in both Church and State. When they came to th' 
country, they brought the principles of civil and religious libert 
with them. These principles were soon developed in the Amer 
can Kevolution and the establishment of a partially free goven 
ment. But because the government was not made entirely fr( 
and did not guarantee the "inalienable rights" of all — as oati 
bound Covenanters in sworn opposition to all forms of oppressic 
and wrong — they entered their solemn protest against slavery ar 
every other moral evil tolerated in the civil system. Their princ 
pies admit of no compromise between liberty and slavery, betwec 
Christ and Belial. In 1800, they made the sin of slaveholding 
censurable offense, and ever since have excluded slaveholders ai 
advocates of slavery from church privileges in their organizatio 
They well knew that the sin of slavery, and especially the sin 
not avowedly and nationally recognizing and kissing the Son * 
God, and submitting to his authority, as is divinely enjoined E 
2 : 10-12^, and elsewhere in his Holy Word, would sooner or lat 
bring the judgments of God upon the nation; but they did n 
know that these judgments would be in the form of a most wick< 
and Satanic slaveholders' rebellion, with which, and with the a 
vocates of which they have and can have no sympathy whateve 
but would in every lawful way, man, woman and child, resist to t 
death. 

Their principles are not sectional or sectarian, but of univen 
application, and were, in the purest times of the ** Second Ref< 
mation," agreed to, in the We^minster Assembly, by the evan^ 
lical denominations in the British Isles. Th^e are the people w 
have purchased a lot, and are now proposing to build a churchi 
the south-east part of the city of Indianapolis. 

Rev. John Crozier, an eminent Bibjical scholar, who n< 
j>reaches in the court house, is to be their pastor. — Indianapc 
"^ ^^ 5* j1% B. 



THE BRITISH PERIODICALS. 



Ik SCOTT &; Ck>. New York. 

ooanmrn to publish tbm wouMinsQ liadiiio British pbbiodumlli . 

1 
THE LONDON QUARTERLY, (Conaenrative,) 

2 

THE EDINBURGH REVIEW, (Whig,) 

8 

THE NORTH BRITISH REVIEW, (Froe Choxoh,) 

4 

THE WESTMINSTER REVIEW, (LibenJ,) and 
BLACKWOOD'S EDINBURGH MAGAZINE, (Toiy.) 

For any one of the four Beyiews, $8 00 per aaniim. 

For any two " " 6 00 

For any three " " 7 00 

For aU four of the ReTiews, 8 00 

For Blackwood's Magazine, 8 00 

For Blackwood and one Reyiew, 5 00 

For Blackwood and two Beyiews, 7 00 

For Blackwood and three ReTiews, 9 00 

For Blackwood and the four Reyiews, ^ 10 00 

Money, current in the State where issued, will be receiyed at par. 
CLUBBING. — ^A discount of twenty-fiye per cent, from the aboye prices will 
be allowed to clubs ordering four or more copies of any one or more of the 
aboye works. Thus, four copies of Blackwood or of one Reyiew will be sent 
to one address for $9.00; four ciipies of the four Reyiews and Blackwood fbr 
S80.00; and so on. 

POSTAGE. — In all the principal Cities and Towns, these works will be 
Ueliyered, FREE OF POSTAGE. When sent by mail, the Postage to any part 
of the United States will be but TwBNTT-roua Cbnts a year for " Blackwood," 
and but Foubtbbx Cuts a year for each of the Renews. 

N. B.— -The price in Great Britain of the fiye Periodicals aboye named is $S1 per 
cumnm. 

LEONARD SCOTT & CO., 

Ab. 64 Gold Street, New Fork. 
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THE MUSIC EEADEB- 

OR, 

THE PMQWE ATOPBmCIPLES OF THE ART, 

— ESPECIALLY ADAPTED TO 

-V CXDJ^T^ 3M: XT S I O . 

By MEIGNEN AND KEYS. 

The above work contains about 120 pages, size Royal Octavo, and is printed 
from a new font of types on fine white paper, and substantially bound. 

It contains, 1st. The elementary principles of the art and course of original | 
and progressive exercises, in 2 and 4 parts, containing everything necessary 1 
to enable the student to read any vocal music at sight. 2d. Besides original ] 
dompositions, a choice selection of sacred, classical and miscellaueous mnsio. ^ 

All orders should be addressed to ' * ' 

p. O^ Bm i»468,Philad«l»kUu 

Price, pre-paid, by mail or express, per copy, $1.00, per dozen, $10.00. 
A 16 page spocimeni- will he furwardied for examination to any preoentor or 
teacher of music, without cost. 

SEVENTH EDITibi* 

V THB 

PSALMS 01 DAVID, WITH MUSIC, , 

Now ready at the original prices, viz. 

Plain, per copy, 80 cts., - - - - per dozen, $9.00 

Gilt title, per copy, 85 cts., - - . . per doz^n, $9.50 

Sent, pre-paid, by. Mall or Express. '] 

Orders addressed as heretofore, 

*«.^^ ^ ^^-^^^^^ Box 2468, Philadelphia p. O. 

Or to WM. S. RENTOUL, 

25 N. Sixth Street, Philadelphia. 
For sale on same terms by 

BROWN & JOHNSTON, Monmouth, IlL 
Dr, RODGERS, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
and CARTER BROS., New York. 

A SPECIAL EDITION, suitable for New Year's gifts, can be obtained 
at the following prices : 

Half Turkey Morocco, gilt edge and title, - - - J2.50 
Full <* " " " - - . . 4.00 

" " " handsomely ornamented, - - 5.00 

** *' " superbly " - - - 6.00 ^ 

AH the above are in the very best styles of binding, and very suitable and ' 
sppropnate as a gift to a pastor or precentor. 1 



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS, 

Combined Sbbies.— Ainsworth, D. Love; Allegheny, W. Magee, J. B. 
M'Kee, Jas. Boggs, each, 3, 1.00; R. Aikin, 1-3, 800, Mise A. A. Boyd, 2, 
1.00, Mrs. Blythe, 2,3, 2.00; Barnet, M. GilfiUan, 1-4, 4.00; Balm, Jane 
M'llroy, 2, 3, 2.00; Baltimore, Rev. \V. P. Johnston; Bovina, Mrs. Russell, 
Mrs. M'Farland; Brookville, Rev. A. J. M'Farland, C. R. Corbet, John S. 
Thompson, Patterson Leech, Wm. M'Adoo, each 3, I.UO; Jos. M'Qiffin, 5 
copies, 3, 4.00; Brownsville, Wm. Parkhill, 1-4, 4.00; Burlington, Mrs. 
Cowie, 2, 1.00; California, P. Clelland, H. Duguid; Cauonsburg, Jane N. 
Howe, each, 3, 1.00; Clarksburg, Thos. Gailey, 2, 3, 2.00^ Crestline, Miss 
M. J. Walker; Darlington, W. B. Davis; Delhi, D. B. Russell, each, 3, 1 00; 
Mrs. Ailkin, 2, 1.00; Dodgeville, Jno. Logan, 1, 2, 2.00, Robert Brown, 3, 
1.00; East Crafts^ury, Wm. Anderson, 7, 8, 2 GO, Mary King^ley, A. 
Shields, Jr., each, 2, 1.00, S. Mason, S. R. Corly, each, 3, 1.00; East Mere- 
dith, R. Henderson, 1-3, 3.00; Elizabeth, John Easton, 2, 1.00, John 
M'Connell, William Easton, each, 3, 1.00- Freedom, George Bassett, 
1, 2, 2.00; Glengary, Robert Dunlap» J 2, J 3, 1.00; Gratiot, Rev, James 
White, 2, 1.00; Gambles, S. Reynolds; Grove Hill, Wm. Coleman; Green- 
castle, Jno. Kennedy; Harmony, Jno. Magee, J. M. Douthett; Harmarsville, 
A. Bovard; Ireland, Jos. Marshall; Jackson Hall, Jas. Kennedy; Kilgore, 
Wm. Cochrane; Lucesoo, Jos. Ford, H. M'llroy, each, 3, 1.00; Linton, D. 
Kirkpatrick, Jr., } 2, 3, 1.50; Morning Sun, D. Edgar, 2, 8, 2.00; New 
Alexandria; Jno. Patuhell, 1,2, 2.00; Oil City, Jos. G. Garrett, 3, 4, 2.00, J. 
H. Magee, John Culbertson, John M'Fate, Geo. Porter, Jno. Love; Olathe, 
Rev. W. W. M'Millrtn, J. M. Marvin, S. B. Marvin, And. Thompson, James 
Thompson; Perry, G. Dunlap, each, 3, 1.00; Pittsburgh, Mrs. Hutcheson, 
f 1-3, 2.75, Robert Adams, 2 copies, 3, 2.00; Plumer, S. M'Fate, R. Wylie, 
each, 3, 1.00; Remove, Mrs. M. Kline, 2, 1.00; Rochester, W. D. Johnston, 
Mrs. H. Boggs; Russellville, Jas. M'Connell; Sarbersville, Wm. Walker; 
Sazonburg, O. Love; Shady Grove; Mrs. C. K. Snively, each, 3, 1.00; Sago, 
Rev. Wm. Ballentine, 1, 2, 2.00; Shelby, W. A. Bailey, 1, 2, 2.00; fcst. Clair, 
Geo. Hamilton; St. Johns, Rev. A. M. Stavely, each, 8, 1.00; St. Johnsbury, 
Mrs. Norton, 2, 1.00; Talleycavey, Wm. Williams; triadelphia, A. Orr, C. 
Orr; Washington, la., Mrs. Mary Johnson, 3, 1.00; Washington, D. C, J. 
G. M'Connell, 2, 1.00; Waukesha, M. Adams, John Gault, each, 2, 1.00, W. 
L. Wright, Jas. Wright; West Elizabeth, Miss R. Wylie; West Lebanon, J. 
Caldwell, Sr., each, 3, 1.00. 

Brushland, 8. Russell 3. Coultersville, S. B. Woodside 8, John G. 
Miller 3, John C. Graham 2; California, John Caruthers 3, Rev. Johu 
French 3, D. Clark' 2; De Kalb, Alexander Jamison J 2, J 3; Dayton, 
Rev. T. M. Elder 4; Davenport, H. M' Naught 3; E. Davenport, R. M'Laury 
4; Elizabeth, W. M'Connell 2; Fair Bank, M. H. Cavan J 2, J 3; Grove 
Hill, A. A. M'Kee J 1, f 2; Lime Kiln, Jno. Erskine 3; Moore's, D. Gregg 
8; Mendille, Jas. Saunderson 4, F. Gilchrist 2, Geo. Spence J 4, J 5; 
Newburgh, Rev. S. Carlisle 1, W. Murray J 2, f 3, W. Henderson 3, B. 
Woodburn 3, H. Robinson J 2, | 3, A. Wood J 2, | 8, M. Limmers J 2, f 3, 
S. Wear J 2, } 3, J. White 8, J. W. M'Cullough 8, A. J. Camack J 1, J 2, S. 
Cash 3, Mrs. M'Clung 8; Now Alexandria, J. M. Elder 5, J. N. Cannon i 8, 
f 4, John M*Clure 2; New Galilee, N. Young J 4, f 5; New Concord, W. 
Elliott J 1, t 2, W. Speer 3, S. Jamieson 3, Thos. Wylie 3; Ross Grove, A. 
Watson J 1, t 2; S. Ryegato, A. Ritchie J 2, J 3; Somonauk, Mrs. K. M'- 
Cleary 3; Sparta, Mrs. N. F. Woodside 3, C. R. Miller J 2, J 3, J. W. 
Miller 3, A. M'Kelvy 8, D. Dickey 8, J. Patton 8, E. T. Hunter 2, Mrs. Jane 
Miller 3; Southfield, A. L. M'Curdy 8; S. Byegate, A. Ritchie J 2, f 3; 
Waukesha, Jno. Wright J 1 f 2; Wyoming, Mrs. L. A Elliott 8, each, 1.00; 
Coultersville, R. Bates i 1 and 2, 1.83; Newburgh, J. M'xMackin 1, §2, 
1.67; Grove Hill, Thos. Day 1 and 2; Morgantown, A. M'Elraney 1 anvl 2; 
Dayton, John. W. Miller 8 and 4; Newburgh, W. Wilson J 1, 2. } 8, Thos. 
Morrison i I, 2, f 3; Little Britain, S. Arnott } 2, 8, | 4; Allegheny, J. 
Hamilton, M. D. 8 and 4, each, 2.00; Prospect, Mrs. Jane Adams J 1, 2 and 
8, 2.83; Double Sale, C. Wilson 1-4, f 5, 4.67; Philadelphia, R. B. Keys 
$5, 2-6; E. Craftsbury, W. Anderson 8.00. 

Rbfobmed Pbesbtterian. — Brownsville, Wm. Parkhill, 8, 1.00; East 
Meredith, R. Henderson, 7, 8, 2.00; Fairbanks, J. A. Cavin, 7, 1.00; Free- 
dom, Geo, Bassett, 8, 1.00; New Wilmington, tea.Lo^^,^^,^.^^^. 

CovssANTEB, Vol XVIIL— NewbuTgh, N. Y.,3.M?^«k<i>Lm\ \>^wV>\^ ^^^ 
Cbaa. Wilson 88 ota.; Morgani*^ ^* WBlraney 11, auai \ \%, \.^"^. 
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RECEIPTS FOR FOREIGN MISSION OF R. P.-CHUROtf, 
1865. . \ ■ ' 

Jan. 8, Geo. G. Barnum, of Buffalo, N. J:,*! ^;... $ ^HO 

" " Mnoedon cong., Ohio, :....ip ^.: $0 OO^--*"' .. 

Less Express charges^ ......'. .^^ l.-t)6 '^tM) 

** " Kuslisylvania cong . Ohio,....'.....; .C.^." 19 90 

" " Th..8. Uay, ol* Grove Hill cong., J^owa, 5 00 

" " D. M'Caw, of Nierrittsvillc, C. W., '. .>...S3>2 00 

Premium on do., ;;.. 2 00 * 4 00 

" " A. Dumot, of C. W ; . 88J 

Premium on do., ,^\* 88| 



Ladies' Missionary Society of Utica cow 



10, New Alexandria Branch of ^ev. A 



I comT; 0. 
. M.iTliDig 



igan's cong., 



?^ 



1 67 

9, Wm. Young, of Southficld cong., Mich.,...«^:» «...." 10 00 

* -.--.. ^^ g^ QQ 

40 25 



16, Robert Boyd, of Lind Grove, Iowa, loO 00 

18, A.Wallace, of Tidioute, 5 00 

** Robert Shields, licentiate, 10 00 

"'MuBkiuguni and Tomika cong., 9 OO 

25. Crat'tsbury cong., :........ 9 50 

**' Collection of Sabbath School of 2d cong., New York,.... 50 00 

William Browx, 
Th-easurer of Foreign Mission, 1685 Locust St. Pkila, 



1864. 
Dec. iB, 

Dec. 7, 

« 12, 
" 15, 



*« 20, 

ti u 

«« 22, 

(( u 

" 24, 

*» 27, 

(( (( 

« 80, 



18C5. 

Jan.. 6, 

" 9, 



RECEIPTS FOR SOUTHERN MISSION. 

Geo. M. Carroll, of Detroit and Nov! cong., per Rev, T. 

M.Elder, ? 6 00 

Ifit cong., N. Y., through Rev. J. C. K. Alilligan, per 

Kev. A. M., 85 00 

Jackson cong.. O., per Rev. S. Sterreit, 30 00 

Female Miss. Society, Monongahcla cong., per John 

M'Connell, 26 00 
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THB TIMES AND OUR DUTIES. 

It is a great age, this in which we live. That we live in it, 
furnishes matter of constant gratitade to Grod, the disposer of all 
tWn^, in whose hands are "our times and seasons."' It is an age 
of diffused and diffusing light — ^both to an extent unparalleled ; 
an age of awakened and extending liberty of action, equally with- 
out parallel; an age of beneficent working, such as the world 
lias never before seen, whether we contemplate the number ol 
workers, or the object and end of their philanthropic efforts ; an 
age of wide-spreading influence — that is, the man who has any- 
, thing good to give to the world, of speech, or contribution, or 
act, nas means and avenues protriided for him that will convey his 
benefaction fiirther and to more objects, than in any precedicii; 
age; hence, as the result of all these, it is an age of intense 
activity, not merely in the pursuit of wealth, and pleasure, and 
power, but in the" regions of noble eti'ort — in science, in social im- 
provement, in religious missions, domestic and foreign. 

In one direction, the activitv of which we speak nas wrought, 
and is still working, with mighty power and magnificent results — 
in the direction of human rights. That this great movement oi 
tie mind of the civilized world is always, m even generally, 
prompted by the beat motives, and guided by tne wisest counsels, 
we do not affirm; but notwithstanding, we "have faith that it is 
impelled by the divine hand, and is destined to level many moun- 
tains and exalt many valleys — to bring down many proad oppress- 
ors, and to open new prospects to many wretched and oppresBel : 
all this tending to prepare the way of the Lord. 
■ This movement has been deeply felt in the United States ; mbr^; 
deeply than ih most other civilized nations ; for in this land were 
found, on the one hand, myriads of the most miserable and help- 
lefts 01 the victims of irresponsible power, and, on the other, 8om(^ 
of the most enlightened and earnest of the friends of humav. 
rights. The movement has, however, been intensified by the stroLg 
6 
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passions which have prompted our Somestic tyrants to usurp their 
wicked dominion, by the incendiary influence of political partisan- 
ship, and by the vehement workings of groundless fears as to the 
danger of doing right. For a generation — shame on the preceding 
generations! — the country wais moved, and we rejoiced to see it, 
prayed that it might be moved jaaore deeply, and contributed — with , 
some exceptions even among u6 — our mite to the advancement of /' 
the cause. At length' came the acme of the movement. It ceased 
to be propelled by words; the tyrants, it seemed, about to be 
reduced to their proper level in the social and national organi- 
zation, and as we hoped and they feared, to be compelled to sur- 
render their victims, took up arms. They assailed — ^not the infidel- 
ity of the country, or of the Constitution, nor the pro-slaveiy 
element of either, not anything in either offensive to God, and to 
godly and far-seeing men — but the free element and free spirit and 
purpose of the nation. They made no objections to the constitu- 
tional law of the land, except that it was not bad enough on the subject < 
of human rights for them. So the parties were arrayed ; one struck 
for liberty to erect, on that portion of our common country which 
they claimed as specially tneirs, the accursed fabric of perpetual 
slavery; the other, not yet very clear in- vision, struck back to 
prevent the rending of the nation, especially for anv such infamous 
purpose as this. Wo have said "not yet very clear in vision.*' 
some saw the entire, contents of the (juarrel, others saw but a ^ 
portion of them; and again, others saw in it no more than a mere :^ 

political strife. All eyes are now opened. The work of enlighten 

ment regarding tlie rights of man, which had gone on as at a snail'fl^^ 
pace during the early years of th«. verbal controversy, has advanced^^ 
with rail road speed. It has been, providentially, interlaced wittraC 
the question of the integrity of the country, and other questionr ^^ 
of the deepest interest, and thus its progress has been largely s 
celerated. So our Lord has ever ordered it in promoting gre 
movements toward moral ends ; be has addressed, not our teelin^ 
or convictions only, but, as in the British Isles, in the sixteent 
and seventeenth centuries, he has intertwined things that appei^ ^ 
to personal welfare with things that relate directly to his ow^^^ 
glory and the gyd of others ; he has made it necesscary for th^^j 
nation, aa he did then, to look beyond any special and fsLVor^^c 
class, or narrow limit He has compelled it to take in the color^^^ 
man— the slave, by formal act ; uirtuaUjff he was in, however, in ittje 
▼ein^ outset of the war. 

in this state of facts, the question has arisen. Is the Reform ^^ 
Presbyterian out of this contest? Is it lawful forijiim to put to •] 
his hand in aiding the cQuntiy to defeat this scheoM of slavehold* 'i 
ing tyrants? May he join the army and draw his musket against % 
the lives of the Southern traitors? There are some who not only ^ 
take the negative on such questioDs as these, but do so with bitter 1^ 
earnestness ; not only affirming it to be, in itself, wrong for a '^ 
. Reformed Presbyterian to fight in the ranks of the army of tho 
country, but wrong to such an extent, and so manifestly, that it = 
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ivmounts to an absolute forfeiture of church privileges, inasmuch 
aa it is a practical repudiation of the whole distinctive position 
heretofore occupied by the Reformed Presbyterian Church, 'fhere 
are others who, while maintaining, in reference to the Constitution, 
the same position as ever, can see no inconsistency between this 
aad aiding their country in its good purpose to prevent, if it can, 
the establishment of perpetual slavery within the territory which 
the nation has claimed and held. 

We have made up our mind that the latter is the only view that 
Jiccords with our duty, both to God and man. And we shall now, 
first) present some considerations sustaining this view, and shall 
then consider in detail the arguments urged in behalf of the former; 
chiefly as they have been lately presented by those who have 
most decidedly favored that view of the case. And, 

Mrst. We nave, as a Churchy distmctly sanctioned joining the armies 
of our country. In this paragraph we shall not touch any question 
incidental to that which we thus specially set forth. We shall not 
now inquire as to any circumstance, or concurrence of circum- 
stances, in which the act of fighting under the banner of the United 
States, under its officers, and in company with its soldiers, is lawful 
ibr us, but take the single fact that the church has given her 
judgment, many years ago, that all these acts may be d6no by 
members of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, not only without 
l)lame, but with honor. The reader is aware that we allude to the 
fact that not a few of the members of this church took their place 
in the ranks of the United States army during the war of 1812-15, 
with Great Britain ; and that the Svnod of 1884 expressly sanc- 
tioned their course. Turn to the Testimony, ed. 1849, pp. 180, 
181, where, referring to this period, it is said, 

'^ Reformed Presbjteriaiui generally thought it their duty to aid io the de- 
feoae of their coantry, as they beiieoed there wa» Just cause for the deciaratiort 
«/ war.*' 

^' A spirit of patriotism was maaifeated amon|ic Reformed Presbyterians, in 
all their eongregatiens. While they refused to bind themselves in sinful 
oaths, they were willing to expend their property, employ their influenee, and 
fi»k their iives in defense of their country/' 

Observe here carefully six things. 1. This was written by one 
who has some name as an intelligent and faithful Covenanter, Rev. 
Dr. James R. Willson. 2. It was passed immediately after the 
schism of 1833, when the mind of the iShurch was keenly alive to 
oar civil relations. None will question the intelligence and in- 
tegrity of the fathers of 1888 and '4. 8. It was received without 
disapprobation by the entire church — ^not a whisper was ever heard 
a^inst it until a generation had passed away. 4. During thia en- 
tire generation it was sent forth by the Synod as illustrating cor 
position as a body. Were we all this time deceiving each odxer 
aad our neighbors ? It tUs day holds the place it has held since 
1S84. We have put it out among our people, and are doing bo 
in every copy of the Testimony wo sell, as our statement of the 
churclj'fi posllioii oii this point, arid arc wo trying to deccivci ovit 
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countrymen, and other churches, by professing to approve of fight-- 
ing beside our neighbors in adjust war, while we really 'denounce 
evcjry act of the kind as a "wicked association with malign 
nants?" 5. The only criterion alluded to in the paragraphs b^ 
which to try the lawfulness of the acts we have mentioned, is tha-.-i 
the warl)e a ''jusV one. 

If these quotations do not prove that our members, accordio^ 
to the "old light" view, may shoulder a musket in a "just" wa.i- 
in which the country is engaged,, human language could not do it. 
iThis is our first step in argument. 

Second, We all dOy or assent to the doing qf^ or ham donCy acts (he 
same identically in moral character. We now refer to the payment 
of taxes, the Vbuying of bonds, the sale of goods destinea for the 
armies of the nation, and the tisiking out of a U. S. license, and 
the affixing of a stamp to a manufactured article. All may not 
now do these acts, but some one or all of tliem are done by the 
great majprity of our members who ^re in a position to do tnem, 
and the rest give at least their tacit assent to them — at any rate, 
no outcry is raised against them. But who does not know that 
"money is the sinews of war," that, as things are now in the 
United States, there is no more effective mode of helping the 
country in this conflict than by paying. taxes and buying bonds V 
And yet, no proposition has been made to denounce this. Synod 
has not been called upon to do it — nor, we believe, any Presbytery 
oven. When a "cess" was laid during the period of the persecu- 
tion of our forefathers in Scotland, they refused to pay this "cess," ' 
inasmuch as it was raised for the very purpose of Hunting down 
the faithful, i. e. for a sinful purpose. Among the taxes of the 
tiountry are not a few laid on expressly as tear taxes, and the whole 
customs revenue of the laiid, paid in gold, is pledged for the pay- 
ment of the interest on the roar loans. In making these statements, 
we do not even hint that to do these acts is morally wrong ; but 
we do mean to affirm that if it be wrong to engage in war with 
the rebels, it is equally wrong to aid in furnishiifg the means by 
which the war is carried on by others. 

It maybe said, however, that we do these acts under compulsion. 
This is certainly not so with regard to the purchase of bonds, and 
the taking out of licenses, or the affixing or a stanip ,to manufac- 
tured articles, or the payments of customs ; and yet Svnod itself 
Has unanimously given its ajpproval, more than once, to the making 
of investments in government bond^. But were it true that these 
jicts^. ias .well as paying our income taxes, were done under com- 
bulsiori, "for wrath s sake," in what a light would this present usV 
In no. other buf as choosing sinning rather than suiBKring ! If we 
regaf ded these funds as levied for an expressly sinful object, we hppe 
^tG wbiild have grace enough to take joyfully the spoiling of our 

S06di8. rather than do our part in (Sbllecting thena; and until we 
tid'thqse who appear to make conscience of not aiding in, iKl^ 
war, equally conscientious in refusing to contribute anything] for 
canjjDgit on, we shall not attach mucn weight to their objections. 
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To return : the question is not regarding the payment of ordinary 
taxes — although this is, in this country, really the same thing — 
l)ut thepayment of specific taxes for a fixed and well-deilncd pur- 
pose. Here lay the point of difficulty with our suffering, covenanted 
ibrefathers. They did not refuse to pay the common taxes which 
wc^a. expended for the ordinary operations of the comiiqunity of 
which they were a constituent element; but to the payment of those 
which were lifted for a wicked object. James Renwick was in- 
dicted partly on the ground that he taught it to be "unlawful to 
pay cess." To this he replied, "How can it be lawful, either to 
oppress vour brethren for not bowing to the idols the king sets up, 
or for their brethren to contribute what may help forward their 
oppression ?" 

We have a right to demand consistency in those who reproach 
as apostates those who take posts of peril in the battle-field, and 
yet either directly or tacitly alloW other acts of precisely the same 
moral character. 

8. The war in which the country is now evgaqed is a just one. We 
might pass this by merely remindinsr our readers that this has been 
repeatedly declared, and very solemnly by the Synod of the Re- 
formed Presbyterian Church in this country; and each time by a 
unanimoics vote. We might, also, append to this the following, 
quoted from our "Declaration and Testimony" (p. 130, ed. 
1849), "Reformed Presbyterians thought it their dutj/ to aid in the 
defense of their country, as they believed there was just cause for the 
declaration of war;" language that must be interpreted to mean 
that the justness of the war is the only question to be first answered 
in deciding, in the first instance, as to the morality of any inhabitant 
of a country, and especially any citizen, taking part in it. We 
are aware that the means employed are also subject to inquiry 
for the same purpose ; but this is subsequent, and, besides, does 
not come into quefttion here. 

This is Si ju>st war. 1. As it is waged for the maintenance of 
the integrity of the country ; of that "country" of which we have, 
as a people, spoken in those quotations already given from our 
Testimony as "their (our) country." (See Test. pp. 130-1.) 2. 
-^ The war began in the wicked determination of the slaveholding 
power of the South to establish and extend their nefarious system 
and policy indefinitely. So long as the North were willing to see 
slavery go anywhere, if it could, this "den of thieves" was con- 
tented to remain united with it; but the moment the North 
showed by an unmistakable vote that it had made .up its mind to 
arrest the extension of the system, the slave power made a bold 
strike, and defied the Northern States by firing upon Fort Sumter. 
Their chosen leaders have declared their purpose; one of them 
proudly boasting that human slavery was to be "the corner-stone 
of the neW fabric." 3. Among their first steps were the robbing 
of Northern men by r^udiating their debts due in the Free 
States, and ere long, by the prohibition by law of the payment of 
debts to Northern creditors ; then came the hanging and shooting 
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of Northern men, and of such amon^ themselves — for instance lin 
East Tennessee — as repudiated their infamous acts of treason and 
rebellion. • 

On any one of these grounds, the existing war is incomparably 
more* justifiable than the war of 1812-15, in which our members 
took part with the approval of Synod then, and ever since to thia 
day, Nor can it be said, that either the Constitution, or thS ad- 
ministration of it, was any better then than now. The former waa 
the same, and the latter is far better now, on the subject of slavery^ 
especially, than it was then. Nor is it anything more worthy, of 
notice to say that that was a war with a foreign power — this with a 
domestic faction. This latter claims to be a wreign power, and 
the war of 1812 was in part to defend the "integrity of the 
country," or, in other words, to retain every part of the land under 
the Constitution. Nor will it avail to say that the authorities ot 
the nation have declared, more than once, that the war had no 
other design than the restoration of the Union : the re-acknowledg- 
ment of the Constitution by the "rebels." For, 1. Neither the 
President nor Congress had or have now, the right to say what is 
the object of the war. Tliey did not make tlie war ; and they have 
never yet seen the day when they could set metes and bounds to 
it God Most High brought on the war. He had his ends to ac- 
complish, and he is bringing them about in spite of all that the 
President, and Congress and the generals did, or tried to do, for 
the first two years of the war particularly. From the first gun of 
Sumter, the abolition of slavery was in this war; but the authori- 
ties did not, know it, and endeavored not to know until th^y could 
not help it The Lord, and a few of the wisest of the laud, knew 
it ; now all know it, North and South. 2. Does any one believe 
that all this fearful expenditure of blood and treasure is for a piece 
of paper? That in speaking of the Constitution, it is the docu- 
ment 80 called, with its particular provisions, that is meant? The 
people of the United States are not absolute fools. They mean by 
the Constitution, the integrity of the country. They mean, for 
instance, that New York and the New England States shall not be 
cut off from the Great West, or any allowed to reach it by a narrow 
strip of land separatingthe "PanHandle" of Virginia from thegreat 
lakes; that the Great West shall not navigate the "Father of 
Waters** but at the pleasure of a slaveholding oligarchy; that there 
shall not be established oh their Southern border a great, and 
ambitious, and unscrupulous slaveholding monarchy, or common- 
wealth of any kind, with wars and invasions, lines of forts^ and 
standing armies in the prospect. They mean that the grand ex- 
periment of republican libertv shall not, if they can help it, prove 
a disastrous and shameful failure, by the erection of such a sj^stem 
of aristocratic and heartless power on soil so long united, in some 
way, to the name and interest of freedom'. 3. That the nation 
does not mean the paper document as it ip, is demonstrated beyond 
cavil or question by the efforts now making to amend it by insert- 
ing a provision which, if inserted, will tafke away entirely from it 
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the reproach of the past in reference to the rights of man, will 
-take from it the only element in it for which the Sontfa had much 
iavor, and adding to it the very piK)vi8ion, and the only one, the 
South feared. And yet does the TTorth relax its military efforts V 
l^Tot in the least. Why ? Because it iGghts, as it has already 
fought, not for a piece of paper, but for the national life, and the 
peace and security of other generations. 

4. Govenanltrs Jiave as deep an interest in the successful issue of this 
war as any other inhabitant of the land. This is their country as 
really to all interests and purposes as it is the country of their 
neighbors. No men, or class of men, have a deeper stake in the 
country, its present condition, or its prospects for the future ; and 
this, whether bom in the land or not. This, we have already 
recognized as a church, when, as we have seen, we speak of the 
United States in this very langua^. Referring to the members 
of our church, we say— see Testimrony as above quoted — ^* their 
country." This is trae. We, like others, Jesire peace, a stable 
order of things, protection df life, and limb, and property; and who 
desires more of these things than we do ? or is more concerned in 
the existence of such a state of things as secures them ? If the 
severing of the country would be a real misfortune to the nation, 
the evil would fall upon us just as heavily as upon any other part 
of the community. If it would be a blow to liberty in the world 
abroad, should the rebels succeed, We would share, in common with 
others, whatever evil would arise from this "source. If the success 
of its arms would be to the advantage of the nation in any respect 
whatever, some of the profit would accrue to us. In a word, there 
is no conceivable loss or benefit to the nation involved in this war, 
in which we have not just as large a share as others. The war is 
for a common oause-^commouy wo mean, to us and the rest of the 
nation. If we fight for them, they also, and equally, fight for us. 
We are aware that what wo now state is not in entire coincidence 
with the notions entertained by some among us; who seem to 
think that because Covenanters cannot swear to the Constitution, 
or do any act that implies this, and, of course, if foreigners, can- 
not be naturalized, therefore they are to look upon themselves as 
merely a kind of travelers, not as a part of the community ; abd, 
fhen, this notion is transferred to those born in the country. We 
can thus account for the rise of this mistaken idea, and do not 
wonder much at its rise ; but none the less is it an entire mistake, 
and may prove, as we think it frequently has done, a very hurtful 
one. There was nothing of this sor,t among our forefathers in 
Scotland, either before or after 1688. • No expression of such an 
idea or feeling can be found in their writings. Instead of that, 
they always speak of themselves as a "remnant of the Church of 
Scotland*' — not only of the Church of Christ, but of ^^ Scotland.*' 
Their country was ever before them. The notion has arisen, we 
have no doubt, chiefly from the fact thi^t the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church was early made up in this country of aliens exclusively, and 
is so yet in part. It is, certainly, no part of our right feeling as 
Oovenantert. 
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■' Some go farther, and regard themselves, and all other Coven antr 
ers here and in .other countries, as sustaining a position in their 
respective countries like that of the Jews among the Gentiles— as 
a "peculiar people,'* and that not only as relates to civil society, 
but to other Christian churches. A very singular idea this. For, 

1. No such people can possibly exist m New Testament times. 
God has no more, in (Ms sensCy a "peculiar" people. The "wall of 
partition " between Jew and Gentile has been taken away ; and, 
most surely, is not to be re-erected between Gentile and Gentile. 

2. This idea has no countenance in any of the principles of our 
covenanted forefathers. If allusions occur to some event of 
Jewish history, they are nothing more than illustrative or con- 
firmative of principle ; none as claiming for themselves in refer- 
ence to other chiu'ches, or the nation, such position or relation. 

3. The truth is, Covenanters are but one of the evangelical 
churches; differing from the orthodox Christian community 
around them in having, in the goodndss of God, obtained clearer 
views of certain great doctrines, and in following out these prin- 
ciples to their legitimate results. For these they are, in a special 
sense, "witnesses;" and hence, find themselves obliged in con- 
science to occupy a position of dissent from the constitutions of 
the countries, respectively, of which they may be citizens or deni-. 
zens. Yet are they hereby no New Testament Jews, nor are they 
cut off from the great body of the true people of Christ on earth, 
and set apart as a "peculiar people;" nor do they cease to be 
members of human society. In the true meaning of the word, 
tiey are "citizens," bound to perform all the duties, and at liberty 
to avail themselves of all the privileges belonging to members of 
the community, so far as they can with a good eonscience, Paul claimed 
to be a Eoman citizen, although a ^'Hebrew of the Hebrews.'* 
"They have beaten us openly, uncoudemhed, being Romans.'' 
(Acts 16: 89.) "Tell me, art thou a Roman? He said. Yea. 
And the chief captain answered, With a great sum obtained I this 
freedom. And Taul said, But I was^r^e 6c*m." (Acts 22: 27, 28.) 
So says the writer : I am an American by birth-right. 

The notion we now denounce is most unfounded in every aspect. 
Other evangelical churches are "witnesses" for many great truths. 
We embrace a wider scope ; but this gives us no title to denominate 
ourselves a sort of peculiarly chosen people, interested in the 
divine regard to such a degree fjbove all others as to imagine that 
what others may do, we may not, &c., &c. We dwell upon these 
things not only on account of their bearing upon the "war ques- 
tion," but for other and even higher reasons; for the notion that 
we sustain somehow a relation to God and to the community about 
us, different from that of other Christians, has wrought, we fear, 
injuriously to our religious interests and activity. That we hold 
a higher ground of doctrine than they, on all the points of our 
Testimony, we do not hesitate to say ; but instead of making us 
proud and pharisaical, we should improve this fact to promote 
j^reater zeal for the welfare of the land and of souls, and our own 
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greater personal sanctification. Siy^ly, we ought not all6w it to 
deaden our sympathies toward our nation and countrymen, or to 
prompt us to refuse them help in a great and critical emergency. 
We cannot swear the 6ath of naturalization, or any oath that 
pledges us to support the Constitution, but we may aid our country 
in its deadly conflict with a malignant, aristocratic, cruel foe. 

5. All these considerations are just now of greater weighty when the 
nation is, in a measure, learning righteousness, Four years ago, when 
this war began, the nation had learned no more in reference to 
slavery but that it was a social and political evil ; it had learned 
almost nothing regarding the divine claims, and cared as little. 
Yet "even then the Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, 
by an almost unanimous voice, encouraged, or, at least, did not 
discourage the bearing of arms by its members in this war. In 
fact, there was very limited opposition to the war, until about the 
time when the Emancipation l^roclamation appeared — the fall of 
1862. Some, we are aware, were not satisfied in this matter, and 
so declared ; but anything like a fixed and settled hostility to our 
members entering the ranks, was reserved for the second year of 
the war, when the policy of the government became decidedly anti- 
slavery — ^when every blow against the South was a blow dealt for 
the liberation of the slave. And — ^tell it not among your neighbors, 
publish it not among the evangelical denominations — the resolu- 
tioa to push this hostility to the utmost, even should it involve 
division, appears to have been reserved to the fourth year of the 
war, when several slave States have become free States-^when the 
Congress of the nation has called the people of the land to intro- 
duce such a change into their Constitution as will forever prohibit 
tho holding of a slave on the national tevritory — when there has 
been a more frequent manifestation in high places than in all the 
previous history of the country, of some fear of God Most Highl- 
and when thegr^at duty oi making a national acknowledgment of 
God, and of His Christ, and His law, has begun to be felt by not 
a few, who formerly ignored it entirely, has been recognized by 
large Christian assemblies; and — considering the shortness of the 
time^r— has awakened an unhoped for measure of public attention. 
Is not this a strange concurrence of circumstances? Surely, if a 
Covenanter pannot bear arms in this war, it is a most singular 
fact that a synod of ministers and elders co]ild not see it, but were 
nearly unanimous on the other side when nearly two months had 
elapsed from the firinff of the first gun. Nor did they see it twelve 
months afterward, wncn this body reiterated its former action. 
We may surely say, that if such an act is'so manifestly wron^, and 
so great a wrong, as to justify the most extreme measures against it, 
it would not have required so long to find this out ! And stranger 
than all, that it should constrain the conscience only when the land 
and its Constitution are becoming better. And this reminds us 
that in whatever degree the nation may have failed four years ago 
on the great matter of human freedom, and the rights of the slaves, 
they have come well up on this point. The principle of policy 
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now proclaimed is as far as possible from "The Union as it wag, 
and the Coostitution as it is." ^Instead, it is, "The Constitution 
free, and no Union, except a free one." « 

80 far we have said little .^earioff upon the objections to oup 
view. In our next, we propose to take up the subject on that side, 
and consider it as fully as our limited space will allow. 

J.M.W. 

To be ooatinned. 



AH OBJBGTIOX TO THE PHOPOSBD AnBVDlKST OF TAB GOXSTITOTIOS 

iNSWERED. 

The amendment which is most strongly opposed is the recogni- 
tion of the Lord tlesus Christ in his Kingly character. On this 
point, it is evident there will be an earnest contest. By some it 
is considered to be of vital importance; while others, including 
irreligious men of all cFasses, and some professed Christians, resist 
it with determined opposition. The objection to it is plausible, 
and we propose to answer it 

To require a recognition of Jesus Christ as King of nations in 
the Constitution, it is urged, would infringe on the rights of con- 
science. There are multitudes in the country, Jews, Infidels, &c., 
who reject the doctrine of the divinity of the person and mission 
of Jesu3 Qhrist, and there are others who reject the doctrine that 
as Mediator he rules pver'nations. This amendment would require 
them to profess as members of the nation a doctrine that they do 
not believe. 

Those for whom we Intend this argument, do not present the 
objection on their own account, for they profess to believe the 
doctrine of the proposed amendment, and they admit that if the 
people were all Christians it should be in the Constitution.' But 
while there are some who do not believe this doctrine, and many 
who reject Christ altogether, their views should be respected, and 
the amendment should be left outl We propose to meet the ob- 
jection as presented by this class, and not on the general grouttd of 
the truth of the doctrine in\juestion. . ' ' 

JP^irst The objection decides the qnestion by a wrong standard. 
The Koly Spirit speasing in the Scriptures, is by Protestants 
maintained tp be the Judge in all moral and religious controversies. 
The one point to be ascertained is, does this Judge decide that 
nations should declare, their subjection to Christ ? The objectors 
with whom we now argue admit this — tfiey declare they believe it. 
Surely this ought to be finaU Here the' controversy should end. 

But, it is ur^ed that there are rights of conscience around 
which the Scripture has placed a safeguard which would be 
violated by this amendn^ent. Now this nieans that Christ has 
given to conscience a power to rplcase men, in their national 
capacity, from, the obligation to obey and hoAor him. And this 
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power, be it observed, is given to a conscience not enlightened and 
purified, but darkened and defiled. This is no overstrained state^ 
ment of the case. 

Wherein consists freedom of conscience? We answer this 
question in the words of the Westminster Confession of Faith, 
chap. XX, sec. 2 : "God alone is Lord of the conscience, and hath 
left it free from the doctrines and commandments of men which 
are in any thing contrary 'to his word, or beside it, in matters of 
faith or worship." We do not adduce the proofs from Scripture 
for this proposition, for we assume that the objectors admit it 
Freedom of conscience consists in an exemption from any human 
obligation in faith and worship which is either contrary to or with- 
out warrant in the Word of God. It is clear from this definition 
that to believe error or to practice sin, does not belong to freedom 
of consciencfj. And this is more manifest from the next sentence, 
"To believe such doctrine or to obey such commandments, is to 
betray true liberty of conscience." jNor does what follows teach 
any thing diflTerent "The requiring of an implicit faith, and an 
abaolutc and blind obedience, is to destroy liberty of conscience, 
and reason also." It is evident that it is against the impious as- 
somptions of Rome that this is aimed. It has no bearing on the 
point before us. Neither an implicit faith, nor a blind obedience, 
would be required by the amendment. The ground of faith, and 
the reason of obedience, are found in the Bible. The evil con- 
scienee of the subjects of a nation, though they are by far the 
majority, could not release it from its obligation to Christ as 
tanght in his word. They may and they do hinder the nation 
fifom doing its duty to Christ, but this is their sin, and they will 
be punished for it. 

Second. The amendment would infringe on no man's civil 
rights. Wc admit that there, are civil rights that are not founded 
on religion. This distinction is found in the precept, *'Do^ood 
to all men, especially to those who are of tho household of faith." 
What wo now aissert is, that the amendment would not deprive 
any man of the rights that are common to all. Wore there an 
additional amendment proposed, requiring all under penalty to 
swear to the Constitution, the case would oe diflTerent. But such 
an amendment would bo wronc. Civil government is a voluntaiy 
association. Every man should be Wt at liberty either to incor- 

¥)rate with the nation or not, as ho pleases. Under the Jewish 
heocracy there were the strangers who were only sojourners. 
But, it may be said, you introduce a clause into the Constitution 
to which some cannot conscientiously submit, and by this they are 
deprived of the rights of citizenship. To this we answer, that we 
very much question if in a single instance this would be the eflfeot 
Nor would the fact that Jews, Infidels, and others who deny Christ, 
would swear allegiance to tho government as constituted, involve 
them in the sin of perjury. Tlicy are not required to swear that 
they believe the doctrine of tho amendment; but that thf^' will 
bear true allegiance to the goverumen t as constituted. They might 
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do this and vet not believe every doctrine contained in the Con- " 
stitution. How many foreigners have sworn allegiance to this 
republican government, who nevertheless prefer a monarchy? 
More I judge than we are a'ware of; and yet we would never think 
of saying that they had done violence to their conscience. And 
we add, that of the multitudes who swear the oath of' allegiance 
but a very small part take the trouble to read the Constitu- 
tion. This we condemn as wrong. We merely mention it to show 
that conscience with the class to which the objection refers, has 
little to do in the matter of becoming citizens. If conscience does 
riot restrain them, no difficulty remains in the way of taking the 
oath. 

The government does not admit all its citizens to all its privi- . 
leges, and yet no one complains of being restrained in his civil : 
rights. No man can be President who is not "a natural bom : 
citizen," or is under thirty-five years of age. Foreigners ma^ : 
think that this is an unjust discrimination — they may consider it : 
unwise. But nobody would call it persecution. Infidels might ; 
think that the proposed amendment was hard on them; they 
might reckon it to be inexpedient and wrong. But as it imposes 
no penalty on them for their infidel views, they could not complain 
that their civil rights were invaded. 

Third, The sam'e difficulty substantially is in the Constitution 
as it is now. The only difference is that it bears on a different 
class. 

A constitution so far as religion is concerned is either Christian 
or infidel. It cannot be neutral. It must be the one or the other. 
Christianity is positive ; infidelity is negative. We do not mean 
by this that infidelity does not ffive itself form and an active 
organization ; what we mean is, that it exists in its essence and 
principle where Christianity is hot. Now it is not claimed for this 
government that its constitution is Christian. Such a claim in the 
face of the facts of the case, would be preposterous. It is then 
infidel, and Christians have been, and are now incorporating with 
the government under an infidel constitution. Now we submit, if 
it would not be fair at least to have a change. To high-minded 
and honorable infidels, we might appeal in some such words as 
these : Tou have had the Constitution just to your piind now for 
about eighty years. Here are a body of Christians who have, not 
without some scruples of conscience, sworn to it, and helped on 
with its administration. Would it not be feir to give ttieni a 
Christian constitution for a time ? "Were they to ask, How could 
we swear allegiance to a constitution that favored that which we 
oppose ? we would ask in return, How do the Christians swear 
allegiance to a constitution which favors that which they oppose? 
Tou do not claim to be more conscientious then they are. 

Not succeeding with infidels, we turn to Christians, and say, Is it 
not time to have something done for Christianity in the Constitu- 
tion ^ at least so far as to recognize Christ in his kingly office as 
the Ruler of the nation ? And what answer do we receive T Some- 
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thing like this : We»would like to have this done. Christ is King 
of nations. Kings and judges are commanded to kiss the Son. 
But here are Jews and infidels who could not swear to support 
the Constitution if this was put into it. We must respect their 
riffhts of conscience. We reply, Their rights will be no more 
affected by the change than yours are by the Constitution as it is. 
Surely they could get over the difficulty in the same way that you 
have got over it. 

We are aware that it will be said in reply to this, that the 
amendment puts a positive recognition of the Author of Christianity 
into the Constitution, while as it is, there is no positive recognition 
of either infidelity or its author, and therefore the cases are not 
parallel. We reply, by recalling what has been already said about 
the difference between the two systems. Christianitv is in its 
nature positive ; infidelity is in its nature negative. Where either 
exists, it exista according to its nature. Infidelity is in the Con- 
stitution in its pure, negative form ; Christianity can be there only 
in a form positive and expressed. Were this nation to do as was 
once done in France, declare in its Congtitution that there is no 
Q-od, and enthrone as the symbol of national atheism the goddess 
of reason, it would only be giving the negative a positive form. 
The essence of the thing would remain unchanged. We use here 
against Christians who present the objection that we are consider- 
iuff, the argumentum ad Jwminem. In the same way that you could 
all along swear allegiance to the Constitution as it is, the infidel 
could swear allegiance to it if the proposed amendment was intro- 
duced. If the oath does not now do violence to your conscience, 
it will not then do violence to his. 

It is, we conceive, clear that Christianity and infidelity do not 
stand on equal footing in the Constitution. Subjectively indeed 
', they may be said to do so, for the Constitution mentions neither the 
one nor the other. Bi^t objectively they do not, because from tjie 
very nature of the two systems neutrality in the Constitution doen 
^; A|0t affect both in the same way. Substantially its negation of 
^; Uhristianity is an establishment of that which is the negative of 
if Christianity, while the absence of any formal recognition of infidel- 
"1 ity cannot be construed to mean an approval of Christianity, which 
'• being positive, can exist in the Constitution only by positive recog- 
' nition. And as the fruit and evidence of this, the government has 
': ftom the beginning been administered,^ almost without exception. 
, by men who did not. profess Christianity, and in many instances, 
who were avowed infidels. And we have yet to sec a single of- 
ficial act or declaration of the Executive of the tjovernment that 
cQscriminates in favor pf Christianity. The administration, like t^e 
■Constitution, has been studiously negative as it rcjgards religion, 
^ying tiiaat system of which the negative of Chribtianity is the 
veiy essence, the. benefit of this unfair discrimination. We do not 
forget that thanksgiving and fast days have been appointed, to be 
observed in the worship of Alraiffhty God, neither do we forget 
that in the recommenoation of these, all reference to the Lord 
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Jesus Christ, the Author of the Christian religion, is carefully ex- 
cluded. At best the religion of these proclamations ^y^s Deiam, 
the worship of an absolute God, not the worship that God has ap- 
pointed and that he will accept. 

The objector might be disposed to retort by inquiring why, when 
it is so easy to dispose of conscientious scruples in regara to the 
oath of allegiance, do not Covenanters swear the oath? We an- 
dwer, we are arguing from your standpoint, not ours. We do not 
think the sweanng of the oath a light matter. We cannot swear 
it, because, as one reason, we cannot swear to support infidelity. 
There are many things in the government that we do support, 
and that we would have no objections to swear' to support, pro- 
vided they were not coupled with some evil things that are in. the 
Constitution, and provided also, they were coupled with some good 
things that are not in it. But we have no regard whatever for the 
alleged conscientious scruples of infidels as against the proposed 
amendment, for the reason that they are against the authority of 
him who is Lord of the conscience. 

If we have been successful in answering this objection, then we 
have shown that there is pressing necessity for having the Conati- 
tutioh amended as proposed. Infidelity is most dishonoring to 
God. It pronounces his word a falsehood, and his Son an impos- 
tor. For a nation to do this is to expose itself to his terrible dis- 
pleasure. Christians need to see and to feel this in order to bestir 
themselves to have the monstrous evil remedied. 

We have somethinff to say to those who while they profess to be 
friendly to the amendment, are careful to say that the Constitu- 
tion may do pretty well without it. The objectors to whom we 
reply in this article, are of this class. We believe that the cause 
has received but little help from them. Indeed, we question if 
they have not done it more harm than good. People who do not 
think closely will say, why agitate the country by eflforts to have 
the Constitution changed if there is no imperative necessity fojz 
it? If it is a matter purely of expediency, then beyond all contvW 
versy it is expedient to let it alone. If the necessity for these 
amendments does not arise from the great dishonor to God in the 
Constitution as it is, and his wrath against the nation on account 
of it, then what is there that recjuires them at all ? 

It is only the conviction that infidelity in the Constitution with 
its fpuits of oppression and ungodlineaa are our great national siob 
for which God is now aorely chastising ua, and that the salvation 
of the nation depends on having the evil removed by' a reco^i- 
tion of God and Christ and the divine law in the Constitution, 
that will nerve Christiana to put forth their moat earnest efforts ^o 
have this done. And this conviction can be produced only by 
sounding the alarm, and pointing to the danger. By this terrible 
war God is saying to us, ^^ Ah, sinful nation, a people laden wiith 
iniquity; they have forsaken the Lord, they have provoked titc 
Holy One to anger, they have gone away backward." Shall we 
remuin deal' to theso calls, and allow OMiaelvea to be lulled iuto ee- 
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eurity by tbe timid apd time serviog? Let us have no more luke- 
warm CO operation in this movement. We beg those who do not 
view this as the work that is indispensable to the safety of the 
nation, to keep away from it altogether. Their heartless aid does 
more harm than open opposition. We rejoice, however, that there 
are earnest men who have put their strength to the movement, 
and that their number is rapidly increasing. Its friends have no 
need to be discouraged. They and the cause intrusted to them 
will be vindicated in due time. "Hear the word of the Lord, ye 
that tremble at his word ; your brethren that hated you, that cast 
you out for my name's sake, said, Let the Lord be glorified ; that 
he shall appear to your joy and they shall be ashamed." T. S. 
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Tnsr are situated high n^ on the western slope of Lebanon, 
ten hours southeast from Tripoli. Besharra^ is directly west, in 
the romantic gorge of the Khadi8ha,two tbousand'feet below them, 
and Ehden is three hours distant on the road to Tripoli. In no 
other part of Syria are the mountains so alpine, the proportions 
80 gigantic, the ravines so profound and awful. There are three 
routes to them, and all wild — exciting — deligjitful. One of the 
most romantic is to climb Lebanon from Beirut quite to the base 
of Jebel Eniseh, then wind northward around the heads of the stu- 
pendous gorges made by the rivers of Beirut, Antelias, Dog River, 
Nahi Ibrahim, Nahiel Jous, and the Khadisha. I have repeatedly 
tollowed that wildest oif routes, with or without a path, as the case 
mieht be, clinginff to the shelving declivities, 'midway to heaven, 
wiUi a billowy wilderness of rocks and ravines sinking away west- 
ward down to the sea. The very thought of it at this minute is 
positively intoxicating. The platform where the cedars stand is 
more than six hundred feet above the Mediterranean, and around it 
are ^thered the very tallest and grayest heads of Lebanon. The for- 
est 18 not large — not more than five hundred trees, ^reat and small, 
groni)ed irregularly on the sides of the shallow ravines, which mark 
the birthplace of the Khadisha, or Holv River. 

But though the space covered by them does not exceed half a 
dozen acres, yet, when fairly within the grove, and beneath the 
giant arms of those old patriarchs of a hundred generations, there 
comes a solemn hush upon the soul as if by enchantment. Pre^ 
cisely the same sort of magic spell settles on the spirit no matter 
how often you repeat your visits. But it is most impressive in iht 
nis;ht Let us by all means arrange to sleep there. The univer- 
Alflilence is almost punful. The gnty, old towers of Lebanon, 
>itiU as a stone, stand all around, holding up the stars of heaven 
to look at you, and the trees gather like phantoms about you, and 
wink kiiowingly, or seem to, and whisper among themselves you 
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know not what. You become suspicious, nervous, until, broad 
awake, you find that it is nothing but theflickerinff of your drowsy 
fire, and the feeble flutter of bats among the boughs of the trees. 
A night among the cedars is never forgotten; the impressions, 
electrotvped, are hid away in the inner chamber of the soul, among 
her choicest treasures, to be visited a thousand times with never- 
failing delight. 

There is a singular discrepancy in the statements of travelers 
with regard to the number of trees. Some mention seven, others 
thirteen — intending doubtless, only those whose age and size ren- 
dered them Biblical, or at least historical. It is not easy, however, 
to draw any such line of demarcation. There is a complete grada- 
tion from small and comparatively younff to the very oldest pa- 
triarchs of the forest. 1 countea four hundred ana fifty-three, 
great and small, and this cannot be far from the true number. 
This, however, is not uniform. Some are struck down by light- 
ning, broken by enormous loads of snow, or torn to fragments by 
tempests. Even the sacnlegious axe is sometimes lifted against 
them. But, on the other hand, younff trees are constantly spring- 
ing up from the roots of old ones, ana from the seeds of ripe ones. 
I have seen these ilfant cedars in thousands just springing from 
the soil ; but, as the grove is wholly unprotected, and greatly fre- 
quented both by men and animals, they are quickly destroyed. 
This fact, hpwever, proves that the number tnight be increased, arf 
libitum. Beyond a doubt, the whole of these upper terraces of 
Lebanon might again be covered with groves of this noble tree, 
and furnish timber enough not only for Solomon's Temple and the 
house of the forest of Lebanon, but for all the houses along tiis 
coast. But, unless a wise and more provident government con- 
trols the country, such a result can never be realized, and, indeed, j 
the whole forest will slowly die out under the dominion of the r 
Arab and Turk. Even in that case the tree will not be lost. It !. 
has been propagated by the root or seed in many parks in Europe, V 
and there ai:e more of them within fifty miles of London than on '. 
all Lebanon. 

We have sieen larger trees every way, and much taller, on the 
banks of the Ohio, and the loftiest cedar might take shelter under 
the lowest branches of California vegetable glories. Still, they 
are respectable trees. The girth of the largest is moire than forty- 
one feet; tl^e height of the highest may be one hundred. Theso 
largest, however, part into two or three only a feW iBeet from thi3 
ground. Their age is very uncertain, bor are they morb ready i€:> 
reveal it than others who have an uneasv tibnsciousness of lengtir x 
of days. Ver^r different estimates have been made. Sonae of oa x- 
missionary band, who tave experience in such 'matters, ancJ 
confidence in the results, have counted the grmbiha (as w^ 
Western people call the annual concentric circles) for a few inch^i> 
into the truuK of the oldesit cediar, and ftoid, such data carry ba6^ 
its birth three thousand five hundred jears. It may be so. The- ^^ 
are carved full of names and dates, going back several generation c^^ 
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.nd the growth since the earliest date has been almost nothing. At 
his date of increase they must have been growing ever since the 
nood. But young trees enlarge far faster, so that my confidence 
n estimates made from such specimens is but small. 

The wood, bark, cones, and even leaves of the cedar are satura- 
ted, so to speak, with resin. The heart has the red cedar color, 
but the exterior is whitish. It is certainly a very durable wood, 
but is not fine grained, nor sufficiently compact to tiike a high pol- 
ish; for ordinary architectural purposes, how ever,it is perhaps the 
best there is in the country. There is a striking peculiarity in the 
shape of this tree, which I have not seen any notice of in books of 
travel. The branches are thrown out horizontally from the parent 
trank. These, again, part into limbs which preserve the same 
horizontal direction, and so on down to the minutest twigs, and 
even the arrangement of the clustered leaves has the same general 
tendency. Climb into one, and you are delighted with a succes- 
Bion of verdant floors spread around the trunk, and gradually nar- 
rowing as you ascend. The beautiful cones seem to stand upon, 
or rise out of this green flooring. — Thompson's " 2'he Land and the 
Book:' . 
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LETTER FROM DR. METHENT. 

Lataketbs, Stria, Jannary lOth, 1865 

My Dear Friend: — ^We are all in excellent health In nine days 
and a half after we left you, we safely landed at Liverpool. We 
went the same day to the various ship agencies, t© see when 
we could sail. We found an English steamer— the S, S. Sidon 
—ready to start She is the same on which our passage had been 
engaged in America, to come to Europe. We made haste to pur- 
chase the things we needed, and in five days after our arrival 
in Liverpool, we were again on board. I was afraid to let the op- 
portunity slip, for we could not tell when another good chance 
would come. So we postponed our visit to Ireland and embarked. 
This vessel — Cunard line — ^was to stop at Genoa, Leghorn and 
Naples. So we had fresh milk for our child, nearly all the time; 
ana they favored us too, in giving us our passage — first cabin — to 
Alexanaria for fifteen pounds sterling. It ought to go direct in 
eleven orWelve days; but by this circuitous route it required far 
longer, inasmuch as she lay in port several davs. When we ar- 
rived in Alexandria, Mr. Seattle and I were able to get on shore 
about 6 o'clock in the evenine. We went to the U. S. Consurs, 
where a young Greek was employed as a c crk. This was a young 
man from Latakiyeh, whom Mr. Beat tie had taught to speak and 
write English. We immediately started for the ship offices. Ko 
vesielB were going, except a Russian steamer — Alexander IL — 
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which was to start next morning, at five o'clock. The stin wa» 
setting, and a few minutes more and we could hot have our things 
removed by a lighter, for after sundown the lighter is not permitt^ 
to leave the wharf without the Pacha's permission. We obtained 
oneand started, but our lighter was too small ; so we sent the young 
Arab along with the boatman to bring a larger one ; and so I had to 
go to the Pacha and get his permission. It was now nearly midnight 
before he got his boat and loaded with our luggage. In a few minutes 
we were all on board the Russia steamer; and thus saved our lug- 
gage from passing through the custom house — from the delay, ex- 
pense, trouble, &c. Wednesday morning early we are leaving 
Alexandria for Latakiyeh. We landed Sabbath evening, just at 
sundown. The captain was a gentleman. The storm rendered it^ 
dangerous to land ; but God sent a calm in a few minutes, which 
enabled us to get ashore, and take a few of our things with ns. 
The rest were taken to Alexandretta — i. e. Scanderoon. So in one 
month from our starting from Liverpool, on Thursday, we landed 
at Latakiyeh on Sabbath, God had been especially kind to us all 
the way. Had we been half an hour later in getting ashore at 
Alexandria — had we not met this young man — had this young 
man not been taught by Mr. Seattle and procured this position 
at the consul's, thus giving him influence with the Pacha, which 
you or I could scarcely buy, we would have been detained in Al- 
exandria eight or ten days ; and then, the vessels which next came, 
were driven by the storm past, and then it is ten days before we, 
could return. So you see how we werer blessed. All our things; 
came safely back. Our dear friend Hammud had just been buriSl] 
ere the steamer approached the town ; and we were not in time to 
see him before his interment. As we were leaving the steamer ia. 
a little boat, >vhile the waves were higii, and a black cloud over-; 
hung us, one of the teachers who came to meet us told us the saf 
news. It was a hard trial ; and I shall never forget the awfiu 
darkness of that hour. But it was calm as soon as we got into th 
little harbor behind the breakwater ; and we landed safely. Thi 
first fruits of our mission are gathered to the heavenly garner an( 
another friend in that blessed abode, still makes us think am 
talk more of the place where Hammud evidently is, with Mr. Lyde^ 
who first sowed the good seed in his heart which grew and pra j 
duced much fruit. He was a lovely boy ; kind, tender-hearted ,~ 
firm, intelligent, consistent, good. W ho does not love to think o , 
him? The Fellahin danced and rejoiced when a report went tc 
the mountains of his death. The report was false. Now he ii 
dead, and the enemies of religion are neatly exalted, no doubt 
Many persons attended his funeral, for ne was greatly respected 
We hope he, like Samson, slew more in his death than in his life; i^ 
for his death was triumphant, and this is well known, MrJ Doddi ^ 
has removed since we came, to another house, which he has takei ~ 
for five years. We are boarding with Mr. Dodds. We are gettini _ 
our goods jffxed in their places. We have to work very hard^ fo 1 
»o pxany call to sec hira, and see tVve docitoT\ ^ai^ \v^ \i'ai^l<^ \uteB 
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pret for me ; and thus our time is taken in arranging our books, 
medicines, &c. Visiting the sick, too, takes much of our time ; for 
every thing must be said four or five times to make sure they un- 
derstand the directions, and to get an accurate account of their ail- 
raents. T^he chronic cases which have baffled the doctors here 
for a long time, crowd upon us and give us trouble. It is now 
after two o'clock, A. M., and he is arranging his library. I am 
«eatly benefited in health. I never felt better; I am quite 
fleshy. Mrs. M., too, is very well ; as also our babe and all the otli- 
ers ; there are twelve of us here. So you see we have quite a con- 
gregation of missionaries. Add about sixteen or seventeen na- 
tives, and this is about the number at church. I expected to see 
more wretchedness than obtains. There is enough, however. Many 
persons have called to see us, and I am quite surprised at the foot- 
hold our Mission has got. True, not many are members of the 
church, nor are likely to be soon, but our missionaries have gain- 
. ed an influence which is exceedingly gratifying. Instead of de- 
bating and trying to differ with them, they love to converse freely, 
and thus, many who do not attend church, nevertheless hear 
preaching moro effectually than if formally delivered from the 
pulpit. Mr. Dodds* teacher, n voy intelligent young man, comes 
often to give lessons ; but I observe he stays long after ho has fin- 
ished his teaching ; and I am sure the teacher in name is the learn- 
er in reality. Our love to all the family. I will write again in 
a few days, so as to make sure you get the order for medicines. Re- 
member us to Ezekiel Sterrett; also, Hobert, Sarah, and the friends. 
Mr. Dodds sends his very best love to your family. * 
Yours hastily. I am, indeed, your friend, 

David Metheny. 



WESTKBiV MISSION. 

LETTER FROM REV. S. M. STEVENSON-' 

Wasuikoton, Iowa. 

Dear Editors — ^I write you at this time, to satisfy t^ minds of 
many inquiring friends about the Northwestern Mission. My 
resignation, to some perhaps, was unexpected. I felt sorry to give 
Tip the work of the mission. It had its attractions. But to me, 
duty seemed to lie in another direction. It would be cheering 
new0 to me to hear that the Board had secured the services of 
some experienced workman to ^o into the mission field of the 
Northwest According to the direction of the Board, I attended 
the meeting of the Iowa Presbytery, to be ordained. A call wa.^ 
presented to me from the Waahington and Aniboy congregation, 
which, with due consideration, I felt it my duty to accept, though 
the inducements were not of a very encouraging nature. Onh 
twenty-four (24) members, and no house of worship. But notwith- 
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standing, there were other inducements of a promising charactei 
The brotherly unity and harmony of effort on the part of the con 
gregation, together with the favorable location for good water 
healthy climate, abundance of non-resident land, convenience ti 
market, ^and good society, are among the encouragements we hav( 
for building up a congregation. Few places hold out so many in- 
ducements as the country about Washington. Non-resident farrng 
can be had convenient to the city, at from $10 to $12 per acre. 
Good public schools are in the city and surrounding country. The 
United Presbyterians expect to rebuild their college lately destroyed. 
If the Covenanter families, scattered throughout the desolate por- 
tions of the JSorthwest, could only be induced to come and settle 
with us, it would be strength to the church, a help to us, and an 
inestimable benefit to those families. Washington is a commercial 
city, and is the centre of trade of a beautiful and jEertile country 
for fifteen or twenty miles around. Timber is plenty, though helS 
by land sharks at high prices. Inexhaustible beds of coal are 
found within eighteen miles of the citj\ A company is now at 
work opening a coal mine within six miles of the city. 

I preach half my time at Kossuth, a missionary station eighteen 
nliles north of Burlington, This is a beautifiil country. The 
soil is fertile, and is well adapted to raising corn, wheat, fruit and 
other products. The members of the church here are in earnest, 
and are united in their eflforts to obtain a house of worship and 
build up a congregation. Persons wishing further informatioa 
about ^ this country, can obtain it by addressing Mr. Wm, 0, 
Lindsay. 

In general, let me here say, that in all my travels through the 
West and Northwest, no location has come under my observation, 
presenting advantages superior to the country lying between 
W ashingtou and Linn Grove, or Kossuth. Here are four congre- 
gations with settled pastors, and Kossuth, a missionary station, 
plenty able and willing to take a minister half his time. Linn 
(Jrove, with Ker young pastor, is growing in strength and influence, 
Sharon, the giant congregation of the West, still grows. Here we 
have a pattern of unity and strength in a congregation. The at- 
tachment of the people for their pastor is best understood, when - 
it is known that they have raised his salary to $1,500 per year. ] 
The influence of the pastor and con^egation is not only felt in \ 
the church, but also in the communities around. 

Behoboth, the congregation scattered over the great prairies 
south-east of Washington, is still fraught with encouragement 
Here the traveler is led to admire the extent and beauty of the 
prairies. Vast tracts of non-resident land lie before him. Here 
land can be purchased at reasonable prices. I have been thus 
particular in earning these congre^tions, and describing their loca- 
tions, in order that fieimilies moving West may be at no loss ia 
finding thriving congregations, and suitable locations in which td 
settle. In any of these congregations, the industrious man can 
£nd openingQ m which ho can make himself useful, earn property, 
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and enjoy the privileges of the church. True, there* are good 

iarming locations in the Northwest where land is low, of which 

Elliota, Minn., is the most promising. - But land is not the only 

thing a family wants in the W est. And owing to the little prospect 

of preaching being sent to these places, my advice to those coming 

west, is to seek homes in a settled congregation. Parents, in their 

haste to get wealth apd homes for their children in the West, are 

too often apt to forget their children. have souls to bo saved, and 

hearts and consciences to be stored with the elements of a religious 

education, and hence they make the church and mornl t^aiaing of 

their children a secondary object. Parents should not (u.^- their 

femilies into destitute portions of the West, expecting the "means 

of grace to follow them, and the church to be built up around 

them. Too many families have been lost to the church by such a 

course. We should not forget the injunction of the Saviour, when 

he says, Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 

and all these things shall be added unto you. But I am sorry to 

find that many lose sight of the duty taught here, and hence in 

many cases they lose the fulfillment of the promise made by the 

Saviour in this passage. How many families in the Iforthwest 

have I visited, that are thus situated; families, if they were in a 

congregation, would be of great promise to the church, but situated 

as they are, I am sorry to say, that many are growing cold in the 

doctrines they once professed, and to all appearances are lost to 

the church. S. M. Stevenson. 



SOUTHWESTERN HISSIOK. 

LETTER PROM MR. J. C. K. PARIS. 

Natchez, Miss., January 14, 1866. 

To the Central Board of Missions : — I to-day received Mr. Will- 
son's letter of the 2d inst. It is more than time my report 
for December was on its way Iforth. I shall make it brief. 

Dpon the whol^,the work is prospering. Owing to the disagree- 
ableness of the weather, the attendance at the schools has befeii 
somewhat irregular. In December we only had seventeen days of 
school. According to almost universal usage, and according to 
the regulation of 6ol. Eaton, we had no school on the last week of 
the year. 

A brief summary of all the schools is as follows: 

No. of days kept 17 

" P"P»- =■!-'"■>. {Si. lu} ^'O 

Average attendance 302 

Some of the schools were not taught seventeen days, because of 
unavoidable interruptions. For about two weeks the lines were 
so strictly closed that our teachers could not pass. But just as we 
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had got over this difficulty a new. one began to stare ns in the 
face. The plantations changed hands with tne coming in of the 
new year. Those who hav6 assumed the control of Arnandlia 
and Whife Hall plantations are indisposed to our having the field. 
Arrangements had been made, without our knowledge, with the 
Superintendent of the IsTational Freedmen's Association, to install 
two of his teachers in place of ours. I protested, and carried th« 
matter to Col. Mitchell, Superintendent of Freedmen at this post 
He favors our teachers, but the matter is not settled yet. White 
Hall is so far away that the teacher catinot go and come every 
day. We must get a place for her to lodge on the plantation, if 
she goes on with the school. But I am afraid this will be difficult 
as long as the lessee opposes us. Col. Mitchell has power to take 
a room on each plantation for the use of a teacher; but it would 
be unpleasant to encounter continually the opposition of the lesr 
see. Arnandlia is not so far away but that the teacher can live 
with us in town, and attend daily to her school. Accordingly she 
is still in her school, while the teacher at White Hall has not been 
to her's since the month began. The matter must soon be de- 
cided, and we await further developments of the case. 

In the meantime, we have commenced another school, on the 
Vidalia plantation. It is nearer than either of the other planta- 
•tions, and ha's better accommodations for school. The reason this 
place had not been occupied before this, was the opposition of the 
lessee. But we are now able to act independently, of him, as we 
can easily go and return each day. My brother Isaiah is at pres- 
ent in this school. On the first day the lessee came into the school 
in a rage, and ordered some of the seats to be removed. But ere 
he went out he had perceptibly calmed in his temper, and he saw 
fit to have the seats replaced by the next day. He has not given 
iiny trouble since. The school is very promising. 

Another event took place a week since, important to us on ac- 
count of the bearing it may have on our work. This was the 
change of commander. Brigadier General Brayman, on last Sat- 
urday, was relieved by Brigadier General Davidson. Of course 
all the missionaries felt some anxiety to know how he would de- 
mean hinaeelf toward our work. He, of course, has. great power for 
good or evil. We felt the greater alarm from the fact that one of 
the houses which accommodated three schools was taken by the 
General's guards. But it appears that he does not mtend to mter- 
iere with our work, and the house will be restored again for school 
purposes. These teachers belonged to other associations. 

Great changes have been made generally by the new command- 
er, but he has^'left the Freedmen's department unchanged. The 
other changes have thus far rather opened our field of labor. The 
regiment in which we have a school in operation has been permit- 
ted to remain in the fort, while other regiments have been moved 
away. One battalion has been placed in town to guard the streets. 
It is the same one in which I had endeavored to begin a school 
while in the fort, but could not for lack of a house. Now they 
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r occupy the court house, close by the buildings in which our city 
< [, gchools are held. We have made arangements to commence 
i I Bchoorftmong them on Monday next. They are eager for a teach- 
^ er, and offer us a convenient room in the court house for accom- 
modating the school. These soldiers, as well as the others which 
are under our instructions, belong to the 6th TJ. S. Heavy Artille- 
ry, Col. Farrer's. 

Thus if we lose one field we shall likely find another. Vidalia 
is again without a school, but we have, not force enough to occu- 
py it, having rather more on hands now than we can well attend 
to. 

Our Sabbath school was not so large as usual last month. The 
average attendance was about seventy-five. I preach in the after- 
tt \ noon and evening of Sabbath. The attendance is small, but we 
H| liope tQ increase. If vve had an efficient minister here he would 
find abundant work. I have little time to do more than attend to 
the business of the mission, aside from preaching. The law re- 
quires marriages to be performed by an ordained minister. Of 
course this precludes me from any part in this work. 

We are all well at present. Brother Daniel has not been able 
to teach for two weeks on account of a severe cold, lie is about 
well again. I remain yours, 

J. C. K. Faris. 
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dUEBIES AND ANSWERS. 

1. Are the vestibules of houses of worship places of resort 
for conversation, and especially for secular conversation, on the 
Lord's Day? 

Certainly not. That they are so used, however, in niany lo- 
calities — city and country — by the young, and even by their elders 
sometimes, is more than feared — it is even affirmed. Surely it re- 
quires no special intelligence to be satisfied that there is some- 
thing most unbecoming — something exceedingly sinful in such 
abuse of any portion of a place where God is stated Iv worshiped. 
True, there iy no ceremonial sacredness to be attached to any edi- 
fice now, as there was to the temple, &c., of old ; but, 1. Secular or 
light conversation is wrong any where on the Christian Sabbath. 
2. It becomes greatly more so frotn the fact that it is in- 
dulged in in the very precincts which are associated immediately 
with the most solemn acts and services. And, 3. It is, so indulged, 
very offensive to the sensibilities of all persons of a tender Chris- 
tian conscience ; and also, 4. Such "talkers,** particularly "jesters," 
display no little want of conscientiousness, of good breeding, 
and of good feeling. Even Mohammedans and Pagans show more 
regard to propriety of veneration in and about their mosques and 
temples. 
2. Is it right to hold meetings of session for examination of ap- 
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plicanta, or for the adjudication of cases of discipline^ on the 
Saturday preceding the communion ? 

The inquiry is not whether it is right per se to dp so. We pre- 
sume no one would say this. It is often done ; but vindicated, we 
believe, only, as in some sense, a direct necessity. If absolutely ne- 
cessary, there remains, of course, no question; necessity "has no 
law.*' This we are not prepared, however, to admit. It certainly 
appears to be a matter under the control of the officers of the 
church, at least in all ordinary cases. If so, we cannot but regard 
the holding of sessions as above, to be not onlv inexpedient but 
wrong; for, 1. It distracts the minds of parties, of church of- 
ficers, and finally of the people of the congregation, from the great 
work in immediate prospect. 2. Those who are to be a^ the 
Lord's table the next day should know it sooner. It is wrong, un- 
less in extraordinary cases, to remain willfully ignorant of suehafad 
until too late an hour. 3. Those who are not to be at the Lord's ta- 
ble, either on the ground of ignorance or moral unfitness, should 
also kn9W it earlier. 4. Such procrastination tends to disparage the 
privileges and the discipline of the church. 6. There is danger lest 
matters of any kind thus put oft" to the last minute, will be "pot 
through" hastily, and so slighted. 6. As to discipline, if this be 
the habit, the devil .and his agents, in the church and out of it, 
-will take advantage of it, and rush in troublesome matters for the 
very purpose of disturbing the mind of the minister and elders, 
and it may be others, at the very time when all should be combined 
and fixed upon the great work. If, unless, we repeat, in extraor- 
dinary circumstances, application for privileges in the church of 
Christ is not sought for at an earlier period, or cases requiring dis- 
cipline are not brought up sooner, for whatever reason, let them go 
over to a future and more convenient season. 
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To THE Members op the Board of Domestic Missions — Dear 
Brethren: In compliance with your request, I now report to you 
some facts respecting your Indianapolis Mission. When I came to 
this place I was received with friendly greetings. The court house, 
which is a very comfortable place, was cheerfully granted us as a 
permanent place of worship, until we could* get a house of our 
own. Members of the Legislature generally form part of our 
audience. On last Sabbath, the President of the Senate- was one 
of our most attentive hearers. By a unanimous vote of the 
House, I was invited to give a lecture on Rom. 13 ; 1, 6, in the 
Legislative hall, on the last Sabbath of January. They listened 
with intense interest, when I told them that the Apostle was de- 
scribing God's ordinance of civil rule in the abstract, and as it 
would be set up, and administered by all nations in the concrete^ 
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n the Millennium, and that the bloody, persecuting Roman gov- 
ernment, with its liberty and slavery combined, and the Sonthem 
Confederacy, were the very opposite of this description — ^that if 
our civil system were Christianized by adopting the amend- 
ments to the Constitution and administration, that are now being 
proposed, we would be the very power to which all are required 
to " be subject for conscience sake.*' We have succeeded in get- • 
ting up a deep-felt interest in these constitutional amendments. 
We have our petitions now coming in from different parts of the 
State. The committee to whom they are referred, have already 
intimated that they will bring in a bill such as we have suggested. 
On to-morrow, the 16th inst. our IsTational Constitution Reform 
Convention will meet in this city. We expect a large assembly. 
It is the Lord's work that is to be done, and the zeal of the Lord 
of Hosts will perform it. 

We have purchased a lot in one of the most eligible and 
promising locations in all the city, and the people are expecting 
us to build a church soon as possible. Some of them have al- 
ready subscribed very liberally, to aid us in building. The four 
first names on our subscription paper are 600 dollars each; but 
building material and labor are so very high, that we will expect • 
the brethren in every congregation to aid us as their ability and 
willing minds may suggest, that w^e may soon have a respectable 
house of worship in this highly important and promising field of 
labor. I have neither time nor disposition to canvass the church; 
but would just remind the brethren,, that, in my judgment, this is 
one of the most promising fields of all our church missions. I 
have not only this large and delightful city before me; but through 
the Governor and members of thie Legislature, I am alread/ ex- 
erting a salutary influence that may, and I think will, ultimately 
leaven the whole State with our distinctive principles. Our prin- 
ciples have already been avowed in the Legislative hall as the 
standard of national orthodoxy, and if we can only get them em- 
bodied in the State Constitution, as I think we soon will, every 
State in the Union will soon follow the example, and the whole 
United States soon be of our Lord and of his Christ. May the 
good Lord hasten it in his time, and by whatever means and in- 
struments he may see fit to employ. 

Brethren, make your own collections, and send them to Dr. J. 
T. Boyd, Indianapolis, box 858, soon as possible. Remember, we 
are as yet few and feeble, but though Jacob be small he shall 
arise. No fox will be allowed to break down our wall, which has 
been so auspiciously begun ; but by the good hand of our God upon 
us, we expect very soon to be self-sustaining. This beautiful city 
is one of the' most flourishing and inviting localities for Covenant- 
ers I have ever seen. Its high-toned morality, honesty and liber- 
ality is to me more and more visible every day. Its inducements 
to the enterprising and industrious of all occupations are strong 
and flattering. Building lots easily attained, and doubling their 
value in a very short time. Common labor from three to five 
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dollars per. day. Fifteen hundred new houses erected last season, 
and the estimation is 2,000 the coming season. 

As,yet, I have had no discouragement whatever ; hut all has ss far 
surpassed my most sanguine expectations, and I have every reason 
to thank God and take courage. 

Yours truly, in covenant bonds, J. Crozier. 

Indiakapolis, Feb. I4th, 1865. 

We earnestly urge the claims presented in the above circular on 
the liberality of the church. A field such as is now open for cul- 
tivation in Indianapolis, should not be neglected The great 
movement to honor Christ as King of this nation is evidently en- 
listing public attention. By contributing to the cause presented 
by our brother, it will be helped forward. We will receive and 
forward any funds that may be sent to us. Eds. 



AN APEAL ON BEHALF OF THE FOREIGN MISSION. 

A SBMirANii^UAL instalment of salary is due our Missionaries in 
Syria, and the means are not in the treasury to meet it. At the 
present rates of exchange about three thousand dollars (3,000) are 
required, and of this sum only twenty-one hundred dollars (2,100) 
are now on hand. The amount must be remitted — ^the Missiona- 
ries cannot, do without it — and there is no alternative but for the 
Board to borrow the sum requisite to make up the deficit. Thie 
has been done and must be repaid in two months. The urgency 
of the case induces us to make this direct appeal to the congrega- 
tions^o replenish the treasury, and to do it at onc<^ The necessity 
is imperative. The financial state of the country has imposed ex- 
traordinary burdens upon the treasury, and only extraordinary 
eftbrts.can meet them. Our people must understand and act ac- 
cordingly, that all remittances for Foreign Mission are /made not 
in currency, but in gold or its equivalent. If the Mission is to 
be sustained and kept in an eflGlcient state, the contributions of the 
Church during the current year will require to be more than 
doubled. The question to be answered is. Will our people meet the 
increased responsibilities laid upon them by their Divine Master 
and Lord ? They can, and judging from the past, we are confident 
that they will. Samuel 0. Wylib, Chairman. 



Philadelphia, February 16th, 1865. 



T. P. Stevenson, Secretary. 



INSTAllATION. 



The Commission appointed by the New York Presbytery, to 
attend to the installation of Rev. Joshua Kennedy in the 
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ovina congregation, met according to appointment, on the 11th 
f January, 1865. This committee consisted of Bevs J. C. K. 
lilligan, J. B. Williams and D. M'Allister ; and Elders George 
ipencer and D. M'Donald — all of whom were present. The oc- 
asion was interesting, and the people there may be congratulated 
n having now an efficient minister of the gospel laboring among 
hem. It is worthy of special consideration, that notwithstanding 
be public trials through which they have lately passed, there has 
)een no instance of defection, on this account, from the principles 
)f the Reformed Presbyterian Church. And we look upon it as a 
;oken for good, that they have once more a pastpr to ibreak to 
them doctrinally and sacramentally the bread of life. 

The Great Shepherd is fulfilling the promise, " I will give you 
pastors according to mine herd, which shall feed you with know- 
' * e and understanding.'* J. B. Williams, 

' Clerk of , Com. 



BESOLDTIONS ON THE DEATH OF TVILLUH 8. JAMISON, 

Who died January 14<A, 1866, at the Peat Hospital, Camp Chase, Ohio, 

Gaup Chase, Ohio, January 16th, 1865. 

At a special meeting of Co. " B/' 88th Kegiment, Ohio Volunteers, called 
reference to the death, of W. S. Jamison, a member of said company, 
ergt. G. W. Morrison was called to the chair, and Orderly Sergt. T. 0. Mor- 
3on was appointed Seofetary. A committee was appointed, who presented the 
allowing resolutions, which were unanimously adopted by the company : 
Whereas, In the dispensation of God's providence we h^ve been called 
► mourn the death of one of our most worthy members, Mr. William Speer 
amison, who, after a lengthy affliction, departed this life in the hope of a glo- 
ous immortality; and whereas, it is our desire to show to the family of the 
jceased, and to his friends at large, our appreciation of this noble man and 
hristian ; therefore, 

1. Resolved, That we have lost a man from our little body, who honored 
le religion he profeesed, and in his Christian character was unequalcd • who 

a man was respected and loved by his whole company, as a soldier, deserved 
id won the admiration of all his comrades and the approbation of his officers, 
a private citizen, one who was incliYied to do good to all men. 

2. That in this diNpcnsation we are reminded of the uncertainty of life and 
e certainty of death, and that in life we must prepare for the great change 
that God is calling us to be ready to meet him in death, for as death leaves 
judgment shall find us — and there is no preparation beyond the grave. 

B. That we recognize in the deceased, the Christian character which blesses 
I ennobles the world, not the vain and flitting kind which is seen without 
I house of God, but the more prominent Christianity that follows a man 
erever he may go, and may bo teen in all his actions ; in short, that which 
7 be seen and known of all men. 

[. That in the deceased the parents hnve lost a dutiful and obedient son, an 
lOr and a credit to any parent, whose loss is irreparable ; the brothers and sisters 
lithful brother, upon whom they might rely to the farthest extremity ; the 
imunity one, who, had be not been cut oflf in his youth, we have reason to 
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belieye would hare been an ornament ; the country an ardent and patriotic BUf- 
porter, and the cause of liberty an enthusiastic adyoeate. 

6. That we tender our sympathy to the bereayed family, and assure them 
that his memory will be cherished most by those who knew him best, and that 
it will not soon fade in the minds of his former associates. 

6. That a copy of these resolutions be sent to the bereayed family, and also to 
the Guernsey Times, Zanesville Courier^ Reformed Presbyterian and Caw- 
nanfer, for publication. John A. Nelson, - 

James A. SpeeR; 
James Galbbaith, 
Committee. 

The subject of the foregoing resolutions, William Speer, oldest son of S. and 
M. Jamison, was born near New Concord, Muskingum Co., Ohio, Sept. 18tli, 
1842. He was born of Coyenanter parents, and received by them an early re- 
ligious education, which induced him at the age of 20 years to recognize hii 
baptismal engagements and make a public profession of his faith in the Be- 
formed Presbyterian Church, Salt Creek congregation. He was always punc- 
tual to attend religious seryices, whether public, social or priyate, and eyinced 
great interest in furthering the cause of Christ. In July, 1863, being actuated 
by h-is loye of liberty, he enlisted in the army, joining the 88th Regt. Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry. With yery few exceptions he was blessed with good 
health, until Nov. 20th, 1864, when he was taken with malignant erysipelas, 
and removed to the hospital. After suffering very patiently with this for '. 
more than a month, he began to recover slowly, the disease having been ar- 
rested. But just when he began to get about and flatter himself that he 
would soon be well, he was attacked with smallpox, and thence moved to the 
pest hospital, where^he lay a corpse in eight days after. All the time he was in 
the hospital, he endured his sufferings without a single murmur ; but on the 
contrary always seemed cheerful, occupying what time he could in reading the 
Bible, which was constantly by his bed. The matron of the ward in which he 
was, remarked to me, that when she took reading matter into the ward William 
always selected that which was of a religious character and no other ; thus he 
seemed to be ripening for the grave and preparing for his journey homeward. 
His loss is not only mourned by the other members of the family, but by all 
who knew him. Still our loss, we trust, is unspeakable gain to him. This is 
another solemn warning for us to prepare for death, seeing it is appointed 
unto all men to die, and after that the judgment. J. A. S. 
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Mr. James GtRAY died at the residence of his mother, in Clarksburg, 
Feb. 22, 1864, in the 32d year of his age. 

He was the son of godly parents, who, by mutual agreement, %t the 
time of his baptism 'Ment him to the Lord," and dedicated him to the work 
of the ministry. This circumstance no doubt gave complexion to his whole 
after life. Often did his parents ask God to teach them how to order the 
child which they had undertaken to rear for his service. Often did be feel 
encouraged to plead the promises from the circumstance that he was the child 
of vows and prayers — the son of God's servant and handmaid. His father 
and two brothers successively filled the office of ruling elder. His father's 
house was like the Sbunamites, the home of the ministry. 
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He was left fatherless at an early period of life, and the paternal estate 
when divided among a number of heirs, afforded but a small moiety toward 
the expense of an education. He was consequently left to depend on his own 
exertions for the means of carrying forward his studies — his progress was ne- 
cessarily slow, but thorough and sure. 

His reputation as a teacher was of the highest character. He took delight 
ID communicating knowledge. Hd took great pains to inculcate moral and 
religious instruction along with literary traftiing. His last term of teaching 
was in the Dayton Academy. The United Presbyterian pastor was absent 
from his charge, in the army, and Rev. T. M. Elder'n place of preaching so far 
distant as to be inaccessible. In this condition of affairs, the students of the 
academy met with their teachers to spend the Sabbath in social religious ex- 
ercises, and many religious people in the neighborhood repaired to the society 
of the academy as the most pleasant and profitable .place for spending the 
Sabbath: In these exercises Mr. Grray took great delight, and was highly gifted, 
and the conducting of these services devolved principally upon him. These 
weekly lectures, delivered by one evidently near the end of his journey and 
fast ripening for heaven, produced a profound impression on all who attended 
them, and will not soon be forgotten. 

Mr. Gray was a graduate of Westminster College, and at the time of his 
death a theological student of the 3d year in the Reformed Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary. Owing to his knpwledge of the Hebrew language ac- 
quired at college, and his ripeness in theological learning, as well as the pros^ 
pect that he would have but a short time to labor in the field, the Pitteburgh 
Presbytery had made arrangements to license him at the end of the third win- 
ter. During the last session which he attended the Seminary his disease 
(cancer in the jaw) progressed so rapidly that it b^ame evident that his ca> 
reer must soon close. Beloved by his professors and fellow students, his situa- 
tion produced a profound impression upon them all ; a daily concert of prayer 
on his behalf was instituted in the Seminary, and while earnest supplications 
were made, the deep emotion manifest in every oountenanoe showed how earn- 
estly all joined in the exercise. The discourses of the students at that time 
were characterized by a solemnity and depth of teeling which plainly evinced 
that the affliction experienced by one of their number was sanctified to them 
aU. 

Mr. Gray underwent two surgical operations, the last of which was very 
severe. His tongue was out entirely loose from his mouth, and nearly the 
whole of the front section of the lower jaw removed. He endured all with 
patience and even cheerf\ilness, and awaited his end with composure and trust. 
Dunne the last weeks of his life he experienced some severe conflicts with 
the adversary, in regard to his interest in Christ and his salvation; but the 
enemy was vanquished and confidence restored. He died triamphantly. 

Be left a young widow to bewail his loss. Engaged to hiin when fellow 
studtsnts at college, when his prospects were bright, she linked her destiny 
with his when his ease had become hopeless, to nurse and comfort him. 
Among his papers were two covenant bonds, which ho had written,'swom and 
sobecribed. Their dates show them to have been entered into one and two 
years before his death. The first is circumstantial, lengthy, and private in its 
character. The latter is as follows : 

«i>w. II, 1863. 

<^ L(nrd, I come to Thee to be saved. Unless Thou save me, I perish. The 
law condemns me. Sin threatens me with eternal torment, and my only hope 
is Christ and His atonement. 0, my God, take me into a covenant relation- 
ship wiih, Thee through Jesus Christ, that I may be saved through Him, and 
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oiternally praise Thee, the Author of my s&lvation. This day I make an en 
tiro surrender of myself to Thee, and depend on Thee alone for my salvatioo. 

Jas-'Geat." 
This notice appears thus late owing to the loss of one previously preparei 

Com. 

DiEDj January I'Oth, Dean street, Brooklyn, of dropsy on the brain, Hex-', 
iiT Ferguson Thompson, age€ 2 years and 20 days, only son of Richard and 
Annie Thompson, and grandson of th^ late Henry Ferguson. '^ Thy will bt 
done." E. A. F. 

I)ie;d, on the 21st of October, 18G4, Mrs. Mary M'Donaljd, daughtef of* 
Alexander and Martha Greorge, of flux, in the 50th year of her age. 

The deceased was a member of the Macedon congregation of the Refolhned 
Presbyterian Church. She was characterized by her mild and peaceable de- 
portment, and for her punctual attendance upon ordinances. She endured 
her last illness with patience and resignation, professing to leave the issue ef 
the matter to God. ** Whether we live, therefore, or die, we are the Lord's." 

H. 

Died, on the morning of Feb. 7, 1865, James Renwick Wilbon Wn^ 
KIN, younger son of Rev. M. Wilkin, aged 17 years, 11 mooths and 19 days- 

The subject of this notice enlisted and married when very young. He had 
served a year in the 16th N. Y. Heavy Artillery. He bad been running down 
with chronic diarrhoea for four or five months, and had applied for a furlougl^ 
in December; but owing to ** red tape" or some such cause, he did not get i^ 
till about three days before his death, after he had been entirely discourage^i 
respecting it, and when he was unable to proceed without assistance. 

His wife and his father went to assist him, and met him on Feb. 5th, bo^ 
their care could not save his life. He bore his sufferings very patiently^ 
though with anxiety to reach home, and died on board the steamer Adelaido? 
midway between Fortress Monroe and Baltimore, Com. 

Died, Sabbath morning, Dec. 11, 1864, at his residence in Lawcence ooun- 
ty, Pa., Jno. M'Andless, in the 62d year of his age. He had been, and 
was in his usual good health, and about day-break, without rising, inquired of 
some members of the family who were up, concerning the weather, no doubt 
thinking of the comfort of the family in getting to church. 

His wife was up; and his youngest child, a daughter of some seven sum- 
mers, remarked to her mother that she heard a strange noise in the room. 
She went immediately to his bedside, and perceiving something wrons, lifted 
him up. His head fell back, and without a word or a moan, at the dawn of 
an earthly Sabbath, he closed his eyes, and his spirit, we trust, wakened 
where the Sabbath is eternal. 

He was born in Armagh Oo., Ireland, and in ^he year 1821 emigrated with 
his parents to America, and settled in Lawrence Co., Pa., in Little Beaver 
congregation, then under the care of Rev. R. Gibson. 

In 1843 he was ordained to the office of ruling elder. For disoharffing the 
duties of this office few men possessed better qualifications. He understood 
well the principles he had espoused, and being actuated by unfeigned duty, 
cheerfully and heartily ^nga^ed in whatever he saw best promoted the interest 
and welfare of the church. He in a remarkable manner, both in the ohnrch 
and family, blended mildness and familiarity with firmness and dignity. 

He lived near a throne of grace — members of the family often finding 
him engaged in his usual devotions, whilst at hb ordinary avocations. 
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A good and safe adviser, a kind father, ao affeotioDate and loving husband, 
a iaithful and zealous ruler in, and member of the church, a citizen beloved 
by all — his life needs not the humble praise that pen of mine can give, to 
make his virtues live in the memories of, those who knew his excellence and 
worth. 

He had long prayed that the congregration of which he was a member 
might have a settled pastor, living in {(eace and harmony. He lived to see his 
prayer answered, but not long to enjoy it. His removal is at once severe and 
mysterious — yet we would say with the Psalmist : 

'•Dumb was I, opening not my mouth ; 
Because the work was Thine." 
and ur^ the prayer: 

•* Help, Lord, because the godly man 
Doth daily fnde away, 

And from among the sons of men ^ 

The faithful do decay." Com. 



BOOK NOTICES. 



KsfLECTtD Light. Illastrations of the Redeemer's faithfulness in the happy death-bed 
experience of Christians. Philadelphia: William S. k Alfred Marticn, 606 Chestnut 
street. 1865. 12mo. pp. 17C. 

The character and object of this work are fully explained by the 
title. It is a record of the death-bed experience of Christians, and 
of their testimony on behalf of religion. It is a useful and edify- 
ing compilation. > 

Ohildrkn im Pabapisb. By Frederick Howard Hines, late Chaplain in the Army of the 
United States. William S. & Alfred Martien. 1865. 12mo. pp. 72. 

This is an argument in favor of universal infant salvation. We 
cannot say that there is anytl^ing original or striking in the argu- 
ment. The subject is one on whicn wise men will speak with 
diffidence. We notice several misty, and in a few cases inaccurate 
theological statements. Both these books are admirable specimens 
of the printer's art 

iHAiKscuTiiia SiBkov. By Rey. Henry A. Boardmaa, D. D. William S. ft Alfred 
Martien . 1864. pp. 21. 

The aim of this discourse, founded on Jeremiah 17 : 14, is to show 
that God alone can heal our national maladies, and save us from 
the evils which oppress or threaten us. 

Thi African's Right to Citizbhbhip. Philadelphia : James L. Claxton, saccessor to 
WiUiam S. ft. Alfred Martien, No. 606 Chestnat street. 1865. pp. 31. 

This is a well written pamphlet in favor of the political equality 
of the colored race in this country. The argument appears to us 
conclusive and unanswerable. 

BiBLi LiOHT Ai TO TBI BxTiMT OF THB DsLUOi. By Rer. ThoiBAS Ma&80iL Perth. 

This is an able and convincing refutation of the ^^ Modern Theo- 
ry of a Limited Deluge," maintained by Dr. Pye Smith, Br. Duns, 
Hugh Miller and others. The theory vanishes before the light of 
dcriptnre. It was adopted in order to sustain the assumption of the 
existence of the world for a period louff anterior to the creation of 
man. The deiu^e, it has been generally ftuppoft^d,^oxA^^^^cy^\i\. 
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for the phenomena that have puzzled and perplexed geologists. 
Now, if it is so that the deluge was limited only to a portion of 
Asia, then the phenomena in Europe and America demand another 
explanation, it was hoped in this way to establish the necessity 
for the pre-Adamic theory of the world. This hope the author of 
the work before us shows to be baseless. He has done good ser- 
vice to the truth in exposing the fallacy of the partial deluge theory, 

T. S.' 

Thb PiRPETuiTY OF THE GosPBL. A sermon preached en Sabbath evening, January 
Yth, 1865. By Alexander M'Leod Stavely, member of the Reformed Pr^sbyteriaa 
Church, St. Johns, N. B. 

The text of this discourse is 1 Peter 1 : 26, and the points discuss- 
ed are : " The perpetuity of the gospel ; and its instrumentality as 
preached in dispensing the blessings of salvation.** The discouTM 
is pervaded by a tone of piety and earnestness that could not fail to 
enlist the attention of those who heard it, and will make it inter- 
esting and profitable to the readers. A biographical sketch of the 
author's father, the late Dr. Stavely of Ireland, is subjoined. It is 
an offering of filial affection to the meifiory of one, who, for more 
than half a century, maintained the cause of the testimony of Christ 
in Ireland. We thank the author for the copy sent us. T. s 






ABDITIONAI RECEIPTS FOB THE WASHINOTOII IISSIOK 

1866. 3 

Jan. 26, Cash from Londonderry, per Miss S. I. Isaac $2 00 ] 

Feb. 6 ** from congregation of Springfield,'^&c., per Sam'l Allen 

Greenville branch '^ 15 00 

Springfield " 10 50 

26 50 

Feb. 24, Cash from A. W., per Kev. Dr. SprouU 100 00 

Goods, ^c. 

Jan. 18, one box from Jonathan's Creek (congregation, valued : $66 00 

Feb. 1, 20 yds. flannel, from Alex. Hamilton, Greenville, Pa 20 00 

<< 4, one box, from congregation of New Alexandria, Pa 130 00 

<' 7, one bbl. clothing, from Londonderry congregation. 
<< 18, 40 yards cotton check, sent Miss Floyd for dLstribatioOy by 
Mrs. A. L. M'Curdy, Southfield. Michigan^-charges and 

value 21 75 

The value of goods is that put on by the senders. Some boxes are not esti- 
mated at all. T. M. Eldsb, 

Supt. R. P. MUsum at Washmgim^ 
Washimgton, D. C, Feb. 24th, 1865. 

CoBBBOTiONs. — ^The acknowledgment in Mr. Elder's report in 
.last ninnber, of 9&1-00, from Brookland con^gation, shonld bej 
from Union Society of Brookland congregation; and the package 
of fancy stockings, 12 pairs of socks from the same, per John 
Armstrong. In the same report, the value of the box from Cedar- 
ville congregation^ should be 3166*00, not $1.65. 
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OoMBiNBD Series. — Albia, John Sinclair, J. M. Dunn, each 2, 8, 2.00; 
Wm. Chisholm, Allegheny, Jas. Steele, Wm. Pinkerton, R. M'Clelland, 1). 
Gregg, J. A. M'Kee, J. D. M'Cune, W. J. Steele, Bakerstown, 11. Glasgow, 
each 3, 1.00; Belle Centre, M. T. Glasgow, 1-3, 3.00; D. Alexander, 3, 4, 
2.00; Birmingham, W. J. Woodburn, 3, 1.00; Black Ash, James M'Dill, 2, 
1.00; Brownsdale, David Crow, 2-4, 8.00; Brockport, R. K. Toaz, 2, 1.00; 
Brooklyn, R. J. Culbert, J. H. Culbert, Brownington, G. Kennedy, Butler, 
Maggie Wilson, Buena Vista, R. M'Connell, Canonsburg, J. Brown, Camp- 
town, H. Morrow, each 3, 1.00; R. Graham, 2, 1.00; P. Angle, J 2, ^ 3, 
1.00; Centreyille, ,Jos. Kennedy, Coldenham, M'L. W. Bowden, Coyington 
Centre, S. Copeland, each 3, 1.00; Clarksburg, Thomas Gailey, 2, 3, 2.00; 
Coultersville, Jas. Young, 1, 2, 2.00; Delhi, Jas. Alexander, Jos. Alexander, 
Dodgeville, John Pollock, Thomas M'Connell, East Brook, T. D. Patterson, 
Ellsworth, M. Knight, J. D. Knight, Flackville, R. Hunter, Herrick,'Wm. 
M'Pherson, each 8, 1.00; Harper, Allen Reed, 2, 8, 2.00; Henderson, A. 
Porter, Hopkington, W. M'Cullough, each 1, 2, 2.00; Indiana, J. R. Crans- 
ton, Ireland, Rey. W. Ferguson, Leesyille, Mary Robertson, Lansingburg, 
W. J. Bowden, Lock Berlin, J. Ross, Monongahela City, J. Jenkins, Third 
cong., ^ew York, Jas. M'Bride, P. Gilmour, And. Greer, Marg. Strachan, 
W. Pollock, H. Cheyne, Mrs. Bolan, Mrs. Gilespie, A. Knox, Marg. Knox, 
H. Glassford, R. Leshman, W. M*Afee, J. Becket, li. Kennedy, W. Eccles, 
W. Neely, W. G. Miller, J. H. Loudon, S. M'Conkey, A. M'Neil, J. Spence, 
R. Reynolds, A. Bowden, W. King, A, Greer, Mrs. Graham, R. M'Clintock, 
Jane Thompson, J. Blake, each 8, 1.00; J. MulhoUand, J. M'Williams, each 
2, 8, 2.00; James Jacks, i 1, 2, 1.33; A. M'Ewen, 1, 1.00; New Castle, R. 
Boggs, 2, 3, 2.00; D. C Patterson, 8, 1.00; New Alexandria, Mrs. E.Steele, 
2, I.OO; S. Patterson, J. C. Steele, Neoga, Ann G. Kdso, Newburgh, D. 
Stewart, New Kingston, J. H. Thompson, North Jackson; J. E. Gault, each 
8, 1.00; Peoria, W. Hutchison, 1, 1.00; T. Copeland, 2, 1.00; J. Johnston, 
2, 3, 2.00; Philadelphia, D. Longwell, 2, 1.00; Thos. Elliot, 2, 3, 2.00; J. 
Caldwell, 13 copies 3, 11.50; Mrs. E. Sterrett, Wm. Brown, G. Alexander, 
Pine Groye Mills, S. M'Williams, Pittsburgh, John Tibby, S. A. Sterrett, 
M. D., each 3, 1.00; S. Dayidson, 1-3, 3.00; Plainfield, W. Dunlap, Pros- 
pect Hill, S. Loughridge, Rural Dale, J. B. Taylor, ficrubgrass, Mrs. N. 
White, each 8, 1.00; Sherersburg, Mrs. E. Copeland, 2, 1.00; Sparta, D. 
Mearns, 3, 1.00; I. H. Hays, 4, 1.00; J. C. Armor, 1-5, 5.00; Surgeon Hall, 
R. Thompson, 8, 1.00; Toronto, John Ross, 1, 2, 2.00; Triad elpbia, Thomas 
Orr, Walton, Wm. Telford, D. G. M'Donald, each 3, 1.00; W. S. Doig, J 1, 
2, } 3, 2.00; Mrs. M'Claury, 3, 4, 2.00; Warsaw, C. E. Temple, * 8 and 4, 
1.00; Washington, AI. Y. Wallace, 2, 3, 2.00; S. R. Young, J. D. Martin, 
Waukesha, Rey. R. Johnston, each 3, 1.00; West Troy, Miss Eliz. A. Mao- 
kinnon. White Lake, John R. Stewart, each 3, 1.00; James Frazier, Jr., 3, 4. 
2.00; Wilklnsburg, D. Johnston, 3, 1.^0; York, Nancy Patton, Jane M'- 
Fadden, J. Jamison, Jos Edgnr, each 2, 100; Youngstown, A. K. M'Clel- 
land, 3, 1.00; Yorkyille, Jos. Gibson, Robert Dodds, each 2, 8, 2.00. 

Sparta, A. Black, ^ 1, Hopkinton, Jas. Kilpatrick, each 67 ctt; Albia, A. 
Orr, 3, Conneautsville, Thos Hayes, 2, Greensburg, Jas. Neely, 3, Half 
Way Prairie, A. Stewart, J 1, 5 2, Iowa City, J. W. Rankin, 3; Jordan's 
Grove, Wm. Hogan, J 2, J 3; J. H. Mnr^hall, 2; Lewisyille, Wm. M. Boyd, 
4; New Alexandria, Jas. Steele, 2; Natrona, W. Stayely, J 3, J 4; North 
Hamdcn, H. Easton, 3; Philadelphia, M. Mackie, 8; A. Mackie, 8; Sago, 
Jas. C. Lytle, 8; Sparta, M. Mitchell, 4; Topsham, Wm Keenan, 8; Wal- 
ton, Rey. D. M'Alister, 2; Rhoderiok M'Donald, J 8, J 4; A. R. M'Donald, 
8; A. S. Gilchrist, 3, each 1.00; Sparta, Mrs. E. Stevenson, 1.07, Thomas 
Orr, 33 cts.; Clarksburg, Mrs. Jas. Gray, 2 and 3; Northville, 4* Black- 
wood, 4 and 5; Sparta, Wm. Blair, 1 and 2, A. Rogers, J 3, 4, J 5; Vernon, 
D. D. Moffatt, 1 and 2; Walton, Geo. Kilpatrick, 2 and 3, each 2.00; Belle 
Centre, Thos. Hosack, 1, 2, % 3; Cincinnati, H. Glasgow, 1, 2, f 3, each 
2.67; Pittsburgh. M. Tibby, 1, 2, 3, 3.00; Belle Centre, S. Mitchell, 3.67; 
Philadelphia, John Caldwell, vol. 8, 11.50. 

Revobmed Pjiksbtterian. — Belle Centre, M. T. Glasgow, 7, 8, 2.00; Hen- 
derson, Alex. Porter, 6-8, 8.00; Hopkington, W. M'Cullough, J. Kilpatrick, 
each 8, 1.00; Sparta, J. Hunter, 8, 1.00; Toronto, J. Ross, 8, 1,00; York- 
yille, John Bo);e, 7, 1.00. 

CovKSANTEt.— Sparta, And. Black, 38 cts., Mrs. Stevenson, 1.33; New 
York, Mrs. Bigg:im, li'>, 17, 2.00; Belle Centre, Thos. Hoeaok, Cmcliiii«.ti, 
H, Glasgow, Vernon, D. D. MofT^i, each 2.88; 8paTla,1\iO*.OTt,*lA^\^, 
CrHtUbarv, W. Aaderaon, 18-15, «.0(^, Belle CeaUe, M.T. Q(Vwt6!^^>^A^\ 
0, Mit€fheUf 6,670 





RECEIPTS FOR THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 

CUBBINT EXPENSES. 

1864. Deo. 27, Robert Shields, licentiate, 6.00; Jan. 4th, 1865, £! 
Sproull, 8.00; Mrs. M. Hanney, 6.00; Interest by W. Rambo, 6.70; J. B. 
M'Kee, 4.60; George Alexander, 8.00; Interest from Utica cong., 18.40; M. 
Stnart, 4.20; Jan. 21, Rer. P. H. Wylie, 1.60; H. George, 8.00; Rebecca 
Hays, 1.50; M. George, 1.60; W. M. George, 1.60; Trustees Westkinster 
College, 16.17; Elder Bequest, 83.00; Premium on Elder Bequost, 87.12; 
James Forsythe, 75 W. Dean, 1.20. 

1865. Feb. 4, T. Brown, Philadelphia, 12.00; R. Forsyth, 30; Joseph 
Steele, 8.00; John Wright, 21.00; John Lyons, 12.00; Henry Floyd, 6.00; 
Rer. T. P. Stevenson, 12.00; Dr. S. Sterrett, Pittsburgh, 6.00; Feb. 7, J. A. 
M'Kee, 8.00; J. R. Hemphill, 8.00; Feb. 11, Dr. A. Gricr, 6.00; A. Foster, 
8.00; M. Adams, 8.00; A. S. Crow, 1.00; John George, 1.60; Jas. Carson, 
2.00; A. Mlntire, 8.00, all per J. Carson; Feb. 14, Jameson Dunn, 4.20; 
J. B. Dougherty, 60; James Boggs, 8.00; Wm. Shaw, interest, 29.80; T. 
SprouU, D. D., 6.00; R. Boyd, 10.00; Feb. 28, John Dodds, 1.66; Mrs. E. 
Dodds, 1.80; D. Dodds, 1.60; J. Anderson, 1.60; D. Crow, 8 00; J. Crow, 
8.00; J. Dodds, 1.50; Samuel Loughridge, interest, 9.00. 

ENDOWMENT FUND. 

1865. Jan. 4, Collected by W. Rambo, 5.00; Jan. 6th, M. Stuart, 40.00 
Jan. 21, Rey. P. H. Wylie, 25.00; Rebecca Hays, 26.00; J. Forsythe, 12.60; 
W. Dean, 20.00; Trustees of Westminster College, balance of note, 45.48. 

1866. Jan. 80, Robert Henry, Clarksburg, 11.00; S. Henry, Clarksburg, 
6.00; Feb. 14, Jameson Dunn, 10.00; Wm. Shaw, 100. 00; Feb. 28, Mrs. 
E. Dodds, tO.OO; John Crow, 50.00. 

D. GBsao, Tretuurer, 



The closing exercises of the Thvplogical Seminary will begin on Tues- 
day, March 21st, at 2 o'tlook, P. M., at which time the examining commit- 
tee of the Board will meet in the Theological Hall. 

Samuel 0. Wtlie, Chairman, 

Pittsburgh Presbytery will meet in North Union Church, (Mr. Galbraith's. 
congregation) on the second Wednesday of April, at 10 o'clock, A. M.. 



TERMS FOR 1805. 

I. The Magazine will be issued monthly, as heretofore. 

II. Th^ price will be One Dollar per year, if paid before or at the time 
of the meeting of Synod ; on all not paid at that time, the price will be 
One Dollar and Fifty Cents. 
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TAB THIS AND OUR DUTIES. 

Ck)ntin«edfirompage74. >. 

Wb have already presented in onr last number a few of the con- 
siderations by which the lawfalness of engaging in the war now 
waging against the cruel wretches (see history of those whom they 
have deliberately starved in their prisons,) and unprincipled rebels 
(see their slave system,) of the South, may be vindicated. We 
have shown that the Reformed Presbyterian Church did thirty 
years ago, and all along since, appro vt of her members fighting 
in a just cause, under the flag, and at the call of the United States; 
that the present war is a "just" wa,r, so declared by the nearly, if 
not quite, unanimous declaration of her highest judicatory ; that 
Covenanters have as direct and deep an interest in this war and 
its successful issue as any other inhabitants of the land ; that our 
members — with a few exceptions, perhaps — either have done, or 
arc doing, or sanctioning acts that are identically the same in 
<Aaracter as the shouldering of a musket ; and, finally, that all 
these considerations derive additional force from the fact that the 
nation, and even its Constitution, are in process of improvement} 
hr from what they should be, but growing better, to some extent, 
in regard to those things against which our Testimony has bee n 
directed. 

We now come to the examination of the objections brought 
against our views ; and, 

^ 1. li is said that this nation has no right even to defend itself; 
rOr, in the exact words of some objectors, 

" Fallen, unrenewed men, non-elect, have, aa regards God, against whom tl:ey 
re traitors and rebels, no rights. They have, in Adam, forfeited all right to 
Ire — defend life — and to the enjoyment of life, temporal and spiritual." 

From the source whence this utterance proceeded, we aie 

^rranted in inferring that it is intendei to be interpreted as a 

Ifenial that the United States has any light to defend itself against 

$9X1 1 78 
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its enemies, even those who aim at its life. As to the general\ 
statement of man's forfeiture, we fully admit it, nor do we kno# 
any orthodox evangelical Christian, or body of Christians, that 
does not. Indeed, we go further, and affirm — and in this, also, all 
intelligent and sound-thinking Christians agree with us — that all the 
descendants of Adam, elect as w«ll as "non-elect," incurred in hinj 
this forfeiture. It is something new to be taught that the elect did 
not forfeit life in the breach cjf the covenant of works. Our fore* 
fathers knew of no such doelrine. They say, and we have proi^ 
fessed to say — Lar. Cat., Ans. to Qu. 197 — " acknowledging . . that 
VDe have forfeited our right to all outward blessings of this life." 
Paul acknowledges that "?(?e were by nature children of wrath even 
as others^'* (Eph. 2 : 3.) If the elect did not incur this forfeiture, 
it must have been because they were not represented in Adam, and 
«io did not fall at all. Again, if they did not, what need of Christ*© 
purchasing this right for them ? Or else, the elect have an actual 
interest in Christ's purchase before they are united to him by faith, 
and then, what need of faith ? and what becomes of the doctrine 
of justification in time, for they must have been justified before 
Adam sinned, if not from eternity ! And what then becomes of 
the assertion of Bom. 9 : 21, that the ^lect and non-elect belong 
naturally to the same "lump," This statement is "new-light/* 
with a witness ; something, we venture to say, never heard of be* 
fore among an intelligent people ; and as false as it is novel. 

As to the general question of "right or no-right," we are not 
Anxious to add much to the contents of an article of a year ago. 
Our doctrine is simple and intelligible; the only doctrine that 
accords with Scripture and with fact, and places our exalted Medi*. 
atpr in his proper relation to the whole of his wide dominions, 
A^ to Scripture : we have the If oachic covenant, which was a dis- 
pensation of the covenant of grace made with Noah, having a 
specific design, and intended to teach that the world stands, and 
naankind subsist upon it, as a theatre for the display of God's plan 
of redemption. (Not a third covenant of "forbearance," as we 
haye been ignoraatly charged with teaching.) As to facts : Is not 
the command, "Thou shalt not kill," binding upon the "non- 
elJejct," and does it Bot require "all careful studies and lawful ei^ 
d^^vors to preserve the life of ourselves . . by just defense thereof 
against violence ? " ^Lar. Cat., Ans. to Ques. 135.) And is not 
the man a murderer, m God's sight, who kills unjustly an ungodly 
man? An attempt is made to escape the odium of holding a doc^ 
trine that would, if generally believed, break up human society 
and fill the world with rapine and bloodshed, by adding, that "as 
regards man, their (unrenewed, non-elect,) right is not of an abso- 
lute, but of a relative character. . . . God's people ought to 
recognize a right (i. e. a relative right, a right so far as they are 
concerned,) in all men to do what God's law requires ; but not a 
right in any to do what the divine law forbids." This will not 
help olitthe "no-rights" atrocious views. As to the last clause, 
we know of no religious people who deliberately hold it ; and a$ 
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' to the rest, it dearly cuts up by the roots ,the whole doctrine of 
** no-rights," as* held of late by some. For if the wicked have 
"rights" which the Christian '-ought" to recognize, who imposes 
the obligation ? There is but one answer — God imposes it : it is a 
moral duty. So that God Most High will, after all, hold a man a 
murderer who wantonly kills his irreligious neighbor, or stands 
byj refusing his help to rescue him, while another kills him. 
But still more. Do these men think their irreligious neighbors, 
their friends and childrein, unless Christians, have no right, before 
God, as he sits King, to the possession of that very life that he has 
given them and sustains? Does God not recognize what he re- 
quires us to recognize ? 

But mark here with great care. The question is not whether. 

aiay have a right that they can plead before God as against tha. 

suing out of their forfeiture — such a right that God would have 

done an unrighteous act had he swept away the whole human race 

■: into irremediable ruin. Nor is it a question whether, in the case 

of the regenerate, there is a pleadable right, on the footing of 

Christ's atonement, to all "good" things. Nor is it the question 

whether the ungodly might not be justly deprived by God of life 

ti and happiness, at any period of their course ; but whether a wicked 

•i man has not a right to life so long as God spares it to him, and a 

'I right to defend it, as long as God commands him to defend it: a real 

right, call it absolute or relative. And, we must say, that we can 

imagine only one answer to these last interrogatories on the part of 

anyman of sane mind. 

We beg indulgence while we. dwell upon this a little longer ; 
and ask, would a Reformed government, ruling over a Reformed 
nation — a government indisputably the " moral ordinance of God," 
acting in his name, and by his authority, as his " minister," be 
nnder any obligation to hang a man who should murder a Jew or 
Mohammedan ? or to order its city police to arrest a thief, if they 
Btonld find him robbing the goods of a blasphemer? Yea, or 
nay ? If nay, then we are to understand that a Reformed govern- 
ment is not only composed of £)hristians, but is to be for Christ- 
ians only — all others to be " left out in the cold ; " if yea, does not 
God then recognize all men's right to what he gives them, by 
makiag it the duty of his civil rulers to vindicate it? We are 
charitable enough to ascribe the terrible error into which some 
have fallen on this subject to ignorance rather than deliberate 
malice against their fellow-men ; and, hence, proceed a little 
farther. It is through Christ alone, Priest and King, that the 
world is spared. When man sinned, He bare up its pillars, and 
all things are now in his hand, and have been since the fall. The 
Father represents the Godhead, maintains the dignity and the 
natural and legal claims of the Godhead, and meets sinners only in 
Christ The Son, as Mediator, deals not only without dishonor, 
bat with the highest honor, with both parties. This position, as 
7 ie now occupies it, he purchased for himself by the shedding of 
7 ills blood. He is now the immediate proprietor and head of "all 
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'^ » 
things," and as such, and as appointed for this end, adminiBtert 
his vast kingdom for the salvation of the elect : andr by him " all 
things consist." He makes the sun to shine and rains descend 
upon the just and unjust. God's kingdom is now a mediatorial 
kingdom ; and so the earth is not destroyed, mankind live, receive 
overtures of mercy, have the moral law, and a right to obey .it, 
and to enjoy what they honestly earn or get. 

But it may be said that Christ is God, and cannot bestow any 
blessing on a sinner without an atonement. Of course not ; but 
an atonement has been made, and Christ, as *'Lord of all," does 
bestow blessings innumerable upon sinners. For example, he 
gives Bibles to multitudes of them ; and what is the use of setting 
our reasonings against maf ters of fact ? It is said again — but it is 
hard to treat such folly with gravity — that *' Christ has purchased 
cM things for his elect; hence, nothing is left to bestow upon the 
ungodly, irrespective of his purchaie." This last clause we have no 
concern in at present. We hold that Christ has purchased all 
things for himself; and for his people, all that he chooses to give 
them, with a covenant right as members of his body. But what 
are we to think of the rest of this objection ? Christ has purchased 
life for his people, therefore he has no life left— natural life, we 
mean — for the sinner ; of course, lio sinner is a living man, be- 
cause if he had life he would have what is already the actual pro^ 
perty of some believer ! Christ has purchased for his people a 
right to defend their lives ; of course he cannot give that right, 
on any ground, to a sinner, for the very sufficient reason that if he 
did he would have to rob some saint of the purchased right to 
self-defense. What utter nonsense ! We give below their words.* 

Again, it is said, 

"And, 3d ; to suppose he can bestow unpurchased blessings on the non-elect, 
and a right to enjoy them, is to make their condition more remediable tban 
that of the elect, for whom they were purchased ; and virtually to deny the 
necegsity of the atonement altogether." 

This rather puts our powers of apprehension again to the stretch. * 
A criminal lives, inasmuch as his sentence is suspended. While 
he lives he is fed, and clothed, and is under the protection of the 
law in regard to all things that the government allows him to re- 
tain : his situation is better than that of the good citizen who 
walks at liberty, has a recognized and covenant right to every 
blessing, depending upon no mere sufferance ! and coming, beside^ 
in connection with honors and privileges ! Is this so ? Will some 
people never understand that there is a vast difference between 
the filial right — the pleadable right of the believer — and the mere 

* " Christ neither does nor can, by virtue of his regal character, bestow as a blessing, ^ 
or with a right, any good thing upon any one for whom he did not purchase it byfhis 
blood, according to the proTisions of the covenant of grace: for, Ist, his essential 
character remains unchanged, even when acting in mediatorial capacity ; and God 
could not, as a holy and just God, bestow any blessing on any sinner, without atone* 
ment. But, 2d ; Christ purchased all things for his elect j hence, nothing is left to b«* 
stow upon thain, irrespective of his purchase." 
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right to enjoy a temporal gift because it is given as you wouM 
give his meat to a criminal. But we find that we must go a little 
lurther. In the last century there was a vehement controversy 
between our forefathers in Scotland and the Secession body, on the 
subject of temporal mercies. The Covenanters plead that Chrifft 
had a right to control civil government, because he had purchased 
** all things *' by his humiliation, suflferings and death. The argu- 
ment is conclusive from the premises. Their opponents denied 
the premises. And so the contest went on. Those among us 
whose words we have given above, hold doctrines that approach 
near to the Seceder view : for if Christ has not in any sense ac- 
quired a right to the things that, the wicked hold, then he has no 
right to manage them; or, if he has procured them for his people, 
in such sense that he cannot give them to others, then civil govern- 
ment in Christ's hands is for none but Christians, and he has 
nothing to do with it as it is in the hands of others. Our doctrine 

fives him an incontrovertible right to universal dominion. The 
eceders used the expression " providential right,*' and also taught 
that the kingdom of Providence is managed by Christ, as God. 
Our forefathers understood the matter better. They affirmed that 
the world enjoyed common things through Christ, who is the Lord 
of Providence ; but they never thought of denying that the living 
man has a right to save his life — that it would be no sin in him to 
commit suicide— that he has no right to marry and have children — 
no right to have a Bible, or pray, or give alms. Such unheard of 
folly,- or worse, was reserved to these latter days, when a few 
Covenanters have pushed their way to a " right hand extreme," 
that throws into the shade all that even *' fifth-monarchy " ever 
imagined. 

The end for which this in,8ane "no-rights*' doctrine was devised 
is to cut off effectually all the right of the United States to raise 
or use armies, &c., for the purpose of defending itself against the 
destructive schemes of the aristocrats and slaveholders of the 
South. Its advocates would have the country lie still — if they are 
consistent — while it should be overrun and subjugated by these 
monsters of iniquity and cruelty. And a little further : they 
wish to deny that the United States has any right to establish a 
government — to have any corporatioas, any laws, any courts, any 
judges, any police, &c., &c. This comes out in their quotation of 
the following passage from the ** Scottish Testimony" (old); for 
while it is far from teaching this, we can imagine ku) other reason 
for its introduction. If is as follows : * 

" We reject and condemn that anti-Scriptural opinion, that the diviiie and 
Scriptural ordinance of magistracy hath not its foundation in the moral pre- 
ceptive will of God — ^but in the subjective light of nature, (even as corrupt- 
ed,) so dark and confused in its discoveries, so gross ^nd selfish in its princi- 
ples, motives and ends, that even the true nature of this, or any of the 
ordinances of Jehovah, as revealed in his word, can hereby be known; or the 
true aim and ends thereof sufficiently discovered and attained." 

Taking for granted that this is introduced for the reason already 
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given, VIZ. as if it taught that none bqt Christian njations eon hate 
civil government at all — we remark, first, that this principle — v^rhich 
we do not charge upon the Scottish Testimony — is in direct con- 
tradiction to our sworn Testimony. Chap, xxix., sec. 6. See 
also Historical Test, ed. 1849, pp. 130-131, which our readers can 
coBSult for themselves. It contradicts the explicit declaration of 
' our suffering forefathers contained in the Informatory Vindication, 
, p. 201, ed. 1849. They there say, speaking of the " oflBice of the 
magistracy," 

'' It is a holy and divine institution, for the good of human society, the en- 
couragement of virtue and piety, and curbing of vice and impiety, ccmj^etent 
unto and honorable amongst both ChrUtians and heathens/' 

Now, mark. This "Vindication" was published in 1687; it 
was written by Jambs Rxnwick, in connection with Alex. Shields, 
and was approved by the " suffering remnant." If the old Scottish 
Testimony had intended to teach a different doctrine, we would 
still follow Renwick and the martyrs. And still more, to return 
to a nation's right of self-defense, even where its government is ' 
wicked — ^the doctrine we oppose is in direct opposition to the word 
of God. We refer to the striking narrative, 2 Kings, 13 : 14-19 : 

'^ Now Elisha was fallen sick of his sickness whereof he died. And Joosh 
the king of Israel came down unto him, and wept over his face, and said, 
my father, my father ! the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof. And 
Elisha said unto him, Take bow and arrows. And he took unto him how and 
arrows. And he said to the king of Israel, Put thy hand to the bow. And 
he put his hand upon it ; and Elisha put his hands upon the king's hands. 
And he said. Open the window eastward. And he opened it. Then EHslia 
said, Shoot. And he shot. And he (Elisha,) said, The arrow of the Lor^i 
deliverance^ and the arrow of deliverance from Syria." 

Now, turning to verse 13, we learn that Joash " did that which 
was evil in the sight of the Lord ; " and we know that Israel "had 
set up kings, but not by God, and made princes, and she knew it 
not," (Hos. 8 : 4.) But notwithstanding all this, God reveals to 
Elisha^ and he reveals to Joash, king ot Israel, that the " Lord's 
deliverance " should be given from the attack made by Syria, and 
this through the military efforts of Joash himself. We presume 
that this statement, as we have made it, will call forth no little 
indignation from the parties who have put forth the doctrine we 
oppose : but let us say to you, brethren, of what use is it for you 
to set your nations against the clear assertions of God's Word! 
Even if youjj^nnot see how it is, is it not the wise way to humble 
your understandings in presence of the great teacher ? You are 
ready enough to adopt the views, as you take them to be, of good 
men of past times ; would it not show at least equal piety to yield 
to the plain facts of the Bible — the only rule of faith and manners? 

But we must pass on to consider, second, an objection to our 
uniting in this war which goes upon the ground that it is wrong to 
associate, especially At war, with our neighbors and feUow-dtizens ; and 
the authority given for this idea is in some statements in the same 
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Scottish Testimony from which a previous quotation is takei^. 
This Testimony says : 

''Praying for success and prosperity to anti-Scriptural, anti-coyenanted and 
immoral goyernments, in their stated opposition to the Lord and his Anoint^. 
ed- — ^swearing oaths of fidelity and allegiance to such — accepting any offi<J» 
(ciyil or military,) from such, and executing them in their name, and by their 
authority — militarj^ aMoctatums with such by a voluntary enlisting under 
their banners and fighting for their suppoit and establishment — are such acts 
as cannot be obtained without the consent of the party performing ; and mua* 
therefore imply a deliberate approbation of their iniquitous authority."— 
Old Scot. Test, 163. 

It is singular how errors reproduce themselves ; making thelir 
appearance under features somewhat modified, after comparatively 
snort intervals. Not quite thirty years ago an illiterate fanatic 
was suspended from the privileges of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church, and then set up as the head of a new party, stvling them- 
selves, however, the genuine successors of the faithml. Theie 
were followed, two years afterward, by a few others — ^two minis^- 
ters among them— on the same general grounds ; the Synod, they 
all affirmed, had made serious defection by her members and tm 
members of the church associating with the ungodly; meaning 
that they had joined in the temperance and anti-slavery movement 
of that period. These all drifted in the same direction after they 
had cut loose from the church. They ignored — ^they opposed the 
** Testimony" of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in this 
country, to which they had been solemnly pledged, and against- 
which they had never previously uttered a word. They all fell 
back to the old Scottish Testimony — issuing it, for the first tiraB 
in the United States, as their "Testimony." Thus far our church 
has re^rded these men as schismatics — has looked on them with 
an indignant pity, as right-hand extremists — has repudiated with- 
out a dissenting voice, their absurd and ludicrous claims to be the 
only faithftil Covenanters. It seems that we have the same thing 
before us again : another faction who hold essentially the same 
views as their rejected predecessors, and who walk in their foot- 
steps. Like them, they ignore the "Testimony" under which 
the ch^cb has witnessed for nearly sixty years ; like thfem, they 
set themselves against associations with their neighbors — changing 
the aspect of the case a little ; like them, they look for help, not 
to any document which the church in this land has ever put forth 
as a standard of her faith, but to one which, we presume, not onje 
iu fifty of her members has ever seen. 

If we are to adopt the opinions — the exaggerated notions — of 
the schismatics of twenty-five years ago, we must do more : we 
must acknowledge that we did them great wrong, recall them to 
our embrace, prostrate the church at their feet, and entreat them, 
as the only wise and far-seeing men, to condescend to be our lead- 
ers and our guides ! We are not yet ready for this. Neither they 
nor their successors have any ground in this matter to stand on in 
regard either to the "military associations" or the "Scottish 
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Testimony.'* And, 1. As to "military associations. " ,^^^ 
we go back to the year 1648 ; for reasons that wo will give in 

f neater detail presently, we do not stop at 1767, when the old 
cottish Testimony was adopted. It was in this yeai; — 1648 — that 
this matter of association with certain persons rose, for the firat 
time, among the Covenanters. It was m this way. The war in 
England between Charles I. and the Parliament had, in 1646, 
terminated, by the aid of the Scottish forces, favorably to the 
latter. Charles was in the hands of the Parliament, and there 
were rumors that the Independents, who had, or rather, who com- 

5osed the army, would soon dethrone, or perhaps behead him. 
'he Scotch nearly all held themselves bound by their covenant to 
maintain, while they would limit, the power of the king. More- 
over, they had a large party of leaders among them made up of 
men who had no heart in the Reformation — who were really ultra* 
. royalists and haters of godliness — and who had actually taken sides 
with the king in the war against the Covenanters, These were 
crafty men — able, but unscrupulous politicians. These men— - 
headed by the Duke of Hamilton — entered into an engagement in 
1647 to raise an army in Scotland early the next year; to march 
into England, and, coalescing there with the popish and other 
special friends of Charles, to restore him, in fact unconditionally, 
to the throne. They made the loudest professions of zeal for the 
covenant, far outrunning such men as George Gillespie and James 
Guthrie ; insisting most vehemently upon England's breach of the 
solemn league and covenant, and her duty to come up to all its 
stipulations.- By this great show of covenanted earnestness, they 
succeeded in getting a majority of Parliament to pass the engage- 
ment. An army was raised — the church remonstrating — and 
marched into England; but, ia a few days it was totally defeated, 
and Hamilton beheaded. The Protesters were at once restored to 
power in the Scottish Parliament, and, among other things, passed 
the " Act of Classes,'* i. «., they made /our classes of the engagers 
and their friends, excluding them from all places of power and 
trust, and, according to their guilt, rendering it difficult for them 
to regain their position. The church concurred. Those who had 
been Covenanters of influence^ and had apostatized, weM called 
"malignants.'' ^ 

This law remained in force until 1650 ; about two years. In 
that year, Charles II., whom the Scotch, with superlative folly, 
had proclaimed king when his father had been justly beheaded, 
and had most strangely allowed to swear the covenant — when he 
was notoriously one of the vilest of men* — encountered the terri- 
ble legions of Cromwell, in the battle of Dunbar, and was most 
wofully beaten — his army being nearly all either killed or cap- 
tured. An outcry was at once made by the king and his friends, 
that now it was necessary to call all sorts of men into the army, 
as the only way to defend the kingdom. This led to the rescind- 

* Of this miserable proceeding, such men as Jas. Guthrie were fre©»— they opposed it . 



Tke. Times and our Duties. 105 

ing of the "Act of Classes," partially by the Parliament and ^ 
Church, but completely, in practice, by the rrivy Council. Against 
this, and the admission of the Avioi^n. enemies of the very cause 
which they professed to defend, the wiser part of the Covenanters 
pretested; but the " Resolutioners " prevailed. 

Now, mark. 1. The army in this case was raised to defend 
Scotland, not only a covenanted and reformed nation, but as such. 
2, The persons admitted were known enemies of all that had been 
done since 1688 — some of them had actually been in arms with 
Montrose against the Reformers but the year before ! 8. They 
were admitted, not as private soldiers only, but as officers, and 
some of them in high rank ! Could there have been greater folly ! 
Were the United States to-day to call in Jeff. Davis or Gen. Lee, 
and put them at the head of affairs, it would be about as wise an 
act ; were the Congress of the United States to set Gov. Seymour 
(h: Ben, Wood, at the hea^, respectively, of the civil and military 
asdniinistration of the country, it would be an act of folly no great- 
er. That the "Protesters'* were right, few will now dispute: we 
only wonder that such men as the Marquis of Argyle (the martyr,) 
and the Earl of Loudon ever thought otherwise. 

But what has this to do with the case as it stands in this country ? 
ITothiiig whatever. The Covenanters never thought, before 1648, 
of such an act as the "Act of Classes," and only adopted it at last 
as indispensable to the security of their reformation — not as a rule 
by which the world was to be governed, in circumstances however 
djfferent^ to the end of time. 

It is said, we know, that the Scriptures require such a rule. 
That the Word of God does forbid Christians to associate intimate- 
ly on friendly terms with wicked men, and especially to avoid 
uniting with them in their own personal arid selfish, and above all, 
unrighteous schemes, is admitted by all ; and efforts have been 
made to prove that all military association with such is forbidden. 
But what is the fact? Abraham took with him Aner, Eschol and 
Mamre, in his expedition to recover Lot and the spoils taken from 
Sodom. Gen. 14. That, these men were not Abraham's "trained . 
servants," is evident from the fact that they took "a portion'' of 
the spoilah— which Abraham refused to do. Had they been his 
"servants," Abraham's refusal would have been an act of hypocri- 

K. That they were not converts is tolerably plain from the fact 
at we hear nothing of them, either before or after, as fellow- 
worshipers with Abraham or his children. Again : we find in 2 
Kings, 14, that Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, was united with Je- 
horam, king of Israel, and even with the king of Edom, in an ex- 
pedition against Moab, and yet, so far from any rebuke being 
administered to him, an extraordinary providence was employed 
for the saving of the three kings from their peril. The truth is in 
this matter, every case must be examined and judged by its own 
merits. That the Beformed Presbyterian Church has already 
given her decision on the question whether it can be lawful and 
right to fight with our neighbors for our country, and under her 
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flag, has been already and long decided in the affirmative by th6 
declarations in her Testimony, above quoted. Bring a parallel 
case. Let the United States have become a Reformed nation, and 
then be at war to maintain her acquired liberties and religion, and 
no doubt will remain as to what is both riffht and wise ; none of 
the enemies of the acquired Reformation wul he allowed, especial- 
ly, to lead her armies or conduct her councils. 

This brings us to the second topic before us in this connection — 
the references made by these men to the old Scottish Testimony, 
as if that were conclusive on any point of doctrine. We honor 
this Testimony. We do not purpose to disparage it ; but we can- 
not but remark, that those who give it in these days so prominent 
a place, do as studiously ignore our own Testimony. We have had" a 
Testimony for sixty years. We are pledged to it in its doctrines; 
and its historical part contains the footsteps of our immediate 
fathers, to which we stand pledged, and our steps, which we haV6 
planted as called for by truth and faithfulness in our day. And--i 
repeating what we have before said — to this document we are all 
solemnly bound by many a vow ratified at the communion table* 
This book, moreover, we have put forth as our peculiar bond of 
union in exhibiting our testimony in this land. We stand upoij 
this book before our country and the churches in it. If in any 
presentation of truth it differs with the Scottish Testimony of 
1761, it is to this, not to that, that we are bound. Do these men 
hold to our testimony ? We wish to speak distinctly. We wish it 
to be understood that we believe the witnessing church in the 
United States to have the right to adjust her testimony — ^to do 
her own thinking — to meet her own responsibilities. Our fathers 
did so in their day. We approve of what they did — of the great 
outlines of their testimony against the errors and sins of their 
times ; so we do of the testimony of the witnessing church in oujp 
affe, and resolve to follow their steps; but we say it distinctly, we 
claim the right to examine everything by the one only nnerring 
**rule of faith and manners." But while we say this, we are not 
aware that there is any principle witnessed for by our covenanted 
forefathers in which the covenanted church in this land does not 
imitate the faithful example of such men as Cameron, Cargill and 
Renwick ; and certainly we do this in claiming the right to testifir 
according to the demands of the times, and of the land whieh 
God has assigned us. 

But some one says, 1. That this is in spirit to repudiate the 
"martyrs.** Do these persons know that the "old Scottish Testi- 
mony" was not prepared until nearly three quartos of a century h"^ 
elapsed from the death of the last martyr for the cause of Christ? 
Jas. Renwick was put to death 1688 ; this Testimony was issued 
1761. 2. It may be said, it has been said^ that our ministers and 
other church officers are directly sworn to this testimony in the 
following clause of the 6th query as put to them at ordination: 
" Do you approve .... of the testimony of the Reformed 
OoveDanted Church in Britain and Ireland, in behalf of all the 
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attainments of the Reformation?" The word "testimony'* 
means "witness borne;'* this is its proper meaning. It is al«t) 
used as a designation, ecolesiastically, of the booh in which this 
testimony is recorded. In this latter sense it was first employed 
by the fathers of the Secession Church in Scotland. In the above 
extract it means, not any book, but the testimony of the churche$ 
specified. This is evident, for, 1. We have not two sets of stand>- 
Mxis in our church — one for the people, another for oflBlcers. 2. 
No one that we ever heard of gave it any other meaning until a 
few months ago. And, 8. If it did, and does, mean the book^ then 
the Reformed Presbyterian Church in the United States ought to 
be cut off from the entire Christian community and cast out as a 
loathsome thing ; for she has been swearing men to believe the 
very expressions of a book which she tas in no other way issued 
-^which she never imported or published — about which she has 
said nothing in her ecclesiastical proceedings — and which, in fact, 
probably not one in fifty of her members, or one in ten of her 
ministers, ever read, or was ever asked to read, or even ever saw ! 
If our church has been committing such horrible iniquity — en* 
snaring the consciences of her members by thousands, what infamy 
has she contracted ! and what absurdity to call herself a witness 
for Christ ! It naay be said, that we must have one Testimony- 
meaning book — with the sister churches abroad — because we are 
one church. If so, then our testimony is, in the same sense, theif 
testimony; and the three Synods have each three testimonies! 
But, besicies, the old Scottish Testimony is not now, and has not 
been for years, the Testimony of any part of the Christian church^ 
the sister churches abroad have adopted another. 

We have spoken plainly, for it is time that we should have it 
definitely settled that our "Testimony" is the Testimony of the 
•Reformed Presbyterian Church in the United States, and that 
however excellent any other volume may be, it cannot be thrust 
Into its place ; and also, that it cannot be ignored, and virtually, if 
not in terms, denounced with impunity. And besides, we have 
surely standards enough. 

J. M. W. 

To Im coDttnoMl. 



PK06BE8S OF TIB MOVEMENT TO AMEND THE CONSTITDTION. 

A KBWSPAPBR report of the proceedings of the United States 
flenate shortly before its adjournment, contained the following : 

^^ Mr. Trumbull, of the Judiciary Committee, asked to be discharged from 
the further consideration of the petition for the recognition of God in the 
Constitution of the United States. The Committee deem it unnecessary to 
make the asked for amendment, as the Supreme Being is already recognized 
in the Constitution, in the requirement of oaths, and the prohibition of inter* 
ference with the full exercise of religious opinions." 
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In a call signed by members and pastors in the city of New Toik, 
to spend the hour of the inauguration of the President in prayer 
for th^ country, we find the following : 

''When the President shall, upon the steps of the new Capitol, take tlie 
solemn oath by which the Constitution recognizes the existence and the sn- 
preme dominion of God," &c. 

The efforts of the friends of the movement to amend the Con- 
stitution are already producing fruit. The import of the declara- 
tions given above is, that in tne Constitution of the United States 
there should be a recognition of God. This is encouraging. But 
what will those who have opposed the movement on the ground 
that it would infringe on the rights of conscience, say to this ? If 
they are consistent, they will petition Congress to take steps to 
have the Constitution so altered as to leave out this implied recog. 
nition. The great point is already gained. We have the declara. 
tions from these high sources that God is reco^^nized in the Con- 
stitution, which is an implied admission that without this recogni^ 
tion the Constitution would be defective. 

But why should not this recognition be clear and explicit? The 
answer, we presume, will be, because it would unite church and 
state, disfranchise infidels and Jews, &c. And why does it not do 
this now? The mode of any thing does not affect its nature or 
change its consequences. Honesty requires that whatever is in the 
Constitution be so distinctly expressed that all may know it. It 
would be base deception to conceal the religious element, that the 
irreligious might swear to the Constitution and not know that they 
were thereby pledging themselves to maintain a fundamental re- 
ligious doctrine which they reject. 

But we deny the assumption that there is a recognition of God 
in the Constitution. On what does that assumption rest? An 
oath of office is required. What kind of an oath ? Is the jurant 
required to swear by the living God ? Not at all. The name of 
God is not mentioned in the form of the oath. "I do solemnly 
swear that I will faithfully," ftc, is the formula prescribed in the 
Constitution. Nor does the Constitution make even the words "I 
swear" necessary. The officer elect may, if he please, use the 
words "I affirm." This leaves even an implied reference to God 
entirely out of view. It is au appeal to the jurant himself, and 
not an appeal to God. The formula to be repeated before entering 
into office contains not the remotest reference to the Supreme 
Being. An atheist might use it. 

Nor does the article that declares " Congress shall make no law 
prohibiting the free exercise of religion,''give any better support 
to the assumption under consideration. What is religion in the 
sense in which it is used in the Constitution ? It is a man's belief 
with regard to a Supreme Being, and the service which he should 
render to him. Now if a man believes that there is no Supreme 
Bein^, and of course that he owes no such service, that is his 
religion. It is atheism. The clause in question declares that 
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3ongre&8 shall have no power to prohibit th« free exercise of re- 
i^OD. This, it is claimed, proves that the being of God is recog- 
nzed in the Constitution ; for in the Christian religion the exist- 
meeof God is a fundamental principle. Try this reasoning] on 
khe other side of the (juestion. In the atheistic religion, the denial 
of the being of God is a fundamental principle, therefore the pro- 
hibition in the Constitution recognizes no God. It is a bad rule, 
according to an old saying, that will not work both ways. By this 
test, the Constitution recognizes both the existence and the non- 
existence of God; or rather it recognizes neither. The truth is, 
it was not designed that the Constitution should make any declara- 
tion on the subject. 

We are glad that these declarations have been made. The move- 
aent cannot stop here. Let its friends hold meetings throughout 
he country, and in every proper way agitate the subject, so that 
;he tables of both Houses of Congress may, at their next meeting, 
3e covered with petitions. If the Christian community are true 
:o themselves, and faithful to Christ, they will, by the divine 
blessing, secure a very different recommendation from the Judi- 
ciary Committee the next time they report. 

But it is not onljr in Washington and New York that progress 
has been made. Light has sprung up in another quarter. JBy a 
singular series of circumstances, under the ordering of Providence, 
the Central Board of Domestic Missions was induced to send Rev. 
John Crozier, the months of January and February, to Indian- 
apolis, the seat of government of the State of Indiana. A casual 
visit made there last summer discovered to him a state of puolic 
sentiment favorable to the reception of the doctrines of our Testi- 
mony. With the aid of J. T. Boyd, M. D., who had the advantage 
of a thorough Covenanter training, and whose zeal and influence 
made him an eflBlcient co-laborer, Mr. Crozier soon enlisted atten- 
tion to the subjefct of amending the Constitution. The Legislature 
was in session, and the subject of amending the State Constitution 
was before that body. A convention was attended by some fifty 
ministers^ of several denominations. The proceedings excited 
deep interest. A petition was prepared and sent to the Legislature, 
which was referred to a committee, which reported as follows. 
There was a minority report, adverse to the petition. The Legisla- 
ture adjourned without acting on the report. 

MAJORITY REPORT. 

Mr. Speaker: The special pommittee on constitutional amendments^ ,to 
whom was referred the petitions of Calvin Fletcher, 8r., and four hundred 
and fifty-two other Christian gentlemen, have had the same under considera- 
tion, and a majority of said committee have directed me to introduce the ac- 
oompanying resolution and amendments to the preamble to the Constitution of 
the State, and recommend the passage of the same : 

We recommend these amendments, first, because they contain nothing but 
pure Christian patriotism, are not sectarian, but, like the Bible, are of uni- 
versal application, and will secure the life and salvation of this nation ; for it 
is written in the holy prophecies that the nations that forget God shall be 
utterly wasted and perish from off the earth. 
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Secondly J It is in perfect harmony with our repuhlican form of govern- 
ment, only proposing to acknowledge God's divine authority in the affairs of 
men, and Christianizing and making onrs the model government of the earthy 
and what is required by God's moral ordinance to man for good, and what all 
nations of the earth must and will be in that good time coming, when all shall 
become Christian republics. The people, under God, being the source of all 
power in civil government, none other can have God's favor. 

Thirdly^ We recommend these amendments because they harmonize oifr 
form of government with Christianity, state, national, and over all the divine- 
ly instituted government of God, from whom all power is derived. 

All despotisms must perish off the earth because of their trangressions. 

F&wrMy^ By adopting these amendments we will propitiate the favor of 
Him who chastiseth nations for national sins; and when all nations recognize 
the authority and government of God, and practice the precepts taught by 
His son, then wars shall cease and the millennium begin, and all the peopb 
shall dwell together in peace aod harmony. 

Thomas W. Reese, CAatrmaii. 

RESOLUTION REPORTED. 

Resolvedy by the House of Representatives, the Senate and people coDcar« 
ing, That the preamble to the Constitution of the State of Indiana be amend- 
ed to read as follows, viz : 

We, the people of the State of Indiana, humbly acknowledging AlmighQf 
God as the source of all power and authority in civil government, and Jesus 
^hrist the ruler of all nations, and His revealed will of supreme authority, in 
Olrder to constitute a Christian government, to form a more perfect union, 
establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, 

f)romote the general welfare, secure the inalienable rights and blessings of life, 
iberty, and the pursuit of happiness to ourselves, our posterity, and all tbe 
inhabitants of the land, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the State 
of Indiana. 

The following, from the New York Tribune of Feb. 10, showB 
the light in which the movement is viewed by that paperj and 
others of. whose opinions it is the exponent : 

"There are many of our citizens, including some of the best, who are 
moving in behalf of a National profession or declaration of faith. Some of 
them would be content with a mere recognition of the existence and power of 
God; others wish a recognition also of the Divinity of Jesus Christ; some, 
we understand, would go even further than this ; while all would disclaim 
any purpose of religious intolerance or proscription. That each class may 
see as in a mirror the natural goal of their exertions, we solicit their carefbl 
consideration of the following extract from a leader in The Richmond jSn- 

?uirer of the 9th inst., calling for a complete change of the Rebel Cabinet 
t admits that no ff^ult cun be found with the official action of their Secretary 
of State, but proceeds to say that 

^One great cause of Mr. Benjamin's unpopularity has been the fact that 
in no proclamation signed by him, as Secretary of State, has ever the existence 
(rf a Triune God been admitted. Ho has confined his State papers to deistical 
belief, and stamped upon the religious faith of the country a practical denial 
of a Trinitarian Jehovah. Tbis was his faith, but not the faith of that wide- 
spread religious sentiment that prevails throughout this country. The people 
do not like to be made to choose between Jesus Christ and Judah P. Benja- 
min; and to take the latter in preference. Twice the Congress has endeavor- 
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efl to chaoge this, and has adopted resolutions designed to preclude the exclu>* 
«ion of Our Saviour from the prayers of a people asking the interposition of 
God in our behalf. But each time the express resolution has been disregard- 
ed. This matter of religious faith is no insignificant affair ] it is the deepest 
ilentiment in the souls of this, people ; it is the distinguishing trait in the 
character of thii^ reyolution; it has its influence in tho camp and at the hearth* 
t^v^y in temple and legislative hall, and has its recognition in confessions of 
thousands and thousands of our army. When disregarded, it haa shocked the 
whole fabric of religious faith. Appealing to God, and not recognizing the 
divinity of His Son, is mocking Jehovah with a vain repetition of words which 
have no meaning. The country asks no hypocrisy from Mr. Benjamin ; his 
religious belief is respected, but they desire some other statesman, whose faith 
more acoords with the religious convictions of the people.' 

— Mr. Benjamin was firat chosen to the U. S. Senate as a "Whig, and was 
tecognized as a capable, clever man. Slavery first impelled him to turn 
Democrat; then pushed him into the vortex of Kebellion. He has labored 
zealously and ably for the Kebel cause, and must now go out of office bccaude 
he is not an apostate from the faith of his fathers, which no man doubts is also 
his own. We prefer not to live under a government which would seem to 
Jiave the creation and diffusion of hypocrisy and false religious profession as 
One of its chief ends; and we urge those who prefer sincerity and honesty, to 
oppose all State religion. If Mr. Benjamin could be made a nominal Christ- 
ian by law, we cannot realize that either Christianity or he would* profit by 
^ operation .'' 

The object of the movement is here entirely. misrepresented. It 
i^ae never intended to make men Christians by giving the Con- 
stitution a Christian character. It is on the moral person — ^the 
nation — thdt we propose to make the change. The individuals 
must be reached by difterent means. Whatever may be the re- 
ligions viev7s of the people, if the nation acknowledges God and 
profess subjection to Christ, it is Christian. 

Infidelity, too, is waking up and letting its voice be heard. A 
writer in the Liberator goes otf in a kind of ecstacy in commending 
a semi-infidel sermon that appeared a few weeks since in a daily 
Pittsburgh paper. The preacher took for his motto a Scripture 
precept, and for his text the proceedings of the conventions that 
have been held on the subject of amending the Constitution. H« 
tried them by the infidel standard, and of course found them want- 
ing, and he has for his reward the praise of the correspondent of 
the Liberator^ 

We say unfeignedly, that it gives us joy to sec the opposition 
declaring itself. Let it show its hand, whether as open mfidelity 
or pseudo Christianity. Well do we know that the friends of 
Christ will every one ere long be found aiding in this movement* 
The great moral conflict . has only begun. As it progresses, the 
parties will more distinctly array themeelves under the respective 
standards. The contest will be sharp, but short. Christ will 
overcome. T. S. 
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Banias and her surroundings do in fact forna one of nature's 
grandest temples, in whose presence those made by men's hands 
are a mere impertinence. These oak-glades 'and joyous brool^s, 
these frisking flocks and happy birds, all bear their part in the 
service ; and so, also, the" mountains preach, the hills and valleys 
sing, and the trees of the field clap their hands. Thus the ancient 
prophets heard and interpreted the manifold utterances of nature. 
'* Praise the Lord from the earth, mountains and all hills, fruitful 
trees and all cedars, beasts and all cattle, creeping things and fly- 
ing fowl, kings of the earth and all people, both young men and 
maidens, old men and children ; let them praise the name of the 
Lord : for his name alone is excellent, his glory is above the earth 
and heaven/* (Psalm 148 : 7-13.) In these scenes and scenery of 
Hermon, there is not only poetry, but solemn mystery and sug- 
gestive types, and rich spiritual adumbrations; and he that hatti • 
an ear for such heavenly discourse may ever hear with ravishing . 
delight. And now we are at Tell el Kady, Hill of Dan — ^the Judge 
— ^to translate both the Hebrew and Arabic names at once. 

Josephus calls it the source of the Lesser Jordan, with refer- 
ence to others more distant, I suppose, for this is far the largest of 
them all. Look southward and you see that the river runs in a 
straight course through marsh and lakes and sinking plain, quite 
down to the dark and bitter sea in which it is finally lost. JDan 
and the Dead Sea — the cradle and the grave — the birth-place and 
the bourne. Men build monuments and rear altars at tnem, and 
thither go in pilgrimage from generation to generation. Thus it 
has been and will ever be. It is a law of our nature. We ourselves 
are witnesses to its power, drawn from the distant New World to 
this loiieljr spot, where the young Jordan leaps into life, by an in- 
fluence kindred to that which led the ancients to build temples 
over it. 

The young Jordan, type of this strange life of ours: bright and 
beautiful in its cradle, laughing its merry morning away through 
the flowery fields of the Huleh ; plunging, with the recklessness of 
youth, into the tangled brakes and muddy marshes of Merom; hu^ 
rying thence full grown, like earnest manhood, with its noisy and 
bustling activities ; it subsides at length into life's sober mid-day, in 
the placid lake of Gennessaret. When it goes forth again, it is down 
the inevitable proclivity of old age, sinking deeper and deeper, in 
spite of doublings and windings innumerable, until finally lost in 
the bitter sea of death, that melancholy bourne from which there 
is neither escape nor return. 

But surely the Jordan can teach other and happier lessons than 
these. It speaks to me and to all mankind of forgiveness of sin, 
of regeneration by the Spirit of God, and of a resurrection to 
everlasting bliss. Must this dear type of life and immortality be 
swallowed up forever by the Dead Sea? 
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.r from it That is but the Jordan's highway to heaven. Pu- 
l from every gross and earthly alloy, it is called back to the 
\ by the all-attracting sun, emblem of that other resurrection, 
1 Christ shall come in the clouds, and all the holy angels with 
May we be thus drawn from earth to heaven by the mighty 
x^tion of that glorious Sun of Eighteousness. 
ore than three thousand years ago a vast and mingled host en- 
>ed on the eastern bank of this river. There was the mailed 
ior with sword and shield, and the aged patriarch trembling 
16 staff! Anxious mothers and timid maidens were there, and 
le3S infants of a day old. And there, too, were flocks and 
8, and all the possessions of a great, nation migrating west- 
I in search of a home. Over against them lay their promised 
ritance, 

'* While Jordan rolled between," 

to the brim and overflowing all its banks. Nevertheless, 
Qgh it lies their road, and God commands the march. The 
Its take up the sacred ark, and bear it boldly down to tiie 
k; when, lo ! "the waters which came down from above stood, 
rose up upon a heap very far from the city Adam, which is be- 
ISaretan ; and those that came down toward the sea of the plain, 
t the salt sea, were cut off: and the people passed over ri^ht 
nst Jericho." Josh. 8: 6. And thus, too, has all conquering 
I carried ten thousand times ten thousand of God's people in 
[nph through the Jordan of death to the Canaan of eternal 
— Tht Land and the Book. 
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Natohbs, Miti., Feb. 10th, iB€^. 

[b. Damtml Euwbb : Dear Sir — ^After a somewhat protracted 
y, I now attempt to fulfill my promise to write you concerning 
state of our mission in this place; and, 
rt With reference to our accommodations. Our lodgings, fur- 
led by Oevernment, are comfortable, although without anj pre- 
ioca to beauty or elegance. The house was entirely without 
titure, and now contains nothing more than is absolutely ne- 
ary Our school buildings answer the purpose admirably, al- 
igh in a northern city they would seem rather behind the age. 
It of them are located conveniently near to our dwelling;^ 
eb is of considerable importance. 

1. Our schools. We have established nine dav schools, which 
in successful operation, and well attended — some of them 
e largely. My own school has over eighty enrolled scholars, 
1 an average attendance of fifty-five. In addition to our day 
)ols, we have two evening schools^ for the benefit of those wb< 
8 
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cannot attend during the day. In one of these schools, I have 
been teaching for some time. Our daijy sessions are five per 
week. Then we have a lar^e Sabbath school, composed principal- 
ly of our day scholars, which is well attended. After Sabbath 
school, Mr. Faris preaches for the benefit of the children. In the 
evening we hold another service, which is rather sparsely at- 
tended. 

3d. The condition of the Freedmen. In this class, aa in all 
others, we find every variety of disposition and character — some 
careless and indolent, well satisfied if they*obtain merely the ne- 
cessaries of life — existing in a manner little elevated above the 
brute creation. This, of course, is the natural result of the system 
under which they have so long suffered — a system which crushes 
manhood, destroys the energies of the soul, blunts and destroys 
evfery aspiration and purpose that would tend to elevate the man. 
Yet there are many of this people who are active, wide awake, en- 
ergetic men and women. Indeed, the great majority of them are ' 
a standing refutation of the opinion entertained by so many in the. 
North, *' that the colored man is incapable to take care of himself." 
All they want is to be let alone in their efforts — not hindered nor 
impeded by civil or military regulation — and they will take care 
of themselves. It would quite astonish you to see the con- 
dition to which some of them have attained, since receiving 
their freedom. They work hard and receive good remuner- 
ation for their labor. Thus they are able to provide comfortable 
homes for themselves, with the other necessaries, and many of the 
comforts of life. 

The Freedmen in Natchez have mostly belonged to the upper 
class of slaves, having been employed in the city, or as house ser- 
vants on the plantations ; and, associating so intimately with the 
whites, they had an opportunity of acquiring their habits, and 
benefiting by their conversation. Those who have been employed 
as field hands, are as miserable a set as you could imagine — broken 
down in body and dwarfed in mind — ^their very countenances ex- 
pressive of a settled despair and apathy. 

They all appreciate their freedom and rejoice in it, yet the pres- 
ent generation will reap comparatively little of the great advantages 
attending it. It is the children, who are now bein^ educated, who 
will enjoy the advantages and take the position tne j*aGe is des- 
tined to occupy. And it is with, the children that we will be most 
successful in our teaching, especially in our religious inatractioD. 
The old are wedded to their own customs and habits, and for 
tiiem there is little attractive in the quiet Presbyterian mode of 
worship, in which the spirit and understanding aro employed. 
Their religion is largely a matter of feeling — of wild and excited ^ 
feeling — ^while they have very vague, indefinite, and oft^ errone- 
ous ideas of the gospel plan. Tne Methodists have a missionary 
here, a colored preacher, whose church iJs always filled, while but 
very few attend our service, showing that tha Methodist form of 
service is most congenial to them. As I rojnarked before, our 
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great hope is the children. They can be trained and moulded al- 
most as we please. They are easily governed, through their affec- 
tions, and influenced to attend our Sabbath school and preaching, 
where we have the opportunity to sow the precious seed of the 
Word, which, by the blessing of God, will yet bring forth much 
fruit. Our scholars make very encouraging progress. They ac- 
quire rapidly, and a great change is soon manifest in their appear- 
ance and manners. As mind is developed and judgment cultiva- 
ted, their countenances become expressive of thought and intelli- 
gence, while habits of attention and industry are formed which 
will be of inestimable value in after life. Among no other class 
of people is labor so well repaid. The fruit is manyfold. We 
have reason to thank God and go forward with courage and hope. 
We are working for eternity. We are educating men and women, 
who are to elevate their race, who in turn will become missionaries 
to their benighted brethren, perhaps, in Africa ; rtnd thus will the 
circle go on widening until eternity alone can unfold the results 
of the missions established in Natohez and Washington. 

But I must closet. We are all in good health. Give my kind-' 
est regards to Drs. SprouU and Willson, with the other members of 
the Board. Gould you find time to WTite occasionally, I should be 
veiy glad to hear from you, and receive any suggestions you may 
make, or counsel and advice you may offer. 

Yours, very sincerely, Lizzie M'Knioht. 



'LBTTBBS from MR. J. 0. K. FARIS. 

Natchsz, Miss., February 7th, 1865. 

To the Central Board of Missions — ^I transmit to you the report of 
the Mission for tlie month of January. But few changes worthy 
of .note have transpired since nay last report. The schools were 
attended somewhat more regularly than during the preceding • 
month. Though the number enrolled in the Natchez school was 
four loss, the average attendance was twelve more than that of.; 
December. 

The school on White Hall plantation has not been resumed, 
owing to unsatisfactory relations between us and the lessee. We 
however report this time two schools which have been commenced 
mipe the first of January^ One of these is on Yidalia plantation. ^ 
It has thirty-four pupils enrolled, with an average attendance of 
twenty- eight. The other is in the regiment, and enrolls one hunr 
drodi — averaging thirtv-six in. daily attendance. As the soldiers.- 
are required to be on duty every alternate day, the attendance in. 
the regiment is necessajrily more irregular than in the other school. 
We opnti'aue to hold Arnandlia plantation, the teacher boarding 
with us and walking to her school. This school for the past 
month has averaged sixty in daily attendance, which is more than 
at any previous time-— too many, indeed, for one teacher. Alto- 
gether there is an increase over the fibres of the preceding 
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month of fifty-three in the number enrolled, and of tv^elve in the 
average attendance. We sum up as follows, viz : 

No. of days taught T. 22 

" " P-Pi" «->'«^{ F "X m } •«» 

Average attendance 814 

It may here be observed that the schoola out of town and in the 
regiment, can seldom be taught the fall number of days, owing to 
inclemencv of the weather and other necessaryfcauses. 

The Sabbath school attendance has been good. There were 
present on the five Sabbaths in January respectively, 74, 110, 1^, 
126, 125, making an average of about 113 for each day. We re- 
ceive for this school one hundred and ten copies of the Freedman 
and tfiirty-five copies of the €hod News, Fifty copies of the foi^ 
mer paper are kindly furnished by Capt. Eil^re, who previously 
to his going north assisted in the school. The pupils raised ten 
dollars in the way of Sabbath collections. We need fifty or one 
hundred more papers. Could not some benevolent congr^ation 
send that number of the YtmUC a Evangelist. Last sunimer the Bi- 
ble Society sent us a box of Testaments, Gospels and Psalms. I 
have sent for another box of school Testaments, as they are in 
great demand now in our schools. 

We are about out of small books and tracts for distribution 
amongst the children and others, who might receive them readily. 
Will th^ Board please send us for this purpose, of the Penny 
Psiam Book, &00 ; Shorter Catechism, 800 ; Child's Catechism 
(Presbyterian Board of Publication), 800. 

Some of our pupils have learned quite a number of selections 
from the Penny Psalm Book. Some of these they can repeat in 
concert, and sing well. It is refreshing to hear them at times out 
of school sing them of their own accord. Who knows the results 
which will follow the teaching of the Psalms, to children who are 
not prejudiced asrainst them. Doubtless many who commit them 
mdchanicallyy will some day receive £rom them that consolation 
which they yield so abundantly to all who understand them. Lei 
us not be discouraged, then, in sowing the seed which yields such 
fruit. 

We are all in about our usual health. I received the draft of 
one hundred dollars sent by Mr. Buwer. It came at a good time, 
for we were straitened for lack of money. Januai^ was qutie 
oold throughout I think we shall soon have our spnng, as v€^ 
tation seems almost impatient of waiting longer. Let us eameally 
hope and ^nytov the apring season of Ood*s grace. 

I remain yours in the gospel of our blessed Lord, 

J. O. K. FABXft. 

Katohbk, Mib8.» March 15, 1SS8. 

To (he Central Board of Missions— Mj letter has been unduly de^ 
layed this time by unavoidable interruptions. Miss Jamison ha$ 
be45n unwell for more than a weel^ and the charge of ber ' 
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school devolved upon me; this made it inconvenient to write 
sooner. 

The schools were, upon the whole, well attended during the 
month of February, notwithstanding the wet weather, which cer- 
tainly tended to diminish the average. 

On the 22d we celebrated the first anniversary of the establish- 
ment of the school. There are bat a few in school who had got 
beyond the alphabet when the school opened, on the 22d Februa- 
ry, 1864. Now, those who commenced at the beginning are read- 
ing quite well in M'Quffey's Third Reader, and in the New Testa- 
ment; studying mental arithmetic, geography and writing. With- 
al, they have learned many selections from the Psalms, and j)ther 
pieces, which they sing well. Our anniversary day happened to be 
unfavorable, and we had few in attendance except our own school. 
We had a liumber of extempore s^ddresses. The exercises for the 
children, were : reading, reciting of verses from the Scriptures, 
and other pieces, and selections of Psalras, singly and in concert, 
interspersed with singing. We think it is not saying too much, to 
say that they acquitted themselves honorably, and did credit to 
themselves and their teachers. 

About the middle of the month we got orders to vacate Globe 
Hotel, and to take up quarters in Jefterson Hotel. The third floor 
of the building was assigned us, containing a suite of ten rooms. 
The rooms are small, hut they are more comfortable than our 
quarters were at either of the other hotels. The surroundings, 
also, are good. The first and second floors, except two or three 
rooms occupied by the General's Quartermaster, are held by the 
Christian Commission, and two other associations laboring amoni; 
the freedmen. I might say here, that the Quartermaster of Freed- 
men, a pious and devoted man, takes his meals with us, and as he 
draws a large amount of coal which he does not use, he turns it 
over for the use of our family; consequently, we have not been at 
any expense for coal, for some time. 

I will send at the end of this month a bill of expense. I pre- 
sume it will not be large. 

A summary of the schools for the month of February is as fol- 
lows, viz: 

No. days taught in most of the schools 18 or 19 

Pupils enrolled, in Natchez 298 

" " in other schools 219 

— 517 

Males 808 

Females 214 

Average attendance in Natchez 185 

" " « other echools 192 

311 

The attendance in Sabbath school for four Sabbaths respect- 
ively, was 5, 126, 121, 133. Average attendance for the four 
days, 96 J. On the first day it rained incessantly and there were 
only five present. 
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I have been holding only one service on Sabfcath, and that im- 
mediately after Sabbath school, for the children. The eveining at- 
tendance was so meagre, and the collection so small, we cbuld not 
pay the sexton and the gas bill. 

We need very much a box of school Testaments, and the oth'cr 
books I wrote for in my last. 

Tours, in the work of Christ,' J. C. K Faris., 



WASHINGTON MISSION. 

EXTRACTS FROM LETTER OF MISSF, 

WAsinNGTON, March 2l8t, 1865. 

Wb have had an average attendance in our week day school of 
about 200 for the past seven days, and quite 70 in the night 
ac.hool8. I imagine some 150 in Sabbath school on last Sabbath, 
and over 200 have been present at preaching on that and the pre- 
ceding Lord's day. Our catechetical exercises on Sabbath after- 
noon at 3 o'clock have induced many to attend a second service on 
that day. The attendance has increased steadily until on last Sab- 
'.bath we had 112 present. Owing to the fact that many of these 
were unable to read, and might find the time pass wearily, while 
receiving oral instruction, Mr. Bay lis explained the 3d Psalm, af- 
ter having sung, read and offered prayer. This occupied the early 
part of the afternoon — the remaining portion of time being occu- 
pied in our usual way. 

Everything is in a hishly prosperous condition. Something is 
really being done for the enlightenment and elevation of this , 
people, and for the advancement of the Redeemer's kingdom. 
The New. York brethren donated $50 for a Sabbath School Libra- 
ry, and we are having a case made (just plank) for the books, part 
of which we have bought. The Boston Tract Society, per 'Dr. 
Alvord, Secretary, donated $10 worth. To them we are indebted 
for the Freedmen's Banner and Tract Journal — prepared exclusively 
for freedmen. Mr. B. never fails to have these papers in good 
season, varying them on certain . Sabbaths with others published 
by New York Tract Society, which he obtains through personal 
acquaintance with Rev. W. A. Benedict, agent for the Connecti- 
cut soldiers, and Mr. Ballantyne, who keeps the religious book re- 
pository on 7th street, near the post office. 



KANSAS MISSION. 

Olathb, Jobkson Co., Kansas, March 2d, 1865. 

To the Central Board of Missions — I have, perhaps, been longer 
In writing to you than was proper •, WlYvaVw^g^ T\Xim\Ti%xjL\i\v5\Lal to 
3te, have thuB delayed. 
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Our missionary work here is still progressing with increased en- 
couragement, though no material change has taken place since my 
last. Since the 1st of January I have not made any effort to wi- 
den my field of operation, but deem it in every respect more advi- 
sable, during winter, to cultivate those places already visited, and 
especially inasmuch as in some of them increasing interest is man- 
ifested. Of the nine families of Covenanters in Johnson county, 
eight are living eastward of Olathe from three and a half to eight 
miles ; when laboring in this section, I have preached at one of 
their houses, five miles east of town, three-fourths of the time, and 
the other fourth in the village. 

The lack of suitable and sufficient places of worship is sensibly 
felt — a church in both places is much needed. In Olathe we have 
thus far worshiped in the Masonic hall, which is much too small 
to accommodate all persons who would and do attend. There is 
no church in the place but one, which was only in part completed, 
and has been used as a storehouse for government property. 

In this village, not in. time past greatly noted for order and mo- 
rality, one is much encouraged to think, Jrom outward appearance,* 
that some good may be done. A full and attentive audience, com- 
posed of persons who come not once or twice to hear, to see and 
to be s^n, but who are uniformly present, leads me to think and 
almost believe that a love for gospel truth may be working desira- 
ble results, and this impression is deepened when it is observed 
that these' people are anxious that the Covenanters should erect a 
place of worship at once in Olathe, and are ready to aid in that 
work; and still further, that they are ready, unsolicited, with their, 
subscriptions to aid our mission, and if possible secure our minis- 
terial labors a large portion of time in the village. 

No other religious body, unless perhaps the Methodists, have 
formed any church organization here, and this leaves the field in 
a measure open to us. 

In order to success in niission work, it needs but little observa- 
tion to see that frequency of effort in any one place is indispensa- 
ble. It is by frequent, powerful and well-directed blows that the 
crude iron is reduced to form, consistency and beauty. 

O that the mission funds of the church were so increased 
as to enable it successfully to occupy at least open and promising^ 
fields; and to reap harvests of souls which, from neglect, are daily 
falling to ruin. . 

Tours in Christ's cause, W. W. M'Millan. 



RELIGION AND POLITICS. 

Dr. John M. Mason was one of the giants of his day. Long 
the leading minister of the Associate Reformed Church, and, subse- 
quently, a member of the Presbyterian Church, and President of 
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N^assau Hall, and, in his best days, sing^ularly eloquent, he wield- 
ed, a mighty influence. It is worth while to hear such a man on 
"Religion and Polities." Eds. 

**That reli^on has in fact nothing to do with the politics of many 
who profess it, is a melancholy truth. But that it has, of rigldj no 
concern with political transactions, is quite a new discovery. If 
such opinions, however, prevail, there is no longer any mystery in 
the character of those whose conduct in political matters violates 
every precept, and slanders ever^ principle of the religion of 
Christ. But what is politics ? Is it not the science and the exer- 
cise of civil rights and civil duties ? And what is religion ? Is it 
not an obligation to the service of God, founded on his authority, 
and extendmg to all our relations^ersonal and social ? Yet reU- 
gUm has nothing to do mth politics ! W here did you learn this maxim ? 
The Bible is full of directions for your behavior as citizens. It is 
plain, pointed, awful in it« injunctions on ruler and ruled as such: 
yet religion has nothing to do with politics ! Ton are commaihded 
'in all your ways to acknowledge him.' *In everything^ by prayer 
and supplication, with thanksgiving, to let your requests be made 
known unto God.* * And whatsoever you do, in word or deed, to 
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus.' Yet religion has nothing 
to do with politics ! Most astonishing! And is there any part of 
your conduct in which you are, or wish to be without law to God, 
and not under the law of Jesus Christ ? Can you persuade your- 
selves that 'political men and measures are to undergo no review 
in the judgment to come ? That all the passion and violence, the 
fraud and falsehood and corruption which pervade the system of 
party, and burst out like a flood at the public elections, are to be 
olotted from the catalogue of unchristian deeds because they are 
politics? Or that a minister of the gospel may see his people, in 
their political career, bid defiance to their God in breaking through . 
every moral restraint, and keep a guiltless silence because religion 
has nothing to do with politics ? I forbear to press the argument 
further, observing that many of our diflSculties and sins may be 
traced to this pernicious notion. Yes, if our religion had more to 
do with our politics ; if, in the pride of our citizenship, we had not 
forgotten our Christianity ; if we had prayed more and wrangled 
less about the affairs of our country, it would have been infinitely 
better for us at this day." 



CLOSING EXERCISES OF THE TKEOIOGICAL SEHINABT. 

Allbghint Citt, March 21, 1865. 

T HE Board of Superintendents of the Theological Seminary met 
at 2 o'clock, p. M., and was opened with prayer by Kev. A. M. 
Millgan. Members present: A. M. Milligan and W. Milroy. In 
the absence of the Chairman, Rev. A. M. Milligan was appointed 
Chairman pro tern, and W. Milroy, Secretary. The Professors and 
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Revs. J. Hunter and T. Hannay were invited to ait as consul- 
tative toerabers. A joint report of the Professors was read by 
Prof. Willson, and separate reports by Professors Willson and 
Sproull. They are as follows : 

To the Board of Svpertntendents of ike Theologteal Seminary : 

The followiog is the list of students in the Seminary daring this session : 

1st Tear, — Jas. M. Faris, A. W. Johnston. 

2d Year,—JiB. A. Black, Jas. B. Newell, Thos. A Sproull, Alexander 
Wright. 

4tA Year.—D, H. Coulter, R. J. Sharpe. 

Messrs. Coulter and Sharpe were neither of them present until the hegin- 
DiDg of this year ; the former on account of ill health, the latter for reasons 
that were entirely satisfactory. Mr. NewelFs attendance has heen but partial, 
owing to his time being necessarily occupied in his school. Mr. J. W. 
Sproull, licentiate, has given quite regular attendance upon all the duties 
of the Seminary during the greater part of the session. 

The students have preached before the Hall as formerly. The exercises 
hare been held in the churchy and have met with an encouraging attendance. 
We greatly regret to have it to say, that James S. Buck, reported last year 
as a third year student, who was subsequently licensed on our recommenda- 
tion, and who preached for some months with great acceptance, has Aot been with 
08, owing to a return with great severity of the haemorrhage which had before 
visited him. He had some expectation of being in the Seminary until not 
very long before it opened. We regard this providence as a trying one to 
the church, when qualified laborers are few. We pray God that still he may 
be spared to labor in his desired calling. 

The intersessional studies were not in all instances attended to. Reasons for 
the omissions were assigned, which were in general deemed sufficient. 

Nothing further has occurred requiring the special attention of the Board. 
The attendance, diligence and deportment of the class have been all that 
eoald be expected. The absences marked on the roll were all accounted for. 

We think this a proper occasion to urge upon Synod, through you, the 
adoption of some means, if any can be devised, for the increase of the num- 
ber of our students. The demand for laborers in the work of evangelization 
has never been so great among us, in proportion to the supply. We know, in- 
deed, that it is the prerogative of the Lord of the harvest to provide and fur- 
nish laborers; but this he doos through means, actively and prayerfully em- 
ployed. As it seems to us, no subject demands more imperatively the imme- 
diate attention of Synod. Jas. M. Willson. 

Thos. Sproull. 

Allighsnt, March 21, 1865. 

To the Board of Svperintendentt of the Theological Seminary/ : 

The following is an outline of our work during the past session: 

I. Hebrew. In this study we have had two classes. The first has read 

Obadiah; Jonah lit and 2d; Mic. 1st, 2d, 3d and some of 4th. Isaiah 7th, 

10-16; 8th, 1-4; 9th, 1-6; 58d; Psalm 2d, 8th, 22d, 40th, 1-10, 46th, 

62d and 90th; Jeremiah 28th, 1-6; Daniel 9th, 24-27; Malachi, 3d, 1-3, 

aod 4th. We have given special attention to the exegesis of each passage, 

particularly from the period when we commenced examining the Psalms. 

From that time, it was very proper to foUow the course of Old Testament Mes- 

sianio prediction, and its development until it terminates in the announce- 
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ment of the advent of John the Baptist, Christ's forerunner. Nor have w« i 
overlooked grammatical inquiries. ■ j 

The second class has memorized considerahle portions of the grammar — J 
Gran's — and have read with minute care, the 1st chapter of Genesis. 

II. Greek. The class has read Romans 1st and 8th, attending to criticism 
and exegesis, as heretofore. The Board is aware that it is not my desire to 
read' muchy hut so to read as to inculcate lessons in Her meneu tics and doc- 
trine. 

in. Ecclesiastical History. The subject of lecture this session has 
been " The Church of Scotland." I have delivered fifteen ' lectures, princi- 
pally on the. period intervening between 1596, the acme of the First Reforma- 
tion, and the Revolution Settlement of 1688 — two lectures being given on the 
opening and development of the First Reformation — the series closing with a 
very hasty sketch of the leading occurrences from 1694 to this time. The 
students have been directed to read Stevenson, M'Crie's *'Knox and Melville," 
AikmaUjCrookshanks, Hetherington and Neal's Puritans, with allusions to otheir 
works. These lectures have been preceded by a pretty thorough examination. 

IV. Pastoral Theology. On this I have delivered twelve lectures. 
Owing to ill health for some weeks after the opening of the session, I wa? 
hindered from giving my attention to this subject or to Homiletics until after 
the 1st of January. The "Session/' *'the Presbytery'' and ''the Synod," 
have been before us, and the work of the minister, the duties which he will 
be called to perform in them, exhibited and explained ; the importance of 
them shown, the modes of doing them presented, and, if necessary, vindicated, -i 
The design of this part of the course has been to prepare for prompt and la- 
teiligent ecclesiastical action. 

V. Homiletics, the Science and Art of Preaching. I have delivered 
fourteen lectures — the number being diminished by sickness as above. The 
course this session has been restricted to " Sermonizing/' and owing to want of 
time, has riot been quite so full as I had wished and anticipated. j 

Skeletons have been submitted for criticism weekly, one or two; and have I 
been examined in the hearing of the class. We have also had some recitingl 
upop Vinet, 3d part — Sacred Elocution. C 

The time occupied in the recitations and lectures, each — with the except - 
tion of Pastoral Theology and 2d Hebrews — has been from an hour and a half 
to two hours. 

With the exception of the fewness of our members, this* has been to me; 
and I believe to the class, a pleasant session. At the opening, I had not a, 
few apprehensions lest my want of heal A would seriously interrupt our labors, 
but theNLord has done better for me than my fears. Since the beginning of 
the year, my attendance in the Hall has been nearly uninterrupted. The 
health of the class has, in general, been good also. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. Jas. M. Willson. 

Allegheny, March 21st, 1865. 



To the Board of Superintendents of the Theological Seminary^ to meet in Al»^ 
legheny, March 21s^, 1866 : 
The undersigned respectfully reports, that the students recited reguL 
during the session about to close, in Polemic and Systematic Theology, 
the former the subject was the "Satisfaction of Christ," as presented in th( 
fourth volume of Turretine. The course embraced the t^o dissertations 
the necessity — the first five on the reality — and the two on the perfection 
Christ's satisfaction. The students were required to prepare for examination^ 
bjr reading carefully the text book, and tlie'j Tfiet^ (i-jLwxmi^i Q\i\Ja&\^x^ t^. 
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The course in Systematio Theology embraced the chapters in the Testimony 
rom the fifth to the tenth exclusive. These are, " The Fall of Man/' "Elec- 
[911," " Christ the Mediator," " The Holy Spirit/' ''The Covenant of Grace/' 
' ChriBt'a Satisfaction." The lectures were read weekly, and the studeutei 
fire generally examined at each recitation on the subject of the preceding 
eotnre. 

It gives me pleasure to state that all the examinations were satisfactory — 
(iving evidence of diligence and improvement. 

Respectfully submitted, Thos. Spuoull. 

The Board proceeded with the examination of the students, 
irst in Hebrew, then in Turretinc and Pastoral Theology. Tho 
Board took a recess until 7 o'clock, p. m. 

7, P. M. 

Board met, and after hearing discourses from Jas. M. Faris, from 
I Pet. 5: 6; A. W. Johnston, Gal. 3 : 13 ; J. A. Black, John 15: 
5, and J. R. STewell, John 7: 46 — adjourned to meet to-morrow 
morning at 9 o'clock. PAiyer by W. Milroy. 

March 22d, 1865. 

Board met, and was opened with prayer by Professor Willson. 
Criticisms were made upon the discourses delivered last evening. 
Rev. J. C. Smith and Rev. J. Crozier, being present, were invited 
to sit as consultative members. The students were examined in 
Sreek, Ecclesiastical History, Systematic Theology and Homilet- 
ics. Recess till 7 o'clock. 

7, P. M. 

Board met, and proceeded to hear discourses by T. A. Sproull,/ 
from I John 4:9; A. Wright, Psalm 28: 3; R. J. Sharpe, Isaiah 
58: 12, first clause. The Board returned to the Hall, when the 
discourses were criticised. , 

The Secretary is directed to give to S. Henderson an order on 
the Treasurer for the amount of his bill, and to the members of 
the Board for their expenses. 1). H. Coulter, R. J. Sharpe and J. S. 
Back, as having furnished the prescribed course in the Seminary, 
ire dismissed to their respective presbyteries.* 

Hesolved, That the Board most cordially sustains the several ex- 
aminations and discourses of the students, as afibrding satisfactory 
3vidence of diligent and successful study on the part of the young 
QQien, and of unremitting pains-taking labor on the part of the 
Professors. 

The following is a list of intersessional studies: 

Students of First Year — Hebrew, Gen. 1-4 chapter; Greek 
Testament, Galatiaus ; Homiletics, Vinet, I Part ; Essay on Histo- 
7 of Church of Scotland from 1638 to 1643. 

Students of Second Year — Hebrew, Isaiah 1-6 chapters ; Greek 
vnd Vinet, as above ; Essay on History of Church of Scotland — 
ie Revolution Settlement, 1G88 to 1694. 

All to read M*Leod's War Sermons and Hodge's Outlines of 
Theology. 

W. Milroy, Secretary. A. M. MiLLiak^, ChaxTmau. 
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f i PASTOR'S FiSBWBlL. 

Dear Brethren — ^I lon^ thought my relation to you, as pai 
would likely continue during my labors in the vineyard; but < 
sees not as man sees. Another most interesting and invitinjj i 
is presented before me, and with all the cheerfulness and vigc 
youth, I have already entered upon it, " assuredly gathering 
the Lord has called me to preach the gospel unto them" of the 
of Indianapolis. Ye know, from the first day that I came am 
you j after what manner I have been with you at all seasons, ser 
Lord as best I could, ''with all humility of mind" — fear andti 
bling. And notwithstanding the lying in weight, and great o; 
sition — of both professors and profane — ^how " I kept back not 
that was profitable unto you ; but have showed you, and 1 
taught you publicly and from house to house." During my m 
painful and dyspeptic years, when my medical advisers and 
friends thought I should desist, the presence of the Blessed ] 
ter was always with me, and his blessed voice was always he 
saying, " Fear thou not, for I am with thee ; be not dismayed, 1 
am thy God : I will strengthen thee, yea, I will help thee ; y< 
will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness. J 
not, thou wormy thou shalt thresh the mountains (of civil po 
and make the hills as chaff— and thou shalt rejoice in the £ 
and glory in the Holy One of Israel " — and so it has come to ] 
This day I feel it, and mine eves behold it. With all the youl 
energies of a rejuvenated — eagle renewed age, I have commenci 
(what is to us) a new part of the Master's vineyard, knowing 
suredly that my labor shall not be in vain in the Lord. 

Dear brethren, you will bear me witness that during my 
pastorate among you, I " testified to both professor and pro! 
repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Chi 
And now, behold I go bound in the spirit to my new field c 
bor, not knowing what shall befall me there, save the great op 
tion which I expect to meet with from both Jews and Gen 
But none of these things move me, neither count I my life 
unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and 
ministry which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify 
gospel of the grace of God. "And now, behold, I know thf 
ail, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God' 
thirty-one years, " shall (as your pastor) see my face no m< 
Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I have not shu 
to declare unto you, to the best of my ability, all the coum 
God — I kept back nothing out of regard to the fear or fav 
man. And now, brethren, take heed unto yourselves, "loo 
diligently lest any fail of the grace of God" — lest any 
of bitterness springing up, trouble or defile any of you. W 
therefore, and remember that, for the space of thirty-one long 
toilsome years, I ceased not to warn, as best I could, both ^ 
and day — sometimes even with tears. And now, brethren, I 
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you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to 
you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them that 
nctified. I have coveted no man's silver, or gold, or apparel ; 
e yourselves know that, when I was in want of the necessa- 
f life, I made no complaint. These hands ministered to my 
sities, and to the necessities of the little ones whom God in his 
and gracious providence had given unto me. I never did 
yourSf but you. 

I ally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect; be of good comfort; 
one mind ; live in peace, and the God of love and peace shall 
th you. The Lord bless thee and keep thee: the Lord make 
ice shine upon thee and be gracious unto thee: the Lord 
3 his countenance upon thee and give thee peace. The gracfe 
b Lord Jesus Christ be mth vou all. Amen. 

Yours most affectionately, in covenant bonds, 

John Crozier, Pastor. 

Ifonongahela C&ngregation c/ tht Reformed Pruhyterian Church, 
April Iti, 1865. 



i mTENTIOS— !I1TI0SU RSFORI M THE WEST. 

r the 15th of February, by previous notice, a respectable num- 
if ministers and others, of different denominations and from 
rent parts of the State, met in Robert's Chapel, city of Indi- 
olis, Indiana, for the purpose of proposing amendments to the 
) and United States Constitutions, so as to make them awncedfy 
mmisiakabljf Christian. 

ter the meeting was duly organized, and opened with prayer, 
amendments which have'been so generally approved by Chri»- 
patriots of every name (recognizing Almighty God the source 
li power and authority in the nations, Kom. 14: 1 — Jesos 
at tbi Governor of the nations, Matt. 28 : 18 and Ps. 22 : 28— 
revealed will of supreme authority, and the natural and ina- 
ble rights of all,) were proposed as the desired amendments, 
r some discussion these amendments were adopted, and are 
in due form before both Houses of the State Legislature. 
House committee, to whom this alMmportant matter was re> 
id, has brought in a report in favor of adopting the proposed 
idments. A majority of the Senate's committee is supposed 
) rather unfavorable; but as yet have made no report. Some 
ibers of both Houses seem to favor the immediate calling of a 
mention to amend the State Constitution, &c. If such a con- 
ion should be called, and the proposed amendment should be 
»ted, the State of Indiana will be the first State in this Union 
wio itself ^a kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ," Rev. 
15— the Millennium will really and literally commence in the 
', as the prophet has declared, Isa. 69 : 19. For the honest and 
ire adoption of these proposed amendments, will be the di- 
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vincly required acknowledgment of Messiah's authority, and thi 
•ommencement of his peaceful feign, which will last a thonsao! 
years, Rev. 11 : 17 and 20 : 4. The enemy with all his oppositioi 
to this great National Reforn, " shall come in like a flood ; l)ut th( 
Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard against him.**' T 
kingdoms of this world must and wUl become the kingdoms 
our Lord and of his Christ : " for the mouth of the Lord hdA 
spoken it, and the zeal of the Lord of Hosts will perform it 
Isa. 9:7. J. C. * 



INSTALLATION. 



ii 



The commission appointed to attend to the installation of Bevjj 
S. M. Stevenson in the congregation of Washington and Amboj, ' 
Iowa, met on the 15th day of February, 1865. Rev. J. M. ' 
M'Donald delivered the charge to the pastor and Rev. R. B. Can«?T 
lion to the people. This settlement has taken placo under very 
rjncouraging circumstances. Com. 



AFFAIRS ABROAD. 

China. — The Chinese missions are producing fruit. There ari^ 
at this time in that countir 11 1 Protestant missionaries, 42 n^iB^^ 
sions and 2,500 converts. Mr. Newman aays: » 

<< The great battle for the entrance of Otxl's truth openly and undisgnisedly'' 
into China, was fought and won at Canton. This fact is recognized by tte^ 
people here, and opposition, as a eystematic thing, has ceased ; though indi- 
viduals and small local clans, under the influence of some evil minded maB^^ 
•may still, as in America, oppose the spread of the truth. The battle foagk^ ' 
here has opened the Empire for the introduction of the gospel; but in nqi 
other part of the Empire, so far as I can learn, do the people feel 80||learly af 
here, that there is to be no more systematic opposition to it, and to The free^ 
dom of intercourse with foreigners. I hare abundant evidence of this every 
day.- 

India. — The British forces in India have again found employ-, 
meat in suhduing another revolt, which at one time assumed a 
threatening aspect. Great storms — unprecedented in severity-r- 
have spread desolation throughout extensive districts. The mis-, 
siotis are generallj^ prosperous, more so than ever before. An en- 
couraging feature is the attention given to female education. Thd'; 
Christian FarM says: 

<< Great progress has been made in Caleatta in female edueaitibn. Formei^ 
ly none but temple women were taught to read. An educated wife was »> 
thing unknown. A learned woman was looked on as a disreputable character. 
Now, a periodical has been commenced intended specially for educated women. 
A book has been published said to be the genuine production of a native lad j, 
who is exceedingly anxious to benefit her oounteywomen. She establiahed. 
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school, and funds being needed for the payment of teachers, she sold her 
wn jewels for the purpose. Dr. Ihiff's girls' school now draws the younger 
ftembers of respectable Hindu families. It is sad that female education 
earcely prevails anywhere in Northern India, except in Oalc«tta and its vioin- 
ty. ^^e Lieutenant-Governor has urged the importance of educating the 
allies of their families on the chiefs and landholders of 'the Bengal prov- 
ince." 

Turkey. — Our readers are aware that the Turkish Government 
tias assumed an attitude quite hostile to the missions in that 
country. The subordinate officials are very ready to imitate 
those of the capital. The same periodical says: 

"At Murad Tehai, a small town east of Broosa, a native Protestant 
preacher, while quietly pursuing his work teaching Protestants and others 
of his acquaintance the doctrines of Christiaiiity, was suddenly arrested by 
the Governor of the Province, and in the depth of winter, in bad health, and 
against his most earnest protestations, was carried off under guard to the 
distant city of Boleo, where he is kept under surveillance. The Muder- 
(mayor) of Murak Tehai asserted in public that the ^ Protestants have been 
cursed by the Sultan, and put out of the pale of his protection;' and still, as 
he said, 'they have the impudence to go about trying to spread their doc- 
trines/ Mr. Stuart, the representative of Great Britain, brought the case be- 
fore Ali Pasha. He promised to order the liberation of the preacher imme- 
diately. Eighteen days have gone by, and yet nothing has been done. The 
poor preacher is still a prisoner, and has as yet received no intelligence respect- 
iDg his liberation. 

*' In a town beyond Biligic, having a population of about three thousand 
Armenians, there have been a few Protestants for some years. The oldest of 
these, named Bedros, a poor but yet worthy man, was employed by a Turk to 
take care of his silk worms. This poor man was in the habit of reading his 
Testament to Turks who came to sit with him. At the close of the silk sea- 
son, it was found that the silk worms had failed to furnish cocoons, which of- 
ten happens. The owner became enraged, and declared that Bedros had ne- 
glected his business in order to reafl the Bible, and beat him so severely that 
le died of his wounds in a. few days. The Turkish Governor paid no atten- 
ion to the affair, and the Protestants were prevented by fear from demanding 
he punishment of the perpetrator of so great an outrage.'' 

The following is worthy of notice: 

|< The MuBselmen of Constantinople demand religious refonni -This reform 
as no connection with Christianity, but with the history of the Koran. The 
leformers demand that the Koran should be translated into Turkish, and made 
ccessible to all. They oppose polygamy, favor wine drinking, and claim tl^aft 
o man is an infidel who believes m the Old and New Testaments, both .of 
'hieh they consider holy. The)^ wish to be recognized as a sect, and have . 
olitioDed for a mosque. The dignitaries are said to favor the reform/' 



iFVilKS AT nOIE. 

The "War. — Since our last, military events* have been favoraUe 
5 the North. Sherman has led his arm^ through South Carolina, 
nd into North Carolina, meeting with little opposition to this date 
ICarch 27th). Before Richmond, there is little change, but great 
^Qts may take place at any hour. It is pretty evident the re- 
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sources of the South are rapidly failing. They have hegnn, partial 
ly, to arm their slaves. It seems, however, to be too late, evei 
taking for granted that they will fight on their side. We shall b« 
disappointed, if the war continues" much longer. Even our foot 
abroad must now begin to see that the power of the South is be- 
coming greatly weakened. 

Thk Ambndmbnt (religious) of thb Oonstittttion. — A report was 
made to the Senate of the United States^y Mr. Trumbull from 
the Judiciary Committee, upon some petitions on this subject, ad- 
verse to such an amendment, on the ground that God is already re- 
cognized in that instrument. This is not the fact, very few believt 
it to be so ; but it is well to have, by implication, the judgment of 
this Committe on two points, first, that it is right that a nation should 
acknowledge Ood ; second, that such acknowledgment barms no 
right of the citizen. The friends of the amendment will now 
work — as they are doing — more earnestly. A favorable report was 
made in the Senate of the State of Indiana, just before the ad- 
journment. 

OBITDiET. 

Dud, of ooDsamptioii, at Newborgh, 23d January, 1865, Samuel L. Cvih 
NiNOHAM, aged 24 years and '6 months. He was born, educated and trained^ 
and made, at an early period, a public profession of religion, in the RefcnMfl 
Presbyterian Ghureh. An amiable youth, an affectionate son and brother, a 
consistent Christian — interested in the prosperity of Zion — from an eavH 
period he had a strong desire to aer?e God in the ministry of his Son. Wiik 
tluB object in view, (notwithstanding limited circumstances,) he had detoled 
mnoh time to study. The Master saw different. His sufferings were endared 
with patience and resignation — ^his death was calm and peaceful, and we obaiiik 
the hope he has entered upon that '^ rest which remuns for the peopk of 
Qod.'' He leayea a widowed mother and brother to mourn his decease. 



B80I HOTICII. 

Wb call attention to the << Music Book*' advertised in this num- 
ber. It has been prepared by D. Mi^nea and Mr. W. W. Kejs. 
We are not a proficient in music, but it appears to us, fi*om a bneit 
examination of this work, that it is eminently calculated as a text 
book of musical instruction. It is systematically arranged in re||^* 
ular pogrossion, from the plainest elements to the more advanesd 
principles of the science. It is clear, makes no profession of b«- 
mg a book of <* music made easy." Instead, it contains some prin- 
ciples not ordinarily introduced into books of musical instruction; 
and yet we are satisfied that it can be taaght throughout to tboae 
who possess ordinary musical abilities aod will give reasonable at- 
tention. ^' 

While there are cautions requisite to be observed in an attempt 
to improve the ** service of song," in the house of God, it requires 
only an open ear to prove that the eflfbrt should be earnestly^ 
made. 



ACKIS^OWLEDGMSNTB. 

Cov«HAinrwr.*-Clftrindn, Wm. M*Lenn ; Leayen worth, S. Goobran, each 
88 ctB.; Reading, Jas. Smith, 15-)7, i 18, 3.88. 

Combined Series. — Canonsburg, E. A. T. Robert's; Leavenworth, S. 
Cochran, each 65 cts.; Brushland, Thos. B. Russell, *J; Clarinda, W. R. 
Tippon, 8; Geo. Tippon, 8; Coultersyille, Jno. Hughes, 2; R. H. Woodside 
3; Cabot, Jas. M'Farland, } 8, J 4; Hamden, Jas. Henderson, 8; Indian- 
apolis, C. A, Moffatt, 8; Moore's, D. Gregg; Portersyille, Thos.jWilson, 8; 
Mathew Stewart, 4; Pittsburgh, Alex. Adams, 4; Rose Point, Margaret 
Wright, 4; Simcoe, Jas Taylor, 2;; Walton, Timothy Sanderson, 8; Marj 
Ensign, 8; each 1.00; Col. City, Wm. M*Orea, 2, 8; Jordan's Grove, J. 
B. Mathews, 2, 8^ |diddletown, Miss M. Hanna, 2, 8; Norwich, D. Wal- 
lace, J 2, 3, J 4; X^iBW Alexandria, Pa., Rev. A. M. Milligaji, 2,8; New 
Alexandria, 0., Wilson S. Riddle, i 1, 2,^8; Reading, Jss. Smith, 1, 2; 
each 2.00; Clarinda, Wm.^'Lean, 1-4, f 6, 4.67. 

Allegheny, Jos. Allen, 2, 1.00; Jno. Hazlett, Sr., Wm. Martin, Q.Dodds, 
Miss Marg. Hunteh, each 3, 1.00; Benbrook, R. Menzies, 8. 4, 2:ob; Belle 
Centre, J. M. Forsythe, 1, 2, 2.00; Jas. Keers, Sr.; Belleyille. J. Gordon; 
Brooklyn, Rev. J. U. Boggs; Buena Vista, Robt. Finney; Chili, Jos. Boyd; 
Columbus City, J. M. Stercnson, each 8, 1.00; Comboro, Geo. Crystal, 2, 
8, 2.00; Dallas, Mrs. L. Roney; Dodgeville, 8. Hawthorn, Geo. Porter, M. 
Shields, J. Smith, A. Gray, each 3, 1.00; Dubuque. Mrs. Robinson, 2, 1,00; 
Eagle Centre, W. Foster, 8, 1.00; Fabius, A. Cameron, 2, 1.00; Glasgow, 
Mrs. A. M'Intosh, 8, 1.00; Hamilton, Geo. Frazer, 8, 4, 2. 00; Huntsville, 
T. C. Specr, 3, 1.00; Lavigna, T. A. Waites, 1-3, 8.00; Londonderry, Mrs. 
E. Alexander, 2, 8, 2.00; M. Forsythe, Mrs. R. MTune, First New York, 
W. Fleming, each 8, 1.00; Miss J. Collier. 1. 2. 2 00; Oswego, Jas. Curry; 
Pcnn's Run, J. Simpson; Philadelphia, J. B. Stewart, each 8, 1.00; Pitts- 
burgh, H. Marshall, Mrs. Spence. each 2, 1.00; Portersvillo, Geo. Magee, 
J 4, J 5, 1.00; A. F. Kennedy; Rose Point, Mrs. Blackwood, Rob't Young, 
each 3, 1.00; Rushsylvania, W.Shaw, 2, l.nO; Jno. M'Cullough, 3, 4, 2.t»0; 
Sprakikle's Mills, J. Rowan, 1, 2, 2.00; Springdale, A. Stewart, 4. 1.00; 
Venice, Mrs. Scott, J. K. Robb; Washington, la , M. R. Stevenson; Wails- 
field, Jno. Long,, each 8, 1.00; West Barnet, M J. Harvey, Mrs C. Morse; 
Wellsville, A. M'Gilvray, each 3, 1.00; J. G. M'Qilvray, 2, l.OO; Zancsville, 
A. Patterson, 8, 1.00. 

RKFonMED pRESBTTF.iiiAK. — Dos Molues, Mrs. L. C. Orr, 7, 1.00; Lavig- 
na. T. A. Waites. 7, 8, 2.00. 

''^Received at Synod. 

RECEIPTS FOR THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
curuxnt expen?!Bs. 
1865. Feb. 27, James Brown, 6.00; H. H. George. 8.00; Mrs. Finlay 
8.00; A. Bovard, 2.00; H. Glasgow, 1.00; W. J. R. Johnston. 1.00; S. A. 
Johnston, 1.00; W. M'Intire, 90; J. T. Johnston, 1.50; J. T. Johnston, do- 
nation 1.10; W. Haslett, 8.00; Morch 1, Lake Eliza Congregation, 9.05; 
18, J. Loudon. 8.76; J. Bccket, 12.00; R A. Armstrong, 3.60; W. Mil- 
roy, 4 20; collected by D. S. Paris, 7.60; 20, collected by Rev. J. M*Crack- 
cn, 6.00; 22, Second Congregation. N. Y.. 168.16; S. U'llhatten, 8.50. 

EXDOWMBNT FUND. 

1865. March 18. John London, 26.00; Wm. M'Aftee, 85.00; S. M'llhottcn, 
10.00; J. Bccket, 15 00; Bequest of Mrs. Douglass, 125.00; 17, R. A. Arm- 
strong. 20.00; Rev. D. S. Fnris. 87.85; W. Stuart, 26.65; Bequest of A. T. 
Edgar, 26.00; J. C. K. Paris, 5.00; collected by Rev. J. M'Craoken, 24.00. 

B. G&EQQ, Treaturir, 



We hava received the following sensible note with its iliclosure. It 
will be found good reading. J. M. W. 

Rkv. AMD Dbah Sir: — In your February number. I hare been Poking at 
the dialogue between Parson Jones and Deacon Smith, and when I consider 
matters there with you in these days, I send you another dollar, and hope 
that Others will follow my example. ^ 

I am, dear sir, yours truly, D. G. *• - ' 

. If persons who know Covenanters residing in California, Oregon, or inT . 
any other of the Western States or Territories, who have not been visited '■'■ 
by missionaries, will give us their names and the names of their port offices, 
we will publish them as a directory to missionaries and emigrants. 

Illinois PreahjUrf will neet M Mitchell, Indi&nvk, «i \Tft^'B!ttA»?i «^«a- 
fng, the lUh of Mayi at 6 o'cloik. * 

D. ^. If KUia^ Vrwdent. 
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RECEIPTS FOR DOMESTIC MISSIONS. 
1866. 
March 1, A Tenth to the Lord, mniled at Bmshland, Delaware Co.» 

N. Y., for Freedmen'8 Misfiioa ^..... 6 00 ' 

11, First instalment of the bequest of the late Mrt. Douglas, 
of BoTina, N. Y., for the Homo Mission, per Andrew 

Knox, Executor, 126 00 

13, Missionary ISociely of Third cong., Phil., for Domestio 

Mission 10 00 

16, Bequest of Mrs. Martha Ann M'Cammon, late of Mui- 
kingum cong., 0., for the Freedmcn*i Mission of the 
South, per UeT. A. M'Farland « 10 00 

$160 00 
March 22, To cash paid Insurance Co. of North America, M pre- 
miura for renewing policy of insurance on the Wash- 
ington Mission property for one year, f^om the 4th 
day of April next, which deduct,. .^ 18 76 

$181 26 
I enelose my check to Mr. Euwer for this amount which is balance in 

Aill of all accounts of the aboTe fund to this date. William Beowh. 
1866. 

Feb. 17, From Princeton cong., per J. E. Cariihers ^$16 26 

21, New Alexandria cong., per J. G. Steel, 29 16 

22, James Blakely, Marysyille, California, per George Spenoe, 
Meredith, N. Y., 10 00 

27, Six months' interest on $200, legacy of E. Shields, per 

Wm. Brown, , 6 00 

■* Six months interest on $200, legacy of Wm. Cunningham, 

In coin 00 

** Premium on the aboTC, per Wm. Brown, 6 18 

$78 68 
Danixl EinrxB, JVeawrer, 

RECEIPTS FOR SOUTHERN MISSION. 
1866. 

Feb. 1, From Cedar Lake cong., per J. French .^$7 70 

« Judson {Society, per do., 7 00 

« Garither*8 do., per do., 6 66 

'< £. French, per do., 1 20 21 66 

•< First Miami cong., per M. Glasgow,... m^. 42 00 

" Craftsbury cong., per Rot. J. M. Armour, as follows: 

« Collection on Thanksgiring, 6 86 

" A friend ^ 2 60 

« From children in some classes in Sabbath School,... 4 16 12 00 
8| Mrs. W. D. Johnston, Rochester, Pa., per Rev. N. 

M.Johnston, 2 00 

11, Martha C. Jamison, Tyro, 0., » 66 2 66 

18, Catherine Mahaffey, Kortright, N. Y., per Rot. Robert 

Shields, 1 00 

14, Garrison cong., Ind., per Rot. Josiah Dodds, 11 60 

« A Tenth from the Lord, from do., per do., 6 00 

« Lind GroTO cong., Iowa, per Rer. G. D. Trumbull,.. 16 00 

«c «< « M <( « « (• .. 12 00 28 00 

17, James Hutchinson, Oil City, per D. Gregg, •2 00 

21, From Rob*t Boyd, Lind GroTO cong., 60 00 

22, Samuel Dayidson, Pittsburgh per Dr. SprouU, .'...... 2 00 

24, Maeedon cong., 0., per P. H. Wylic : 7 26 

'< Mailed at Cincinnati, per Jas. Gray, Goringten, Ky., 10 00 

D. EuwxB, I^oiunr. 
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T«E TIMES AND DDK DUTIES. 

CoatinuB^I from p&gg 107, 

J is attempted by this anti-war faction to represent the Synod as 
-Aug violated the Covenants, 
On this we reraark, 

1 If it be meant, as it manifestly is, to iiitimate that Covenant- 
» cannot consistently take arms in defenao of their country, tbis 
jtter has been settled, as we have already seen, in the affirmative 
rSyood and by the church— and baa been acktiowledo-ed most 
Nimly atul publicly, by these very men, in their pledgm^ them* 
^es to the *^ Testimony '' of the eburcb, as their testimony. For 
rtake for granted that they do not put themselves on the *^ New 
riif'groocd that we cannot appeal to the Historical Part, sm 
%orityj even where it presents the acts and views of this church 
lelf. Let them reconcile their present position with that of the. 
JStimony on the Bame subject^ or else come out and openly and 
lloa€8tly repudiate the positiou taken in the Testimony. One or 
lotber of these they are bound to do, or forfeit all claims to be up- 
Inghtmen. 

2. They fall into an error here whieh has had some share in 
iisleading their predecessors- They adopt the proceedings and 
ha attammeats of a people who were the controlling clement in 
\Mormed nation^ as if these were an imperative rule while and 
fhen the nation is as yet not fully reformed. We declare in our 
|TeitimoQy that 

"It 18 lawful for Christiane residiiig in nattons inwMch thcligbt of the 

Wpd has not been geuerallj diffused, to continue in submission to such an- 

iomy HH may exist over them, agreeably to the law of citure, which, where 

IfjfeijiUijQ docs not exist, is the only staudard of citil duty. In such casep, 

^infidelity of the mkr cannot make void the just anthoritj conferred upon 

m by the Constitution/' Test, 1849, p. 250, 

flow do these men reconcile these declaration a with what ifi, 
'T ! nongh, their interpretation and application of the covenants *t 
M view,.that a Covenanter ia in all circumstances bound to 
( nothing to do with the defense of any country — we do not 
»y government : for it is their country they are fighting for — or 

V 
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130 The Times and our Duties. 

to recognize any government but a reformed one as having a 
right even to exist. What the church has declared is before us 
the above quotation, and can be easily understood. . They i 
directly opposed to each other. 

But let us ask, Does the oath of the covenant forbid a Covenai 
er to help his neighbors in putting down an anti-negro riot such 
occurred two years ago in the city of New York? In other won 
would it have then forbid a Covenanter to join a squad of soldie 
or a body of the police, in rescuing a colored man out of the hao 
of the rioters ; or, had there been a regiment of Covenanters drai 
up in that city, would it have been contrary to their covenant 
have "pitched into*' that mass of popish rioters, and brought the 
down so that they would be obliged to yield to the supremacy 
the law? The man that would assert this, we would hold to bf 
monomaniac on this subject. Would it have been contrary to a 
covenant to meet together and defend the Cumberland Vall 
against the invasion of Lee in 1863? or, was the army of ti 
Potomafe — every officer and soldier — guilty of a sin against G( 
when they met and fought Lee at Gettysburg? so great a si 
that Covenanters could neither have prayed for them nor helpc 
them ? And yet all these contests against rioters and rebels wei 
not only to the defense of the country, its peace, order, prosperil 
and unity, but, indirectly, of the government. 

We are bound by our covenant to maintain the true religioi 
and to support, and in the first instance to make^ if we can, 
Christian and free government, and always to sustain such a oi 
when we get it; but we are not bound to look on and see oi 
country overrun or broken up, or subjugated by semi-barbaria 
hordes, and do nothing to help her. You might as well say thi 
we are bound to stand and see rioters waste our city or count 
side. To these things we cannot be bound by any covenani 
for this would be a^ obligation to violate God's supreme and par 
mount law of love — which binds us to "do good to all men." 

3. It is said, in this paragraph, that "the design of tl 
solemn leaanie, &c." was "to prepare for and accomplish a Scri 
tural and Christian league,*' — it was such a league — " which wj 
refused by Scotland on any other terms." In this last clause it 
insinuated that this refusal on the part of Scotland was founds 
upon some such anti-association principle as these men hoi 
Nothing of the kind. We defy any one to discover 'in the n 
gotiations preceding the adoption of the solemn league and covena 
m 1643, any thing of the kind. The principle of "anti-associ 
tion" was not broyght forward in any shape until 1648 ; and the 
as we have seen, for a specific case. 

But why did the Scotch refuse to form a mere civil treaty 
The answer is at hand. The countries were contiguous. Englai 
had been prelatic, and by England, Scotland had been once alrea< 
oppressed on behalf of this "abjured " system. England was nc 
in the throes of a fierce civil conflict. The armies of tibie ParL 
ment bad been beaten, and their affavc^ Nvexe ^ ^Vsty ^\Ak« 8c< 
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Jand knew that England needed a religious reformation, that no 
Arm peace could be expected while the two countries diiFered so 
widely in <5hurch government. She sympathized with her neigh- 
bor's efforts to obtain relief from absolute power. Under these 
circvimstances, she said to England, "we must have a league in 
wh.i<3h religion and religious reform in England shall have a promi- 
nexxt, place." England had already begun such a reform — the 
"VTostminster Assembly had been called. This is why Scotland 
\DO'U,ld have a league and covenant ; it was on no anti-association 
piin-ciple. She was wise. It was every way the best course ; and 
lilcio a sensible, as well as Christian nation, she pursued it. But 
wtioever uses this event in Scottish history as involving the pro- 
hibiting of the descendants of the Covenanters from taking any 
part in the defense of th^ir country in circumstances such as those 
we are now in, abuses it most flagrantly. 

!Not satisfied with dragging the covenant into a field of inquiry 
with which they have really nothing to do, these men refer, in the 
same strain, to one of the many acts of covenant renovation which 
appear on the pages of Scottish church history: 

<^ As the Auchinsaugh bond, in the language of the celebrated Thomas 
Henderson, 'adapts these national deeds to the case of a minority, desirous to 
be faithful to God, and conscientious in performing covenant duties to a cove- 
nant keeping God,' therefore we acknowledge the propriety and legitimacy of 
the application which our honored fathers of the Auchinsaugh period made of 
the principles of those national deeds in the following particular : ' We shall 
never make any conjunction with these abominable Popish idolaters, at home 
or abroad, in armies or otherwise.' " 

On this we remark, 1. That this transaction took place July 
11th, 1712 : and this is nearly all we know about it. We have 
seen and examined the account of it, but it is many years since, 
and most of the details have escaped our recollection. We pre- 
same that most of the members and even of the ministers, are in 
our condition, with the exception of our having read this account, 
which it is probable few have done. 2. We know that at that 
time the societies had but one minister — Kev. John M'Millan — 
aad, of course, this renovation was not by the direction of any 
competent ecclesiastical authority : competent, we mean, to act for 
the whole church. 3. There were many other acts of covenant 
renovation after 1649, but this one only is selected as having any 
special significance. Why so? It cannot be because they were 
a xninority who did it ; for this was the case in all the others. 4. 
But what has this to do with the war in this country ? This is no 
W'ar for the selfish purposes of Christ's enemies : it is a war to re- 
pel and subdue a common enemy; one whose subjugation is for 
the glory of God, and for the common interests of us all, and of 
our posterity. 5. The Reformed Presbyterian Church in the 
tTnited States has not put among her ** Terms*' the recognition of 
<^^y act of covenant renovation. She has recognized, as standards, 
the covenants themselves, m^ no more; and yre «.t^ «vvt^ %\i<^ Sa^ 
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right. 6. Provided we knew the history of this transaction 
thoroughly, and understood the history of the times, we might 
agree virith all that was written and done at Auchinsaugh ; but not 
knowing enough about the circumstances, we neither approve or 
disapprove. We are willing, however; to give the authors of this 
act full credit for knowing their duty in their day and doing it, as 
we claim for ourselves the right to ascertain and do ours in our day. 
Besides these more comprehensive objections, there are othera 
that may be classed together under a fourth head of miscManoom 
objections; and, 

1. That this is not a " Covenanter *' war. We reply, that it is,sc 
far as it goes. If a Covenanter is assailed by one who is bent on 
robbery, and knocks down his assailant, that is a " Covenanter * 
act: that is, it is a lawful act. In this sense, this is a " Covenant 
er'* war. It is a war of self-defense on the part of the nation oj 
which we are a constituent element, althoHgh dissenters from its 
governmental organization. Affain, it is a war for emancipation — 
was really so from the first — and as such, is eminently a "Covenant- 
er" war. 

But perhaps there may be couched under this language the idea 
that no ** witness " can lawfully engage in any war unless it be on 
behalf of a " Covenanted Reformation,'* like the wars of our 
fathers in Scotland, in Charles the First's time. If that be th« 
meaning of it, we deny that there is any need of a war's being a 
" Covenanter " war, that it may be a lawful war even for Covenant- 
ers to engage in ; and we will not occupy space in support of our 
denial any further than to say that such a notion is "new light," 
indeed, about as much so as the singular fancy that the elect did 
not incur entire forfeiture in Adam's fall. Covenanters are men — 
members of the community like ethers, and may engage in wars 
of national defense, or of liberty, even when religion is not at 
stake.. So we have always held as a church — ^so have we acted ; 
and are not going to abandon our ground through tfny ignorant 
clamor. 

2. It is said that this is a war /or the CdnsiUution. In regard to 
the character of this instrument, we accord with the objectors, as 
also in regard to the sinfulness of swearing an oath to support it; 
but we do not agree with them in the principle of morAls, that wt 
may not^do any act of which the indirect result is to maintain it 
in anything. On Jhis we have already touched. We have referred 
to the fact that Reformed Presbyterians pay taxes — even specific 
war taxes ; and that this has not been objected to, so far as we 
know. We have alluded to the putting down of a riot : an act 
that is in principle identical with waging war with the Southern 
Confederacy. Yet who object to this ? So of this war. The real 
design of it — a design that lies back of all Constitution and 
statute law, is the preservation of the iniegrUy of the nation — of the 
"nation," not of the "Union," as a union of States. Take this 
idea away altogether, and the war, if begun at all, would v^iy 

0aon have eaased* That the goveriimeiit \\8A m?A^ XViq Qow^^ltn- 
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tion prominent, or did so for a time, we are well aware ; but this 
was merely because these words were symbols of the real stake at 
issue. Had the country believed that no more than a mere docu* 
mentary bond of union was concerned, it would have long before 
this thrown up the thing in disgust. The peace, the liberty, the 
prosperity, the -honor, the life of the United States were all in- 
volved in the decision of this controversy. The nation knew and 
felt it. It has fought neither for national infidelity nor atheism, 
nor for slavery, nor for any other national sin. It has fought for 
no practical provision of the Constitution ; but for that national 
unity which God has given it. It has fought for the avowed 
purpose of preventing the perpetual existence of slaveholding on 
the national soil. It has fought for lawful objects. 

We adduce an illustration which we have once before used. 
IThe south of Ireland is Popish, with few exceptions; the north is 
:»nixed, Popish and Protestant. Were the south to rebel against 
^British rule, with the avowed determination to set up an ultra 
Iffopish government, that would exclude every Protestant, every 
^xnissionary, every Bible; following up this avowal by banishing, 
or imprisoning, or hanging, or burning every Protestant ; ought ike 
-British Government to do any thing about it? It is as ungodly a gov- 
ernment as this is. If it did begin to fight the wretches, what 
should true Covenanters in the north do? Should they stand up 
^ud shout to the British leaders and generals, "hands offj" and 
especially to their brethren, "Don't touch a musket. Would^you ^ 
:fight to bring those poor papists who are now free under this anfi- 
Ohristian constitution, again into its iniquities? They may send 
t;heir armies upon us in the north, but no matter. Great Britain is 
a covenant-breaking nation, and you must not move a hand to 
kelp it." What kind of insane talk would that be? Would not 
- t;he men that used it be scouted by all men of intelligence and 
right feeling? 

Just so is the case in this country now — just so it has been for 

four years. This is the judgment, we may safely say, that our 

covenanted forefathers would have passed upon the facts before 

wa. We have some evidence to this eftecrt. We alluded, in our 

^*St, to the Engagers of 1648, in Scotland, and mentioned the fact 

^ha,t they were the most furious zealots, apparently, of their day, 

^O. behalf of Reformation attainments. Among their schemes at 

^^ce to delude simple people and provoke the English Parliament 

^w ^S'^^j '^^^^ *b'^ ^^® — ^^®y 3^^^ ^^ ^^^^ Parliament a paper making 

^fc^X?ee demands to be agreed to in fifteen days, or there would be 

^^^r. Of these the third was, that the '^ sectaries " should "disband 

^ti^ir armies." To this paper the Commission of the Kirk (which 

'^^^s substantially the Assembly,) presented a reply to the Parlia- 

^^^nt itself, in which they thus notice their " 3d." 

* * As to the disbanding of tlie armies of the sectaries, they do think no 
Ij^X^us ought to be intrufated with arms who have not taken the covenant, and 
^*^^refore, they would wish all sectarians disarmed ; yet they concew^ \fe ^^^- 
^^t^lj Bece,85ai7 that there should be some force to TesvftX. \\i(i Yi^^^kNASs^ ^:xA 
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malignant party, especially as some had already appeared in arms, in several 
places, both in Ireland and Wales, who have discovered their intentions to be 
exceedingly malignant." (Aik., vol. 4, p. 312, ed. 1827.) 

That is, while they would have preferred that no army should 
exist in England, &c., but a Presbyterian one, yet rather than have 
none to encounter Charles and his friends, they would l^ave "the 
sectaries" retained. These men — the Protesters — were men of 
wisdom all through ; and certainly exhibited it no little in thia 
transaction, as well as in subsequeiftly framing the "Act of 
Classes." Had they been here they would have said, "Raise 
armies to put down this iniquitous slaveholders* rebellion ; it is 
desperately malignant." 

To sum up this section : the purpose of a war is to be determined 
by the case itself, and in this case its objects are lawful — they are 
not, in the highest analysis, the maintenance of any mere docu- 
ment, and especially not of any of its special features — those who 
fight take back thereby no testimony against national sins ; and, 
we might add, all this is confirmed by the evident amendment of 
the public feeling, and partially of the public action on matters of 
the highest national and moral concern. 

3. it is said that our view — we give the words — 

<'is a departure from the footsteps^at variance with the principles, and 
struggles, and testimony — and casts odium upon the memory of the-martyn 
and witnesses for Jesus at the period of the church's highest attainment, the 
Second Re/ormatton,'^* 

Great is the power of imagination ! What can this all mean ? 
How giving assistance in our country's mortal combat with slavery 
"casts odium upon the martyrs," we cannot conceive. We had 
thought that our position on this question all through, had been 
most honorable to us, to our principles, and so, to our martyred 
forefathers. But it seems not t That we denied ourselves, as we 
have done so long, all civil honors and emoluments, partly because 
we dare not compromise liberty, and yet when the nation begins 
to amend its ways in this matter, and finds itself, in consequence, 
with the knife of the assassin at its throat, tjaat we step forward 
and say, God ^ive you a safe deliverance, and then follow our 
prayer by helping to throw ofi^ the assailant, we thought to be 
most honorable and Christian. It seems not ! 

But how does it reproach the martyrs ? We confess our blind- 
ness. It is possible these brethren had some respect in this lan- 
guage to the same "Act of Classes" that we have more than once 
referred to. We are rather confirmed in this by the perusal of a— 
tract lately come into our possession entitled "The Testimony o^ 
the Church respecting Military Associations, &c., with the Wickei* 
and Profane." At any rate we will avail ourselves of the appear — 
ance of this writing to ventilate that subject a little more full>i^ 

* This, and some previous quotations, are taken from a tract entitled ** Statement o- "I 
Princij)les bj Protesters/' of which a copy fell into our hands incidentally. It i « 
signed by three mijiistera of our body. 
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than we have yet done. And we do so because we find that this 
point of associations is to be the excuse for another schism, as it 
has already been of two during the last generation. 

We pass altogether some assertions to the effect that " Covenant- 
ers joining the army break the solemn league aild covenant, as did 
theEngaffers of 1648/' This is simply idle talk, in which there 
is no truth whatever. This war is not to defend a Covenanted 
Reformation, nor is it to oppose such a refoi'mation. Then follow 
quotations from the acknowledgment of sins in 1648, in which it 
is said, "joining in with the people of these abominations;" that 
is, these had been all along enemies of the reformation, yet now 
4e Engagers brought them in to fight professedly for that reforma- 
ion, but really for irreligion and despotism. The nation had 
)een reformed, but a prevailing party were now throwing open 
he doors for all sorts of unprincipled enemies of the cause, not 
inly to fight, but to lead. This is the key to nearly, if not quite, 
11 the quotations brought together in this pamphlet. Just as if — 
o repeat what we said in our last number — this country were 
low to recall the rebels and place their statesmen at the head of 
he state, and their generals at the head of the army, and so on 
hronghout the whole social fabric. Of just such teachiiag against 
Jod and his cause, and church and people, were the Engagers 
uiltv ; and, subsequently, the Resolutioners in 1651. We do not 
ly that the guilt of these men was not greater than would be the 
uilt of the American Congress in the case specified. They had 
isen higher far than this country has done. Their fall was the 
reater. But the principle in both cases is the same. So far from . 
jproaching the "Protesters" of 1648 and '51, we honor them as 
itelligently, we don't doubt, and^ we are sure, as sincerely as these 
bjectors. We do not feel bound to adopt every application of 
leir principle made by any body since theit day. Their applica- 
on of it we heartily approve. Just remember, in your inquiries 
n this point, that the question regards a Reformed nation, a 
Covenanted nation, and not a nation which has not yet made these 
igh attainments, and this whole matter of "associations," as held 
►y our fathers, will become clear. 

4. It is said, thai the church made defection after the wars of the 
devolution and of 1812. Whether any Covenanters were in the 
rar of the Revolution, we do not know. At all events, there is 
10 evidence that they did more than approve it. And was that 
7rong ? As to the war of 1812, it came to an end in 1815, and 
he New Light defection took place in 1833; or, to take the 
jeginning, it made its appearance in 1830 for the first time, 
lather a long time working ! And how passing strange that the 
worthies of 1833, so far from discovering the connection between 
fie war and the defection, did themselves put on record that testi- 
lony to the justice of the war and the honorable and patriotic 
on duct of Reformed Presbyterians, by which our ultras feel now 
sorely hampered ! 

5. It has been said, that our writings now read differerUly from what 
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they did years ago — implying that they are wrong now. That there 
are apparent differences between our essays on the subject of the 
United States to-day and those of some earlier days, we do not 
deny ; but we assert that there ought to be. An argument against 
a right-hand extreme must be apparently different from one against 
a left-hand one, and may even seem^ to a superficial reader, to con- 
tradict it. One who writes against lawlessness and anarchy, 
follows a very different strain from one who is opposing despotism. 
In the former case, the considerations are presented which show 
the importance of law and order; in the latter, those which 
magnify the value of social and personal freedom. The opponent, 
of legalism differs much in his statements, apparently, from th^ 
opponent of anti-nominianism. Paul appears^ at first sight, ani 
without closer examination, to differ so far from^ames, that even^ 
Luther once regarded the epistle of James as an epistle " of straw." 
Just so in the matter before us. We have been the greater part 
of our life warring against the left-hand extreme-wing ; the doc- 
trine, variously taught, that there is no good reason for withhold- 
ing from the government of the United States our full allegiance 
us the "ordinance of God," or for refusing to avail ourselves of 
the full privileges of citizens by Homologating its Constitution. 
Of course, it was our business then, to gather up, arraijge and de- 
velop the considerations that truth required us to bring to bear 
against that extreme. And we have some reason to believe that 
we did not labor in vain. Our business now, in this and a few 
similar articles, is to vindicate our country from the right-hand 
extreme, that because she has an atheistical Constitution, we may 
not do anything in the way of helping her against the assaults of 
aristocratic men-thieves — against a desperate attempt to destroy 
her in the interest of tyranny and slavery. Of couree we adduce 
now what is favorable in the aspect of the country, and of the 
change going on in it, and endeavor to show that we do not wish 
the country ruined, but reformed : that, as in the case of a drown- 
ing drunkard, we would rescue her that we might see her reformed. 
With these designs we present a series of considerations varying 
much from that which we adduced in the other connection, but 
not by any means opposed to them ; far from it, but altogether 
consistent. 

Hence, what some, perhaps, may regard as strange in our present 
treatment of national questions, we regard as most natural — just 
what it ought to be. If you oppose any right-hand extreme, you 
must run in trains of thought and argument that appear to differ 
from those you use against the opposite extreme. 

6. It has been argued that God means to destroy this govern- 
ment, and that to fight in the present war is consequently to fight against 
God. We do not know that God intends to destroy this nation. 
We know that he has destroyed the slave power which ruled it for 
three-fourths of a century — has destroyed, for the iime^ the blood- 
cemented confederacy between the North and the South — ^has 
consumed in war, perhaps, all the treasure ever acquired by the 
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iccursed but constitutional slave system ; but that he means to 
iesolate this wide and rich land, and that just when it seems about 
to become a land of liberty and peace, we cannot see. If anybody 
has a revelation on that subject he is bound to disclose it, with the 
evidence that it is authentic. Until this comes, or Providence 
frowns more darkly than it does to-day, we will try and hold to 
our belief that the Almighty intends, and did all along intend, to 
smite this nation for its sins, but spare it and reform it. And 
surely we are not chargeable with defection from anything for so 
believing. 

There are some points on which we should have been pleased 
to enlarge ; but we have already far exceeded the bounds we had 
set ourselves, and, in concluding, remark, 

1. We have only barely referred to the oath required on enter- 
ing the army. On this we are aware that all do not quite accord. 
That no oath can be taken which binds to the Constitution is most 
firmly believed among us; but whether the ordinary soldier's oath 
does do so, is not agreed. Our own view is, that it does not, be- 
cause it is not understood by the government to do so ; and, we 
need hardly say, the understanding of the government settles a 
question of this kind. However, there can be no doubt about the 
oath tendered to a commissioned officer, for the Constitution is 
expressly mentioned in it. A Covenanter cannot take this oath. 
He might as well take the oath of naturalization. That all have 
acted consistently in this matter, we wish we could believe. There 
will be, we fear, at the close of the war, a store of grief and sorrow 
on this ground, to be unlocked ; for such an oath will surely lie 
leavy upon the conscience of every true son of the church. 

2. We also fear that there will arise from the course of events 
luring the war, a disposition, in some minds, to look more lenient- 
y than truth and right warrant, upon the sins of the nation, and 
especially upon the defects of the Constitution. Against this we 
vould extend a solemn admonition and warning. While we would* 
lave the nation saved from destruction at the hand of the fanatical 
inemies of human freedom, we would not close our eyes, and hope 
lO one will, upon her God-dishonoring sins ; we would remember 
hat even yet — while she often speaks of God — she does not give 
:lory to the Christ of God, lest she offend the blaspheming Jew ! 
r disturb the nerves of the infidel! We would remember that 
''ork is yet to do — much work — ere this great nation shall take 
:s place under the banner of Messiah, the rrince. 

3. We regret, on many grounds, that we are compelled to 
ccupy the time in settling questions of intestine strife that should 
B employed in working for the reformation of the land. But so 

has nearly ever been among Covenanters. Since Bothwell 
ridge there has scarcely been a day when their strength was . 
illy united. And, if any concurrence of circumstances has ever 
iened the way to more effective work, the adversary has shorn 
S by divisions and feuds, of a large proportion of our strength, 
ach a time this seemed to be. A favorable door was opening — 
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was opened ; but a side call is made upon our strength, to waste it. 
Still, even this call must be answered; and we have this great 
comfort, that if we are given over to consume our vigor upon each 
other, there will be others raised up to carry forward Christ's 
banner. Some have been raised up already ; others were raised 
up to maintain the standard of liberty for the colored race, when 
a generation ago we were sleeping, or were wrangling over the 
question, whether we must work alone or do nothing. Hence, 

4. We review the ground hopefully. It is a great work that is yet 
to be done, but see what has been done ! Compare this day with fonr 
years ago ! There is no comparison. Everything, almost, is con- 
trast. As to liberty, we already hear the trumpet of jubilee be- 
ginning to resound throughout the length and breadth of the 
land ; enemies are ashamed, and hide their heads. There begin to 
be heard in the ecclesiastical and political ^eavens, voices calling 
upon the nation to own the Lord and his Christ. Responses begin 
to be heard. We may labor hopefully, should prav earnestly; 
and, with what our eyes behold, can wait patiently until the 
glorious advent, in his kingdom and in his power, of Him whose 
right it is — when He shall take the kingdom and possess the king- 
dom forever and ever. ' J. M. \^. 
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ON AN ARTICLE IN THE MARCn NO. OF THE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN AND COVBNANTIE, 
ENTITLED "THE TIMES AND OUR DUTIES." 

In the history of the world strange revolutions have sbmetimes 
occurred. Monarchies and empires that dictated law to the na- 
tions have, in the lapse of time, lost their vigor and renown, and 
^been themselves put under the feet of the conqueror. Govern- 
*ments of comparative excellence and freedom have been thrust 
out by, and given place to hateful tyrannies and despotisms. 
Even the churches of Christ have become synagogues of Sa- 
tan. And we are reminded that we need not be too much aston- 
ished when we find the pages of a magazine accustomed to 
defend the distinctive principles of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church filled with an insidious attempt to ridicule and destroy 
them. 

Where are we? Whither are we tending? In reading such an 
article as the one to which we refer above, one becomes bewilder- 
ed, and in amazement is almost ready to turn back to the cover 
of the pamphlet for the purpose of ascertaining if he has not 
committed a mistake, and taken up, instead of the Reformed Pres- 
byterian and Covenanter J the publication of some avowed enemy of 
the church. The tone, and bearing, and general character of this 
paper will, we think, certainly excite among genuine Covenanters, 
feelings not merely of surprise, but also of apprehension and 
alarm. • 
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Truly like Ephraim of old we are "oppressed and broken in judg- 
ment ;" and for the same reason, "because we willingly walk after 
the commandment.'* "Coming events cast their shadows be- 
fore;*' and if the whole tendency and design of the article by J. 
M. W. be not to prepare the church for an open abandonment of 
her position and testimony, for coalescing and identifying with 
the nation and the churches, then we have entirely mistaken its 
character and object. 

It is not our design to follow the Professor very minutely 
through the labyrinths of his argument. We propose to consider 
only me salient points, the leading propositions. And if we suc- 
ceed in showing that his fundamental principles are wrong, the 
whole superstructure reared upon that basis must necessarily fall 
to the ground. 

We notice at the very outset, and in the introduction of his ar- 
ticle, an unwarranted and incorrect statement of what the Confed- 
erates are attempting in this war. J. M. W. tells us, "They as- 
sailed — not the infidelity of the country, or of the Constitution, 
nor the pro-slavery element of either, not anything in either, offen- 
Bive to God, and to godly and far-seeing men — ^but the free ele- 
ment and free spirit and purpose of the nation.'* (page 66.) Now, 
whatever may have been the impelling motive, it is certain they 
assailed and rejected the entire Constitution ; the good and bad 
alike. They cast it off as a whole, and refased submission to its 
authority. 

On the other hand, it is equally certain that the North has, first 
and last, declared its purpose in taking up arms to be to defend 
and maintain the Constitution — to re-establish its authority over 
those portions of the land that had cast it off. And the President 
still proclaims that the refractory and insurgent inhabitants of 
those districts can at any moment have peace by returning to their 
allegiance under the Constitution. The proposed amendments to 
the Constitution form no part, and in the very nature of the case, 
can ffirrm no part of the object of this war. God can and does 
bring good out of that which is in itself wholly evil. He brought 
good out of* the crucifixion of Christ — ^yet that did not warrant 
any one in taking part in that crucifixion. He lias brought good 
out of all the persecutions to which the church has ever been sub- 
jected — ^yet that has afforded no justification of any of those who 
took part in those persecutions. So with this war. God has 
brought good, and doubtless will bring more good out of it. Yet 
little thanks to the nation, which "meaneth not so, neither doth its 
heart think so.** The providence of God, true, overrules the war 
for good — ^yet wrong in fact, and wrong in purpose. Covenanters 
are entirely unjustifiable in taking any voluntary part in it. 

The Professor says, in defining the different positions occupied 
yy members of the church, on the controversy that has arisen 
imongstus: "There are others who, while maintaining in refer- 
mce to the Constitution the same position as ever, can see no in- 
^Dsistencj between this^ and aiding their country in ita good ^ur- 
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pose to prevent, if it can, the establishment of jperpe/tttrf slavi 
within the territoiy which the nation has claimed and held.' 
(page 67.) Now we would ask, when, ichere, by what auOioriiy \m 
it ever been announced that "the good purpose of the country in 
this war was to prevent the establishment of perpetual slaveiy, 
&c.?" We insist that it is the province of the nation to declare 
its own purpose ; and that the nation, in every way possible to it, 
has again and again authoritatively made known that in entering 
upon and prosecuting this war, it cherishes no such purpose. The 
one purpose, the single end and aim of the nation as still an- 
nounced by itself, is the defense and maintenance of the ConstituixQU. 
Believing as we do, yea, more, knowing as we do, from the uniform 
and repeated declarations of the Government itself, that the Pro- 
fessor attributes to the nation such a design without any shadow, 
of right or authority whatever, we are constrained to regard his 
allegajtions on this point as mere arrogant, unfounded assumptions, 
admitting of no more satisfactory explanation than that such al- 
legation was necessary for the purposes of his argument. The 
simple, naked truth, that this war was originally waged, and is still 
carried on, for the defense and maintenance of that which the 
Covenanter has uniformly dissented from, and protested against as 
immoral, might shock the members of the church, might lead 
them to shrink back, as too glaringly inconsistent, from that al- 
liance in arms with the nation, without which the Professor thinks 
we cannot perform our duty either to God or man. 

Let it be observed that the proposed amendments to the Consti- 
tution have nothing whatever to do with the determination of the 
question, What is the purpose of the nation in this war? tmlesg 
it be held that the war was entered upon, or at least is now carried 
on, for the purpose of securing these amendments; which, we pre- 
sume, will not be pretended. It is proposed to accomplish the 
desired changes in the Constitution by other methods. Admit- 
ting, then, the principle of policy proclaimed in the proposed 
amendments to be, "The Constitution free, and no Union *exoept 
a free one,*' yet it must not be forgotten that it forms no part of 
the purpose of this nation to carry this policy into effect by means 
of the war. This is most obvious from the public declaration of 
the President so often reiterated, that were the insurgents to lay 
down their arms and return to their allegiance under the Constitn- 
tion, the war would immediately cease — the Constitution being not 
yet free, and the Union not yet a free one. 

But to come immediately to the propositions on which the 
Professor rests his cause and bases his advocacy of the right and 
duty of Covenanters now to associate in arms with the nation, he 
says : 

^' First, We have, as a church, distinctly sanctioned joining the armies of 
our country."— (R. P. and C, March No. 1865, page 67.) 

We would not cpntrovert the statement that a kind of sanction 
was given by the churc^ to beatiiig o? arxxva ytl AiJ[i<i %«rdRft q£ iWa 
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tion. But the whole course of the Professor's remarks goes to 
ow that his de3ign is to have it understood that the church long 
ice authoriiaiivelt/ and judicially sanctioned joining the armies of 
e country. 

This we at once meet with a positive and emphatic denial ; and 
>mand the proof. Two paragraphs from the Historical Part of 
le Testimony are furnished, as follows : 

" Reformed Presbyterians generally thought it their duty to aid in the de- 
nse of their country, as they believed there was just cause ibr the declaration 
■ war." 

'*A spirit of patriotism was manifested among Reformed Presbjterians in 
1 iheir congregations. While they refused to bind themselves in sinful 
iths, they were willing to expend their property, employ their influence, and 
4 their lives in defense of their country." 

We reply, this evidence is entirely inadequate to establish the 
nth of the proposition ; for, 

1. It is only an inference that the views and practice of Cove- 
anters, as alluded to in these extracts, were approved. The infer- 
lee might be, and to make the historical testimony consistent with 
«elf, must be: "In thus manifesting the\v patriotism, however, 
ley erred ; inasmuch as it is alike inconsistent with the Word of 
tod, and the principles, practice and testimony of the Covenanted 
Ihurch, for her members to associate in arms with known enemies 
f truth and godliness." 

2. What is the value of the testimony produced ? It will be ob- 
erved, it is merely an incidental allusion, in a historical narrative, 
D the views and practice of individuals in the church, in 1812 — a 
lirrative that certifies us on its very face, that it is not to be re- 
;arded as "an article of faith." It is freely admitted that there 
le judicial acts referred to in the historical testimony that are ar- 
icles of faith — ^to be received as terms of communion. But in 
he present instance no acts of the kind are alluded to. It is not 
iven pretended that anything of the kind exists. It must be there- 
ore very disingenuous to introduce such a narrative, as affording 
lie requisite proof that the Qhurch has "distinctly sanctioned join- 
ag the armies of our country. 

On the other hand, we have statute after statute, enactment af- 
nr enactment, declaration after declaration, and testimony after tee- 
imony, in which, in the period of the church's greatest purity and 
ighest attainments, and all along the line of her subsequent histo- 
ry military associations with known enemies of truth and godliness 
re authoritatively emphatically condemned and testified against 
a proof of this statement, we refer, as specimens, to the Solemn 
teague and Covenant — Acts of Qen. Ass. of the Church of Scot- 
and, July 25, 16^8; July last, 1648; July 20, 1649; July 27, 
849— and, Act, Declaration and Testimony of 1761, pgges 68, 77, 
68, 165 ; and for a further view of the testimony on this point, to 
.pamphlet now before the church, entitled, "The testimony of 
he Church respecting Military Aesociations, &c., with the wicked 
^d profane. " 
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And further, we aflS.rm, no part of- these statutes, or of this 
testimony, has ever been repealed.' So far as we are aware, not a 
scrap of authoritative adjudication or formal judicial action is any- 
where to be found setting them in any degree aside. Absolutely 
nothing, so far as we know, of a judicial character that even look 
in that direction, save a repudiated act of 1812. 

And we confidently affirm, that up till the commencement of 
the present war, the church stood uncommitted to any such suici- 
dal policy. To testify against and dissent from a system as immoral 
and at the same time voluntarily take up arms to defend, establish 
and perpetuate it, is to take up a position so monstrously inconsist- 
ent and absurd that it cannot be, and ought not to be, permanent- 
ly occupied. For the church judicially to sanction joining the 
armies of this nation, as at present constituted ; to settle down 
upon that principle, and practice accordingly, would, we maintain, 
amount to both a theoretical and practical repudiation of her entire 
principles and testimony on this very important point, at least 
down to the year 1812. Now,^these things being so, it is rather 
too much to be told that the judicial deeds of our fathers, enacted 
after long and earnest and prayerful deliberation in times that 
tried men's souls, and a^ain and again solemnly ratified and cour 
firmed as agreeable to the Word of God, the covenants and prin- 
ciples of the witnessing church, are all set aside, without any cU- 
rect consideration, without any judicial action, by a mere paragraph 
in a historical narrative, which does not at the time appear to have 
challenged the attention of anybody ; and which perhaps escaped 
challenge for the reason that it is found in a narrative that did not 
even pro/655 to fix the faith of the church in anything. 

But the above paragraphs, we are informed, were "written by 
one who has some name as an intelligent and faithful Covenanter- 
Rev. Dr. James R. Willson.*' True, let honor be rendered to whom 
honor is due. Let it, however, be borne in mind that the question 
of association in arm^ with the nation, was not in controversy in 
1883. Further, that the writer of these paragraphs had no^ in 
1834, this question directly before him for examination and dis- 
cussion. He makes merely a passing allusion to the opinions and 
practice of certain members of the church in 1812, from which the 
inference is drawn favorable to joining with the armies of the 
country. At . a happier moment, when he had the subject di- 
rectly before him, and more in accordance with the fiiith and prac- 
tice of the church, this same Rev. Dr. James R. Willson wrote as 
follows : 

•* After all, Protestants did not act according to God's latOj nor, of conrse, 
for their own good, to join their arms with those of Popish Austria. Auoda- 
lion in arms with maJignants always harms the people of Ood" 

Speaking^f Archibald, Earl of Argyle, his arrest, imprison- 
ment, escape; flight to Holland, and expedition for the deliverance 
of Scotland, Dr. Willson says : 

^'HewM formally receiyed in the Lra Oranittot^ uki with a few othtr Be- 
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ormcd Presbyterian exiles, collected a small army and fleet for the purpose of 
Qaking a descent on Scotland, I^efore his arrival, he made application to the 
Jovenanters of Britain to aid him in his enterprise. The subject was laid be- 
'ore their correspondent meeting, and through the influence of Mr. Kenwick 
md other officers of the church, all co-operation with him was withheld. * 
* ♦ Tn a letter to Mr. Kobert Hamilton, dated 1685, May 13th, he, 
Etenwick, gives the reasons of their resolution not to co-operate with Ar- 
5yle. * 1 have seen,' says he, * also your animadversions upon the association, 
inth which I agree ; for I look upon it as a Cromwellian and Bothwellian com- 
pound.' The doctrine of the Covenanters, in relation to the use of arms in 
self-defense, was that the people of God may not associate in war with those 
who refuse to embrace the whole doctrine of the church. They thought also 
that men immoral in their deportment, ought not to be intrusted with the de- 
fense of the church of Ood. It had been the object of theSeottish Covenanters 
irhen they held the reins of the Government, to purge the artny of corrupt 
men. They judged very wisely that men who go into the field of battle, 
should be prepared by a holy life, for giving up their account with joy and not 
irith grief. They had seen tne Lord's cause betrayed by Gen. Monk ; and they 
*emembered . the defeat of the army of Israel before the walls of Ai, because 
Lhere was an Achan in the camp. Argyle, by his proclamation, had made 
room in his ranks forin dependents, and others who embraced but a very small 
part of the covenanted uniformity, and had they connected themselves with an 
enterprise so latitudinarian, they thought there was no reasonable ground to 
hope that success in arms would have secured a prevalence of that holy cause 
for which they were suffering ' the loss of all things.' With so popular a no- 
bleman as the Earl at the head of the undertaking, with so ample territories as 
those of Argyle, and with the known attachment of his vassals to the chief of 
their clan ; and, considering the extreme tyranny of the house of Stuart, and 
their utter destitution of good faith, it was thought probable, that, could the 
Covenanters be induced to join this standard, success would-be almost certain. 
But they preferred sufferings and a good conscience, to any compromitment of 
the Lord's cause."— History of K. P. Church, pages 181, 268, &c. 

Dr. Willson here states the doctrine of the Covenanters with re- 
gard to military associations, and enters into an argument to jus- 
tify its correctness. These passages from the writings of Dr. 
Willson, in which he formalljr discusses this question, are to be 
taken as the expression of his deliberate judgment, rather than 
the other; and just as much determined what the church has author- 
itatively judicially sanctioned as the passages quoted from the his- 
torical testimony. 

The Professor's second argument is: "We all do, or assent to 
the doing of, or have done, acts the same identically in moral . 
character." And he proceeds to make a number of specifications. 
We will at present notice particularly only one of them, viz. the 
payment of taxes ; which, if satisfactorily disposed of, tkere will 
De no difficulty with the others. 

The parent of the tax, levied specifically for the prosecution 
of the existing war, does not differ in principle, as the Professor 
himself admits, from the payment of common, ordinary taxation. 
The war tax is for the support of the war— the war is for the sup- 
port of the Constitution and Government — ^therefore, the war tax 
is for the support of the Oonstitution and Government ; and so of 
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ordinary taxation always. The principle on which common tax- 
ation may be paid by members of the church to immorally consti- 
tuted governments, was long since settled by the church, and writ- 
ten down in her public documents. We extract the following: 

*' The matter of taxes, as to us, has been qualified, limited and explained, bj 
our public ecclesiastical deeds. In the Testimony there is a plain distinction 
made between a free and conscientious payment of taxes to lawful moral m- 
for« who are ministers of God for good, and a constrained, forced payment, bj 
mere superior physic*d power. And also between taxes, exacted for the com- 
mon security and protection of the country, without affecting our religion and 
conscience, and those exacted for the express purpose of suppressing the pore 
preaching of the gospel in the fields, as was the case with the additional cess 
in the time of the persecution. There is also a difference between a people 
who are in a state of liberty, having power over their own persons and proper- 
ty, that they may dispose of them according to their best judgment, and a 
people in a state of captivity, who have kings set over them on accoant 
of their sins, that have dominion over their bodies, abd over their cattle, at 
their pleasure. The conclusion to be adduced is, that paying common taxa- 
tion is not sinful.'' 

''The same subject has been further limited and qualified in the explana- 
tion of the Terms of Communion. There it is declared, that we and our zeal- 
ous forefathers are perfectly agreed as to the great leading principle, that it it 
inconsistent for Dissenters to submit to any such things as, strictly speaking, 
imply an approbation of the present Constitutions, or a proper recognizing of 
constituted authorities ; that the taxations which our noble martyrs positively, 
refused to pay, were imposed avowedly for suppressing the very cause which 
they were endeavoring, at the hazard of their lives, to maintain. This 
brought the matter closely home to their consciences, as faithful witnesses for 
Christ and his persecuted cause. But as no taxations, in our time, are as jet 
imposed for a similar purpose, it is surely pushing the matter too far to con- 
sider the brave yielding unto them for wrath's sake as necessarily involving a 
contradiction to the martyrs' testimony. While wedo not find the general na- 
tional burden demanded as any proof of our loyaltgr, nor for suppressing the caoM 
which we are endeavoring, through grace, to maintain, we cannot consider oll^ 
selves as convicted of inconsistency; though we are obliged to allow that 
those who are set oyer us have dominion over our bodies, and over our cattle, 
and we are in great distress." (Appendix to Explanation of Terms of Com- 
munion, page 6.) 

*< Further, they" (the Presbytery) " testify against a direct and active, free 
and voluntary paying of tribute and other dues, unto such" (i. e. anti-soriptural, 
immoral governments) '^ and that for conscience sake, as unto the ordinance 
of Qod, according to his precept, and particularly when these duties are re- 
quired as a tessera of loyalty to such ; or when required as an evidence of a 
person's action contributing to the accomplishment of some wicked action, ex- 
pressly declared to be the immediate end of the imposition." "^ "^ 

<'It follows that their" (the Covenanters) << state is that of an oppressed 
people, in passive subjection to a conquering power, whose duty it is to wait 
with patience upon Israel's God for his return to revive his work, and reeall 
the bondage of Zion. And while they are to take care to do nothing that 
justly implies their consent to the continued opposition made unto the cove- 
nanted reformation^ yet they ought to observe a proper difference between bikI 
actions and things as are necessary, and in themselves jnst and lawful, by a 
man] obligatioD, and those that axe not lo. ka ^^^ V)%\2«««Gk iWt mhiA 
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ctDDot be had, nor the value or eqoivaleDt of it, unless the person actually 
pre it ; and that which may be obudned, whether he actually contributed to 
It or not. Most applicable to this our present concUtion, are the words of the 
Levites, expressing the distressed state of Israel, which they had brought them- 
lelves into by their sins — as recorded by Neh. 9 : 36, 37." Old Scot. Tea., 
pages 163, 164, 165. 

This is the deliberately chosen position of the church, and ex- 
presses the principle upon which Covenanters paid their ordinary 
taxation, three-quarters of a century after the persecution had 
ceased ; and, a« we suppose, the principle upon which all genuine 
Covenanters have paid common taxation to immorally constituted 
governments ever since. 

Thomas Henderson, writing in the year 1819, in his Introduction 
to the Auchinaaugh Renovation of the Covenants, says: 

'^ The members of our Church have never, since the revolution, paid tribute 
Dir stipend, as a matter of right, to the nation's rulers, civil or ecclesiastical ; 
but under protestation that they had no other title to them than what the su- 
perior strength of a majority gives over a minority, when nothing respecting 
religion is concerned. Mr. Hale, prolocutor of the Westminster Assembly, 
answers an objection similar to what may be stated against this. This pay- 
meot is taken, and will be used to an evil end. ' But,' says he, ' that is be- 
yond my deliberation, and not in my power to present. It will not be avoided 
by putting them to force it from me, but rather more gain will accrue to them 
if 1 stand out.' " 

I shall here add the opinion of the oldest reverend father in our 
church, when an objection was made, in the year 1796, respecting 
the inconsistency between Auchinsaugh Bond and our Testimony, 
concerning the paying of taxes. Says he : 

" The Presbytery equally (as Auchinsaugh people) disapprove of the Con- 
stitution as Erastian and. anti-covenanted, and of whatever in its own nature 
implies a real acknowledgment of them (t. e., the rulers,) as lawful : but they ' 
do not think that submitting to public burdens, even though oppression laid 
upon a people in common by a prevailing power, amounts to any. more than a 
passiye acknowledgment that might is on the side of the oppressor, &o." 
(page 13.) 

If such payment of taxes do not belong to the class of actions 
that may, without sin, be done for wrath's sakCy but would be sin- 
ful if done voluntarily and for conscience sake, we are at a loss to 
conceive, and will the Professor he pleased to inform us what does? 

The Professor tells us what he hopes tie would do in a supposed 
casd^ in taking joyfully the spoiling of his, goods, (page 68.) 
And as he here institutes a comparison between himself a^d those 
from whom he differs in judgment, and challenges scrutiny into 
personal consistency, we may be allowed to say, we question 
whether his practice would bear investigation if brought to the 
test of his own principle. Did he not frequently denounce the late 
Mexican war as a sinful, wicked one ? And yet, did he not, both 
directly and indirectly, pay taxes appropriated to the carrying on 
of that war, and to the liquidation of the debt incurred by its 
prosecution ? And bo of the Florida war. 
10 
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Be this as it may, it is certain, the Professor's declaration thrt 
the paying of taxes to an immorally constituted government is an 
act uleniical in moral character with military association with it ; is in 
direct collision with, and opposition to, the deliberately formed, 
and carefully expressed judgment of the church, acting judicially, 
in 1761. We find the church at that time pointedly and emphati- 
cally testifying against military associations with immoral, anti- 
scriptural governments, by enlisting and bearing arms in their 
service, as an act "which in its own nature contains and expresses 
a proper and explicit acknowledgment of the lawfulness of their 
iniquitous authority;" while they only testify against "a direct 
. and active, free and voluntary paying of tribute and other dues 
unto such, and that for conscience sake, as unto the ordinance of 
. God, according to his precept. 

There is, however, an aspect in which the payment of money to 
a government irrespective of its character, may, we presume, law* 
fully be free and voluntary, viz. in so far as it is simply a quid 
pro quo — a return for service rendered and benefits conferred. 

The payment of taxes to immoral governments in the manner 
^ pointed out in the documents cited above, and military associa- 
tions with them, are acts then not identicaly but toiatty differmi in 
moral character ; and have long, if not always, been so regarded 
by the church. Hence we are in no degree convicted of incon- 
sistency, though we pay the one and refuse the other. With the 
other specifications of the Professor under this argument, we ap- 
prehend no one will have any difiiculty. W. M. 

CoBcliuion in next nnmber. 
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8YKIA MISSION. 

LETTBR FBOM REV. B. J. DODDB. 

Latakitbh, Jan. 27, 1865. 

Dear Brethren — I should feel much ashamed that I have not 
yet written to you of the death of our dear native brother Ham- 
mud, were I not fully concious that the delay has been unavoida- 
ble : unless I had confined myself to a short notice of the painful 
event, which I could not do. Still I regret it, and I conjjess I 
owe an apology to you and to the church. 

At the time that he died I waslworn out with watching and 
anxiety, and after we had committed his remains to t!he dust, the 
reaction from three months of intense anxiety left me for a i^time 
quite unnerved. Our dear brethren the Beatties and Metheniea 
arrived on the day of his funeral, and we had all to huddle up in 
our not very spacious house for about ten days. Our insatiable 
appetite for their company, indeed, made this a great privilege; 
but it did not the less — in connexion with the sickness of domes- 
tics at the time, the charge of Hamtau^L^ iHvo>iiaT,\i\iok!WQL ^thgAef 
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md helpless with sciatic pains, and a multitude of congratulatory 
Mils from the people of the town — make it impossible for me to 
sit down and write a letter. Then came our moving into a new 
house — in which it is our privilege to board Dr. Metheny and his 
fiEunily — and all that fitting up and furnishing which is necessaiy 
on going into a new house m this country, with much sickness 
Btillfor two weeks among the servants, and many calls from the 
natives to *' bless'* the flitting, and a steadily growing practice for 
the Doctor, consuming much of Mr. Seattle's time and mine — but 
more of mine than of his, on account of the Doctor's being in our 
house — interpreting between the Doctor and his patients — and 
within the last two weeks our youngest child has had a rathec se- 
vere turn of fever, from which she is now, however, convalescing. 
bx short, for the last month we have hardly had time to eat and 
»leep; and now at last I have to sit up all night to write the letter 
that I have all along wished to write, because I can wait no longer 
— although it is some relief to know that you have already heard 
the main facts of the case by private letters from brothers Beattie 
and Metheny. 

Hammuddied on the evening of Saturday, the 17th of December 
last, a few days more than four years from the date of his baptism. 
His sufferings were great, but he bore them with Christian fortitude 
and patience. His disease was pulmonary consumption, but we 
were not certain that such was its character till within about a 
month of his death. Dyspepsia had been undermining his health 
for about a year. In the autumn — I think in the early part of 
September — he had, while at home in the mountains, an attack of 
something which I believe was pneumonia, which for want of 
proper treatment passed into the chronic form, and which at some 
period — I cannot tell when — threw him into a consumption of the 
membranous type. He lay sick with us for about three months. 
He had a comfortable room in the' school house, and his aged 
mother was with him all the time, day and ni^ht, except for about 
two weeks at the first. He was attended all the time by the best 
medical practitioner in town, who visited him, I think, every day, 
and on many days twice. About the middle of his illness we 
bad an opportunity of gettina^ the opinion of a Hungarian physi- 
cian, who happened to be here in attendance on the Turkish 
troops, and later — about three weeks before his death — the opinion 
'of Dr. Pratt, physician to the American mission of the American 
Board to the north of us, who providentially passed through the , 
town at that tinie. Both of them approved of the course of treat- 
ment followed by the physician who was in attendance on him. 
Nothing within our reach which might promote his recovery or 
his comfort was neglected. But in vain ; it was not the Lord's 
will that he. should be left with us. 

From the time that he last came down from the mountains he 
seemed to have a presentiment that his end was near, and yet it 
was not till after Dr. Pratt pronounced on his case that he felt all 
prospect— I can hardly call it hope — of reooyety to b^ ^xsi.^ ^^. 
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But he never shrank from the prospect of death. The only 
regret which he appeared to feel was on account of the part- 
ing with some whom he loved, leaving his mother bo helpleas 
and comfortless, and being called away from the work (in which 
he took so much delight) of making known to the poor Fellahin 
the unsearchable riches of Christ; but he was at the last enabled 
to commit all with perfect confidence into the hand of God, and 
fully and comfortably to realize that God could and would take 
care of his mother and carry on the work of evangelization in the 
mountains, without his help; and that the parting with the friends 
whom he mostly prized was but for a moment, to be followed 
by a happy meeting in a better land. During the whole of his 
illness I was frequently by his bed-side — mostly once a day, fre* 
quently two or three times — reading the Scriptures, praying and 
talking with him as his strength could bear it These interviews, 
I think, were both pleasant and profitable to both of us. He al- 
ways spoke freely and chieerfully of the probable issue of his ill- 
ness, and often expressed a longing for the heavenly rest. He 
took his leave of us all very aflfectionately a few hours before he 
died. I was not present at the moment of his death. I had been 
with him all day fasting, and gone home in the evening to take 
some refreshment, and before I got back his spirit had flown, 
Those who were present say that a few minutes before he died his 
countenance opened into a pleasant laugh, which it was very refresh- 
ing to see after the agonies he endured through the day. It may 
have been merely a spasmodic movement of the muscles, unconnec- 
ted with thought or consciousness. Be that as it may, his mother 
believes it to have been an intelligent laugh, and it has impressed 
her with a deep conviction that his latter end was peace and hap- 

f)ines8. He was buried the next day (Sabbath, 18th Dec), in our 
ittle grave-yard — the fourth person who has been committed to 
its dust. His funeral, although the day was rainy and disagrees- 
ble, was well attended, and catled together the most intelligent and 
respectable part, especially of the youth, of Latakiyeh. You may 
well suppose that our dear brethren arriving just after the funeral 
was over, were overwhelmed with grief at the unexpected intelli- 
gence of his departure. For my own part, I can say that I have 
never felt so much sense of bereavement in any other deattf out- 
side of my own immediate family; which, however, is much r^ 
licved by the perfect confidence which I feel that he has taken his 
place in the assembly of the just, and is now gazing on the glory of 
that Saviour of whose redeeming love he had for years cherished 
BO lively and so sanctifying and ennobling an appreciation. 

Hammud was altogether a remarkable man. He was endowed 
with an acute, penetrating mind, an eagerly inquisitive disppsition, 
a well balanced judgment, and great patience for mental labor. He 
was of a mild quiet spirit ; fond of argument; patient of opposition; 
deferential to the innocent usages of society, but uncompromising 
in withstanding whatever he believed to be wrong. He was ready 
to confeBS Christ in any company aw^ m vocj \ft^i^%^Q^^ and never 
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he professed himself a Christian did he shrink from the ob- 
' of the cross. I never knew one who more steadily and con- 
itly aimed at perfection, or more scrupulously shunned every 
trance of evil. I should say that I never knew any one so 
. so, only that I fear it might be interpreted as an exaggera- 
)y those who did not know him as I did. My companions in 
iission would consider it no exaggeration. He gained large 
B from the missionaries and native Christians with whom he 
Qe acquainted on his visit to Beirut; and any of them who- 
d our place, if it were but for a few days, soon marked him 
'ou ng man of more than ordinary promise. Even his enemies 

evil thing to say against him. The worst and only offense 
my Nusairi could charge him with, was that he left their re- 

and became a Christian. There was nothing in his beha- 
to furnish a hold by which calumny could fasten on him. 

do not know that ever he was assailed with it It is not 
n exactly when he was converted ; but I do not think that 
id any instrumentality in it, whatever we may have had in 
ing him up in the divine life. I am inclined to think that 
leans of the saving change was the truth stored up in his 
by Mr. Lyde's teaching long before we came, and a serious 
jssion maae on his mind by the intelligence of Mr. Lyde's 
, which deeply and salutarily affected his mind and heart ; 
have a strong hope that his own death will, by the grace of 
be in like manner blessed to others, I have reason to be- 
that he had experienced the new birth a long time before he 
baptized. But whenever or however the change was 
jht, it was the work of that Spirit whose movements are like 
and which bloweth where it listeth, and his salvation (of 
1 1 feel quite as sure as I do of the salvation of any man I 
cnew,) is such a triumph of sovereign grace as mightily en- 
ges us to hope that our labor will not be in vain in the Lord, 
leed the first fruits of our tillage is laid up in the heavenly 
r, as we cannot doubt that it is, we cannot but have a har- 
n due time if we faint not. 

3 prospects of the Mission from the general appearance of 
3 was never so encouraging as now. I have neither time nor 
to specify in detail — nor indeed are there details that seen 
xtely would appear of any considerable importance — but I 
nention that since the return of Mr. Beattie and the coming 
'. Metheny our audiences on Sabbath are sensibly improved, 
riy there is more sign than formerly of the working of the 

1 in the town, and for the greater part of the past year do 
early so much as formerly shrink from being approached 
:he gospel message. Another favorable circumstance is that 
wicked people, as I have reason to believe, when Mr. Beat- 
ent away a year and a half ago, thought it was the be- 
ig of the breaking up of the mission, and that after a decent, 
wrould elapse I would go too, and then they would be rid of 
d that I was lying when I told them M.r. B«i«Ltt\^ ^^ ^ ^orai^ 
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back ; and now when he has not only returned but brought anoth- 
er family with him, they are utterly confounded, and feel that thwr 
malicious hopes are giving way. The Doctor's support, too, if 
present appearances do not prove delusive, will not be much of a 
Durdfen to the church, and even if it should it will be well worth 
while to bear it, for a skillful physician among such a people 
reigns like a prince. Besides, you know how much influence and 
power a man gains over others by having possession of their s^ 
crets ; and the Doctor's practice, and our interpreting for him, are 
bringing us acquainted with many of the hidden thmgs of Lata- 
kiyeh; and truly our town i^ like Israel of old, "from the sole of 
the foot even unto the head there is no soundness in it, but 
wounds and bruises and putrefying sores; they have not been 
closed, neither bound up, neither mollified with ointment" — aad 
amon^ them is many a loathsome sore that they would not Kke 
American missionaries to know about. 

We are all well and in good spirits. All join in love to each 
and all of you. Peace be on you from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ, by the gracious working of the Divine Com- 
forter. On behalf of the Mission. 

Yours, in the Gospel, R. J. Dodds. 

LETTER fROM REV. J. BEATTIS. 

L4TAKITIH, March 20tli, 1866. 

, Dear Brethren — ^Tou have probably learned ere this, that mv 
tardiness in writing you, has not been occasioned by any deartii 
of news, nor has it, I may say — though the presence of the Dr. 
. here has trebly increased our labors — been strictly owing to a 
want of time ; it has been chiefly due to a heaviness of feelinff 
growing out of our common sorrow — the death of dear Hammud 
— making letter writing irksome. Some items are agreeable and 
cheerfully committed to paper, because we know the reader will 
be pleasantly affected by them, while others are not only painful 
and disagreeable to communicate, but so exercise and depress the 
mind as to unfit it for discoursing of even matters of more pleasing 
interest. The latter has been the effect of that dear brother's 
death on me. It enters into all my thoughts and gives cast to all 
my feelings — a melancholy cast of desolation and bereavement at 
the early and unexpected removal of one in whom so many hopes 
were centred. Hammud filled a large place in our Mission, and 
deservedly so. He was a rare young man, both as to talent and 

f)iety, and with a naturally amiable disposition rendered doublj 
ovely by the sweet influence of the Spirit of God ; he was a pre- 
cious companion. It was both pleasant and profitable to be in his 
society, and the thought that that privilege is never again to be 
enjoyed in time, ever darkens the memory with the gloom of the 
sad event. What a mysterious dispensation ! How utterly opposed 
to all our purposes and plans. We had built lofty expectations on 
the future services of this young disciple; but, alas! they have 
crumbled and fallen to the dust. Tru\y VStodi <^ "^ vj^ «c^ TiftV ^& wet 
wajs, nor his thoughts as our thowgYvta. 
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We were not in time to see Hammud die, nor to attend his fu- 
neral, which took place the afternoon of bur arrival ; but we were 
not too late to cheer the drooping spirits of Mr. and Mrs. Dodds, 
who greatly needed the sympathy of friends in such an hour. 
1%ere was ndercy in all this, illustrating the divine wisdom in not 
permitting us to remain in England, when our presence and help 
.were needed in Latafciyeh. It does not appear, as was appre- 
hended, that this death has unfavorably affected the mission, even 
amon^ the Fellahin. His father spoke against the mission at the 
time, but his talk was only for effect — to bring reproach on us and 
our work— -^w he disliked Hammud, and persecuted him for his re- 
ligion while he lived. 

There is no evidence that our influence among the mountaineers 
has been diminished* The boys who were with us while Hammud 
lived have not been frightened away by his death — they wisely re- 
main, with others who have since been admitted, making five STu- 
sairiyeh scholars in all, besides. Usef, the teacher, and Zahara^ 
Hammud's betrothed, who still remains in Mr. D's. family. 
Indeed the Fellahin instead of being alienated ^rom, are rather in- 
clined toward us at present, from motives of policy. They desire 
above all things protection from the oppression of the government, 
and to secure this, would almost consent to anything. They 
would be Christians, regardless of creed or name, could they escape 
the conscription by it. This state of things will most probably in- 
crease the applications for admission into our schools, and thus 
good may result from it. We had thought, at your suggestion, to 
rebuild the house in B'hamra, and re-open the school in the 
spring;, but the condition of the people in that district of the 
mountain now, does not favor such a work. Their chiefs are at 
war among themselves for leadership, and what interests rulers 
here likewise affects people. As yet nothing further has taken 
place, than that the two parties have assumea toward each other 
a threatening attitude, which it is hoped may prove to be the most 
serious feature in this affair. These disturbances among the Fel- 
lahin, however, no longer disturb us. They are a turbulent and 
blood-thirsty people, and since we have come to know them better, 
we feel no surprise at anything they do, nor none the less confi- 
dent of ultimate success. Amid these seeming adversities, the 
work progresses, and has evidently been doing so for the last year 
and a half. This is learned from the attendance on the Sabbath, 
which after all is the true barometer by which to test the state of 
the missionarv atmosphere. Besides, there seems to be a spirit of 
inquiry prevalent, not peculiar to the town before, and a growing 
disposition especially among the youn^ to throw off the restraints 
of old forms. For example, the Chnstians having any ailment 
have no scruples, at the Dr's. bidding, to do away with their fast- 
ings ; and some we think feign themselves sick, even, to obtain a 
release from this useless observance. May God speed the day 
' when this, with every other such useless service, as here perverted, 
iFjJJ he done away from the church of Christ, and be scorned and 
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rejected by Christians universally. This fasting to which I allnde 
corresponds to Lent among the Catholics, during the continuance 
of which the Christians here eat olive oil. 

The health of the town is better now, and the Dr. is not bo busy. 
He has gone to-day to Kessah to see Mrs. Morgan, the wife of our 
nearest missionary at the north. We are glad to be able to recip- 
rocate, to some extent, the many medical kindnesses we have, 
received from the brethren of the Americafi Board. But a few 
weeks ago, Mr. and Mrs. Dodds went to Tripoli, at the request of 
Dr. Post, now stationed there, and were each presented with a val- 
uable gift in his line of business. Dr. P. is a missionary of the 
American Board, and a dentist. 

Our families are all well and have enjoyed the winter pleasantly. 
The Dr. and family have scarcely been here long enough to know 
how they really like it. The dreariness of winter is past, and we 
are just beginning to taste the sweets of spring, when Syria is love- 
liest. Their little child has thus far been remarkably well. ^ 

I must mention one other matter before I close — which will not 
be unexpected — Mr. and Mrs. D*s. return to the United States, 
which perhaps may be this fall. I allude to it now, that we may 
receive an early expression from the Board in regard to it. Mrs. 
B. as also all the other members of the mission, unite in love to 
your respective families. As ever, yours in the gospel. 

On behalf of the mission, ' J. Bbattik. 



NATCHEZ HI8S10II. 

LETTER PROM J. C. K. FARIS. 

Natgbbz, Mi88., April 3d» 1865. 

To the Central Board of Missions — It becomes my duty to in- 
form you again of the progress of our work. Another month has 
flided swiftly by, and has launched us far into the spring seasoa. 
'he vegetation here wears much the same appearance it does in 
the North about the middle of May. The weather will soon be 
so warm as to make labor a toil — especially to those who are not 
acclimated. 

We have just commenced our summer term. According to the 
regulation it will last for twelve weeks, or till the last week in 
* June. Last week all the schools in town and country had vaca- 
tion. 

There was little alteration in the schools during the month, ex- 
cept in the regiment. The changes in the military affairs, and the 
little time the soldiers had for study, made these schools quite ir- 
regular and almost broke them up. They are not included in the 
report this time. The numbers and average in the city schools 
are higher than at any previous report. Efforts have been made 
to secure good discipline in achooV, anfli gc^at '^to^^'w^ \i»a \^«ql 
made in this respect. 
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We feel now that by perseverance, though the material be rude, 
we can have colored schools as well governed as the white schools 
of the North. You might probably suppose that as these 4)eople 
have learned obedience under the iron hand of slavery, they 
would be very tractable. This is true to some extent. They are 
teachable ; but the sullen, forced obedience taught by the whip of 
the slaveholder, has aided the school teacher but little in the work 
of governing the school. As hitherto they have been held by 
wrong motives, we may say that wholesome discipline is almost un- 
known among them. We must begin at the very foundation, and 
teach them obedience from new motives. And if we consider the 
oondition of children in a state of slavery, we will perceive at 
once that they could not be other than ignorant and vicious. 
They are let run wild as an untp^med colt, till they are able to as- 
sist in the field. They are not under the eye of their parents or 
of any one to teach them what is good. They naturally become 
wild — so debased that we might well despair of them as hopeless 
cases, if it were not for the gracious promises of God. They will 
fight, and steal, and curse, and swear, and be exceedingly 
filthy in their language and manners. Slavery has taught them 
to Ucy apparently in all good conscience. Of course this does not 
apply to all, but it is lamentably general ; and this being the case, 
it is no easy matter to know what discipline is suitable to reclaim 
ihem from their vicious habits. But we have abiding faith in the 
ofBicacy of the gospel, in Him^ who came to seek and to save that 
which was lost Already there is a marked change in the appear- 
ance and manners of the pupils. There is still much to annoy, 
but at the sam^ time something to encourage. We may expect a 
work of this kind to progress slowly at first. 

The school on ArnandTia plantation was taught by Miss J. Hoi- 
liday during the month. But she was not able to endure the 
&tigue of such a long walk, and has withdrawn. She is now 
'teaching in town. A way, however, has been opened for Miss R. 
B. Speer to return to her school on White IlalL It would have 
gratilied us much to have retained both places, bat we could not 
well do it at present. 

Our school register shows for the month of March the following 
figures : No. of days taught in the month, 18 ; pupils enrolled, 402 ; 
average attendance, 294; Sabbath school average attendance, 125.' 
Respectfully submitted, J. 0. K. Faris. 



WASHINGTON MISSION. 

LBTTBBS FROM J. 0. BAYLES. 

Washington, April 12th, 1865. 

Messrs. Eds. — We have much to encoumge us in our labors in 
the mission. In this world of sin, we cannot expect everything 
to be as we wiBb it, nor would it be best. Vi^Niia oi ^togt^^ ^^- 
oend greatly upon tiat stand-point fromw\iic\i\,\i^^OT\L\%V\^^^^* 
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There are two classea of people whom I consider in error as 
regards the colored race. Those who think nothing can be done 
with the ne^o, and others who are too sanguine, giving too hij;h 
a place to the emotional spirit with which he is endowed. He k 
emotional in worship, but equally so elsewhere, and as Satan is 
more active in seeking whom he may devour, than Christians seek- 
ing some to save, alas !' the consequences. 

We have an average of 200 in our day school, the lareer part of 
whom we consider a superior class of scholars. We nave large 
Sabbath schools and congregations on the Sabbath. The good 
order of the children on the Lord's day is rather remarkable. 
They sing the Psalms with gusto at all times. They are learning 
to appreciate our orderly and intellectual form of worship, which 
must be obtained before much can be done. An intelligent awd 
experienced colored teacher told me that ^^ order is the first thing, 
to teach the freed people." The children and adults now sing 
David's Psalms when busy about their work ; frequently in pass- 
ing their humble abodes, we are cheered by " The Lord's my Shep* 
herd," sung to some familiar melody. They cannnot understand 
how man can make better songs than God. 

The liberal contributions of clothing, &;c., daring the past winter, 
did much to alleviate suflfering, made us many friends, and con- 
vinced them that we are true friends. In this way also, we have 
procured a library of some 275 volumes, containing much interest- 
ing and profitable reading matter. The Board has manifested 
great interest in the mission, and has facilitated the progress of the 
work by all means within its power. 

Not a few have written to me regarding tBe removal of 
Freedmen to their respective States. ' That this may be accom- 
plished, families must be accepted, who mav not in all instances, 
fill descriptive lists forwarded to us. They desire to see the parties 
with whom they are to reside, generally need assistance, and re* 
quire some one to pilot them to their destination. 

"This is the Lord's doing, it is marvelous in our eyes," seemed 
the nation's response to the "fall of Richmond," as it appeared in 
large letters extending the whole length of the centre portico of 
the Capitol, so plain that a fool could not err therein. This we 
see written every where with regard to this long downtrodden 
people. They universally exclaim with reference to their change 
of condition, " 'Tis the Lord who hath done so much for us !" We 
see it in the emancipation of thousands from the thraldom of 
slavery, in the wake of the nation's triumphant armies, in the nu- 
merous schools which have sprung up as by magic, in haughty 
Richmond's saying "I surrender" to the sable sons of Africa, in a 
colored minister's preaching in the Hall of Representatives during 
the past season, in the nation's new Chief Justice bowing his asseat 
to one upon whom the sun has looJs:ed, as he asks permission to 
plead the rights of men at the bar, in the President and the na- 
tion's leaders declaring that the privileges of the colored maO- 
should be extended. 
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Do these things not tell us, and naay we not hope from the on* 
ward march of civilization, that the straggle for the rights of this 
people will soon be Mxxong the things that were 2 

Yours, J. O, Baylrs. 

WjLgHiNGroii, D. C, March 6, 1685. 

Messrs. Editors — Allow me through your magazine to make 
the following acknowledgments of moneys, &c., received during 
the past winter, for the relief of Freedmen in Washington : 

2 boxes from 1st Congregation, Philadelphia. 
14 " " 2d " ' New York. 

These boxes contained nearly all kinds of new clothing very ex- 
tensive and valuable* Among them several boxes of shoes. 

Gash. 

lit Coogregatioii, Philadelpbia, per Wm. M'Knight, 910 00 

Lew exfreBB on box, $1.50 > »•« $B 45 

2d Congregation, N. Y., perWm. J.Wiggins, for Sab. Sok. Library, 50 00 
Some members of EJortright Congregation, per Rev. E. L. WillBon, 23 50 

Wm. E. Floyd, Cbillicothe, 5 00 

IUt. Dr. Alvord for S. S. Library, 10 00 

J. 0. Batlbs. 



BOARD OF B0BE8T1C MISSIONS— SET. J. 1. M'CABTNEY^S EEPflRT. 

The "Extracts from my Diary" recently published in the mag- 
a)dne, render it nnnecessary, that in submitting my report I should 
do more than simply give a tabular statement of receipts and ex- 
penditures. In doing so, however, I desire to suggest again to 
the Board the propriety and importance of sending one or two of 
the ablest ministers in the church to Britain, on tnis mission. I 
am confident they would meet with considerable success. More 
now than heretofore, inasmuch as the success of Northern arms 
is rapidly turning public sympathies abroad into the true channeL 
It is important, because, Ist It will give them an excellent op- 
portunity for preaching to great multitudes our distinctive prin- 
ciples, and vindicating our position and history in this country. 
2a. It will enable us, by means of extensive missionary operations 
at home, to make known much more generally our distinctive 
principles as a church in our own country. 3d. It will secure us 
the means whereby we can establish and support an institution for 
educating colored students for becoming missionaries among the 
emancipated negroes. This great work lies before the church — 
the greatest work- of the century — a work that will demand 
earnest laborers for a quarter of a century to come. 

Four million negroes are to be lifted up from the physical, mor- 
al and spiritual degradation to which ages of tyranny and oppres- 
sion have sunk them. Who are better suited* iot Xm^^ore. ^^Xt 
jlever, educated men of their own color? CoxvVd. ^^ OcimxcScl ^'ti- 
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gCkge in a better work than this, of selecting from the multitude 
of emancipated negroes, twenty-five, or even fifty, of the most 
promising boys, and educating them thoroughly for the work? 

Here in Northwood are two fine school buildings erected by the 
church, aflfording every facility for an enterprise of this kind 
The community is just such as would encourage such a work 
Already there is at the head of the school, a minister well known 
and tried for his devotion to the interests of this despised and de^ 
graded race, and one who in every way is competent to such au 
undertaking. Though not knowing his views on this point, lam 
persuaded he would heartily favor any wise and judicious plan for 
ameliorating the condition of the colored race. I am confident 
that thousands could be raised for the support of such a school, 
both inside and outside of the church, both at home and abroad. 
I have the most unlimited faith in its success if once undertaken 
vrtth spirit and resolution. And why should not a church, always 
noted for her fidelity to the colored race, not distinguish hersetf 
by some such undertaking ? 

My financial report is herewith respectfully submitted. 

Rev. J. L. M* Cartntyy in account with the Board o/Misiions of the Refomd 
Presbyterian Church among the Freedmen. 
Dr. 
1864. Oct. 25 to Dec. 7, To sundry amounts collected as follows, viz. 

£ * I. i 

Board Mills district, per Rev. G. H. Shanks 6 17 8 

Collected by Mr. Orr Bennett, Board Mills 11 6 

" " Mr. W. Chancellor, Solitude 2 13 8 

Mr. David Ramsey, per Bey. J. D. Houstou 4 

Mr. Wm. Ramsey, ** " " 2 8 

Mr. James Milliken, " Rev. Wm. Russell 2 8 

Mr. Thos. Patterson, « « , 2 8 

Small sums from members of Knockbracken cong., per Dr. 

Houston 1 19 

Grange cong., per Rev. W. Ferguson 12 8 

Mr. Robert M'Connell, per Rev. John Hart 2 

Mr. M'Andless, " '^ 2 

The Misses Hamilton 10 

Ringham & Co ^.... 5 

Mrs. Corbett 3 

James P. Corry, Charles Findley, Robert Workman & Co. and 

Henry Gunning, each, £2 8 

John Coats, John Getty, M. P., Thomas M'Clure, Henry Haw- 
kins, W. Robinson, John Lytle, Major of Belfast, Dunbar & 
Co., Dr. Ritchie, John M'Retrick, W. Dobbin, Mrs. Alexander, 
Rev. Andrew Crawford, C. D. H. Campbell, Rev. George E. 
Stein, Rev. W. Johnson, Dr. H. M. Johnson, D. Hurst, Miss 
Orr, David Musgrave, Rev. Dr. Robson, Rev. Dr. Denham, J. 
Anderson & Co., James Stevenson, W. F. Bigger, Miss Hous- 
ton and Robert Allan, each, £1 '. 26 

J. & J. Cooke 2 

W. Cavin, Mrs. Major Lowry, each, £1 2 O 

A. Black, W. J. Foster, H. Stevenson, Jamea CWV^, fcL. K^«i\.^ 
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bert, Rev. Mrs. Fleming, S. M'Auslin, J. Moore, Mrs. £ s. d. 
lor, Dr. Dalzell, Rev. H. M'Caugh, Rev. J. R. Leslie, 
P. Willson, Mrs. Shaw, Mr. Edgar, H. H. Boyd, R. 
& Co., Joseph Gunning, and a friend and a widow, 

}s 10 10 a 

['Millin and Mrs. Caldwell, each, 12 shillings 1 4 

m 15 

i Ferguson • 40 

in College Street South R. P. Church 7 5 

** Ballyclare " " 2 5 10} 

a Newtownards 19 

in " 16 6 

Strabane Church .- 4 9 

Cookstown, in addition to that acknowl'd elsewhere 3 11 

Belfast.... 2 

man, L. M. Fowler and John Simms, Esqs., each, £1.. 8 

iffeBros 10 

•and Dr. Cooke, each, £1 2 

inn, Mrs. Grier and Mrs. Anderson, 10s. each 1 10 

eorge M' Carter; H. B. Smyth, Thomas C. Britton, Jas. 
on, Thomas Allen, W. M'Corkley, Richard Smythe, 
ixon, Girvan & Co., W. Nevin, Jas. Smith, — . Baul, 
rbison, — . Birkmyre, W. M'Clelland, Joseph Smith, 
I Adair, J. A. Smith, Jos. Dinsmore, David Anderson, 
M'Cormick, L. & J. Derby, John Wilson, S. E. Weir, 
Comb, J. H'Neil, Dr. Armstrong, Rev. J. W. Aiken, 

ichie, and five friends, 5s. each 8 10 

3nds :. 6 6 

lap, 4s., James Wilson, 6s. 4d 10 4 

ackson, Wm. Miller, Mrs. Hamilton, Rev. Geo. Hamel, 
. Kennedy, Wm. Gather, Miss A. Proctor, Miss Jane 

Y and Rev. N. M. Brown, 5s each , 2 6 

ly, 3s. 6d. Mr. Gettes, Ts. 6d., Rev. W. M'Clure, 6s. 17 

le persons, 2s. 6d. each; thirteen, 2s. each; thirteen. Is. 

Ir. Moore and Mr. John Shephard, 3s. each 7 2 6 

ii, of Findley & Co., Belfast ' - - - 

Knox, Aiken, and 2 friends, £1 each 
jPaul 



Collected 2 
in 5 



Manchester, 2 10 

England. 10 

)llections 1 4 10 

mg, Esq., American Consul, 15 pairs cuffs and collars. 



£182 1 



£ f. d 

ly Bill of Exchange 100 00 

'* ** 13 9 5 

!ash to J. Hays Euwer, set to acct. of D. Euwer, Treas. 20 

rinting circulars 6 

" ** and cards 1 12 7 

" papers, use of hall, &c 1 10 

^ostage and stationery 10 

!ar and cab hire 14 

« 1 15 



/ 

158 Board of Bomettio Minmfu. 

^ I. d. 

Oct. Traveling expeDses and board « 8 SO 

Nov. " *' " 10 6 

Dec. 1-7, " *' " 4 5 

Nov. 28. 122 J yds. Hibernia Steam Mills sheeting, @ 8i ^ yrd.* 4 6 11 

Dec. 3. 39 yards brown tweed, @ Is. 4td 2 12 10 

** 70 yards blue-grey linsey, @ 7 Jd 2 6 

<< 6 pair grey blankets, @ 5s. 5d 1 12 6 

« 1 *^ brown " 5 S 

" 1 « « »< 6 5 

*^ Canvass, tarpaulin, expressage, &c 4 

" Balance due the Board 7 15 lO 



$112 54 



£182 1 

De. J, L. M* Cartiuy in account with Board of Missions. 

1865. Jan. To cash on hand, £7 15s. lOd., @ 240 ex |82 54 

15 pairs cuffs, donated by Dr. Young, American 

Consul, sold at 12.00 30 00 

Cr. 
1865. Jan. By duty on goods for Ereedmen, $44.66 in gold, 

pmrchafled at 2.111t. •♦88 10 

Custom house permit 25 

Power of attorney and custom houee stamps 75 

Storage and wharfage at East Boston 1 55 

Packing case, cooperage and cartage 1 17 

Freight to Belle Centre ^. 4 26 

Balance due the Board 16 46 



$112 54 
J. L. M'Cartnbt. 

This Board having learned soon after its constitution in the 
month of August, 1864, that there v^as a reasonable prospect of 
collecting some funds in Gr^at Britain for the use of Freedmen's 
Mission, authorized Rev. J. L, M'Cartney to make the attempt 
He cheerfully accepted the appointment. The result of his labor 
appears in report, read and filed and on our Treasurer's books. 
Therefore, in view of the diligence of Mr. M*Cartney, and of the 
kind and generous reception which he met in Ireland, where only 
he made any effort, owing to the necessary brevity of his stay 
abroad, the Board adopted the following resolutions, viz.: 

1st. That the thanks of this Board be given to Rev. J. !*• 
M'Cartney, for his labors abroad in behalf of our Freedmen's Mis- 
sion Fund, 

2d. That this Board tender its grafeful acknowledgments to ttfc.^ 
friends in Ireland of the cause of the Freedmen's education an^ 
elevation, who have contributed through Mr. M'Cartney for thi 
object. • 

* These goods are now in the hands of the ladies of my congregation, to be ma^^ 
up for the misnion. 

t Our missionary in Washington failed to get an order from the Secretflry of IT^ 

for the entry of these goods free of duty^ because, as he said, they were not for negr» ^ 

under the care of the Qoyernment. They "w w^ tox \\i^ Ti%%co«^ Y&.'^«.\x\i»L^ «.^d t Ka"^ 

ttuderatood they are under Governmeivt caie. ^.\a,'\K^- 
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3d. The Board cannot refrain from the expression in a more 
pecific form, of its sincere thanks to Mrs. Anne Ferguson, of Bel- 
kst, for her lively interest in our Freedmen*s Mission, as munifest- 
hA. by her very generous donation of <£40 sterling, which has been 
applied to the establishment of the ''Ferguson Fund,'* for the 
lupport of one teacher of Freedmen at Washington, D. C. 

4th. That in the judgment of this Board, the subject of ^sending 
t deputation to the churches in Great Britain to prosecute this 
work so auspiciously began, shouldTengage the earnest attention 
of Synod at its next meeting. 

5th. That these resolutions be publiBhed in the Beformed Pres- 
byterian and Covenanter y Belfast Covenanter y and a copy transmitted 
to Mrs. Anne Ferguson. William Wills, Secretary. 

« BeHfast Covenanter please copy. 



PlTT8BUK»n PRBSBYTEftT. 

Presbytbrt met in North Union Church on April 12th, 1865— 
pursuant to ^journment. Daniel Reid was chosen Moderator. 
Mr. R. J. Sharp delivered lecture from Jer. 6 : 27 to end, as trial 
for licensure. 

Wm. Wills, Treasurer for Presbytery, reported as follows : 

1864. ^ Dr. 

Oct. 19, For balance, $153 93 

Nov. 8, " 1 coupon of «1,000 U. S. 5-20 bond 80 00 

« « " «« $50 *• " " 1 50 

Prem. onsLbove, 13 47 

1865. 

April 10, Cash rec'd from Mong. Congregaticm, per Mr. J. M'Connel, 80 50 

9259 40 

1864. Cb. 

Oct. 24, By cash pd. Rev. A. J. M^F^rland, $25 00 

Nov. 7, '' " " Mr. J. Boggs, 15 00 

1865. 

Mar.l», *< « " Rev. D. Reid, 37 50-77 50 

Balance in Treasury, $181 90 

Eev. J. Crozier, at his own request, was released from the pas- 
toral charge of Monongahela congregation, in order to cultivate a 
more promising field in Indianapolis ; and Rev. A. J. M'Farland 
was appointed to preach in said congregation on Sabbath, 16th, and 
declare it vacant. jf 

The moderation of call was granted to Monongalela congrega- 
tion — also to Pine Creek congregation. Dr. SprouU to moderate 
in former, and Rev. J. Galbraith in latter — at convenience of par- 
ties. 

Mr. R. J. Sharp, having delivered necessary pieces of trial for 
hensure, benig examined, &c., was liceuaedto^t^«iiOa.\Xi^ %c>«^^* 
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Mr. W. J. Gillespie was taken under. care of Presbytery as 
logical student. 

A committee, consisting of Hunter, Sproull and Wille, was 
pointed to present a call from Kensington congregation upon ^ 
W . Sproull, to candidate prior to meeting of Synod. 

Committee on Supplies reported the following: Monongai 
Cong., Elizabeth, J. W. Sproull, May 1st Sab. Lonq Run, A- 
Sharp, May 2d Sab. Oil City, Shields^ April 5th Sab., May lati 
2d Sabs.; J. W. Sproull, all June; and 2\ Sproull to organize ' 
gregation and hold sacrament in June, with such Elders as hec 
procure. Pine Creek, Shields, April 4th Sab.; Sharp^ May 1st i 
3d Sabs. ; JRev. J. Oalbraiih, June 3d Sab. : 

N. M. Johnston, Clerk of Presbytery. 



NOTICE OF BEC£NT PUBLIC STENTS. 

Since our last issue the armies of the United States have j^inc 
important victories over the Confederats forces. The taking { 
Petersburg and liichmond, followed by the surrender of Lee*^ 
army, has brightened the prospects of a speedy peace. Shenn 
too, appears to have Johnston in his power, but according to 
latest accounts, has failed to use well his advantage. The rel 
Hon seems to be about crushed, a cause of thanksgiving to all wl 
abhor oppression and treason. 

But the nation has received a terrible blow. In the midst of il 
rejoicing for victories, the President fell by the hand of an 
sin. On the night of the 14th of April, in a theatre, he was si 
through the head and died next morning. Words cannot expn 
the execration due to the deed. The event filled the land witi 
sorrow. There is reason to fear, however, that the hand of 
has not been observed as it should be in this providence, 
called to this nation in his Word to "rejoice with trembling." P^, 
2: 11. The call was unheeded. He repeated it in his providenoQ^J 
and made his voice be heard. He put the cup of trembling intiJ 
the hands of the people and made them to drink of it. \'| 

But will this severe visitation bring the nation to repentanoetl 
Alas ! there is reason to fear that when God's hand is litted vj^l 
they will not see. Is. 26: 11. Idolizing of men, one of the dm 
tion's sins, has never been so gross as since the infliction of thai 
terrible judgment. While all due respect to the remains of tht| 
late President was proper, there was no reason for showing a vea*I 
eratiou approaching to worship. It is a dreadful sin, to honor ih$i 
creature more than the Creator. We have sad forebodings. Tli|^| 
rebuke of God has failed to awake the nation to its duty, and Wf 
fear that he will speak again, in his providence, in a manner still [ 
more terrible. T. S. 



Died, April 26, Archibald Dodds, in the 80th year of his age, long \ 
esceemed member of the Brookland bTttuoh ^i K^^. E. Reed'a coDgregatioB. 
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BOOK NOTICES. 

GrbIt TJkioh Soirbe of the Free United Presbyterian and Reformed 
Presbyterian Churches. 

We have before us, in pamphlet form, an account of 
this meeting, which was held in Paisley, Scotland, early 
in March this year. A very respectable number of minis- 
ters and gentlemen of these churches met in the Free 
High Church, to hear and consider what we may call an 
informal report of the proceedings of the committees on 
union, appointed by those bodies. Able addresses were 
delivered by four speakers ; all of them presenting much 
important truth ; but, with very unimportant exceptions, 
the speeches were merely upon the abstract question of 
Christian and ecclesiastical union. We do not doubt 
that there is room, and even a call for the consideration 
of this question ; but we need hardly say that nothing 
can or ought to be done in the way of actual union until 
there is union in conviction and judgment. Union at the 
expense of sound principle would be anything else than 
a blessing. j. m. w. 

Thb Unity of the Church. By the Rev. W. Milroy, B. A. Penpont, 
Scotland. ^ 

This is a pamphlet of 18 pages, containing a discourse 
by our former pupil, on a very important subject. He 
. considers three points : 1. This unity. 2. Our failute to 
realize it 3. Our present duty to promote it. 

Each of these is quite fully handled, and with the 
known ability of the author, and, in general, we may say 
the principles relating to chijrch unity are well and closely 
stated and enforced. Still, we must add, that we find 
here the same principle which we have already contro- 
verted, viz. that the relaxing, or rather the withholding 
of discipline in connection with certain acts, does not in- 
fer any ecclesiastical sanction to them. With this ex- 
ception, the discourse may be read with profit, j. m. w. 

Frikndly Memories op a Friend in Christ. A Sermon on the occasion 
of the death of the Rev. G. 11. M'Millan, A. M. By Rev. J, M'MiUan. 

We thank the author of this discourse for the copy 
sent us. It is an afi'cetionate and earnest tribute to the 
memory of a relative and ministerial brother. The de- 
ceased was highly and deservedly esteemed. t. s. 
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BEHABK8 

r ARTICLE IX TIIE MARCH NO. OF TBI REFORMED PRB3BYTBKIAN AND COYENANiBli 
SMTITLBD "THE TIMES AND OUR DUTIES." • 

Oontinaed from page 107. 

he third argument is — " The war in which the countiy is bow 
aged is a just one." 

''e reply, if it be right to defend and maintain the Oonstitutioii 
he United States, undeniably the war is a justone»— if wrong, 
war is not a just one. But is the war really for this purpose? 
w shall we determine ? The Professor informs us, in this con- 
don, that " neither the President nor Congress had, or have 
r, the right to say what is the object of the war." A very sia« 
ar assertion this. Right or wrong, certain it is the Constitution 
he United States clothes Congress with power "to declare war," 
JBe Ad support armies, &c.," which necessarily includes the 
[it to say what the war shall be for; and makes ihe President 
•mmander-in-chief of the army and navy of the ITnited States." 
the exercise of this power, Congress faiiu declared war, and de- 
id iti object to be the defense of the Constitution and preserva- 
1 of the Union. The President has, in idmost innumerable in- 
ices, proclaimed that the vast forces put at his disposal shall be 
Ided by him for the purposes above specified. One would think, 
h any reasonable mind, this should be conclusive as to the greali,.' 
. contemplated by the nation in the war. So explicit is the testi- 
ay on this point that even the Professor cannot d^ny that in 
le sense it is for the Constitution. But the Constitution is 
qply " a piece of paper.'* And here we are treated to feats of 
LC that pass all comprehension. "Does anyone believe," asks 
Professor, '^ that in speaking of the Constitution, it is the doc- 
ent, so called, with its particular provisions, that is meauti 
) people of the United States are not absolute fools. They 
in by the Constitution, the integrity of the country, &c." Por- 
ing himself, however, in the very next paragraph he tells us 
t a^er all it is the ^' paper document" that is meant : not how- 
11 
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ever the paper document as it now is, but as it is to be, when 
amended, as " is demonstrated beyond cavil or question by the ef- 
forts now making to amend it.' Was anything like this ever 
heard of among Reformed Presbyterians before ! And bad as the 
nation is, can we believe it capable of such shocking practices of 
Jesuitism and dissimulation ? 

Let ns look at- the principle in some of 'its applications. Take, 
for example, one of the numerous oases that, by common report, * 
occurred among us last fell. A member of the church voted at 
the Preaidential election. If an alien, he was cjualified for beinff 
an elector by swearing to support the Constitution of the United 
States. And whether an alien or not, his representative must take 
that oath before he could be admitted to act in any official capaci- 
ty. The voter is called to account by the session that has the 
oversight of him in the Lord, for violating the law of the church, 
and sinning against God, in swearing to support the Constitution, 
&c. He replies: I did indeed swear to support the Constitution of 
the United States; but "does any one suppose I meant the docu- 
ment so called, with its particular provisions?" Honored fathers 
and brethren, "I am not a-n absolute fool,** I meant "the integrity 
of the country, &c.*' Or if I did mean the paper document at all, 
it was not that document as it is, but as it is to be when amended, i 
and made what it should be. 

Yet this is an application of the principle just as legitimate as the 
other; and we thus see that the Professor, whether consciously or 
unconsciously, is in reality attacking the grand distinctive stand- 
ing of the Reformed Presbyterian Church. 

The principle which the Professor has stated, if we apprehend 
it aright, would, if carried into universal application, destroy all 
faith and nullify every obligation. A man may swear to support 
the Covenants, National and Solemn League : but they are only 
pieces of paper; and he may mean something entirely different 
from these *' paper documents." So of the Confession of Faith, 
and of every written instrument whatever. It inust be rejected, 
therefore, as entirely spurious and untenable. The design of this 
war on the part of the nation, is now, what it has ever been pro- 
claimed to be, the defense of the Constitution and preservation of 
the Union; whatever Providence may bring out of it. And hence 
we maintain, that from the standpoint of the Reformed Presbyte- 
rian, it must be regarded as unlawful. Indeed the evidence that 
the war, which humanly speaking is now approximating its close, 
is and has been prosecuted mainly and for the general end of main- 
taining the Constitution and preserving the Union, is so abun- 
dant, conclusive and overwhelming, that it is absolutely amazing 
tinj one should for a moment think of controverting it. And to at- 
tempt to justify it by denying its oft declared purpose, and to vin- 
dicate the propriety of Covenanters setting up a false issue, we 
can only regard as a delusion by which men deceive themselves, 
or a mask to conceal the hatefulness of what would otherwise ap- 
pear to all an undisguised and aggravated defection. 
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But further, even though the war J^re just and right,' as rt- 
gards the object contemplated, U wow||"not be lawful for Cove- 
nanters to join with the armies of the nation for thajittainment of this, 
object We must make our appeal here directly tq the Scriptures. 
And as clearly teaching this doctrine, we refer: 

1. To 2 Chron. 16 : 1, &c. " In the six and thiifieth year of the 
reign of Asa, Baasha king of Israel came up against Judah, and 
bunt Eamah, to the intent tfait he might let none go out or come 
in to Asa king of Judah. Then Asa brbught out silver and gold 
out of the treasures of the house of the Lord and of the king's 
house, and sent to Ben-hadad king of Syria, that <^||plt at Damas-. 
cus, saying, There is a league between me and thee, as there was >» 
between my father and thy father: behold, I have sent thee sil- 
ver and gold : go, break thy league with Baasha king of Israel, 
that he may depart from me," &c. 

. I^ow observe, Baasha king of Israel had come up against Judah.^ 
lit will not be denied, we presume, that Asa had a right to defend 
himself against the invader Baasha. The war, then, which lie 
waged against him was a just and lawful war. Yet he is reproved 
for calling to his aid and associating with the king, of Svria. 
**Herein thou hast done foolishly ; therefore^ from henceforth thou 
flhalt have wars." 

2. 2 Chron. 19:2. "Shouldesi thou help the inngodly, anfl 
love them that hate the Lord ? therefore is wrath opon thee from 
before the Lord." 

If ever an ungodly king waged a just war, Ahab's against the 
Syrians on this occasion was such. Jehoshaphat, 'king of Judnhi 
aided Ahab in this war. Upon this, we remark : ' 

(1.) Jehoshaphat does not appear to have been lead, by this asso- 
cdationy>lhto the practice of idolatry. 

(2.) Ahab had previously given some evidence of repentance, 1 
£. 21 : 27. Then in 1 K. 22, immediately foUowiiu account of 
this confederacy. 

(3,) The enftiiy was the king of Syria. Jehoshaphat did not join 
'mth Ahab against God's people, but against the idolatrous Sy- 
rians. 

(4.) The end or object of the war was good, just and right, viz. 
the recovery of Ramath Gilead, which belonged to the territories 
of Ahab. Josh. 20: 8. And further, was withheld from Ahab. ill 
violation of treaty or covenant. 1 K. 20 : 34. 

(5.) Jehoshaphat was personally interested, his family being con- 
nected, by affinity, with the family of Ahab. 2 Chron. 18 : 1, and 
2 K. 8:16-18, 

(6.) His mode of proceeding manifested that he feared Qod, was 
pious and commendable. 2 Chron. 18 : 4. 

(7.) Jehoshaphat's purposes and designs were^ no doubt, good; 
viz. as is supposed, to promote the peace and safety of his own 
kingdom, ana prevent a new war between Israel and Judah, such 
as bad been between his father Asa and Baaeha; as well as to as- 
sist Ahab in recovering his own. 2 Chron. 16: 1. 
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Tet he is reproved for aiding Ahab, not because the war was an 
unjust one, but because of the character of those with whom he 
associated in this enterprise. " Shouldest thou help the ungodh/^ 
&c.*' 

3. 2 Chron. 25 : 6-7. Amaziah king of Judah was undertaking 
a campaign against the Edomites. He procured, by the payment 
of a hundred talents of silver, the assistance of one hundred thou- 
sand Israelites. A man of God is sent to admonish Amaziah, not 
that the war was unjust, not to desist entirely from his undertak- 
ing, but to dismiss the one hundred thousand Israelites ; and sole- 
ly for the reason that God was not with them. 

" All Scripttire is given by inspiration of God, jwid is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in rigbteous- 
ness." " Whatsoever things were written aforetime were written 
for our learning." And certainly the doctrine taught us in the 
above passage, is military associations with the ungodly are unlaw- 
4ftil, even though the end contemplated be good and right. 

4. Isaiah 8 : 12, 13. The situation and circumstances of Judah 
at this time are described in Isa. 7:1,2. The kin^s of Syria and 
Israel had confederated to make war upon Ahaz king of Judah; 
and none, we presume, will doubt that Ahaz was perfectly justifi- 
able in defending himself. But the unbelievers in Judah, as Gil- 
lespie remarks, perceiving the evil, and distrusting their own 
ability by themselves to manage so great a war, invoke the aid of 
the king of Assyria. 2 IC. 16: 6-9. In this tryingfemergency, 
Ahaz ''sent messengers to Tiglath-pileser king of Syria, saying, I 
am thy servant and thy son ; come up and save me, &c." It was 
in reference to this military association with the Assyrians, in a 
war considered in itself entirely just and lawful, that God, by his 
prophet, addressed these words to his people: " Say ye not a con- 
federacy to all them to whom this people shall say a confederacy; 
neither fear ye their fear nor be afraid. Sanctify the Lord of hosts 
himself; ana let him be your fear, and let him be your dread." 
The fear of God rightly in' exercise, and such confederacies, are 
absolutely incompatible. 

6. 2 Cor. 6 : 14, 18. "Be ye not unequally yoked together with 
unbelievers, &c. Wherefore, come out from among them, and he 
ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing, and 
I will receive you, &c." 

Were not the armies of Israel defeated before Ai, because there 
was an uneodly Achan in the camp ? 

These Scriptures are adduced merely as specimens of the 
teaching of the Word of God on this point. And they render it 
obvious that military associations with the profane and wicked are 
forbidden even when for &good end; much more then for a wrong 
end^ as in the present war. 

We might further observe, that the ground of the prohibition, as 
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tliee;" "they were mingled among th^ heathen, and learned their 
works ;*' '' Come out of ner, my peopl^ that ye be not partakers of 
her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues." 

As in harmony with these Scriptures we might here again very 
appropriately refer to the Solemn League ana Covenant, Acts of 
General Assembly, testimonies, judicial deeds, and practices of our 
reforming ancestors, touching this question. All are aware, who 
have properly examined this matter, that it was both their doc- 
trine and practice, when they possessed the reins of power, to 
purge out from the army, so far as practicable, all who were not of 
a blameless and Christian conversation ; and when th^ wicked bore 
rule, to. refuse entirely all associationi with them in arms, whether 
the object of the war was right or wrong. And when we remem- 
ber that the church has all along occupied this ground — that all 
her judicial action on this subject is in condemnation of military as- 
sociations with the ungodly, and that the above Scriptures, with 
numerous other of a similar character, are repeatedly quoted by her' * 
judicatories as affording proper foundation for her adjudication on 
this point, we may be very confident that, in this positionV we are 
sustained both by the Divine Word, and the authority of the church. 
It may possibly be objected, that those with whom association in 
counsel and arms was forbidden, so often and so emphatically, by 
the ancient deeds of the church, were malignants ; and that conse- 
ijuefitly these deeds have no bearing upon, and determine nothing 
respecting our joining- with the armies of the United States. True, 
malianants are repeatedly mentioned;. but the prohibition is not 
3onnned exclusively to those who were thus designated. It is ex- 
tended to "sectaries,*' ** papists," "prelatists,** "fugitives from 
kirk discipline," and those not " of a blameless and Christian con- 
versatioa." 

But who were the malignants of Scotland ? It is a mistake to 
suppose that they were a set of monsters in human shape, so corrupt 
in principle, and so flagitious in life, as to admit of no comparison 
with the vile, unscrupulous and unprincipled of other countries 
and other times. They were royalists, supporters of the arbitrary 
claims of the king, some of them destitute of principle, profligate 
in life, and steeped in vice; and some of them moral and decent in 
their deportment. But they were enemies to the Covexiants, Na- 
tional and Solemn League ; and to the Reformation, civil and re- 
ligious. The term malignants^ in 1643, and afterward^, designated 
those that refused to take the Covenant. " And taking the defi- 
nition of malignantSj given by the declaration of both kingdoms 
joined in arms, anno 1643, to be just, which says, ^Such as 
would not take the Covenant^ were declared to be public enemies to 
their religion and country, and that they are to be censured* and 
punished as professed adversaries and malignants;' it cannot be re- 
fused, but that the prelatical party in England, now joined with, 
are such." (Old Scot. Tes., pa^e 68.) More than one hundred 
years after the second Reformation, and nearly three quarters of a 
century after the close of the persecution, we thus find the Re- 
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formed Presbyterian Church, in her Testimony, declaring the 
English to be a nation of malignantSj in the sense in which the 
term had been used in the deeds of the church forbidding milita- 
ry associations with them. This nation is as truly maUgnant as 
Britain; for it spurns and repudiates the Covenant, Hence the 
conclusion is reached that all those acts and testimonies that con* 
demn and forbid joining in arms -with malignants, must be inter- 
preted as condemning such associations with the United States, as 
at present constituted. 

In bringing our remarks to a close, we would observe that, in 
our Opinion, the tendency of the Professor's article is to lower the 
position of the Reformed Presbyterian Church. Indeed, the Pro- 
fessor appears to have almost entirely forgotten the true distinctive 
S)sition of the church. Wherein does the Reformed Presbyterian 
hurch differ from the churches around us? According to the 
Professor, scarcely at all. She isbut one of the witnessing ciiurches. 
Yet we do not read in the Book of Revelation of anything more 
than one measured temple ; or of any but one church of the two 
witnesses. For one, at least, I desire to enter my most solemn 
protest against the exposition of our character, and standing, and 
relations, and duties as a church, given by the Professor, it is, in 
my opinion, radically, essentially and almost wholly wrong ; and 
must lead practically, if carried out to its legitimate results, to an 
open abandonment of her former principles, and to blending, min- 
gling and incorporating with the churches and nations. 

There is something abdut the Reformed Presbyterian Chnrch 
that distinguishes her from the churches styled evangelical, in a 
far different sense from that in which these churches are i^istin- 

Kished from each* other. What is it? It is that the Reformed 
esbyterian Church is, and has been, a witnessing churchy in a sense 
in which the other churches have no rightful claim to this charac- 
ter whatever. 

It is true, " our forefathers in Scotland, before and after 1688, 
spoke of themselves as a remnant of the Church of Scotland." 
But they did not mean by this that there were other churches that 
had any just claim to be regarded as " the Church of Scotland," or 
as '* a remnant of the Church of Scotland." Their idea was, the 
Church of Scotland was no more ; only a feeble remnant was left: 
and they held that they themselves constituted that " remnant." 

And as regards their relation to Scotland as a nation, to the civil 
authorities before and after 1688, they tell us in the following lan- 
guage, how " their country was ever before them." And more- 
over, as it is necessarily requisite to the constituting of the relation 
between magistrate and people, that there be a mutual and volun- 
tary consent ; and as the community of Presbyterian Covenanters 
did never at or since the Revolution, give such consent ; but, on 
the contrary, have, in the most public manner, protested against 
the Constitution, and installment of rulers in agreeableness there- 
to, as being contrary to the word of God, covenanted constitution, 
and fundamental laws of the nations ; as iA evident from their 
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printed Ibstimooies and declarations. It follows that their state is 
that of an oppressed people in passive subjection to a conquering 

Eower, whose duty is to wait with patience upon Israel's God fpr 
is return to revive his work and recall the bondage of his Zion. 
How different, according to the Professor's exposition, the relation 
which Covenanters should now consider themselves as sustaining 
to the United States. 
• And as to their patriotism, it was such, though true and genuine, 
as to utterly refuse to fight for their country, as thus constituted ; 
no, not even to overthrow the intolerable usurpation and persecu- 
tions of the tyrant James. Witness their refusal to engage in the 
Argyle expedition, and their condemnation of joiniog the Angus 
or Cameronian regiment In a word,, their declarations and testi- 
monies and practice as regards their relations to the churches of 
the time, and their country, were the very reverse of what the Pro- 
fessor would have us believe, as we have shown from their own 
statements. And their example should teach us an important les- 
son now, as regards our relations to our country. 

We may note also in this connection, that there is not an argu- 
ment the Professor has employed, or can employ, in vindication of 
the propriety of Covenanters taking part in this conflict, that will 
not apply, in all its force, to justify them in entering the political 
arena, and rendering their aid and conjunction in every department 
of government. Are we reminded that Covenanters have a stake 
in the country; that its life is in peril; and that it becomes our 
imperative duty to co-operate with the armies of the nation to save 
it from destruction by a malignant foe? We reply : the ruin of 
the Gentry may be effected by a corrupt political party, as well as 
by insursrents in arms; and if the argument is worth anything, H 
must load to the conclusion that we should co-operate with the 
purer political party to avert national disaster and ruin. And so on 
indefinitely. * 

But what does the Professor mean, in denouncing as most un- 
founded, the notion entertained by some respecting the present and 
continued existence of "a peculiar people ?*' Considering his po- 
sition and influence, it, we apprehend, augurs for the church some- 
thing exceedingly painful to contemplate. Our peculiarities must 
be dropped. His observations, in this part of his article, excite at 
once astonishment and indignation. Let it be noted that it is to 
New Testament Christians Peter addresses the language, "Ye are 
a peculiar people." In an important sense, it is true, this is to be 
understood of all gendine Christians. But still we must add, we 
have misapprehended the whole teaching of the Scriptures on this 
point, and particularly that of the Book of Revelation, if we are 
not given to understand that the two witnesses are " a peculiar peo- 
ple, whose place during the whole antichristian period, is in the 
measured iempUy and in the wilderness, and v/ho are not at all min- 

S'ed or incorporated either with the outer court worshipers, or with 
e political organizations of that period. And to intimate to us 
that they are and ought to be "a peculiar people,'* yes, if you will, 
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even " a kind of New Testament Jews," they are expressly di§. 
tinffuished from the "gentiles," to whom the outer court and the 
hf^iy city are "given." They stand oat isolated and distinct from 
the churches and the nations. And while " all the world wonde^ 
ed after the beast, and worshiped him," they, a reninani^ " keep 
the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus 
Christ." By a faithful testimony against immoral civil and cor- 
mpt ecclesiastical power, they " tormented them that dwelt on 
the earth." And when the lightnings and thunders and earth- 
quakes come that shatter and lay in ruins civil and ecclesiastical 
systems that have been hostile to " the word of their testimony," 
they are prepared for uniting with the four and twenty Elders in 
■aying : " We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art 
and wast and art to come ; because thou hast taken to thee thy 
great power, and hast reigned." They have no such stake in BXPf 
of the immorally constituted governments of the earth ; their in- 
terests are not so interwoven and bound up with them, as to lead 
them either to fight for, or even desire their continuance. But on 
-the other hand, when Babylon and the Beast are whelmed in one 
common ruin, and others, in intensest agony, are lifting loud and 
bitter the wail of lamentation, they are called upon to* rejoice, yea 
and do rejoice. 

We cannot better express our views on this point than by quot- 
ing from Dr. M'Leod's Lectures on Eevelation. In his lecture on 
the Third Woe, he says : 

" WhcD the saints are said to rejoice in them, (i. e. the terrible scenes of the 
Third Woe) it is because these judgments are in the providence of Gk)d intro- 
doctory to the millennium. It is in the birth of the child, and not in tli6 
pangs of travail, that the parents and the friends rejoice. It is on accoant of 
thieir effects that the saints are required to rejoice in the judgments of Grod upon 
the nations of the earth ; and therefore do they rejoice. Ps. 97 : 8. * Zion heard 
and waa glad ; and the daughters of Judah rejoiced because of thy judgment^ 
Lord/ To those pious men, who do not suffer themselves by interest, by 
prejudice, or by partialities, to become blind to the immoral character of the 
kingdoms of this world, it is certainly gratifying to witness the period of 
their overthrow ; to live to see, in these overturnings, the answer of manj 
prayers ; and to have laid before their eyes, those miracles which confirm their 
faith in the sacred predictions, and in the infinite perfections of their Ood: 
for .in the light of miracles the fulfillment of prophecy ought uniformly to be 
contemplated. It is with high ecstacy that this very period of the world will, 
a very few years hence, be celebrated according to the text now under 
discussion. 'We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty; because thoa 
hast taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned.' p. 159. 

''While the many pastors and teachers of the church are occupied in 
promoting, by other methods, the interests of Christ*s kingdom, there are a 
few, of more public spirit, of more correct information^ of greater fidelity to 
the sacred concerns of the Christian world, and of less subserviency to the 
schemes of temporizing politicians, who deliver up to the angels the plagues 
which come upon the nations. They do so, by explaining and applying the 
predictions — by testifying against lawless power — by plainly pronouncing sen- 
tence from the Word of God, upon the opposers of righteousness — by aetoal 
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enooaragement to the instruments of vengeance, and by prayer for the over- 
throw of Satan's kingdom, including the several kingdoms of the Roman 
earth. (And we would add, including equally the government of the United 
States.) Ps. 79 : 6, 7. • Pour out thy wrath upon the heathen that have not 
known thee, and upon the kingdoms that have not called upon thy name. 
For they have devoured Jacob, and laid waste his dwelling place.' '' 

'^ Judgments, inflicted upon the nations, for the sake of the church, ought 
certunly to be approved of by her members and her ministers. We are 
bound to pray for them, as appears from this verse, and also from the example 
of Jeremiah, 10 : 25. We are moreover required to rejoice in them. Ps. 48 : 
11. * Let Mount Zion rejoice, let the daughters of Judah T)e glad, because of 
thy judgments.* Nor is this inconsistent with that benevolent and merciful 
spirit which beodmeth the disciples of our Lord. It is assuredly consistent 
with piety to acquiesce in what its author finds necessary, for his own glory, to 
do ; and the charity of Christians cannot be sincere, when it tends to prevent 
what the Redeemer himself, in his mercy to them, performs in support of true 
religion. Is it inconsistent with the lioliness of angels to approve of the di- 
yine justice in the punishment of men ? Is it not consistent with the holi- 
ness of God to reveal his wrath? And can it then be inconsistent with mi 
evangelical disposition to rejoice in the overthrow of the nations that do hurt 
to the church of God, and so oppose the best interests of the human family ? 

" Christians cannot, I admit, entirely divest themselves of solicitude for the 
prosperity of the civil communities to which they belong. They ought not to 
be neglectful of such things. Their own temporal interests, the lives and the 
property of their friends and their relatives, are interwoven with the national 
policy. Their passions and their prejudices are interested in the political ele* 
▼ation or degradation of certain men ; their own fears and hopes, and their 
oalculations of futurity, co-operating with patriotic sentiments, very frequentiiy 
and very justly influence their opinions and their wishes. The obligations of 
truth, of piety, of the divine will expressed to the reasonable creature, still, 
however, remain in force ; and if the combined effect of such circumstances 
as liave been mentioned, extenuates the crime of inattention to the purposes 
of Providence in the revolutions of nations, it by no means can justify resist^ 
ahce to their purposes, or vindicate the man who laments the demolition of 
thrones of iniquity, and looks back fretfully, like the wife of Lot upon the 
ruins of Sodom and Gomorrah.'' p. 185, &c. 

Brethren of the witnessing church ! let us stand fast in our dis- 
tinctive position. Let us sympathize with Christ, and with his 
despised witnesses, rather than with his enemies. Let us patiently 
wear the sackcloth a little longer. Let us endeavor to "keep the 
word of Christ's patience," that he also may keep us from the hour 
of temptation which shall come upon all the world, to try them 
that dwell upon the earth. Have we not been forewarned that " the 
day of Christ shall not come, except there come a falling away 
first V God grant that we may be steadfast and immovable, un- 
seduced by either the smiles or the frowns of the world, and pre- 
pared for receiving the blessing promised to him "that watchest 
and keepeth his garments." The time, we hope, is not distant, 
when all corrupt, immoral institutions, both in church and state, 
sbfdl be demolished and removed ; and then, their supporters and 
apologists will be ashamed. W. M, 
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I 

NOTES ON ^«W. M." 

Wb did not intend to return again to the subject of our late 
articles on "The Times and Our Duties;" nor have we found 
anything in the "Remarks " of " W. M." to induce us to a review 
of our resoli^tion, had his statements regarding matters of fact 
been altogether just. These, however, require some rectification, 

1. When he denies that the United States waged its war "to 
prevent the establishment of perpetual slavery," &c., he denies, we 
think, what every intelligent and impartial man knows ; for had 
the nation been willing to allow this to be done, there would have 
been no war. So when he insists upon it that the war is for the 
support of the Constitution, and the whole Constitution, he asserts 
what may have been held, some time ago, technically, and in part, 
true, but which is not so now, as all men know. " Technicalfy," 
we say, because the paper document, we repeat, never was the real 
and interior object of contention. And when he represents our 
statement as opening the way to the nullification of oaths to main- 
tain, for example, a creed or confession, we wonder greatly; for 
what has the one thing to do witfi the other? We take it to be as 
plain as daylight — ^first, that the people of this country have Bot 
been warring for the Constitution, as it is a mere written docu- 
ment, and that the fact that they are endeavoring to amend it is 
proof of this ; and, second, that if a man swears to a documerUy he 
swears to the document ; and, third, that these things have no 
manner of connection with each other, " W. M." notwithstanding, 

2. This writer endeavors to weaken the statement of the "Testi- 
mony" in regard to the action of some of our members during 
the war of 1812. His primal argument is again taken from the 
action of the Covenanters of 1648-9, and from the Old Scottish 
Testimony. These we have considered already, in our April and 
May numbers. Both are irrelevant: the first, because the acta 
related to circumstances entirely different from ours ; the second, 
because even if there is a difference between these documents, cur 
Testimony controls. 

Inn-eply to our reference to the late Dr. Willson as the writer of 
that paragraph in the Testimony, " W. M." gives some extracts 
from his sketches of history in the "Albany Quarterly," aad 
speaks of the former as a "a passing allusion," and of the latter 
as the "Expression of his deliberate judgment." Unfortunately 
for this idea, the passages in the Testimony were written at leasi 
(wo years after those in the history! So that it is the former and not 
the latter to which the title of "deliberate judgment" belongs. 
But still more, we are ourselves competent to testify as to Dr. w.'s 
fixed opinions in reference to the acts approved in the "Testimony." 
He often referred to the war of 1812, and always with approbation 
of the course pursued ; never hinted that he regarded it wrong to 
fight for the country in a just war; but invariably the opposite. 

Besides, the sentence which ^' W. M." italicises — see p. 143 — 



Notes an "TT. M." 171 

occurs in an account of the attempt of the Earl of Argyle, and 
should, in fairness, be interpreted by the connection in which it 
is found. That the Covenanters were right in refusing to join 
Argyle, we never doubted. To use their own language, "the state 
of the quarrel was not proposed according to the ancient plea;'* 
Remember, Ar^le came, professedly, not only .to deliver the 
nation from civil oppression, but to vindicate its religion and 
reformation ; and yet he did not take up the matter on the full 
terms of the covenant, and, still more, brought with him men — 
leading men — ^who had been actually persecutors a short time 
before. Add to all this, Argyle himself had raised his clan to 
fight the* Covenanters at Both well Bridge, in 1679 — had given the 
casting vote in 1681, consigning Cargill to the scaffold — and until 
the Test was imposed had all along acted with the supporters of 
the king and his minions ! Is it any wonder the Covenanters re- 
pudiated him ? 

The attempt of "W. M." to weaken the influence of the para- 
graphs we have quoted from the *' Testimony," or to make any 
capital out of the case of Argyle, are failures. 

8. We care little to furnish any reply to the attempt to answer 
our second argument in the March number — that from the doing 
of acts equivalent to bearing arms. Is it not rather disingenuous 
to represent us as adducing the payment of ordinary taxes as one 
of these acts? We confined our remarks entirely to ^^war taxes" 
and " mar loans," and duties pledged for the interest of these last 
James Eenwick was martyred, in part, for condemning the pay- 
ment of "cess," levied eocpressly for immoral acts; and the thing 
is plain enough. Paying an army to fight in a wronff cause is as 
bad as fighting. If it is wrong to shoot a musket in this war, it is 
wrong to 'give money to supply ammunition and pay a man's 
wajges who does it. Why is not "W. M." consistent? The 
writer tries to take us in a pit in reference to this matter. He 
says we paid taxes, *' directly" and indirectly, for the carrying on 
of the Mexican and Florida wars, while we denounced them. He 
is misinformed. We never paid the first cent of "direct" taxes 
for either — nor, for that matter, did anybody else ! Nor was there 
any "indirect " tax appropriated expressly for the purpose of carry- 
ing on either of those wars, or for paying interest on the loans by 
which they were maintained, " W. M." needs better information 
on these matters. Of course, money was paid for those things, 
but we had nothing to do with it, except as we may have purchased 
some articles that had paid duty. This is a very different matter 
from taking the 5-20 and 7-30 loans now. We think this right 
and Christian. "W. M." to be consistent in his views of Cove- 
nanter doctrine and practice, ought to denounce it, and' exclude 
such as do it from the fellowship of the church. 

4. We make little further reference to the assertion that the war 
is waged for the Constitution, nor to the subject of "immoral associ- 
ations." The Svnod, in 1861-2, passed certain resolutions, in 
which it was declared, in substance, that the war on the part of 
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the Dnited States is a just one. " W. M." did not oppose or vote 
against this action ; nor did he ascertain so clearly as to proclaim 
it, that the war is an unjust one, that Covenanters cannot take 
part in it, until about the time when the President's preliminary 
emancipation proclamation appeared — that is, in 1862, toward the 
fiill of the year. What he was ignorant of for a large part of two 
years after the war began, we have not learned yet. He should 
have patience with those who are not so docile as himself. 

And as to "immoral associations," we follow our Testimony, 
while "W. M." has found some other guide than that document 
which he long ago professed to adopt as an exhibition of his 
belief and position. Which of us is the consistent man and 
Covenanter ? 

6. Our critic falls upon us almost savagely for in substance say- 
ing that we are not alone intended by the Bible expression "a 
peculiar people." To his remarks on this topic, we shall reply 
more fully than we have done to the preceding; but chiefly 
because we have learned that our statements have made somd 
sensation throughout the church. We have been surprised and 
grieved at this. For, if anything is plain to a demonstration, it is 
ttiat we were right, and that what we have stated on this subject 
it is of no little moment to understand and believe. We remark, 

(1.) That we cannot understand what "W. M." believes on this 
subject. He does not say, distinctly enough, what his own view 
is. Our view we can comprehend. We say — March number, page 
71 — that "we are one of the evangelical churches," "members of 
human society," "differ from the orthodox Christian community 
in having obtained clearer views of certain great doctrines, and in 
following them out to their legitimate results;" that "other 
Christians are witnesses for many great truths," that our "wider 
scope gives us no title to denominate ourselves a sort of peculiarly 
chosen people, interested in the divine regard to such a degree 
above all others as to imagine that what others may do, we may 
not," &c. This, we think, is all intelligible. It assigns us a very 
high place — ^higher in principle and position than other churches, 
but allowing them to be "witnesses for niany great truths." W|iat 
more do you want? What more does " W. M." want? We do 
not know. He has not told us, and, we judge, he will not. All 
he says on this subject is, that "the Reformed Presbyterian Church 
is, and has been, a witnessing churchy in a sense in which the other 
churches have no claim to this character whatever," and then pro- 
ceeds with reference to our forefathers in Scotland — references of 
which we utterly fail to see the bearing. To work out his posi- 
tion — if we at all understand it — he should have shown, first, that 
they regarded themselves as the only church in Scotland ; and, 
second, that in ceasing to sustain a voluntary relation to the gov- 
ernment, they also ceased to regard themselves as being Scottish- 
men, owing any special duties to Scotland more than to any other 
country, or as any more entitled to privileges there than in Franoe 
or Germany, or as having any special interest in Scotland more 
than in Spain or Italy. 
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(2.) As to the first of these, that they were the "only church," 
we fear *' W. M." would like to have had them say this. He re- 
fers to the expression "a peculiar people." This occurs in 1 Pet. 
2 : 9, and it is not strange that those ignorant of the Greek lan- 
guage, and of the meaning of the word "peculiar" when our 
translation was made, should suppose it to mean *' peculiar" in 
character and position. But the reference in " marginal Bibles " 
to Deut. 4 : 20, might have led even these to its true meaninff. 
But how one acquainted. with the Greek Testament was misled, 
we do not know. There is not the least allusion in the word to 
either character or position. It means " a people of acquisition or 
possession," and is intended to apply to all saints alike^ inasmuch 
as all saints are purchased by the blood of Christ, and won to him 
by his Spirit. The attempt to exclude all others but Covenanters 
fipom being Christ's "peculiar people," is continued by a reference 
to Rev. 11 : 1, in the following terms : 

^i But still we must add, we have misapprohended the whole teaching of the 
Scriptures on thb point, and particularly that of the Book of Revelation, if 
we are not given to understand that the two witnesses are a < peculiar people,' 
whose place during the whole antichristian period, is in the measured temple^ 
and in the wilderness, and who are not at all mingled or incorporated with the 
outer court worshipers, or with the political organizations of that period. 
And to intimate to us that they are and ought to be * a peculiar people/ jes, 
if you will, even * a kind of New Testament Jews,' they are expressly distin- 
guished from the < gentiles/ to whom the outer court and the holy city are 
* given.' They stand out isolated and distinct from the churches and the 
nations. And while ' all the world wondered af^er the beast, and worshiped 
bim,' they, a remnant^ * keep the commandments of God, and have the testi- 
mony of tfesus Christ.' By a faithful testimony against immoral civil and 
oorrupt ecclesiastical power, they ^ tormented them that dwelt on the earth.' 
And when the lightnings and thunders and earthquakes come that shatter and 
lay in ruins civil and ecclesiastical systems that have been hostile to < the 
word of their testimony/ they are prepared for uniting; with the four and 
twenty Elders in saying : MVe give thee thanks, Lord God Almighty, 
w.ldch art and wast and art to come ; because thou hast taken to thee thy 
great power, and hast reigned.' They have no such stake in any of the im« 
morally constituted governments of the earth; their interests are not so inter- 
woven and bound up with them, as to lead them cither t<^ fight for, or,qi1!m 
deeire their continuance." 

That is, all other people calling themselves Christians, besides 
Covenanters, are not in the temple ; are " onter court" worshipers, 
and " gentiles," in the same crowd with papists and other heretics, 
and there they stay for twelve hundred and sixty years ! See how 
differently a wise man and large-hearted expositor interprets this 
passage. 

'^ The temple is the church of God in her regular New Testament organiza- 
.tion. . . . The measuring reed is the word of God given in the Scriptures; 
tad the ministry are commanded at all times to apply, &c. This duty is al 
the present period (that to which the prophecy refers,) of distraction, conten- 
tion and sufferings, become more interesting than ever ; because the great 
body of those who bear the Christian name, who occupy the court around the 
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temple, and the whole of tl^e great city of Jerusalem, are cut off fromm 
part among the true worshipers who worship the Father in spirit and in truth. 
. • . <' The unmeasured tenants of the outer court are the votaries of the 
apostacy, . . These votaries of the apostacy, we, in this connection) de- 
nominate the heathenish church/' ^< We have a prediction that the churchm 
of the nations — the Roman Catholic Church, should be considered cts outcad^ 
apostate, heathenish, /or the space of 1260 years** ( M'Leod on BeyelatioD, 
pp. 311-12-13.) 

No such folly here as confounding the orthodox and evangelical 
churches with the outer court worshipers, and the occupants of 
the temple with the "two witnesses." Dr. M'L. was an able and 
learned man ; who could never have been induced to throw such 
churches as the modern evangelical churches of Switzerland, or 
Prance, or Germany, or Scotland, or England, or America, into, 
one common mass as " gentiles," along with the " votaries of the 
apostacy;" first denying them the appellation of " witnesses," 
and then thrusting them from the Lord's "temple." 

But whom did iXr, M*L. regard as " the two witnesses ? " 

" They are a distinct class of Christians in the communion of the visible 
church." (p. 319.) 

" Those faithful men, of whatever age, nation or churchy who, daring tk 
apostacy of the Roman empire, maintain the doctrines o( Christianity, and 
insist upon their application to the whole moral order of society, both in church 
and state, bearing their testimony against all persons and cominunities who 
refuse submission to Messiah our King." . ( p. 326-7.) 

'^ We ought not to discard from their fellowship those men of piety, discern- 
ment aiid fidelity, who, according to their several circumstances in sooietyi 
wherei'oevtfr they live, or may have lived, are found contending against the 
great antichristian system of the Latin empire, and vindicating the dootrinee 
and mediatorial prerogatives of Jesus Christ, the Head of the Church and 
Governor of the nations of the earth." (pp. 326-7.) 

He then instances the Waldenses, the Bohemian brethren, the 
Reformed cantons of Switzerland, the reformers in the lfethe^ 
lands, " the French witnesses," and the British .reformers of the 
days of the Solemn League and Covenant. All these in the Old 
World. Then, passing to the United States, he adds : 

" Able and eminent men still exist among the several nations and churches, 
contending as witnesses for those principles which are destined ultimately to 
bless the world." (p. 328.) 

And then, expounding the "slaying of .the witnesses," the Dr. 
says : 

<^ Thousands among the several religious denominations of the British Isles 
would seal their testimony with their blood." ( p. 347.) 

These extracts present a pretty full view of the opinions of this 
writef, as expressed on this subject, in a work which has been 
received among us with high approbation. The volume is com* 
monly found in our libraries. Let the reader study it for himseli^ 
not we need hardly say to embrace its teachings implicitly, but to 
be satisfied that the uQtion of our being in such sense the people 
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5f God that no others can be "witnesses^" is a novel idea among 
as, not sanctioned by our forefathers in this country, as it certain- 
ly never was by our forefathers abroad. 

If it has been, there was one very able, learned, zealous and 
faithful Covenanter of the last generation of our sister church in 
Scotland, who knew nothing of it; one whose praise is in the 
churches of the saints, as his memory is most precious to all 
honest Reformed Presbyterians — we mean the late Eev. Professor 
Andrew Symington, who used the following language at the Bi- 
eentenary of the Westminster Assembly, celebrated by the Synod 
in 1843: 

" We only claim for ourselves to be a portion of the cburcli of Christ on 
enrth — a part of the catholic church in the just sense of the term." (Report, 
p. 202.) 

We close our list of quotations by one from our own " Testi- 
mony.'' 

<' Christians are witnesses for Ood among men." (Test., p. 267.) 

If we have erred, we have erred in very good company. But 
we have not erred. We have not denied — we have claimed, that 
the Reformed Presbyterian Church occupies the fore-front in the 
conflict against immoral constitutions of civil s^overnment, and 
against errors, defections, corruptions in ecclesiastical systems; 
but not in such sense that there is no other true church — that all 
others are "sectaries," "outer court worshipers," "gentiles," — that 
we are so peculiarly interested in the regards of God and his Christ, 
that we cease to be members of civil society at all, are governed 
by some other law than that which governs our neighbors, and 
hence, sin against God when we do some things that they may 
lawfully do, or are bound to do some things to which they are not 
bound ; have certain privileges and promises which other Christ- 
ians may not claim ; in short, are not merely the advance-guard, of 
the Christian host, but a kind ef church within the visible church 
of Christ * 

Perhaps in this we do not fairly represent " W. M." If not, it 
is not our fault. We cannot understand what he wishes us to be, 
unless what we have said. If we are right, or even nearly so, we 
cannot withhold an expression of the abhorrer^ce with which we 
regard any such novel and unchristian idea; an idea that would 
substantially unchurch all other denominations, and leave them, 
as the High Church prelatists leave all other professing Christianas, 
to thlB " uncovenanted mercies of God. 

Nor can we close without expressing our astonishment at an 
assertion of this writer, referring to the phrase " peculiai^ people," 
and our view of it, when he says, as if it were an inferencd from 
our view of that particular point, "our peculiarities must be 
dropped." If they have no better foundation than the mistaken 
idea that we are *'the peculiar people" meant in 1 Pet 2: 9, then, 
of course, they must be dropped ; but if, as we believe most firm^ 
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ly, they have their foundation in the word of the living God, then 
what connection i's therQ hetween them and that phrase ? or be- 
tween them and any view held by the present writer regardins 
our place in the visible community of the saints and servants 3l 
God on earth ? Surely we may believe that the Stiers, and the 
Hengstenbergs, and the Lances, of Germany, with all their de- 
fects, are "witnesses" for Christ's divinity, atonement, and in- 
spired word ; that D'Aubigne, Malan, and their coadjutors, and, 
the church to which they belong, are "witnesses," in a high sense, 
for the same great doctrines of salvation, among and against the 
Rationalists of their country ; that the Monods and Pressenses in 
France occupy the same position in their country ; that the Free 
Ohurch of Scotland is a "witness " for the supremacy of Christ 
over his church; that the evangelical churches of feritain are 
"witnesses " against a proud hierarchy, and a mass of false doc- 
trine in the lordly Establishment of England, and against the semi- 
infidelity of the Broad Church ; that the orthodox churches io 
this land are "witnesses" against Qod-dishonoring heresies as 
they abound here, under the Christian name : we may believe all 
this, and rejoice in it too, without wishing any of our " peculiari- 
ties dropped ; " without allowing claims on behalf of those eminent 
and godly men, or these churches, to be " the witnesses " againsi 
oK errors and social as well atf ecclesiastical sins, which we hold to 
be our special position as a church. Hence we regard as they de- 
serve the bitter assaults made upon us in various publications, and 
the abusive epithets heaped upon us. That is, we regard them m 
we do the low insinuations and scandalous aspersions which so 
often characterize the controversies of ill-bred and vulgar politi- 
cians — as unworthy of even decent, not to say Christian men, 
especially ministers. This is all the reply we make to thena. 
Tney will come down upon the heads of the men who expect in 
this way to injure the reputation and impair the influence of a 
brother in the church. 

Unless some call arises de novo, we here close our discussion of 
this subject. That good will come out of it, wli do not doubt 
There had grown up among us, it seems, not a few mistaken 
notions, some of them of very hurtful tendency, that needed to 
be exposed, and the church led to a clearer perception of her whole 
system of truth, by the elimination of some exaggerated ideas 
regarding certain 'portions of her principles, and certain parts of 
their application. On this ground, we feel satisfied that the dis- 
cussion has been opened; and have no objection, in proper circum- 
stances, to its continuance. tf. M. W. 



POSITION AND TESTIIONT OF THE CHDECH. 

[From the Belfast CoTenanter.] 

A BRIEF pamphlet has been lately emitted in Anierica, and sent 
to these countries, on which, because of its title, and its reference to 
the cbarch, with which this penodical \b conuected^ we consider our- 
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lelves called to offer some comments. For the present, on account 
rf our limited space, we only notice a few of the more prominent 
features and statements — premising that, in a future paper, we will 
!t7 to enter into a fuller discussion of the various matters contained 
in this brochure. 

First — The designation of this production is worthy of notice. 
[t is entitled — " JJeclaration and lestimany for the Present Truth,** 
md has attached to it the names of ^^ David Steele,** Bev. Thomas 
Hannay, and a number of others, males and females, who, we 
suppose, are in some way connected with the Old Light section of 
the Reformed Presbyterian Church in America. The honor of 
authorship of the document, however, plainly belongs to the "Rev. 
David Steele,** a minister in Ohio, as the others speak of concurring 
in his views ; and yet he and these private members regard the 
^* declarations and statements ** of this pamphlet as the grand pana- 
cea for healing the breaches of Zion, and uniting the witnesses for 
the Covenanted Testimony in all lands ! They, moreover, endorse 
these statements, as "just, true and seasonable.** The arrogant 
presumption of this title, it is difficult to characterize as it deserves. 
Knowing that Covenanters everywhere make mention of the 
" Present TruUi,'* the writer places this in the front of his publica- 
tion — doubtless that it may excite attention. But, instead of the 
pamphlet containing any exhibition of the grand doctrine of 
Me88iah*s Headship, in its legitimate application, or any other 
fundamental article, which is commonly regarded as the present 
truthj it is filled with misreprel^entations of public proceedings, 
misstatements of facts, and false accusations against ministers and 
ecclesiastical bodies ; and its obvious aim is everywhere to excite pre- 
judice against such as are honestly endeavoring, amidst opposition 
and reproach, to maintain the testimony to which they are solemnly 
pledged. All this is done, too, by David Steele, and those who, 
through ignorance and easy credulity, have endorsed his views, in 
the way of a public "Declaration and Testimony.** The arrogance 
of this lies in one man, and some others concurring, without au- 
thority or consultation, assuming the prerogative of an ecclesiasti- 
cal court, in judging, condemning and censuring. All that is 
wanted to complete this display of petulant arrogance is to prefix 
the short word "Act** to the title, which may, in all likelihood, be 
done in the second edition ; and then we have the "iic/, Decixrcr 
ikn and Testimony for the Present Truth ** of David Steele and his 
coadjutors. This will, probably, in their estimation, supplant even 
the Testimony of 1761, or any other that has been subsequently 
published. 

Secondly — ^A word or two in the opening, concerning the author 
of this " declaration and testimony,'* may not be out of place. The 
Bev. David Steele was, for some time, a minister, and metnber of 
the Reformed Presbyterian Synod in the United States, fuUv 
pledged by his own solemn vows to maintain its testimony, botn 
doctrinal and historical, as contained in the book bearing the title 
^Reformation Principles Exhibited." As far as we have ever 
12 
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learned, while he remained in the body, he made no exception 1 
either to the matter or manner of the Testimony of the American ' 
Church, nor to the formula and terms of communion adopted by \ 
"ttiem. After some discussion, which took place in the Synod, a 
number of years ago, chiefly in relation to voluntary associations 
respecting slavery, intemperance, &c., in which Mr. Steele took a 
part, and after the Synod had finally adjourned, he and another min- 
ister declined the Synod's authority,and declared a separation from 
the body under its jurisdiction. This course was clearly uncon- 
stitutional and irregular. It was taken on insufficient grounds, as 
the Synod itself, in a short time after, adopted and acted on the views 
which Mr. Steele and others in the majority advocated, in volun- 
tary associations. Mr. S., in his separation^ was guilty of schism, 
and this cannot surely be regarded as a light matter by any who 
have regard to the Scripture declarations on the subject. His 
course, ever since, has been schisraatical — censoriously misrepre- 
senting the position and conduct of brethren in America — ^gather- 
ing dissatisfied persons to his standard, under pretenses of purity 
and extraordinarv zeal for the truth ; and now, by means of this 
declaration, and oy personal visits, seeking to prosecute schismati- 
oal courses in these countries, by pleading in oehalf of the Testi- 
mony of 1761, and the Auchinsaugh renovation, and by oalumni- 
ating brethren who are contending and sufierin^ for the present 
truth. If it is a duty strongly enjoined in Scripture to **mark 
them who cause divisions and avoid them," then is there small 
reason indeed for any who love the truth, and who value the church's 
peace and prosperity, to identify themselves with the " Testimony" 
of David Steele, and to follow his leadership. 

Thirdly — The " declarations and statements " of this brochure, 
which the subscribers attest to be "just, true and seasonable,'' have, 
in our judgment, a character exactly the reverse of this. They 
are, throughout, unjust, untruthful, and in our view, even for the 
objects they profess to seek — the healing of divisions in the church 
— unseasonable statements. The writer professes to deplore "the 
manitold and successive divisions " of the Covenanting Church; 
and yet he takes an evident pleasure in trumpeting them aloud: , 
while he misstates the facts respecting them and the present posi- | ^ 
tion of the separate parties. He makes statements, moreover, | ^ 
concerning brethren that are anything but fair and candid, and ]^ 
that have the obvious tendency of injuring them in public estima- 
tion, and of alienating them m the esteem of those who follow 
the teaching of the Eev. David Steele and his coadjutors. Aa a 
singular instance that men who profess extraordinarv zeal for truth, 
and aftect much purity, often know not what spirit tney are of, may 
be noticed the declaration that occurs at the commencement of the 
pamphlet — "Our present purpose is not so much to criminate 
others ; nor is it our intention to bring a railine accusation against 
any.'' Had the writer, instead of this, omitted the negatives in both 
clauses of the sentence, he would have been much nearer the 
truth in making the statement There is, we are persuaded, no 
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person who will attentively read the pamphlet, and who knows 
the facts and history referred to, but will admit that the purpose 
persistently pursued is to "criminate others;" and the act done, 
whatsoever was the " intention,*' is to " hring a railing accusation 
against '' such as have the misfortune to diner in sentiment and 

Eractice from the Rev. David Steele. Through the pamphlet, we 
ave criminations and railing accusations everywhere ; while we 
have failed to discover a single instance, in which brethren in 
America, or in these countries, who cannot indorse the writer's 
views, are credited either with good intentions, or with faithful at- 
tachment to our fathers* testimony. 

Two or three statements, taken from the commencement of this 
" Declaration and Testimony," may be given as instances of studied 
perversion of facts, and misrepresentation. Others will occur 
hereafter. The maxim that the suppressio veri — ^the concealment 
of a part of the truth — makes a statement that is otherwise just, a 
falsehood, applies in all its force here. If we apply it to this "Tes- 
timony " throughput, instead of its being, as pretended, an honest 
display of " the present truth," it clearly flails under the prohibi- 
tion of the ninth commandment, as being "prejudicial to truth, 
and injurious to our own and oiir neighbor's good name, especially 
in witness-bearing." 

Speaking of the number of Synods in existence in Britain and 
America, Mr. Steele represents the separation in these cases as be- 
inff on the ground of not "interpreting and appilying the aanu 
judicial testimony in the same manner." This is plainly a mis- 
statement. He ought to have known, and candor would have re- 
quired him to state, that the divisions took place in America and 
Scotland on account of plain and open departure on the part of 
the New Light brethren from the testimony formerly received, and 
that the division took place in Ireland, while the Synod still had 
the testimony of 1761 as its only authorized testimony. In this 
case, it was plainly not " the framing and adopting of different tes- 
timonies," as the writer alleges, "that furnished occasion for a 
divided fellowship." Nor would any one who is acquainted with 
Hie subject, affirm that the adoption of what is styled, with an evi- 
dent ill design, ^^ different testimonies^'' was the principal cause of 
division in any of the instances referred to. This is clearly a case 
of adducing a non cansapro causa^ and amounts to a palpable mis- 
representation. 

Again — ^the sketch given of the preparation of the present tes- 
timony of the church in Scotland, is onesided and unfair. It is 
altogether unjust to represent it as the work of men bent on seek- 
ing defection. Mr. Steele is perfectly aware that there were other 
reasons given than those which he has stated, for preparing and 
adopting the new testimony. The Synod has clearly stated these 
in the preface, and honesty and candor would have required that 
the writer had referred to them; but this would not suit, as .it 
wonld have blunted the point of his criminations. Then it is sin- 
gularly unfair to represent the present testimony held by the. B^ . 
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formed Synods in Scotland and Ireland, as adopted, in conformity 
to the lax spirit of the age, as an abandonment of the principles 
of the former testimony, and as ^^ a material change of the plat- 
form laid down in the original testimony." These statements are 
in direct contradiction to the declarations solemnly and judicially 
made by the Synods in Scotland and Ireland. They are the testi- 
mony of the Rev. David Steele versus that of the whole ministiy 
and eldership, both in Scotland and Ireland, given after carefiil 
consideration, at the periods of the adoption of the testimony. We^ 
challenge Mr. Steele to produce the proof of his gratuitous and 
unfounded assertions; until he does so, we regard ourselves called 
to pronounce them destitute of truth, and the "Testimony" in 
which they are utttered as a false witness. 

Passing over other points, to which we ma^ allude hereafter, we no- 
tice the reference to the new historical testimony, which is now un- 
der the consideration of the Reformed Synod in Ireland. Not content 
with misrepresenting the past procedure of the church, Mr. Steele 
tries to excite prejudice against any steps of progress in the future. 
Ue says, "Ada to this, the Irish Synod has now in overture a new 
draft of a historical part of the testimony, which, if at all necessary, 
must be presumed to be materially different from that of Scotland." 
All that we deem requisite to say here is, that of the necessity of 
having such a testimony, the Synod in Ireland may be presumed 
to be a somewhat better judge than the Rev. David Steel, and his 
coadjutors. The presumption, moreover, that such a testimony, 
when adopted, will be "materially different" from the former tes- 
timony, is by no means apparent. While the great principles of 
the church's testimony remain the same, there may be, and, as we 
presume to think, even at the hazard of being put under the ban 
of Mr. Steele, there ought to be provision male for their applica- 
tion in different times and circumstances, from those in which they 
were first emitted under judicial sanction. We will yield to no 
person in Veneration and regard to the testimony of 1761 ; nor will 
we ever shrink from maintaining its grand principles. But we 
view it as simply superstition, and unfaithfulness to the cause of 
truth, to maintain, as Mr. Steele does, that holding by. former 
scriptural attainments bars the way of the church in different 
countries, emitting a distinct testimony, adapted to the place and 
times in which she is situated. The reasons assigned in the preface 
to our present testimony are sufficient to justify its adoption, and 
likewise the action of the Irish Synod in relation to the new his- 
torical testimony in overture, without having recourse to Mr. 
Steele's " testimony " — ^imputing discreditable motives to brethren. 

"In the lapse of three quarters of a century, ^now more than a 
whole century^ many and great changes have taken place. Truth 
is immutable, out the forms of error and ungodliness are perpetn- 
ally changing. That it mav confront the varying forms of error, 
it is, therefore, indispensable that a testimony be progressivie. The 
times are not the same, the controversies are not the same, the 
parties are not the same that they were sevenfy-eight (now more 
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than a hundred) years ago. In a document published at so remote 
a period, there must be many things which, however necessary ^nd 
appropriate then, are inapplicable to modern times. The evolu- 
tions of Providence, during the same period, bring into existence 
a long train of events, of which it is proper that the church should 
make some improvement. The necessity. for a new exhibition of 
liie principles of the church had, therefore^: become evident many 
years ago.'* Would Mr. Steele condescend to discuss these reasons, 
and to show their insufficiencv, he might do a better service to his 
followers than by casting forth groundless insinuations of unfaith- 
fulness against brethren, and misrepresenting the proceedings of 
church judicatories, in lifting up a standard for truth. 
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<<TnB GIUUCI IN THE EAST "— BiLTIIORE. 

Mbssrs. Bbitors — Several articles have lately appeared in the 
ages of the magazine with reference to the Church in the West 
?he claiqis of this and that localitv have been presented by this 
and that writer to the attention of tnose who seek homes in any of 
the prairie States. There are, no doubt, many pleasant and desira- 
ble locations in the West and Northwest, where the ordinances 
are now regularly dispensed — these should especiallv be sought, 
for many of them possess a soil and climate equal to nei^hor- 
hoods where preaching cannot now be had, and perhaps with but 
little prospect for it for some time to come. The writers of these 
articles certainly do well to point out the advantages of this and 
that neighborhood, and to ask members of the church, and espe- 
cially heads of families, if they leave congregations in the East, to 
settle where they will not be deprived even for a time of stated 
preaching — for if they go to unknown and distant neighborhoods 
for the sake of cheaper lands and a better market, and perhaps 
gain neither the one or the other, they-need not complain if the 
church neglects them, or be surprised if their children enter other 
churches and neither live or die Covenanters. We sincerely hope 
the day is not far distant when accessions will be such that we will 
have large and flourishing congregations in Albia, Washin^on, 
Davenport and Indianapolis — for all these places certainly have 
groat attractions. 

It is our intention, however, in this article, to call attention 
briefly to the advantages of at least one locality in the East, and 
we do so for the reason that the claims of this locality have hith- 
erto been overlooked — and we refer to the city of Baltimore. 

It cannot be thought indelicate to present some reasons why 
a congregation which has hitherto been denied accessions from 
abroad, if causes existed tending to keep away, should now 
have those accessions, if the causes then existing are now re- 
oaoved. There must have been a reason why Covenanters who 
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left the mother church and came to the New World nearly always 
sought the ports of New York or Philadelphia in preference to 
Baltimore ; and while a few have at one time or another arrived 
at the latter port, and some of these still remain, yet it was avoided 
by the very great majority. There must have been a reason also 
for the fact that while Baltimore as a city will compare with the 
best cities of the Union, and presents as many advantages— opens as 
many avenues to wealth — ofters as many inducements to the mer- 
chant and mechanic, has not attracted Covenanters like other 
cities have done. We all know that slavery has been the only 
cause. It was not to be supposed that anti-slavery people of what* 
ever faith, much less Covenanters, would as a general thing of 
free choice seek homes in a city that had its slave-pens, or a State 
that in all its counties had its auction blocks. The greater won- 
der is that Covenanters, with such principles as they have always 
held, could have found a foothold here at all; yet as early as 1817 
we find an organized congregation in Baltimore; and certainly 
the greater credit belongs to those who, from that time to this, 
have contended for the truth, remained true to their principles, 
retained their love for the old " distinctions," refused to be driven 
from their posts, and, despite all discouragements and temporary 
reverses, have ever "kept the candlestick in its place." There 
have been many congregations in the church, and in favorable lo- 
calities too, that have long ago died out ; yet the cause here, by 
the fidelity and earnestness of the few, flagged not, no not even 
in days when Plug Uglies ruled the city, and when slavery, by the 
great majority, was not even thought of as an evil. If a congre- 
gation could keep its life for half a century during the worst days 
of slavery, and even flourish under such unfavorable circum- 
stances, ought it not, for the discouragements overcome in days 
that are past, be encouraged by accessions in days that are to 
come ? For this reason we do not hesitate to present the claims 
of a locality that, so far as worldly interests are concerned, offers 
just now many inducements. Maryland has cleared her skirts of 
the evil of slavery, and this no longer exists as a barrier to emi- 
gration. This great change, which promises so well for her future 
as a State, was not a hasty, unadvised proceeding, begotten by a 
momentary impulse; but it was the clear, full, determinate, hearty 
decision of the people that such should be made, and one that the 
people do not at all res^ret, if their actions since can give any in- 
dex to their feelings. For instance : Representative Creswell, one 
of the most radical members of the House, has been elected by the 
Legislature to fill in the U. S. Senate the unexpired term of the 
recently deceased Senator Hicks. 

Baltimore, with but half the population of Philadelphia, gave to 
President Lincoln at the fall election, a majority of nearly three 
thousand votes over the city of Philadelphia. Such speakers as 
Henry Ward Beecher, Frederick Douglas, Geo. W. Curtis, Anna 
E. Dickinson, spoke here to crowded halls during the past winter, 
and their most radical utterances were cheered to the echo— all 
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these things indicating very clearly that the change in the senti- 
ment of the people is not superficial, but radical ; and Covenanters 
coming now to Maryland will find it as thorouffhly anti-slavery, 
and*mojre so than some of the States that have had Free State Con- 
stitutions since the organization of the Government. 

For merchants, we believe no other city can at this time be so 
desirable. Baltimore has always had a* heavy trade with thie 
South, and will' still retain it. If the rebellion is nearly at its end^ 
and everything now seems to indicate it— the ^uns from Fort 
M'Henry at this moment announcing the fall of Richmond — trade 
will once more be resumed, and Baltimore, on aceount of its loca* 
tion, its accessibility, will take its place as the great commercial 
city of the South. Merchants from the East are certainly recog- 
nizing the fact, as we are told there are more than two niindred 
doing business here, none of whom were found here four years 
t^o. If others can do so well, why cannot Covenanters ? And the 
change in the forming community of Maryland has been far more 
manifest, as the papers record nearly every day the sale of farms 
to parties fifom other States, principally from Pennsylvania ; and 
the strongest of inducements are now held out to members of our 
church who would desire forms close enough to Baltimore as to 
have the benefits of its superior markets, as turnpike roads lead- 
ing in every direction from the city afford in all seasons of the 
year easy access to both church and market. Land has advanced 
in value here, as it has nearly everywhere throughout the coun- 
^y y^t ffood farms can be had; and considering the improve- 
ments and proximity to markef, at very cheap rates, as many, on 
account of the disorganization of the labor system, are willing and 
even anxious now to sell ; and we do believe that many would do 
well to settle in Maryland-^if they are not succeeding more than 
reasonably well in other places. Clerks, mechanics, laborers, all 
who wish to live in a city, can do as well here as elsewhere, and their 
presence will give encouragement and add strength to a congre- 
gation that cannot boast a large membership — ^yet if it even be 
denied accessions from abroad, has no notion of dying out. 

It would be a very great pity, indeed, if a church whose doors 
have been open every Sabbath for nearly fifty years, and those 
years belongmg all to slavery, should now be closed when the fu- 
ture will all belong to freedom. Gladly would we see a Covenan- 
ter congregation in the capital of every State ; but should that one 
be allowed to die which is within an hour's ride of the capital of 
the country? If others are full of hope, that congregations can 
be made where there is so little with which to begin, surely that 
one that has existed so long, where nearly everything tenaed to 
discourage, may anticipate well for the future when nearly eyery- 
thing tends to encourage. 

In presenting thus the claims of a particular congregation, we 
do not wish to be understood that it is weaker than many others, 
for it possesses twenty- two families. It must not be understood 
that it is not self-sustaining, for it puts more into the trealhry of 
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the cburob than it takes out — I do not wish it to be understood, 
either, that unless it has accessions from abroad or other congre- 
gations it will lose its own organization, for it has no such 
idea or expectation ; but we simply ask that we be put upon an 
equality with others, and if deserving, share like benefits. l)o not 
think we would ur^e anyone to come to Maryland, unless we 
thought it to be their interest so to do* We sincerely pray for the* 
welfare of the church at large, and that our beloved iZion, saved 
from division, '^may lengthen her cords, strengthen her stakes, andt 
stretch the curtains of her habitation both far and wide." 

Any letters sent to the pastor, or to Jas. Wright or Jaa. Cum- 
ncduffs, members of session, corner East and HiUen streets^ vriU be 
gladly answered. 

Amil 3d, 1865. 



BIOOtiPHICil SIITOI IF KET. WIlLIil SI«iH. 

Mb. Editor — At your solicitation, together with that of many 
friends, I furnish you with this slight sketch of the life and chai> 
acter of my honored and lamented father. In thus yielding, I am 
not carrying out his own expressed wish, viz. thiU; no obituaij 
should be written of him, and that no stone should mark his grave;r 
his only desire being to rest in peace, as one among the undistin* 
guished number of God's children, until the morning of the re- 
surrection. 

Rev. William Sloane was bom Majr 12, 1787, in the county pf 
Antrim, parish of Glyn, Ireland ; died in Washington county, Illi- 
nois, December 8, 1863. He was bom of Covenanter ancestry, his 
immediate parents and all before them as far back as can be 
traced, having been of the same faith, descendants of those 

(*Who sustained 
With will inflexible, those fearful pangs 
Triamph%ntl7 displayed in records left 
Of persecution, and the covenant times 
Whose echo rings thro' Scotland to this boor.'' 

He was a somewhat peculiar and precocious child, remarkable 
for his piety and his studious habits ; at ten years of age his favor- 
ite occupation was to retire to some quiet sunny or sheltered nook 
and spend the day in nerusing the works of the divines of the 
Second Reformation. Of a nervous temperament, a sensitive and 
shrinking disposition, he never had any relish for the boisterous 
amusements of boyhood, and shunned rather than courted the so- 
ciety of those of his own a/^e ; he was thus kept from many of the 
temptations peculiar to this period of life. It was a great cause 
of thankfulness to him in after years, that he had but few sins of 
youth over which to mourn. 

His first and only ambition was to obtain an education and en- 
ter the ministry ; tibis object he kept steadily before him, and pu^ 
sued it with the most determined perseverance and in the face of 
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obstacles that mi^ht have discouraffed one of less tenacity of pur- 
pose, until his efforts were, crowned with success. He never knew 
out one object in life, viz. to preach the unsearchable riches of 
our Lord Jesus Christ to perishing sinners. 

At an earl^ age he attended the classical school, or m we would 
term it in this country, academy, in the town of Lame ; this insti- 
tution was under the care of two gentlemen of first-rate attain- 
ments, both in mathematics and the ancient languages; his aptitudie 
soon attracted the attention of his teachers, and he was treated by 
them as an equal and a friend rather than as a pupil. 
^ From twenty *to thirty years of age he was engaged iu teaching 
in order to procure the means of prosecuting his studies, and of 
supporting an aged father and mother, now chiefly dependent upon 
him. During this period his leisure hours were spent in diligent 
Mid painstaking reading; he acquired not only large stores of 
theological knowledge, but made himself thoroughly acquainted 
with the best writers of the English language bom in prose and 
poetry. Blessed with a memory which it is no exaggeiration to 
characterize as prodigious, he retained what he read with wonder- 
fill tenacity, and wias able to reproduce it with ease and readiness; 
those who were familiar with him will remember how frequently 
a passage from Milton, Cowper, Young, &c., was introduced by 
him to give point to a sentiment both in preaching and conversa- 
tioiL 

At the close of this period he was married to Mary M'Niece, in 
whom he found not only an affectionate wife, but a prudent coun- 
selor. Her untiring energy and hopeful disposition sustained him 
in many seasons of depression and discouragement, while her pru- 
dence frequently enabled him to avoid mistakes into which a tem- 
perament somewhat hasty might otherwise have involved him. 
Shortly after his marriage he emigrated to the United States, and 
almost immediately commenced tne study of theology, under Rev. 
(afterward Dr.) J. R. Willson, of Uoldenham ; here he completed 
the theological course, and was licensed to preach the everlasting, 
gospel by the New York Presbytery, April 4th, 1820. 

He soon received a call from the congregation of Topsham, Vt 
In this charge he spent the first nine years of his ministry. During: 
this period he was frequently drawn into controversy both upon the 
Arminian and 0niversalist heresies; he also took a deep interest in 
the anti-masonic movement, the question of the day, by which the- 
country was shaken as afterward in the anti-slavery struggle. Find- 
ing the climate of Vermont too cold for his somewhat weble consti- 
tution, and the prospects of the congregation by no means encour- 
aging, he demitted his charge and removed to the West in 182^. 
Beceiving appointments from the Pittsburgh Presbytery, he received 
a call in a few months from the united congregations of Greenfield^ 
and Londonderry, within the bounds of that presbytery. The tima 

Sent in this region he considered the happiest period of his life ;, 
e country was rich, the climate healthv and tne society conge- 
nial; he was on terms of cordial friendship with hia brethren of 
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the presbytery, and cultivated a close intimacy with the ministere 
of other denominations in the neighborhood, and especially witl 
the president and professors of Franklin College, oy whom ho 
was held in high esteem as a thorough scholar and sound divine; 
here it was his desire to spend his days. Ambitious and trouble- 
some men in' the Greenfield branch of the congregation were the 
instruments employed by Providence to teach him that here there 
is no continuing city, in the year 1840, he again removed to the 
State of Illinois, and was settled for the third and last time in the 
congregation of Elkhorn. In this charge he continued until 1858, 
when he was compelled to give up the active exercise of the office 
of the ministry, on account of the increasing infirmities of old age. 

During this period of his life he was visited with repeated and 
severe afflictions; he followed to the grave in succession seven out 
of nine children, together with her who had been the partner of 
his joys and sorrows for more than forty years. These trials he 
bore with a calm and serene resignation. After demitting his 
charge he continued to employ his time as diligently as ever in 
reading, writing and occasional ministrations in the neighboring 
congregations; his last sermon was from Heb. 12: 24, ^^ Jesus the 
Mediator of the new covenant." Although the body was wasted 
and enfeebled by'age, the mental j^owers retained their vigor; he 
continued to set Zion above his chief ioy, took a lively interest in 
the war, watching the various unfoldings of the mighty drama 
with the deepest solicitude. During these latter years he resided 
in the family of his eldest son, was cheerful and contented, express- 
ing no regret except that he had been able to acconiplish so little 
for the cause of Christ. At length the end came: Dec. 2d, 1868, 
he took tea and read and conversed with the family in the evening 
as usual; although slightly indisposed for a short time previous, no 
alarming symptoms were manifested and no danger was apprehend- 
ed. He retired to rest at the usual hour; in the morning he was 
found dead in his bed, in a position of perfect repose and with a 
tranquil countenance that betrayed no evidence of either fear or 
siiflfering, apparentlv having passed away without a struggle or a 
pang. Such a deatn Dr. Guthrie has described in his own inimi- 
table manner: ^' Some are, so to speak, translated like Enoch. Last 
evening on the street, at his post of duty, the good man * was;* the 
chariot with silent wheels coines to his door at the dead of night; 
he is borne away before he has time to wake; never tasting death, 
he is in glory before he knows. And they tell how the next morn- 
ing they found the body lying calin in death. *He was not, ifor 
God took him.' Happy fate to a true believer.'* 
. To represent to others my father as he appeared to myself and 
to those who knew him best, is a task more difficult than can be 
realized by one who has never made such an attempt; indeed I 
find it impossible, and must content myself with a few particulars 
in addition to the brief sketch that I have already presented. 

As a student, his industry was unceasing and untiring, indeed I 
do iiot remember to have heard him complain of weanness from 
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5 study ; he was constantly emproyed^ never wasting a mo- 
t that could by any possibility be tqrned to account. His 
larship consequently was mucn above the average; he read 
B, Hebrew, Greek and French, especially the two former Ian- 
;es, with great fluency. He was a natural mathematician, and 
accustomed to amuse hio&self in the intervals of leisure by 
Dg mathematical problems^ he was well versed in natural 
ce, especially in botany and astronomy, and next to the 
d, delighted in the study of the works of God. He excelled 
e knowledge of the Scriptures ; the notice prepared by Svn- 
committee does not express it too strongly — "he was mighty 
e Scriptures;" they were his constant study from youth to old 
it was his habitual practice to read a chapter in the Hebrew 
s in the morning and one in the Greek Testament in the even- 
his practice he continued until his death. In this knowledge 
jripture lay the secret of his power in the pulpit, it was a 
ire upon which he could always draw ; never, however, quot- 
<5ripture for the purpose of concealing barrenness of thought, 
inking passages together for a burst of declamation, but apply- 
: skillfully, for confirmation or illustration of the topic in hand, 
passage fitly joined and compacted into the body of the dis- 
e. 

a theologian he was accurate and profound. With Turretine 
he divines of the 17th century he was familiar ; this acquaint- 
with the best theological writers, together with his vast fund' 
riptural knowledge, enabled him to thread his way with skill 
3ase through the most intricate questions in theology. He 
peculiarly adapted to give instruction in this department, a 
bo which he was frequently called by presbyterial appointment 
g his ministry. 

was not what is termed a popular preacher, he was neither a 
rician nor an orator ; his training in both these respects wa» 
ent, consequently he had nothing of that art which has so 
I infiuence in making preaching attractive to the mass ; he 
tlways heard however by the more intellectual^ and spiritually 
ed with interest and profit ; his style was concise, perspicuous 
forcible, there was no commoplace, and no feeble platitudes^ 
ras argumentative and illustrative, occasionally imaginative 
poetic, especially upon communion occasions he would not 
quently rise to a majesty of thought and language that awed 
olemnized the congregation. 

3 great excellence as a preacher consisted in the clear and 
e presentation of gospel truth ; in this he was assisted by a 
nl faculty of " drivmg the nail," as he was accustomed to term 
power to lodge the idea in the mind of the hearer so that^ it 
be retained; attentive hearers always carndng away with 
large portions of the sermon. A minister of our own church 
•ne wefl qualified to rive an opinion, remarked to the writer 
tly, that he had heard many great preachers, «'but," said he, 
jver felt myself so completely fed as when listening to your 
•in hiB heat moods.'* \^ • 
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His nervoas and somewhat excitable temperament unfitted him 
fiMT taking a prominent part in church courts ; he was no schemer, 
knew nothing of "strate^" and had no taste for "church politico" 
He viewed every question in tiie light of its own tnerits, and witfci 
oat any regard to its hearings upon men and measures ; no entici^ 
ments could allure, no terror awe him to depart so much as a haif^i 
breadth £rom what he considered the path of rectitude ; eTerythinr 
was done as to the Lord and not to men. He loved the chura 
ynih an attachment that knew no abatement; he set Zion abovoi 
his chief joy, rejoiced in her prosperity and grieved in her adver- 
sity. In the trying times of Thirty-three, he never wavered or 
hesitated for a moment; he was too well grounded in the belief oE 
tiie truth to be moved either by the solicitations of personal fiiend- 
slwp or the allorements of worldly preferment. 

He was, of couirse, from the first an ardent abolitaonist, always^ 
when opportunity offered attending anti-slavery meetings and 
taking an active part in the discussions, preserving his compo8aie< 
in the midst of the greatest excitement, and never qnailing befon^ 
mob violence, to which in the earl^ days of the struggle he war 
fi?equently exposed ; peculiarlv sensitive to opposition from breth- 
rea in the church and easily tnrown off his guard in such ciccnm* 
stances, he was insensible to threats of personal violence^ and 
fireqnently most composed when others were most excited. 

Thus I have imperfectly sketched the outline of the life of one 
who was a faithful servant of the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave 
himself with more than ordinary singleness of purpose to his 
Master's work. Seeking not the honor that cometh from men, ho 
has received, we cannot doubt, the reward of the faithful servant; 
the crown of glory that fiadeth not away. 

^^ Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord, from henceforA; 
Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors, and their 
works do follow them." J. E. W. 8, 



FIHT ANflUiL SSPOST OF THE NEW AIEXIRDRIA B. F. FBEEMEirS lISniH- 

itr ASSOClATIOft. 

This Association was organized in January, 1864. At a con- 
gjregational meeting, a few mdividuals, feeling that as a congr^ph 
tion we were not doing for the Freedmen all that we were able, or 
all that the importance of the case required, agreed to meet and 
organize an effort to supplement the lack. 

The working of the organization is of the simplest kind. 
Meetings are held monthly; the exercises are, opening and cloaiDg 
with prayer ; discussing a subject previously proposed, of such a 
character as to excite an interest in the cause of missions ; after 
which each one contributes whatever they choose ; an account of 
what each contributes is kept by the Secretary. The fund con- 
tributed is distributed by vote of the Society. The average 
attendance of the members for the year has been 18. Sleven 
meetiDgB have beeu held-, %ld9.&l,0T m\2Kiu 4& <2ft&it& q£^MN^ 1^ 
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have been raised ; of which J25 were appropriated to the "Washing- 
ton Mission, $40 were sent to the Board of Domestic Missions, 
and 1^130 were appropriated to the clothing of the destitute Freed- 
men at Washington. The annual contribution of this branch of 
the congregation, numbering over one hundred members, haa 
been from ^5 to $60 to any one object of public interest. This 
organization, never embracing one quarter of the members^ has 
by an organized eflfort contributed nearly J200. 

This statement is presented to the public, not for the purpose of 
netting forth what we have done, which we feel is nothing to boast 
of, but to show what a difference there would be in our public 
funds, if, instead of the present loose and careless way in which 
collections are raised, there were a;i organized effort made in every 
congregation, and every member were to take sufficient interest 
in the aliairs of the church and the cause of Christ, to attend tilie 
meetings and take part in the work. If less than one-fourth of 
the congregation has done four times as much as the whole 
generally do, the whole congregation co-operating in the same way 
would do sixteen times as much as they have heretofore done. 

• 8. Jack, Chairman. 



SESOIUTIONS OF THIBB COaGREGlTIOR, NEW TORI. 

At the annual meeting of the congregation of the Third Re- 
formed Presbyterian Church, held in the lecture room on Tues- 
day evening, 18th instant, after the usual routine business was 
transacted, the following resolutions were adopted and ordered to 
be published : 

linsoloedy 1st. That in this appalling calamity, the assassination 
of the Chief Magistrate of this nation, which has bowed the en- 
tire community in grief, we read a solemn lesson of the uncertain- 
ty of human life, and hear the voice of God saying to us — "Watch 
and pray ! for in such an hour as ye think not, the Son of man 
Cometh. 

2d. That in this atrocious crime we see the wickedness of that 

2 stem of violence, oppression and blood which has incited the 
ibellion, which now, in its death agony, strikes thus wildly at 
the Nation's life. 

8d. That in the death of Abraham Lincoln we deplore the loss 
of an honest man, a noble, disinterested patriot, an able statesman, 
and a just ruler, and recognize his removal at this critical crisis of 
affairs as a great national calamity, and another severe chastise- 
ment from the hand of our Heavenly Father. 

4th. That we hear, in this event, the voice of Him who rules 
m the army of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth, 
commanding the execution of a righteous judgment upon the 
traitor, and a call upon the Nation to acknowledge his authority, 
to submit to his law, and to recognize his Bon as Eine of kings 
and Lord of lords. Huqh Qlasstord, Onairmaxu 
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OBITUitlBS. 



"DnsDf in the dty of New York, on the 8th of March, 1864, Mrs. Sa&ah 
Wiggins, widow of the late Mr. John Wiggina, in the 68d year of her age. 
She was born near Monaghan, Ireland. Her father, Mr. tfoseph Wiggins, 
came with his family to this country in 1826. He had been an elder in tlie 
Secession Ohurch in Monaghan, but soon after his arriral in New York lie 
acceded to the principles of the Beformed Presbyterian Ohurch, and became 
a member of the Chambers Street congregation. In 1832 the relations were 
ohanged to the Second congregation, in which he was an elder, faithful and 
affectionate, highly esteemed and truly loved, till his removal by death. 

The deceased was of a quiet, amiable, and very social disposition— sober- 
minded from early youth — well read in the massive theology of the seventeenth 
century — consistent in her religious profession — a lover of the house of Ood 
and the society of the godly — and on suitable occasions she manifested that 
she had rich experience and enlarged knowledge of the Christian life. Her 
sickness was brief. The summons was sudden, but to her not unexpected. 
She attended, in more than uhual health, all the devotional exercises oonneeted 
with the dispensation of the Lord's Supper in the cengregation. Eveij 
member of her family residing in the city was with her at the table. Toward 
the dose of the Monday service she received a slight paralytic stroke, yet not 
sufficient to prevent her going from the church with some company to dine 
with her brother, Mr. James Wiggins. From his house she was not r#iovej 
in life. She gradually sunk till early Wednesday morning, when she wis 
released from conflict. The interval between the enjoyment of the hiffbest 
communion by faith on earth, and her admission, as we believe, to the fdlow* 
ship of the general assembly and church of the first-born in heaven, was 
brief. 

The voice of this providence to her husband and to the Christian friends 
with whom she had for a long season taken sweet counsel, is, "Be ye abo 
ready, for in such an hour as ye know not, the Son of man cometh." UOM. 
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Died, of consumption, November 24, 1864, Mrs. Eliza J. Flimimg, in 
the 32d year of her age. The deceased, from an early age, was a member of 
th^ First Reformed Presbyterian congregation. New York, and commended 
herself to a large circle of friends and acquaintances by her quiet spirit and 
Christian demeanor. She loved the ordinances, and her last attendance in tlie 
sanctuary was at the Lord's table, to which she came in great feebleness onlj 
two months before her death. During her lingering illness she was cheeifu 
and confident. The last week of her life, in the intervals of her terrible 
agony, this was especially marked. She '' quieted herself as a child that is 
weaned of her mother," and with most pleasing simplicity and assnimee 
spoke of heaven and her anticipations of its joys. She forgot all the anguBli 
of separation from husband, children, parents, brothers, sisters and friend, 
while her faith took hold of Christ and eternity, and with << substance'' and L 
<* evidence" carried her and them into the glorious presence of her Bedeemer, 
and the full possession of the enduring inheritance. Her death was peaoefU. 
.<< The^Eang's daughter is all glorious," and we rejoice in hope. Com. 



Dnn>, in Camden, Delaware, September 16, 1864, Flora, infant child of 
Bey. Joseph and Mrs. E. Beattie^ Missionaries in Latakiyeh, Syria. 
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BOOK HOflGES. 

Tm Pbmbttiiuak HnTOBiaA.& ALXA.irAo. By Joieph H. Wilson. Vol. YI. Ill 
Sonth 10th street, Philadelphia. 1864. 

• 

We have received Mr. Wilson's " Almanac," and it is a large 
octavo of 489 pages ; full, as have been the preceding volumesj of 
matter relating to the great Jpesbyterian family, and its doings in 
1868. Among those of the Old School Presbyterian Assembly, 
we find that it adopted, by almost a unanimous vote, the closing 

Paragraph of the Solemn League and Covenant, quoting it from 
le covenant. 

We again earnestly recommend this almanac. The price is, of 
course, enhanced : to subscribers who pay in advance it is $2.00 — 
to those who pay on receipt of copy, $2.25; paid after publication^ 
(2.50. These are the terms of vol. 7, for which Mr. Wilson, with 
his usual promptness and zeal, has already begun to make prepara- 
tion. J. M. w. 

pKiiBSTATioir to the Ber. Wm* Anderson, A. M., of the Seformed Presbyterian 
Church, Loanhead, Sootland. 

Some friend abroad has sent us this pamphlet of 19 pages, oc- 
tavo, containing the proceedings of a meeting held in Mr. Ander- 
son's church, March 14, of this year, for the purpose of presenting 
him with a purse of 270 sovereigns, and to his wife a valuable 
time-piece, as a token of the high esteem in which both are held 
by^ the members of the congregation, and by their Christian 
neighbors. We can readily understand, on perusing the addresses 
made by Mr. McDonald, ruling elder of Glasgow, Mr. Anderson 
himself, and others, some by members of his congregation, and 
others by the ministers of the different denominations located in 
the parish — all of whom, we believe, were present and took part — 
that the meeting was one of great interest to all parties. We are 
pleased to learn that our friend and brother occupies so hiffh a 
place in the esteem and afiections of those who know him best, 
of his own church and of other denominations. He well deserves 
the honors conferred upon him. He has been a diligent, wise 
and faithful preacher, witness and pastor. j. m. w. 

BuPORKBD Pbisbttsbiav Cbuboh. Address by the Rer. W. Milroy. 

This is a small pamphlet containing Mr. M'g. remarks addressed 
to the congregation of which he is pastor, in Penpont, Scotland, 
at a meeting convened for the purpose of considering the decision 
of Synod in 1868, regarding voting and taking the oath of alle- 
giance. The position adopted bv Mr. M., and which he urged 
upon the congregation, seems to be this — that the rightfulness of 
the oath is not clear, that the evidence is upon the whole against, 
but that the decision of Synod should be submitted to rather than 
make a schism in the body. This was substantially the resolution 
of the congregation, passed by a majority. 

That it is right, even djitiful, in many cases, to submit to wrong 
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decisions of clinrch courts, rather than make another rent in tbe 
body of Christ, is universally admitted ; but it is a very different 
matter when the whole distinctive position of the church is concerned, 
as it was in the question then before the Scottish Synod. We know it 
is. said that no change was made except in reference to discipline; 
but this involved doctrine too. If the doinff of acts which coa- 
t^avene the profession and testimc^^i^ of a church, is eocpressfy to 
be tolerated, it is too evident to require detailed proof, that the 
avoidance of such acts ceases to be au actual part of such church'^ 
profession and testimony. The words of prohibition may remain 
m their books, but they are, to all intents and purposes, a dmi 
Utter. 

We regret that our former and much esteemed pupil saw £t to 
adopt his present position. j. m. yr. 

Princeton Review. — ^The following are the contents of the 
April number: 1. The Structure of the Old Testament 2. An 
account of Extreme Unction. 3. Census of 1860. 4. Herbert 
Spencer's Philosophy. 6. Principles of Church Union. These 
articles are discussed with the usual ability of the Review. 

AiditUMial Book NotioM on 9d pN(t cf Omw. 
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The undersigned owes an apology to many readers of the Maga- 
zine for the space occupied in late numbers by the controversy on 
the war question. He thought that a refutation of mistaken viewB 
circulated in sheets and pamphlets was needed, but did not antid- 
pate such a protracted discussion. Now, however, that it has 
closed, he gives assurance that so far as he is concerned it shfdl not 
not be. re-opened. 

It is due to himself, in this connection, to state his views on a 
point that has received some prominence in this discussion — ^the. 
distinctive position of the Reformed Presbyterian Church. That 
position is not simply that she has clearer views of divine truth 
than other evangelical churches. It is, that she is the true repre- 
sentative of the Church of Scotland, holding to all the attainmenti 
of the Second Reformation. She differs from other churches by 
dissenting from unscriptural civil institutions, and forbiddioff 
political fellowship with them. She, besides, testifies against lu 
churches that, claiming to be descendants of the Church of Soot- 
laud, have given up any of the truths which she exhibited in her 
Confession of Faith. These departures from the position of the 
church when she was visibly one, have broken her up into 
numerous fragments, each forming an organization on a sectarian 
basis. Should the Reformed Presbyterian Church abandon this, 
her historic and constitutional position, she will lose her prestige 
and her power, and wUl no longer have any distinct -mission to 

fnmn. . • T.S. 
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' We are out of the January, February and March numbers of this 

year, and January ani February of 18G3. Can any of our subscribers 
send them to us ? 



RECEIPTS FOR SOUTHERN MISSION. 
1865. 
April 5, Ladies' Missionary Society, Rushsylvania, to 

purchase clothiug for Freedmen, $ 11 32 

" 24, TVilkinsburg cong., per II. Dean, 70 00 

" " Collection in Sabbath School in Washington, 

I). C, per J. 0. Bayles, 20 00 

*' " John HoUiday, Perth, Canada, $4 00 

" ** Premium on above, per Dr. Willson, 1 60 6 60 

** 25, Brooklands cong., per Dr. SprouU,.., 30 08 

" " Robert Wylie, of Plumer, per Dr. Sproull, 10 00 

" *' Mary Herron, of Darto^n, " " *' 2 00 

" 26, Wm. Holliday, St. Louis, for Natchez, 75 00 

" " Daniel Chesnut, Pittsburgh, per Dr. JSproull,... 100 00 
** 29, Certificate of Deposit in Washington, D. C., 
for clothing and feeding Freedmen, per Rev. 

T.M.Elder 816 00 

Less Bank charges for collection, 2 04 818 96 

May 1, 2d cong., New York, per Jas. Wiggins, 110 40 

<« *^ Calvin M'Alister, Bethel, N.Y., per Jas. Wiggins, 25 00 $1,278 86 
** 3, Amount collected in the congregation of Pitts- 
burgh and Allegheny for church in Indian- 
apolis, 857 65 

$1,681 01 
D. EuwBB, Trecuurer. 

RECEIPTS FOR FOREIGN MISSION OF R. P. CHURCH. 
1865. 

April 24, Union, &c. congregation, $74 GO 

Premium on silver, ^ 25 $74 25 

<* " Brookland cong., 19 75 

«• " J. Holliday, Perth, Canada West, 6 00 

Premium on note, 2 00 7 CO 

'* ** MaryBarr, Allegheny, silver, $1. CO, Prem. 26 cts., 1 25 

" *' Donation, 1 00 

All the above per Rev. T. Sproull. 

" <' Springfield Branch of Springfield cong., 10 50 

«» *' Captain W. E. Allen, of 155th Reg. Pa. Vols...... 2 00 

" 28, Kortright cong., : 21 00 

" 29, D. Chesnut of Pittsburgh, per Rev. T. Sproull,... 100 00 

*• '* Robert Wylie, per Rev, T. Sproull, 10 00 

" " Joseph Allen, Allegheny, per do., 6 00 

«< *• Vernon cong., 16 18 

March 1, Samuel C. Davis, Co. I, 105th Pa. Vols., 1 00 

May 4, 1st coug., Philadelphia, collection of 26th of 

last month, :....' 829 30 

William Brown, 
Treasurer of Foreign Misswru. 



RECEIPTS FOR DOMESTIC MISSIONS. 
1865. 

April 24, Cherry Street cong., per W. M'Knight, $67 00 

" 25, Mrs. Martha Wylie, of Plumer ■, 5 00 

" " 'R. Macklin, Shabbona's Grove, 2 25 

$75 15 

Danibl Euwbe, HVeaaurer. 
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< Wliertto we havo already attained, lot ua walk by the same rule, let ns mind the same 

thing."— PAi7.8:16. 
" Ye Bhonld earnestly contend for the faith which was once dolivered unto the sainta." Jtide. 



RECEIPTS FOR FOREIGN MISSION OF R. P. CHURCH. 

1865. 

May. 22, Old Bethel oodjj., 111., $32 00 

« »' Cash from B. W. Hutcheson, of Rushsylvania, 0. 2 00 

" " Samuel M'Coy, Triadelphia, Va., 10 00 

The following sums received while at Synod in Utica, 0. 

" 24, Londonderry cong., &c., 17 05 

'* " Brookland cong., Pa. 9 50 

" " Collected by Miss Sarah Dunlap, of Tomika, 0. $7, 

Mrs. Quigg, $1, Miss Quigg, 50 cents, 8 50 

" " A. Morrow, J^5, Mrs. Crawford, $5, Mrs. D. Guth- 
rie, $4, total per Rev. S. Bowden, 14 00 

" 25, Ryegate and Barnet cong., 48 60 

« " Interest on Ruth Gilfillan's bequest, 5 60 

" " John A. Morse, 10 00 

Total per Rev. J. M. Beattie, 04 20 

«' ** Jas. Oliver, Toronto, C. W. $2,prem. 80 cts., Miss 

Frazier, 85 cts., per Rev. D. Scott, 8 16 

" 26, James E. Nisbet, per Rev. R. B. Cannon, 5 00 

" '< Robert Shields, licentiate, 4 00 

" " Sterling cong., 16 00 

«< *' William Porter, of Washington, Iowa 100 

" " James Patton, of Utica, Ohio, 5 00 

«* " David Kilpatrick, Jr., of Linton, Iowa,. 2 60 

** *' Female Missionary Society of Sterling, 10 00 

'< 30, Rev. David Scott, 2 60 

*< " J. N. M'Kelvy, last sum received at Synod, 1 00 

June 8, Mailed at Norfolk, Ya., signed a Tenth to the 

Lord, 2 00 

** 6, Mrs. Rosanna Dunn, of Bovina cong., N. Y., 3 00 

« It f£yifQ little girls of do., Mary Elizabeth Dunn and 
Sarah Catharine Kennedy, 50 cents each, to 

educate heathen children, 1 00 

" 15, Amount contributed by the Sabbnth School of the 
3d cong., N. Y., for education of boys in the 

Syrian Mission, per H. Carlisle, 180 00 

" 19, Joseph Dodds, of Iowa Prairie, Iowa, 5 00 

William Brown, 
Treasurer of Foreign MusionSj 1G36 Locust St,, Philad'a. 



RECEIPTS FOR SOUTHERN MISSION. 
1865. 

May 15, Sabbath School in Coldenham, for Freedmen's school in 

Washington, $ 12 00 

" 16, Lake Eliza cong., per Dr. SprouU, 9 10 

*< 22, Old Bethel cong., per Rev. J. M'Cracken, 16 25 

JuAe 1, Miss Anderson, Slippery Rock cong., Pa., per Dr. W...... 5 00 

" " Jas. Dunlap, Dresden, 0., per Dr. Willson, 1 00 

" '* Miss Jane Dunn, •' " • '- $1 00 

*« " Mrs. Mary Jane Manners, ** ** " 6 26 

" " Mrs. Nancy Coulter, " •' " 1 00 

" " Mrs. Martha A. Daugherty," *' '< 1 00 

Western Society, Rehoboth cong., Iowa, 9 25 

" <* Southern Society, Rehoboth cong., Iowa, per Miss Jane 

Addir, 10 00 

« «< R., of Xenia, 0., per H. H. Jeorge, 6 00 

** <* Princeton, Ind., per Rev. J. Stott, 11 00 

«< " David Kirkpatrick, Linton, Iowa, 2 60 

" *' Mrs. R. Law, New Concord, 0., 3 00 

«< '* Wm. G. Reed, Kossuth, Iowa, 5 00 

" " Church Hill cong., 111., for Natchez Mission ^ 26 00 

" '* Bethel cong., per D. S. Faris, for do., 43 GO 

\>. '^TTHRi.'B.^ TSrtasurer. 
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'BS OF THE STSOD OP TDB REFORMED PRESBYTERIAS CEURCH. 

SESSION XXXVI. 

Reformed Prbsbtteriaw Church, Utioa, Ohio, 
Wednesday, May 24, 1865, 10 A. M. 

Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church met accord- 
adjournment, and after sermon by the Moderator from Ps. 
^as constituted with prayer by the Moderator, 
ibers were ascertained, and are as follows : 



ni9ti>rs. 

. MiUigaD, 

7. Sloane, 

sle, 

hompson, 

Seattle, 

ham, 

^illiams, 

.rmour, 

JoggB* 

Kennedy, 

llister,f 

\rillson. 

tevenson, 
iTylie, 

Tohnston,* 
Villson. 



NEW XORK PRESBYTERY. 
Rnliog Elders. 

James Thompson, 
John Kennedy, 
W. T. Miller, 



James Miller, 
A. S. Gilchrist, 



Congregations. 

First, New York. 
Second, New York. 
Third, New York. 
First, Newburgh. 
Second, Newturgh. 
Ryegatw anct Baruet. 
Bodton. 
White Lake. 
Craftsbury. 
Brooklyn. 
Bovina. 
' Walton. 



PHILADELPHIA PRESBYTERY. 
D. Smith, 
William Brown, 
T. Laughlin, 
B. J. Cummings, i 



First, Philadelphia. 
Second, Philadelphia* 
Third, Philadelphia. 
Baltimore. 



ROCHESTER PRESBYTERY. 



5proull, 

den, 

Ikin, 

Fohnston, 

it. 

Eiined since last meeting. 

18 



W. Oowan, 
H. Crockett, 



Rochester. 
York. 
Sterling. 
Syracuse. 



f Not present at the constitution of the Court. 
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PITTSBURGH PRESBYTERY. 



Minister!. 


Ruling Elders. 


Congregations. 


T. SprouH, 


A. Adams, 


Pittsburgh &Allegh. 




James Patterson, 


Monongahela. 


J. G-albraith, 


Robert Dodds, 


Union. 


J. Hunter, 


Samuel Henry, 


Wilkinsburg. 


A. M. MiUigan, 


John Beattie, 


New Alexandria, &c 


R. Reed, 


John Reid, 


Brookland, &c. 


J.J. M'Clurkin, 


C. Allen, 


Springfield. 


J. C. Smith, 


R Spear.* 


Slippery Rock, &c. 


S. Sterrett, 


John Bwing, 


Jackson, &c. 


T. M. Elder, 


D. Wallace, 


Kehoboth. 


A. J. MTarland, 




Salem. 


N. M. Johnston, 


John Acheson, 


Little Beaver. 




John Slater, 


Miller's Run. 


D. Reid, 


M. Stewart, 


Oil Creek. 


T. Hannay, 






J. Crozier. 


OHIO PRESBYTERY. 




J. C. Boyd, . 


W. B. Finney, 


Utica and Sanduskj 


A. M'Farland, 


James Ardrey, 


Jonathan's C'k&Ir\ 


H. P. M'Clurkin, 


David Wallace, 


Salt Creek. 




John Wiley, 


Muskingum & Tomi 




Edward Logan, 


Londonderry. 




A. Orr, 


Middle Wheeling. 


J. A. Thompson. 


LAKES PRESBYTERY. 




J. L. M'Cartney, 




First, Miami. 


W. iMilroy, 


James Trumbull, 


Second, Miami. 


J. S. T. MilUgan, 


A. M' Kinney, 


Southfield. 


P. H. Wylie, 


John M'Donald, 


Macedon*. 




F. Holliday, 


Rushsylvania. 


B. iMTullough, 




Novi. 


H. H. George, 


A. M'Intire, 


Cedarville. 




John Gray, 


Cincinnati. 


J. Dodds, 


R. J. Gamble, 


Garrison. 


J. French, 




Cedar Tiake. 


N. R. Johnston. 








ILLINOIS PRESBYTERY. 


/ 


J. Wallace, 


Jas. Matthews, 


Old Bethel. 


J. Stott, 




Princeton. 


J. M'Cracken, 


Z. G. Willson, 


St. Louis. 


D. S. Faris, 


John Hunter, 


Bethel. 


A- C.Todd, 


Jas. Beall, 


Elkhorn. 


D. J. Shaw, 


D. Faris, 


Bloomington. 


W. F. George, 


W. B. Whittaker, 


Church Hill. 


J. Middleton. 


IOWA PRESBYTERY. 




J. M. M'Donald, 


John M'Intire, 


Sharon. 


R. B. Cannon, 




Rehoboth. 


R. Johnson, 


Ebene«er Milroy, 


Vernon. 


C. D. Trumbull, 




Lind Grove. 



^Not present at the constitution of the Court. 
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Ministen. Ruling Elders. Congregations. 

D. M'Kee, ClariDda. 

S.M.Stevenson,* Hugh Thompson, Washington & Amboy. 

H. Hutcheson, Grove Hill. 

J. B. Whittaker, Maquoketa. 
J. Love. 

CONaREGATIONS NOT REPRESENTED. 
New York Preshif/tery. — Coldenham, Topsham, Glengary and Kortright. 
Philadelphia Prc«6y^cry.— j-Conococheague. 
Rochester Presbytery, — Lisbon, Ramsay, C.W., Toronto, C W. 
Pitt&burgh Presbytery. — Pine Creek. 
Lakes Presbytery, — Lake Eliza. 
Illinois Presbytery. — Stanton. 
Ohio Presbytery, — Brownsville. 
Iowa Presbytery. — Davenport.f 

Absentees. — A. Stevenson. J. W. Shaw, W. W. M'Millan, Wm. Slater, J. 
Neil, and J. Beattie and H. J. Dodds, missionaries in Syria. 

R. Shields, D. H. Coulter, J. C. K. Faris, and J. W. Spronll, licentiates, 
were present during the sessions of the Court. 

J. Stott was chosen Moderator; R. Z. Willson was continued 
Clerk, and H. H. George, Assistant Clerk. 

It was stated that Rev. J. M'Lachlan and Rev. W. L. Robe- 
had deceased since last meeting. It was 

Resolvedy That committees be appointed to prepare a minute in reference 
to their decease. 

H. H. Qeorge, R. Z. Willson and W. B. Finney were appointed 
a Committee on Unfinished Business. Synod had a recess of .a;n 
hour and a half. 

Sami Plage, 2} P. M. 

After recess Synod came to order. 

The Moderator appointed the following Standing Confmittees : 

On Presbyierial Beporis,-^8. Bowden, A. M. Mill^an, E. Milroy. 
On Discipline, — D. Scott, J. Crozier, David Wallace. On Missions.' 
— J. C. K. Milligan, J. L. McCartney, J. Reid. On Theological 
Seminary.— H., P. M'Clurkin, J. C. Boyd, W.. T. Miller. On the 
Signs of the Times. — T. SprouU, R. Reed, A. Adams, On Foreign 
Correspondence. — J. M. Willson, S. 0. Wylie, Z. G. Willson. On 
Finance. — J. M. M'Donald, J. M'Cra6ken, D. Smith. 

On Presbyierial Records. — New "York Presbytery, J. Wallace R. 
B. Cannon, J. Acheson ; Philadelphia Presbytery, A. MTarland, 
W. Milroy, W. Cowau ; Rochester Presbytery, J. M. Armou^ J. 
A. Thompson, E. Logan ; Pittsburgh Presbytery, J. Love> JR C. 
Todd, Hugh Crockett; Ohio Presbytery, C. D. Trumbull, D. S. 
Faris, R. J. Gamble; Lakes Presbytery, J. B. Williams, N. M. 
Johnston, J. Slater ; Illinois Presbytery, J. Kennedy, M. Wilkin, 
J. Patterson ; Iowa Presbytery, T. M. Elder, R. D. Sproull, A. Orr. 

The following are the committees contemplated in the resolution 
in reference to deceased ministers : On Decease of Rev. J. M'Lach- 
hn, D. Scott, S. Bowden, W. Cowan ; On Decease of Rev. W. L. 
Roberts, D. D.^ J. M. M'Donald, R. B. Cannon, Hugh Crockett. 

* Ordained since last meeting, f Organized since last meeting. 
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Resiohed, That the hours of meeting be from 9 A. M. to 12 M and from 1 
to 4 P. M., and that the half hour preceding the recess at 12 M. be spent in 
devotional exercises. 

Reasons of absence were assigned by absentees at last meeting, 
which were satisfactory. 

The Committee on Unfinished Business reported. The report 
was accepted and laid on the table for the present. 

The Presbyteries of the Lakes and Rochester asked and obtain- 
ed leave to sit during the sessions of Synod. 
^ The Clerk was directed to draw an order, in his own favor, on 
Synod's Treasurer, for the sum of fifty dollars ($50), said sum to be 
drawn from the Literary Fund. 

Papers were called for and numbered as follows : No. 1. Com- 
munication from Rev. A. C. Tris, in relation to a mission among 
the Jews in, the United States. No. 2. Memorial on the subject 
of Temperance^ No. 1. Read and referred to the Committee on 
Missions. No. 2. Read and referred to a special committee; J. R. 
W. Sloane, A. M. Milligan and David Wallace are that committee. 

J. M. Willson stated that Rev. D. Scott had prepared an essay 
on the Scottish Reformation, at the request of the Presbyterian 
Historical Society, to be read before this Synod, if the Court so 
order. 

Eesolved, That this Court fix Monday next at 7 P. M. as the time for hear- 
ing this essay. 

The Board of Foreign Missioas reported. The report was read 
and referred to the Committee on Missions. The subject of mis- 
sions was made the order of the day for Saturday forenoon, and 
the Committee on Missions was directed to report at that time. 

Resolvedj That the rule requiring Synod to meet on the fourth Tuesday of 
May, at 7i P. M. be suspended, and that when Synod adjourn, it will adjourn 
to meet at Rochester, N. Y., on Wednesday succeeding the fourth Tuesday of 
May, at 10 A. M., and that the time for hearing the Synodical sermon be 7 J 
P. M. of the same day. 

Synod s^djourned with prayer, to meet to-morrow at 9 A. M. 

Same Place— Thursday, May 25, 9 A. M. 

Synod met and was constituted with prayer. All the members 
present. Minutes read, amended and approved. 

The elder of Union congregation, whose certificate had not been 
sifi^ned by the Clerk, was, on motion, admitted to a seat in this 
Court. 

Papers were called for : ISTo. 3. The report of the Treasurer of 
Home Missions was received and referred to Cqmmittee on Fi- 
nance. No. 4. The report of the Treasurer of the Theological 
Seminary was received and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The Central Board of Domestic Missions reported. The report 
was read and referred to the Committee on Missions. 

The Board of Superintendents of the Theological Seminary re- 
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ported. The report was read and referred to the Committee on 
the Theological Seminary. 

^ T. Sproull read extracts from a letter from Dr. Metheny, phy- 
sician of our mission in Syria, from which it appeared that the 
missionaries judge that a house of worship for the use of the Mis- 
sion is required. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Missions be instructed to report on the 
propriety of taking measures for the erection of a place of worship in Lata- 
kiyeh. 

No. 5. Report of Wm. Brown, Treasurer of Foreign Missions, 
&c., and Trustee of Synod, was received and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. )So. 6. Report of the Ohio Presbytery. No. 
7. Report of the New York Presbytery. No. 8. Letter from the 
Scottish Synod. 

The following resolution was adopted : 

Resolved^ That the Clerk be directed to prepare and have printed one hun- 
dred copies of a blank tabular form for statistics, for the use of Presbyteries 
in their reports to Synod, and distribute them equally among the Presby- 
teries. 

No. 9. Memorial of the Springfield session. No. 8. The letter 
from the Scottish Synod was read and referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Correspondence. No. 9. Read and returned to the session, 
with directions to adjudicate the case according to their best judg- 
ment in the premises. 

The hearing of Presbyterial reports was made the order of the 
day for Friday forenoon, and Presbyteries were directed to report 
on or before that time. 

The report of the Committee on Unfinished Business was taken 
up, and considered, item by item, for adoption. Item 1. Commit- 
tee on the Signs of the Times in readiness to report. Its con- 
sideration deferred until after recess. 

The Presbytery of Pittsburgh had leave to sit during the sessions 
of Synod. 

Item 2.* Iowa Presbytery to take cognizance of J. Neil ; at- 
tended to. Item 3. Thanks to Solicitor Whiting, &c.; attend'ed 
to. Item 4. Clerk directed to print statistical tables, &c.; attended 
to. Item 5. Ministers to preach, &c.; generally not attended to. 

Synod having spent half an hour in devotional exercises, had 
recess until 1 o'clock. 

Sami Plaob, 1 p. M. 

After recess Synod came to order. Minutes read and approved. 

Consideration of report of the Committee on Unfinished Busi- 
ness resumed. Item 6. No member of the Committee on Pastors* 
Salaries present. Item 7. In reference to endowment of notes. 
Referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The Committee on the Signs of the Times reported. The re- 
port was accepted. It is as follows : 

The causes of fasting and humiliation are sins that exist within and without 
the church. Of the former, we would particularly specify, 
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1st. Natural depravity. "God hath made man upright, but they have 
sought out many inventions." "From the sole of the foot even unto the head, 
there is no soundness^ but wounds and bruises and putrefying soros/^ 

2d. Neylect and muimprovement of ordinances. The private, domestic, 
social and public ordinances are of Divine appointment, gifts of unspeakable 
value and importance, outward and ordinary means whereby the Spirit appli- 
eth the benefits of redemption. Private devotions are in many cases formal 
routine, deficient in faith, earnestness, importunity; there is little of that 
holy wrestling which characterized the patriarch at Penuel — frequently have 
we shrunk from, instead of engaging in with sincerity and dependence upon 
the Holy Spirit, that difficult but important duty — self-examination. Family 
worship and catechizing have been ofttimes omitted, and when performed, 
discharged in a cold, lifeless, unbelieving manner. The most trivial grounds 
afford many, sufficient cause to neglect attendance upon the prayer meeting, 
" through which the life's blood of religion flows." The vacant seat, lack of 
punctuality, indifference in promoting the general interests of the society, 
attest a growing tendency to forget the assembling of ourselves together. 
Our conversation, instead of being ^'always with grace, seasoned with salt,'' 
partakes of a worldly, carnal spirit, for while many converse freely and 
intelligently about the world, they are silent about spiritual things. Are we 
not liable to the charge ? " This people draweth nigh unto me with their 
. mouth, and honor me with their lips, while their hearts are far from me." 

3d. Low state of personal godliness. The instances are rare in which piety 
essential to peace, comfort, usefulness, is the primary and principal object in 
life ; too often it occupies but a secondary and subordinate position ; inadequate 
conceptions are entertained of sin in its guilt, pollution and power; pride, 
self-esteem, love of applause, ambition, instead of beiii^ daily and habitually 
watched against, are secretly indulged. Feeble and indistinct arc the actings 
of our faith upon the person, offices and providence of our exalted Mediator; 
instead of loving him supremely, other objects are too often preferred. He 
has but a subordinate place in our affections. Bearing as we should, injury 
with humility, cultivating as we ought Christian foregivenesa, we have been 
easly provoked, giving way to wrath, emulation, strife — in many instances 
have we failed to exemplify that charity which beareth all things, hopeth all 
things, believe th all things, endure th all things; conceding that brotherly love, 
by which God is honored, grace exemplified, the church's unity and peace 
secured, is increasing, yet bretbrea do not take that interest in each other's 
temporal and spiritual welfare required by the divine law ; instead of unity 
of counsel and harmonious co-operation, we are often broken in judgment, 
easily offended — trivial causes rending asunder those that are bound in the 
same covenant relation and seeking the attainment of similar objects. 
Forgiveness o£ enemies is too rarely cultivated. Parents deeply interested 
about the secular education of their children, are not equally anxious for their 
moral and spiritual culture, consequently the youth, instead of walking by the 
footsteps of the flock, turn aside frequently by the flocks of their companions. 
For these things we should cry. Unclean, unclean. 

4th. Worldly conformity. The divine command is, "Be not conformed 
to this world." We are living in an active, enterprising age, each one seeking 
his gain from his quarter. The world attracting with magnetic influence to be 
conformed to it in its principles, maxims, pleasures, pursuits. The lukewarm, 
cold, lifeless formalism that pervades the church, the oft-forgotten closet, the 
neglected family altar, the vacant seat, the little interest taken in the 
assembling of ourselves together, and the disinterested look in public ordinances, 
manifest the prevalence of a carnal spirit. Ofttimes when the claims of the 
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world, of Christ, and our holy religion, come in collision, the world asserts its 
supremacy, exhibiting that piety, instead of being the controlling principle, 
occupies but a secondary influence. The varied callings and professions in 
life are filled to repletion, excepting one, than which there is none more 
honorable or more requisite — the ministry of reconciliation; few volunteer to 
serve God in tho ministry of his Son. The Most High has opened his hand 
and liberally supplied every thing that lives; labor, in its varied departments, 
has been rewarded: many have amassed wealth, how small their returns. 
How inadequate the support contributed to the Christian ministry in com- 
parison with the requirements of the divine law, the demands of the times, 
and the prosperity enjoyed by the merchant, mechanic and husbandman. 
Admitting that the members of the Reformed Presbyterian Churh contribute 
as liberally as others, yet how inadequate when tried by the supreme standard. 
How little of that spirit which distinguished the primitive church, when men 
sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all, characterizes our 
age. Freely has the church received, has she contributed freely in return ? 
Is not this a reason why so many young qpen of talent, enterprise and activity 
turn aside to other callings instead of devoting their time, attention and talents 
to the winning of souls 1 Feeble and inefficient efforts are made in promoting 
home mission enterprise; wide doors and effectual ere being opened, hundreds 
and thousands of men, women and children, long held in chattel slavery, 
ignorant, degraded, yet accessible, and anxious for intellectual, moral and 
spiritual culture, are calling upon us to send them the gospel — but how feeble 
our efforts to supply their necessities. May not the charge brought against 
the church in the days of Ezekiel be applicable to us? **With their mouth 
they show much love, but their heart goeth after their covetousness." 

5th. Inadequate appreciation of our distinctive principles, and lack of zeal. 
The mediatorial dominion of the Lord Jesus over nations, their duty to kiss 
the Son, by swearing oaths of fealty and allegiance, submitting themselves to 
his law, overlooked by many of the Redeemer's friends, opposed by men in 
their individual and social relations, yet secured at great cost, and prominently 
revealed in the Bible, have not, we fear, that chief place in our conversation 
and prayers which their important and timely nature demands. Few make 
themselves familiar with the past history of the church and the faithful 
contendings of the martyrs of Jesus. Holy zeal enjoined by G-od, springing 
from faith in and love to tlie Lord Jesus, exhibited in earnest desire for the 
church's purity, the salvation of souls, thie reformation of society, exists very 
feebly. Great occasion have we to say, **Iniquities prevail against us." As 
ministers, we should mourn over remissness in cultivating personal and 
domestic godliness, lifting up a clear and pointed testimony against existing 
evils ; as ruling elders, in setting before the flock a godly example, promoting 
and preserving the church's purity by the faithful application of discipline, 
cultivating an enlarged public spirit^ stimulating the people by precept and 
example to Christian activity; and as members, that we have been so little 
concerned for our personal salvation, the cultivation of domestic and congrega- 
tional piety, the practical exemplification and diffusion of those great truths for 
which our reforming forefathers took joyfully the spoiling of their goods, 
sending the gospel to those perishing for lack of knowledge at home and abroad, 
all of which is deeply aggravated in the presence of God, by our insincere 
repentance in the past, manifested in not practically returning from the sins 
which we have confessed. 

Those that prevail without : 

1st. Many practically refect the Lord Jesus Christ, and the Bible as a divine^, 
standard. On the principle, ** by their fruit ye shall know them/' few have 
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any adequate conception of their natural state, their spiritual need, the urgent 
necessity for personal, immediate and believing subjection to the Lord Jesus 
Christ; accordingly, they despise the invitations of mercy, reject the Saviour 
to their eternal condemnation. Many live as if there were no God, Sabbath, 
Saviour, ordinances, heaven, hell, hereafter. Impiety and irreligion prevail — 
the newspaper and novel are preferred by thousands to the Bible and 
ordinances — the world, its pleasures, business, to Christ and his church — 
the ball room and theatre to the prayer meeting and sanctuary. Great 
insensibility exists among those that frequent ordinances. Should we not bo 
deeply grieved that so many of our race, affected by sin, liable to condemnation, 
despise and reject the only remedy provided? How shall they escape, if they 
neglect so great salvation ? He that believeth not is condemned already. 

2d. Social immorality. Society is corrupt; among all classes, high and 
low, learned and illiterate, vice, dissipation and extravagance prevail. The 
world is. the principal object sought by thousands; to obtain it, personal 
and domestic peace, reputation, country, interests of humanity, are sacrificed, 
reckless speculation indulged. Prrfanity, dishonoring to God Most High, 
and provoking Him who hath said, ""He will not hold him guiltless that taketh 
his name in vain,'' abounds. The Sabbath, the day of sacred rest, is dishonored 
by idleness, pursuits of business, pleasure, acts of legislation, the transportation 
of mails, opening of post offices, running of rail cars and steamboats. The 
moral and spiritual culture of children is neglected by parents, or else devolved 
upon Sabbath school teachers. Intemperance exists among citizens in their 
homes, soldiers in the camp, and sailors on the rivers and seas. Intoxicatmg 
liquors are manufactured and used in great and increasing quantities. Human 
life is wantonly disregarded — " The land is full of blood, the city of perverseness, 
for they say, The Lord seeth us not, because there is no truth, nor mercy, nor 
knowledge of God in the land." " By swearing, and lying, and killing, and 
stealing, and committing adultery, they brea]^ out, and blood toucheth blood; 
therefore shall the land mourn, and every dbe that dwelleth therein shall 
languish." 

3d. Divisions, corruptions and unfaithfidness in churches, '*For the 
divisions of Keuben there should be great searchings of heart." The visible 
church should be one : there is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and 
Lord over all. Division in the church dishonors her Head, alienates the 
Divine blessing, impairs her efficiency, and is a cause of stumbling to the . 
irreligious. We deplore the breaches of Zion, Cultivating that charity which 
saffereth long and is kind, envieth not, vaunteth not itself — we are constrained 
to acknowledge, the doctrines of the gospel are not fully preached; truth not 
merely concealed, but error tolerated and maintained; sanctuary worship 
corrupted by the use of instrumental music and human composition; the 
discipline of the house neglected — ^false systems of ecclesiastical government 
advocated. The evils that exist in the national organization, instead of being 
clearly, explicitly and consistently testified against, are connived at, members 
being permitted to remain in sworn connection with the civil government, thus 
upholding it in its disregard of God's law and rejection of the Lord Jesus 
Christ as Governor among the nations. "The iniquity of the house of Israel 
and Judah is very great." 

4th. Continued national hostility to Prince Immanuel. Jesus reigns. The 
divine command is, "Kiss ye the Son." We deplore that nations instead of 
recognizing and submitting, are hostile to his throne and government, reject his 
authority, and ignore the Bible as the standard of legislation. Deeply sympa- 
thizing with our land in its struggles against a wicked, wide-spread and powerful 
rebellion, faithfulness requires us to say that this is the national sin. In the 
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constitution of civil government God is not mentioned, the claims of the 
Lord Jesus Christ despised, the constitution and laws of the United States, 
and treaties under the authority of the United States, being the supreme law 
of the land. God Most High has done much for us, none more highly honored. 
His goodness is exhibited in our intellectual and social development, and 
prosperity — a land of Bibles, churches and Sabbaths, yet we have refused to 
acknowledge Him whom the Father delighteth to hono^. Civil war culminated 
in the assassination of the great and good President. ]>ivine judgments are 
upon the land, yet there is great insensibility to their procuring cause, little 
sincere and genuine repentance; few realize the heinous and aggravated sin 
of the^ation in giving its influence, power, wealth, so long to the preservation, 
support and extension of that sum of all villainies — human slavery; fewer still 
recognizing the true cause of all our national trouble to be forsaking God, and 
the rejection of the enthroned Mediator. Well may we say, "When thine hand 
is lifted up they will not see." Deeply do we deplore this insensibility, assured 
from the character of God, the history of the past, the admonitions of his word, 
that continued hostility and impenitence tend to further social calamity and 
distress. "The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that 
forget God." 

6th. TheprogreM of infiddity. The plenary inspiration of the Scriptures 
is denied, reason exalted into the place of divine revelation. Efforts are 
constantly made to undermine the authority*ff the Bible and the religion it 
reveals; rationalistic views are entcrtainel and disseminated, the entire political 
influence being conducted on principles foreign to true religion. Popery, twin 
sister to infidelity, exerts a wide-spread influence, establishing schools, seip- 
naries, placesi of worship, charitable institutions, laboring after and seeking for 
position and power among the nations. 

For these and other causes. Synod appoints the first Thursday of February, 
1866, to be observed as a day of £[i|:ing and humiliation. 

CTAUSES OF THANKSGIVING.. 

.1st. '^e continued administration of divine ordinances. The throne o^ 
grace is accessible, the Bible disseminated, the Sabbath enjoyed, the gospel 
preached, and sealing ordinances dispensed among us. The candlestick has 
not been removed. " Peace is within our walls and prosperity within our palaces.'' 
'^ Bless the Lord, my soul, and all that is within me bless his holy name.'' 

2d. A healthful and productive season. *' Thou crownest the year with thy* 
goodness, and thy paths drop fatness.'' The pestilence that walketh in darkness, 
the destruction that wasteth at noon-day, has not come nigh our dwellings. 
Health has been enjoyed, the resources of the nation developed, new channels 
of trade and prosperity opened, the population of the Free North increased by 
immigration and emancipation, labor rewarded, little suffering from the un- 
usually high price of the necessaries of life. Though for a time it seemed that 
the moral Governor had called for a drought upon the land, and upon the 
mountains, and upon the corn, and upon the new wine, and upon the oil, and 
upon that which the ground bringeth forth, yet the year was crowned with His 
goodness, the pastures clothed with flocks", the valleys covered over with corn. 
Great facilities enjoyed for the mental and moral culture of our children. 
Kebel ^mies prevented from invading northern soil — the masses of this nation 
united in sustaining the administration in prosecuting a war, waged for the 
integrity of the Kepublic and in defense of liberty, thrust upon them by a 
confederation of proud, arrogant, supercilious slaveholders; the national armies 
and cause successful, traitors discomfited, rebellion crushed by the powerful 
hand of national government. 
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8d. The Divine favor to Zion, It was feared tte public interests of tlie 

, church would suffer from the calamity and distress resulting from protracted 

' civil war ; that her schemes for the reformation of society, the evangelization of 

the world, would be sensibly curtailed, if not temporarily suspended; she might 

be necessitated by pressing demands to recall some of her missionaries. While 

we de]^6re the lack of public spirit that pervades the church, we rejoice that 

she Iftm- hbi abandoned a single field) nor recalled a single laborer. The Bible 

1$ pubH^hed and extensively disseminated. The necessities of the times have 

developed a mine of benevolence unparalleled, Philanthropy and Benevolence 

Mfe^ing/poured their streams of wealth with prodigal hand into the lap of Charity 

' to prombtie the physical, intellectual and moral welfare of the soldiers, sailors 

and freedmen of our country, through the channels of the Sanitary and Christian 

Commissions, and Freedman's Association. The Home Missions of our chujch 

extended — the Seminary sustained — the force of our Foreign MiswOT^m- 

creased. ^ ;• 

4th. The progress of the ChurtW's testimony. The church ofdur fkthers 
has been pre-eminently ^ witness for the Lord Jesus Christ. Her testimony 
against the social evils of the land has been clear, pointed, consistent. When 
others were silent on the subject of slavery, we denounced it as a moral, social 
and political evil. Long we bore reproach and wore the sackcloth. We rejoice 
that the days of slavery are numbered, that the Constitution has been virtually 
amended, prohibiting the exht^M^^slB.'veTj in the nation — thousands eman- 
cipated, the rights of the comiS9 race to all the privileges of citizenship 
advocated, deep rooted prejudices overcome. The nation's duty to ackno#leclge 
Gld, by submitting to his Sod, and his revealed will as the supreme law of the 
land, urged by many through the pulpit, platform and press, begetting a 
^ reasonable hope that the day is not far distant when we shall no tnore be tertned 
Forsaken, neither shall our land any more be termed Desolate, when we shall 
be called Hephzibah and our land Beulah. ^ 

6th. The approcuhing destruction of Amichrist, Its doom is fixed; the 
hour of its overthrow and the church's freedom advances. The fields are 
#ready white unto the harvest. The Bible translated into many different 
languages — the angel having the everlasting gospel is flying through the midst 
of heaven, obstacles to its progress are being removed, already it has reached 
the extremities of the globe. The school accessible, education is no longer 
limited to the few, but extended to the many. The Most High is about to take 
^the heathen as his inheritance, the uttermost parts of the earth as his possession. 
*' As I live, saith the Lord, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the 
Lord.'' 

For these and other causes, Synod appoints the fourth Thursday of November, 
1865, to be observed as a day of thanksgiving by congregations, missionary 
stations and societies under our care. 

Respectfully submitted, Samuel Carlisle, Chairman, 

Item 8. Delegate to the Reformed Presbyterian General Synod. 
Not attended to for satisfactory reasons. Item 9. Laid on the ta- 
ble for the present. 

Resolved^ That a special committee be appointed to mature A ))lan for the 
dissemination of our distinctive principles. J. M. Armour, A. M, Milligan ' 
and W. B. Finney, are that committee. 

Resolved, That a special committee be appointed to make arrangements for 
a public nreeting to be held in this place next Tuesday, at 6 P. M., to consider 
the duty of this nation to acknowlege God, his Christ and his law. J. Gal- 
braith, J. C. Boyd and David Wallace, are that committee. 
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Resolved, That all committees to which papers have heen referred except 
the Committee on Foreign Correspondence, be directed to report on or before 
Saturday afternoon. 

The Synod adjourned with prayer, to meet to-morrow at 9 A. M, 

• Samb Place— Friday, May 26, 9 A. M. 

Synod met and was constituted with prayer. All the members 
present. Minutes read and approved. 

Papers were received and numbered as follows : No. 10. Peti- 
tion of members of Cedarville con^egation. No. 11. Petition of 
session and congregation of Southtield. No. 12. Complaint, re- 
monstranoe and petition of some members of the church in the 
vicinity of Northwood. No. 13. Complaint of R. Hutchinson and 
others. • Nos. 10, II and 12 were read and laid on the table for 
the present. No. 18. Referred to the Committee an Discipline. 

Order of the day called for — the hearing of Presbyterial Reports. 
No. 6. Report of Ohio Presbytery. Read and referred to the 
Committee on Presbyterial Reports. No. 7. Report of New York 
Presbytery. Read and referred to the Committee on Presbyterial 
Reports. No. 14. Report of Lakes Presbyteries. Read and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Presbyterial Reports. No. 16- Report 
of Illinois Presbytery. Read and referred to the Committee on 
Presbyterial Reports, except so much as refers to public questions, 
which was laid on the table for the present. No. 16. Keportyji 
Philadelphia Presbytery. Read and referred to the Committee oigr 
Presbytm^gjjPfets.. No. 17. Report of Iowa Presbytery. ^^|||| 
and ref^pl^wFe' Committfc on Presbyterial Reports, excejMBL 
much 'as refer#to J. Neil, which was referred to the CommittSW^^/*'*. 
on Discipline. No. 18. Report of Pittsburgh Presbytery. Read 
and referred to the Committee on Presbyterial Reports. Nd. 19. 
Report of Rochester Presbytery. Read and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Presbyterial Reports. 

The committee to prej)are a minute in reference to the decease 
(*f Rev. W. L. Roberts, D. D., reported. Report accepted and 
adopted. It is as follows : 

The committee to prepare a minute on the death of Key. W. L. Roberts, 
D. D., respectfully report : That this esteemed and beloved father suddenly 
finished the labors of his life and t^e toils of a long and devoted ministry, on 
the 7th of December, 1864. Although his demise was sudden, he was, we 
doubt not, ready and waiting for the coming of his Lord. In his death the 
church has lost one of her oldest and most venerable ministerB. He was well 
acquainted with the Scriptures, and from their treasures he was ever ready to 
bring forth things new and old. He was learned and eloquent, an able and 
faithful defender of the testimony of Jesus. It wa& hi^ delight to preach the 
gospel ; and the preciousnebs of Christ in the fullness of his grace and truth 
and the glory of the mediatorial reign, were the themes on which his soul de- 
lighted to dwell, and which, with a heavenly unction, he ever exhibited to 
those who waited on his ministry. He was, too, the pleasant companion, the 
faithful and guileless friend, the dignified and honorable gentleman. ''In his 
eyes vile men were despised." Fondly we remember him as a fellow-laborer 
in the gospel, and warmly cherish his memory as a brother and father in 
Christ. Respectfully submitted, J. M. M'Donald, Chairman, 
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The following resolution was unanimously adopted : 

Resolved^ That in the judgment of this Synod, the remuneration of unset- 
tied ministers and licentiates ($10 per Sabbath) is wholly inadequate, and 
that congregations are directed to take this matter into consideration and in- 
crease the amount to at least J16 per Sabbath, and that Cierks of Presbyteries 
be directed to give notice to vacant congregations of this action of Synod. 

Papers Nos. 10, 11 and 12 were taken up and referred to a spe- 
cial committee consisting of four ministers and three elders, and it 
was ordered that all other papers on the state of the country be 
referred to said committee. A. M. Milligan, M. Wilkin, D. Scott, 
R. Hutcheson, A. M'Intire, David Wallace and John Hunter are 
that committee. 

The Committee on the* Records of Iowa Presbytery reported. 
Report accepted and adopted. It is as follows : 

The committee appointed to examine the records of the Presbytery of Iowa 
report that they have examined said records, and find in them nothing contrary 
to the law atfd order of the church. 

Respectfully submitted, . T. M. Elder, Chairman, 

The Committee on the Records of Illinois Presbytery reported. 
Report accepted and adopte.d. It is as follows : 

The committee to whom were referred the records of the Illinois Presbytery, 
would respectfully report that they have examined said records, and find 
l^m^og in them contrary to the law and order of the church. 
* Respectfully submitted, Joshua Kennedy, Chairman: 

J he following resolution was adopted : * . ^ '%^ 

esolved^ That the subject of educating colored young men, together with 
the resolutions presented by Mr. M'Cartney, be referred to the Committee on 
Missions, and that the committee be instructed to report to-morrow morning. 

The Presbytery of Illinois had leave to sit during the sessions of 
'Synod. 
' The Committee on the Records of the Lakes Presbytety reported. 
Report accepted and adopted. It is as follows : • 

The committee to whom were referred the records of the Lakes Presbytery, 
report that they find nothing in them contrary to the law and order of the 
church. J. B. Williams, Chairman, 

The Committee on the Records of the New York Presbytery 
reported. Report accepted and adopted. It is as follows : 

The committee to which was referred the records of iJhe New York Presby- 
tery have examined said records, and find nothing in them contrary to the 
law and order of the church. 

KespectfuUy submitted, James Wallace, Chairman. 

After attending to devotional exercises, Synod had a recess to 1 
o'clock. 

SAtfk Place, 1 P. M. 
After recess Synod came to order. 
The following resolution was presented and adopted : 

Resolvedj That Synod appoint ministers to prepare discourses on Missions; 
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Christian Beneficence ; the Duty of the Nation to God, his Christ, his Law, 
and the Christian Religion; and that these discourses be delivered on the 
Sabbath during the sessions of Synod at its next meeting. 

The committee appointed to mature a plan for the dissemination 
of our distinctive principles reported. The report was accepted, 
imended and adopted. It is as follows : 

The committee appointed to propose, to Synod, a practical plan for promot- 
ng the amendment of the United States Constitution, would respectfully re- 
jommend to Synod the adoption of the following preamble and resolutions : 

Whereas, we have ever sought to bring the nation to acknowldigment of 
its two great sins, 1st. In disowning and rejecting God and his law ; 2d. In 
disfranchising and enslaving unoflPending men. 

And Whereas, God in his providence has prepared this nation to re- 
pent of and turn from the latter of these sins ; 

And Whereas, we are greatly encouraged by this most auspicious beginning, 
as well as by other indications of Providence, to hope, pray and labor zeal- 
ously for the reformation of the nation, as it regards the acknowledgment of 
the claims of the Messiah ] 

And Whereas, it is exceedingly desirable that all the friends of Christ 
should be heartily united in demanding of this nation a recognition of God 
and his Christ and his law; therefore. 

Resolved^ 1. That a suitable form of petition be adopted and furnished to 
every minister of our church, and that a copy be sent (if practicable) to 
every evangelical minister in the land, accompanied with a letter requesting 
him to take part in this great work. 

Resolved^ 2. That, in the judgment of this Synod, it is the duty of the 
ministers, elders and |)eople of our church to use their best endeavors, in their 
several localities, to enlighten the public mind and secure the largest practi- 
cable number of signatures. 

Resolved, 3. That a committee be appointed to take the whole matter in 
charge ; to visit the President, and endeavor to obtain from him a recommend- 
ation of the amendment to the attention of Congress; to confer with what- 
ever committees may be appointed by the Houses of Congress to consider it; 
to correspond with other organizations in reference to the movement and ob- 
tain cooperation as far as practicable in the whole matter. 

Respectfully submitted, J. M. Armour, Chairman. 

The Committee on the Records of Philadelphia Presbytery re- 
ported. Report accepted and adopted. It is as follows : 

The committee appointed to examine the records of the Philadelphia Pres- 
tery, would respectfully report that said records are not on hand. 

Respectfully submitted, A. M'Farland, Chairman, 

The Committee on the Records of Ohio Presbytery reported. 
Report accepted and adopted. It is as follows : 

The committee appointed to examine the records of Ohio Presbytery report 
that they have examined said records, and find in them nothing contrary to the 
law and order of the church. 

Respectfully submitted, C. D. Trumbull, Chairman, 

It was stated that one of the delegates, John Brinkerhoof, ruling 
elder, from the United Presbyterian General Assembly, was present, 
and it was ordered that he be heard to-morrow morning, after the 
constitution of the court. 
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The Committee on the Theological Seminary reported. While 
the report was under discussion, Synod adjourned, with prayer, to 
meet to-morrow at 9 A. M. 

Same Plack— Saturday, May 27, 9 A. V. 

Synod met and was constituted with prayer. All the members 
present, except Holliday, who soon appeared. Minutes read, 
amended and q-pproved. 

John Brinkerhoof, delegate of the United Presbyterian General 
Assembly, was heard, and the following resolution was unani- 
mously adopted : 

Rebolvedj That this Synod has heard with interest the address of the es- 
teemed delegate of the United Presbyterian General Assembly, and extend 
through him, to that Assembly, our fraternal salutation. 

The Moderator then addressed the delegate, extending to the 
body whom he represented the congratulations of this Synod upon 
their prosperity, &c. 

The Committee on Presbyterial Reports reported. The regorl; 
was considered paragraph by paragraph, amended and adopfed. 
It is as follows : 

BEPORT OP COMMITTEE ON PRESBYTERIAL REPORTS. 

The committee to vhom were referred the reports of the several Presbyte- 
ries, would respectfully report : 

That it gives us much pleasure to be able to affirm, from a careful exami- 
nation of the papers referred to Ms, that the Reformed Presbyterian Church 
in this country is generally in so prosperous a condition. Her influence in 
the land is being gifeatly augmented. She is growing in numbers and in re- 
sources. The people have responded with singular promptness and liberality 
to the increased demands made upon them. The statistical reports, herewith 
submitted, are very gratifying evidences of this fact, and would have been 
more so if they had been made as full as they should have been. It will be 
noticed, however, that while most congregations have increased the salaries 
of their pastors, and responded liberally to the calls made upon them to ad- 
vance the public schemes of the church, the salaries of a number of the pas- 
tors still remain lamentably deficient. The great lack now is not want of pe- 
cuniary resources, or failure in the liberality of the people, but a paucity of 
laborers to do the church's work. We have special reason to thank God that 
in times of so great excitement, and amid so pressing temptations, the witness- 
ing church has adhered with so great fidelity to her distinctive principles 
and practices. 

In all the Presbyteries two regular meetings have been held, besides a 
number of special meetings in some of them. These meetings have been 
characterized generally by a spirit of great harmony,, and earnestness of effort 
in advancing the interests of Christ's kingdom in the earth. 

Since last we met two of the fathers have deceased, leaving very few of the 
old men in the ministry. **The fathers, where are they ? The prophets, do 
they live forever T' Two students of Theology have been licensed to preach 
the everlasting gospel. Three licentiates have b$en ordained to the office of 
the holy ministry and installed in pastoral charges. One unsettled minister 
has been installed, and arrangements have been made for ordaining two other 
licentiates and for installing two unsettled ministers. Four pastors have been 
released from their cbarges. 
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Synod has under its care nine unsettled ministers, one of whom, Rev. W. W. 
M'Millan, is in the employ of the Central Mission Board, and besides two li- 
centiates who are engaged in the Southern Mission field, there are seven 
others at its disposal. Of these we recommend the foUpwing distribution : 

New York Presbytery. — R. Z. Withon, June and July; D, H, Coul- 
ter, July and August ] J". FF. Sproully August and September ; jff. J, Sharp, 
September and October. 

Philadelphia Presbytery. — D. IT, Coulter, June; R. J. Sharp, July; 
D, Scotty August and September. 

Rochester Presbytery. — R. Shields; D. Scott, June and October; J. 
W. SprouU, July ; R. J. Sharp, August. 

Pittsburgh Presbytery. — J.Crozier; J. S. Buck ; T.Hannoy; J. 
W, SprouU, June and October; D, Scott, July; R. Z. Willson, August, 
September and October; D, H. Coulter, September. 

Ohio Presbytery. — J. A. Thompson June, July and October; R, J. 
Sharp, June. 

Lakes Presbytery. — R. M. C Thompson and N. R. Johnston, 

Illinois Presbytery. — J. Middleton, 

Iowa Presbytery. — J. Neil; J.Love; J. A, Thompson^ August and 
September ; D, II. Coulter, October. 

We have to report further, that after a^ the expense and trouble Synod has 
iDCurred in preparing, printing and circulating statistical tables, soifie of the 
sessions and presbyteries are still chargeable with the most culpable negligence 
in failing to prepare full reports of the respective congregations. For specifi- 
cations we refer to the accompanying statistical reports, which we recommend 
shall be published. 

We recommend that there be an additional column in the statistical report, 
headed " For church buildings.'' 

We recommend that the station of Olathe, Kansas, be placed under the 
care of Illinois P»esbytcry ; and the congregation of Glengary, C. W., be 
placed under the care of Rochester Presbytery. 

All which is respectfully submitted. S. Bowden, Chairman, 

report op new YORK PRESBYTERY. 

The Presbytery of New York report : That we have held two regular and 
two special meetings of Presbytery during the past year. Our meetings have 
been characterized by great harmony and unanimity. At our last special 
meeting, held in December, J. H. Boggs was ordained to the work of the 
ministry, and installed into the pastoral charge of the congregation of Brook- 
lyn. 

Rev. J. Kennedy was received by certificate from the Philadelphia Presby- 
tery, and was installed as pastor in the Bovina congregation in the month of 
January. 

Rev. N. R. Johnston, at his own request, was released from the pastoral 
charge of the Topsham congregation, and dismissed to the Presbytery of the 
Lakes. 

We have three vacant congregations, Kortright, Topsham and Glengary. 
The latter of these is small and feeble; owing to its distance from our centre 
of operations, and its difficulty of access, we have not been able to send much 
preaching to our people there. We have five missionary stations : Fayston, 
Argyle, West Galway, Dundaff and Ballybay. The tfiree last named are old 
fields, newly re-opened, and we design, as wo are enabled, to cultivate them with 
care ; and we have good reason to hope that our labors will be rewarded by 
success. 
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We desire from Synod, in its distribution of supplies, the ftiU time of at 
least two laborers. Our congregations are in an unusual state of peace and 
quietness, if we may judge from the fact that we have had but one case ap- 
pealed to us since your last meeting. We have great reason to thank Gtod and 
take courage. 

Notwithstanding the sore temptations to which our people have been ex- 
posed during the past four years, they, with very few exceptions, have re- 
mained steadfastly faithful to our testimony. 

In common with all faithful Christians, and true patriots, we ra^oice^at the 
overthrow of the great rebellion, and look forward with gladness to the speedy 
restoration of peace. We bless the Head of the Church and " Governor 
among the nations," that our land is now a land of freedom, and that so many 
who formerly opposed us, or were indijfferent, are now co-laborers with us in 
seeking to make this nation a " kingdom of our Lord and of his Cbrist." We 
cannot forbear expressing the hope that as our Lord has thus far kept us faith- 
ful and enabled us to witness for the truth, he will still cause us to present an 
unbroken front in.displaying the banner he has given us because of the truth. 

We present herewith our statistical report. 

J. C. K. MiLLiGAN, Clerk o/^Pres. 

REPORT OP PHILADELPHIA PRESBYTERY. 

The Philadelphia Presbytery would respectfully report : Since your last 
meeting, W. P. Johnston having accepted a call from the congregation 
of Baltimore, was ordained and installed in that charge on the first 
Thursday of August, 1864. Eev. Joshua Kennedy, at his own request, 
was certified to the New York Presbytery. 

We still, therefore, have five constituent members, three of whom have 
congregations under their charge. The Third congregation of Philadelphia 
and the congregatian of Conococheague still remain without pastoral care. 

There is nothing in the internal condition of our con gregationa^ that demands 
special remark. General diligence in attending on the ordinances, ai\d an in- 
creasing spirit of liberality among us, are evidences that the favor and presence 
of the Redeemer are not wholly withdrawn. Still, with us it is a time of 
spiritual drouth. With the form of godliness, we feel but little of its power. 
It is for a lamentation that this coldness has continued notwithstanding the 
judgaients by which the Redeemer has been confirming our testimony, and 
summoning U3 to activity in his cause. 

Presbytery ask the aid of one laborer in our bounds, and a due proportion 
of the mission fund at Synod's disposal. 

T. P. Stevenson, Clerk, W. P. Johnston, Mod. 

REPORT OF ROCHE'STER PRESBYTERY. 

The Presbytery of Rochester report as follows : The days of thanksgiving 
and fasting have been generally attended to. 

'The state of religion among our people has undergone no particular change 
since our last meeting of Synod. The ordinances of religion are in most cases 
carefully attended to in our congregations and societies. 

Since your last meeting of Synod one of our number has been removed 
from the church militj^nt to the upper sanctuary — the Rev. James M'Lachlan, 
• who died on the 19th of November, 1864. 

We have three vacant congregations, one of which, Ramsay, C. W., has 
made a call on Mr. R. Shields, which has been accepted, and arrangements 
made for his ordination and installation. 
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Presbytery ask a portion of the disposable supply of SyDod, for the en- 
suiDg six mouths. 
All which is respectfully submitted. David Scott, Clerk of Pres. 

REPORT OP PITTSBURGH PRESBYTERY. 

Since our last report we have had two harmonious meetings. 

We number fifteen ministers, fifteen congregations, two vacancies — Monon- 
gahela, and Pine Creek — and one missionary station — Oil City — to be organ- 
ized before our next meeting. Two ot* our ministers are unsettled, Revs. Cro- 
zier and Hannay. The former was released Irom the pastoral charge of his 
congregation at his own request, at our last meeting, in order to cultivate a 
larger and more promising field in the city of Indianapolis. 

We have under our care four theological students, viz. T. A. SprouU, J. R. 
Newell, J. A. Black and W. J. Gillespie. 

At our last meeting we licensed Mr. R. J. Sharp to preach the everlasting 
gospel. 

Mr. J. S. Buck, licentiate under our care, has been required by his physi- 
cian to cease all mental labor on account of feeble health. He has preached 
none for several months. 'J'here is a hope that he may recover. 

Days of fasting and thanksgiving throughout our congregations have been 
observed. Respectfully submitted. M. M. Johnston, Vlerk. 

REPORT op OHIO PRESBYTERY. 

The Ohio Presbytery would respectfully report : That we have held two 
meetings since last by nod. At the meeting last fall, Rev. James Love, 
at his own requett, and with the consent of the people, was re- 
leased from the pastoral charge of the Londonderry congregation and 
dimissed to the Iowa Presbytery. At our late meeting this spring. Rev. 
J. A. Thompson, at his own request, and with the consent of his people, was 
released from the pastoral churge of the Brownsville congregation. Now we 
only number three settled pabtors and one unsettled minister. We have four 
unsettled congregation e, viz. Middle Wheeling, Londonderry,^Mu8kingum and 
Tomika, and Brownsville. The three first named have asked for the mudera- . 
tion of calls in their respective bounds. Our congregations are ail enjoying ^ 
peace and harmony, for which we desire to thank our new covenant God. The ' 

days of thanksgiving and fasting appointed by Synod were observed in our 
bounds. 

V\ e have four missionary stations that require considerable labor : French- 
creek and Bullcreek in Western Virginia, and Savannah and Loudoiiville 
in Ohio. 

W e need the labors of two unsettled men in our bounds, and ask Synod to 
remember us in the distribution of these. 

We present as full statistics of all our congregations as we could obtain. 

H. P. M'Clurkin, Citrk. J. 0. Boyd, Mod. 

REPORT OF LAKES PRESBYTERY. 

The I^resbytery of the Lakes would respectfully report : That since your 
last meeting we have held two regular semi-anuual ujeetings. Our delib* 
orations have been characterized by fraternal love and harmony. iScarce*y 
any business beyond the ordinary routiue has como before us. A 
unanimous call has been made on Mr. R M. C. Thompson, licentiate^ 
by Lake Eliza congregation 3 arrangements have been made lor his ordinal ioo, 
provided the call be accepted. The usual days of fasting and thanksgiving 
have been observed-^so iar as known to us — by ail the congregations and 
families under our care. 
14 



210 minutes of the Synod of the 

Our people generally have taken a lively interest in the excited and agitated 
state of the country, and have been much concerned respecting the duty of 
the witnesses of Jesus in relation to the fierce and bloody war which has been 
raging during the last four years. On this subject considerable diversity of 
opinion prevails. Several important papers on the subject from various con- 

§regations within our fK)unds have come before Presbytery for transference to 
ynod. To these papers we would call your serious consideration, and we 
hope and pray that Synod will be enabled to take such action on this subject 
as will tend to promote the peace and harmony of the church and glorify her 
living and exalted head. 

Rev. N. B. Johnston has been received as a constituent member of this 
Presbytery on certificate from New York Presbytery. 

Respectfully submitted. J. L. M^CartnUy, Clerk. 

REPORT OF ILLINOIS PRI^SBYTERT. 

The Presbytery of Illinois beg leave to make the following report : Since 
last Synod there have been held one special and two regular meetings of 
Presbytery. A high degree of harmony, brotherly love and zeal to promote 
the interests of our beloved Zion characterized these meetingjs. 

At the special meeting, Mr. D. H. Coulter, student of Theology of the 
fourth year, upon recommendation of the Professors of Theotegy, delivered 
the customary pieces of trial, and after a satisfactory examination, was licensed 
to preach the everlasting gospel, with the privilege of attending the Semioarj 
another term to complete the curriculum. 

At the fall meeting, Mr. James M. Faris, a graduate of the Indiana Uni- 
versity, was received under the care of Presbytery as a student of the first 
year, and certified as such to the Professors of Theology. 

We have under our care^even settled congregations and one unsettled. A 
call has been accepted on Stanton, and steps have been taken to have it settled 
under the pastoral charge of Rev. John Middleton since last meeting of Sy- 
nod. 

We have three missionary stations. Walnut Ridge, Morgantown and Olathe. 
The labt had been recognized upon petition of the people of that place before 
the location of Synod's mission, and supplies had been appointed ; but as the 
Central Board occupied the field before our missionary arrived, he was directed 
to another place. This Society is properly within the bounds of Illinois 
Presbytery, i^nd we think bhould hereafter be left entirely under our control. 

We would respectfully ask help from Synod to the extent of at least the 
whole time of one laborer. Days of fasting and thanksgiving have been oh- 
served by all our congregations. 

Within our observation, the state of public morals is deplorably corrupt, a 
lamentable fact, in view of the terrible judgments of God. This is, in a 
great measure, due to the demoralizing iufluence of war. Intemperance, pro- 
Sinity and Sabbath breaking are fearfully prevalent, even among people who 
formerly manifested some outward regard to religion. In some of our own 
oongregatioBS the young have shown themselves impatient of the restraints of 
parental and ecclesiastical authority, and prone to indulge in licentious amose- 
ment^; nor is there at all tiipes that gravity and seriousness in the hon^of 
€k>d, nor that sacred regard to the sanctity of the Sabbath, that formdij 
eharactcrieed our Western Covenanters. 

But while these marks of the cKecline of vital piety are plainly visible on 
ike one hand, there are encouraging circumstances on the other. There is a 
very general respect for religion, at least for the name. There is a disposi- 
tion to acknowledge the providence of Qod, or even the authority of Gtod and 
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kifl Christ over tlie nations. Theie is a remarkable spirit of benevolenee 
abroad in society. Covenanters are not behind others in self-sacrificing devo- 
tion and liberality. The statistical reports, herewith submitted, will, we 
think, show quite %n advance upon the liberality of the previous year, both in 
support of ordinances and in contributions for the extension of Christ's king- 
dom in the world. * 

Besides contributing to the support of Synod's mission to the freed people, 
a considerable amount of money has been placed at the disposal of Presbytery 
by our congregations for the establishment of a mission within the bounds of 
Presbytery. 

A few of our people, pressed by the urgent solicitations of other patriotic 
Christians, have been led to violate the tiestimony and the law, by incorporat- 
ing with the nation at the Presidential and State elections. Some of these 
have already seen their error, confessed their sin, submitted to the discipline 
of the church, and returned to the enjoyment of their privileges. Others 
seem to have entirely lost sight of the necessity of a practical application of 
the testimony. In all these cases our sessions have been proApt in applying 
the discipline of the church. 

Much discussion has been elicited between us and neighboring Christians, 
which has served to confirm the wavering, and to torment those that do evil 
that good may come. We hope that our people are now better informed in 
regard to the true nature of an entire dissent from corrupt systems of civil 
government than ever before, and more determined to be faithful to this posi- 
tion. Few of our people seem to be in danger of right hand extremes or left 
hand defections. They are almost unanimous in believing that patriotism is a 
duty, while there is very generally a wholesome regard to the great principles 
of our testimony. 

We think the time has come when Synod should make an unequivocal de- 
claration of the true application of our principles suited to the present event- 
ful times. And we hope this great duty will not be delayed under the im- 
pression that our testimony is not progressive. Our country is in a revolu- 
tionary, and in some respects a reforming condition. We ask the Synod to 
determine precisely what changes in the Constitution of the United States, 
and of the several States, are necessary before Covenanters can support them. 
We urge this, because some imagine that as the atheism of the government is 
negative, there is nothing but slavery to prevent our incorporating with the 
nation. We hope you may be able to give a deliverance that will direct the 
members of the church in the good and right way. 

All which is respectfully submitted. Dayid S. Paris, OlerJc. 

REPORT OF IOWA PRESBTTERT, 

The Iowa Presbytery respectfully report : That since your last meeting we 
have had two regular meetings, characterized by unity in judgment and a 
good degree of brotherly feeling. We trust that we have also had some evi- 
dence of the presence and direction of the church's exalted Head. 

Since the last meeting of Synod we have been called upon to record th« 
decease of our oldest and much esteemed member. Rev. W. L. Roberts, D. D. 
On December 7th, 1864, he was suddenly called to render an account of his 
atewardslep, and we trust to enter upon the enjoyment of his eternal rewavd. 

At our last meeting Rev. Jas. Love was received on certificate from the 
Ohio Presbytery. 

In the month of September last a congregation was organized in Davenport, 
which is the ninth regularly organized congregation now in our bounds. Peti- 
tions for organizations from the missionary stations of Kossuth and Albia have 
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been granted, and arrangements have been made for efifecting organizations in 
these places. , Albia has also received a grant for the moderation of a call. 

Mr. S. M. Stevenson, licentiate, having accepted a call from the congrega- 
tion of Washington and Amboy, was, at our meeting in October, ordained to 
the office of the ministry, and subsequently installed as pastor of the congre- 
gation by a commission t)f Presbytery. 

The missionary stations in our bounds are Janes vi He, Wisconsin, and ElHota, 
Minnesota. At Janesville we understand that $300.00 have been subscribed 
for preaching, and the people are desirous of- obtaining all the preaching that 
we can give them. At Elliota they are also desirous of obtaining preaching. 

Days of fasting and thanksgiving have been observed by the congregations 
under our care. We feel much encouraged by the increase in numbers, the 
growing spirit of liberality, and the harmony of all our congregations. 

Presbytery has taken cognizance of the case of Rev. J. iieil. The follow- 
ing resolution was adopted : 

Resolved^ That we report to Synod the following in Mr. Neil's case : that 
we have no charges against him, and that we know of no tangible charge 
against him affecting his moral character, but that we cannot profitably em- 
ploy him in our missionary stations. He is at present, we understand, living 
upon his farm, and preaching to persons outside of the cbuirch when called 
upon. We therefore respectfully refer the case to Synod, with the request to 
dispose of the whole matter as in their judgment they may deem best. 

-Respectfully suboiitted. J. M. M' Donald, Clerk 

The following resolution was presented and adopted : 

Resolved^ That Walter T. Miller, John Kennedy and John Slater be ap- 
pointed a committee to devise a plan for increasing the salaries of the ministry 
of the church, and for establishing, if possible, a sustentation fund, and for 
increasing the Seminary Endowment Fund ; said committee to report during the 
sessions of this Synod. This committee shall also, at as early a date as possi- 
ble, prepare a circular, to be published in the magazine, pres.«ing this matter 
upon the attention of the church. 

Order of the day called for — the consideration of the subject of 
missions. The Committee on Missions reported. The report was 
accepted and considered paragraph by paragraph. While this re- 
port was under discussion, the hour for devotional exercises arrived. 
After devotional exercises Synod had recess until 1 P. M. 

Same Place, 1 P. M. 

After recess Synod came to order. Consideration of missions 
resumed. 

S. Sterritt and J. Ewing had leave of absence for this afternoon 
^nd Monday forenoon. J. B. Whittaker had leave of absence 
during the remnining sessions of this court. 

After proceeding some length in the adoption of the report on 
missions, it was laid on the table for the present. 

Item 9 of Unfinished Business was taken up. The committee 
to inquire respecting the buildings at Northwood, &c., reported. 
Report accepted. While it was under discussion, that part of the 
report of the Committee on Missions that had been laid on the 
table was taken* up. The discussion was arrested, and the com- 
mittee to make arrangements for the public nieetiug reported. 
Report accepted and adopted. It is as follows : 
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The Committee of arrangements for public meeting, to be held on Tuesday 
evening, on the State of the Country, respectfully report the following order 
of exercises: 

1st. The Moderator of Synod to open the meeting by prayer and preside. 

2d. The following topics to be the subjects of diso^ssion : 

1. The Nec(»,ssity of National Reformation, by T. P. Stevenson. 

2. The Subjects of National Reformation, by H. P. M'Clurkin. 

3. The Means of National Reformation, by A. M. Milligan. 

3d. An invitation to any other person favorable to the object contemplated 
in the call of the meeting, to address it. 

4th. The regular speaking to be limited to 30 minutes, and all others to 
10 minutes. 

5th. Close by singing Psalm 72^ from 7th to 11th verse, and apostolical 
benediction. 

All which is respectfully submitted. J. G-ALBRAith, Chairman. 

It v^as stated that the delegate, Rev. Mr. M'Caslin, from the 
Reformed Presbyterian General Synod, was present, and it was or- 
dered that he be heard on Monday next at 3 P. M. 

The Committee on the records of the Rochester Presbytery re- 
ported. Report accepted and adopted. It is as follows : 

The Committee on the Records of the Rochester Presbytery report, thac 
they have examined said records, and find in them nothing contrary to the 
law and order of the church. J. M. Armour, Chairman, 

D. M' Alister appeared and took his seat. 

Synod adjourned with prayer, to meet on Monday at 9 A. M. 

Same Place— Monday. May 29, 9 A.M. 

Synod met and was constituted with prayer. All the members 
present except Bowden and R. Johnston, Logah and D. Wallace, 
who soon appeared. 

Minutes read, amended and approved. 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence reported a letter to 
the Scottish Synod. The letter was read, accepted and laid on 
the table for the present. 

The business under discussion at the adjournment on Saturday 
was resumed. 

Item 9 of Unfinished Business was again laid on the tablfe for 
the present, and Synod proceeded in the consideration of the re- 
port on missions. 

Revs. J. M. Willson, S. 0. Wylie and^. M. Milligan, and John 
Caldwell, ruling elder, were appointed the deputation contemplated 
in resolution No. 3. 

The whole report was amended and adopted. It is as follows : 

The Committee on Missions respiectfully report : We recommend the publi- 
cation of the reports of the Boards of Foreign and Domestic Missions as con- 
taining much to encourage and stimulate in the work of our Master. He has 
prompted us to 80«r bountifully, and is making us to reap abundantly with 
promise of a still richer harvest. 

As to the Foreign Mission, we recommend, 1. That the church he encouraged 
to continue the laudable liberality which has been shown duriui^the past year. 
2. That the Board bo instructed to take immediate steps for the organization 
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of a Female Soliool ; and that they devote as much of the funds as can be 
appropriated to the enlargement and efficiency of the schools. 3. That we ask 
special contributions for the erection of a house of worship in Latakiyeh, aiid 
direct the Board to commence the work wheneyer the receipts shall warrant it. 

In reference to th^ Dqmestic Mission, we recommend, 1. That the balance 
of the Presbyterial fund in the Treasury be placed at the disposal of the 
Board for missionary purposes. 2. That Synod renew its ejETorts to es- 
tablish a Church Extension scheme, as a most effective means to forward 
the work of Missions, and that J. R. W. Sloane, J. C K. Milligan and 
W. S. Miller, J, Wiggins and J. Kennedy, be a board to put in operation 
and manage this work B. That the location of the Mississippi Mission be 
left to the discretion of the Board. 4. That in view of the lamentable 
deficiency of laborers for this field, and the fact that colored men are more 
acceptable and consequently more effective among the freedmen, we recom- 
mend the adoption of the following preamble and resolutions : 

Whereasy Hundreds of thousands of men hitherto held in cruel bondage have 
in the righteous government of God, been emancipated by the war, and are 
accessible to missionary influence ; and whereas, our church, which has always 
been the consistent and sympathising friend of the colored race^ has now 
a loud call in Providence to engage in the great work of educating and 
evangdlizing this wronged and outraged class of American citizens ; therefore, 

Resolved, Ist. That this Synod, expressing its profound gratitude to God for 
his wondrous work in Uie overthrow of the oppressor and the deliverance of the 
enslaved, recognizes that the first and great work of the church at home is to 
bind up the wounds of this oppressed people, by providing for them schools 
and religious instruction. 

2d. That we take measures for establishing a school, in which talented 
colored persons may receive preparatory training for the work of teaching their 
brethren and preaching the gospel of Christ. This school shall be under the 
control of a board elected bieuDially by the Synod, consisting of four ministers 
and four laymen of the church, who shall receive instructions from this court, 
and report annually. 

3d. That the Board prepare and publish at an early day, an appeal to the 
church for funds setting forth the wants of the mission ; that pastors be 
directed to bring this before their respective congregations, and awak^i 
their prayerful interest and liberality ; and that we send out a delegation of 
three ministers and a ruling elder to Europe, in order to solicit funds for the 
purpose of carrying forward our work of education among the colored people 
of this country. 

4th. That our missionaries in the South and our ministers generally^ look 
out and report to the Board young colored men and boys of fair promise, to be 
trained for this work. 

In answer to the letter of R^. A. C. Tris, we recommend the adoption of the 
following letter to be transmitted to him, and the publication of both letters 
with the minutes.* 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

J. C. K. Milligan, Chairman. 

REPOBT or THS BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS. 

The Board, in submitting its annual statement, congratulates Synod and tke 
congregations under its care on the past and present of our Syrian Mission; we 
give thanks also to God, to whose favor we owe every thing on its behalf. 
After years of toil and struggling, it is at length established on what may fairly 
be regarded as' a permanent basis. A foothold has been obtained that 
* See both letierB in A-ppe^u^x to Hvonl^ft. 
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promises to be lastiBg, and we may not doubt, wiUi the promises of God's word 
and the history of other Missions before us, that results commensurate with 
the hopes and labors of the church will be forthcoming in due time. 

It affords us tbe sinoerest gratification to be able to assure Synod that the 
treasuryi as heretofore, is in a satisfactory condition. The total receipts for 
the fiscal year ending April 20th, amounted to thirteen thousand and forty-one 
dollars and eleven cents ($18,041.11), the total disbursements during the same 
period to ten thousand three hundred and sixty-five dollars and three cents 
(SIO, 365.03), producing an excess of two thousand six hundred and seventy- 
six dollars and eight cents ($2,676.08), which leaves on hand, including balance 
for last year, four thousand j&ve hundred and seventy -nine dollars and thirty- 
nine cents (¥4,579, 39) at the commencent of the current year. The past 
year has been one of unprecedented demands upon the treasury. The extraor- 
dinary rates of foreign exchange, growing out of the disturbed condition of the 
finances of the OQuntry, so increased the cost of remittances, that the expenses 
of the Mission were considerably more than doubled. At one time the treasuiy 
was overdrawn to a large amount, but an appeal to the church for help was 
responded to with such promptness and liberality that we were able at once to 
satisfy all demands. The hearty interest shown by our people on behalf of 
the Mission in the readiness and abundance of their contributions, we accept 
as a token for good from the Lord of Missions. It has pleased him to give it 
a place in the heart of the church that promises well for its future permanence 
and prosperity. In what he has already done for it, granting iostant and 
complete relief in a threatened emergency, we would see a fresh proof of his 
power, and pledge that still greater things will be wrought on its behalf. The 
day of small things may not be despised. 

Mr. Dodds has continued at his post, prosecuting the work of the idission 
with the most exemplary patience and seal. We cannot speak too highly of the 
devotion of this beloved brother to the work assigned him by the Master, aad 
of the self-denial of himself and family in toiling for weary months alone, 
uncheered hy the presence and counsel of friend or brother. The health of 
the mission family, through the blessing of God, has been comparatively good. 
There has been no case of severe or protracted illness during the year. 
Mr. Podds has requested permission for himself and family to visit their native 
land some time during the present year, perhaps in the coming autumn, in case 
they may feel justified when the time arrives in availing themselves of the 
permission. The Board did not hesitate to grant the request. 

Mr. and Mrs. Beattie, with their only surviving child, after an absence of 
some eighteen months, returned to the mission field in the autumn of last year. 
The health of Mrs. Beattie, the shattered state of which necessitated a return 
to this country, was quite restored. We are pained to say that shortly before 
leaving for their Syrian home they were for the fourth time bereaved. Their 
infant child sickened and died suddenly in the month of September. The 
sojourn of these dear friends at home though brief was pleasant to all, and 
indirectly of no small benefit to the Mission. 

The great de:«ideratum of the Mission, the services of a competent physician, 
has at length been met. Dr. David Metheny, a member of the Pittsburgh and 
Allegheny congregation, wfio had for some time been under appointment by 
the Board, finally declared his acceptance. Preparations for departure were 
forthwith commenced. Himself, wife and infant child sailed with Mr. and 
Mrs. Beattie. The two families left New York for Liverpool on Wednesday, 
November 2d, in the Canard steamer Scotia, in which the company obligingly 
eranted a passage on the most favorable terms. They arrived out after a brief 
0llt stormy passage, and after a week's delay in England they embarked for 
Alexandria, and there connected with a steamer for Latakiyeh, arriving about 
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the middle of January in pood health and without any evil occurrent by the 
way. A profound and lively interest was evinced on behalf of the mission 
families on the eve of their departure. Farewell meetings, held in Philadelphia 
and New York, were numerously attended, and many of the brethren accom- 
panied them to the ship, where, after oomraendin&: them to God in prayer, the 
final leave whs taken. Dr. Metheoy was ordained to the ofl5.ce of niling eldei 
by the session of the cono:regation of which he was a member. This action 
was at the request of the Board. 

It is now four years since Synod authorized measures looking to the estab* 
lishment of a female school. The missionaries .have brought the matter re- 
peitedly before ua, and the importance of the measure to the future of th< 
Mission, as well as to the interests of the female population of Syria, has heei 
deeply felt. The way, however, did not appear open for definite action. Th< 
difl&culties heretofore in the way are now in great measure removed, and it ii 
the opinion of the Board that the time has come when this further step shoulc 
be taken. At a late meeting measures were initiated with a view to this, an( 
unless Synod should direct otherwise, a female teacher will be sent out durioj 
the ensuing summer or fall, to take charq:e of the school and supervise iti 
general interests. We add in this connection, that a lively interest is felt i: 
this movement by many members of the church; a number of contribution 
have been received with direction to apply to this specific object, one persoi 
alone contributing the sum of five hundred dollars. 

It was mentioned in our last report that the Reformed Presbyterian Syno 
in Ireland had made a generous appropriation of funds at its disposal in favo 
of our Mission; we were not able at that time to state the precise amount, bv 
the Mission has since reported to us thejeceipt of £23 98. 9d. stg. from tha 
quarter, which was applied with our approval to the fund for educating th 
Fellahin. The Board immediately on receiving the necessary informatio 
mtfde proper acknowledgment to the brethren in Ireland for this valuabl 
token of thpir interest in our Mission, and of their regard for our Synod. Th 
Mission had also received throujrh Rev. Dr. Houston, from friends in Knocl 
bracken congregation, a very handsome communion service. We deem it but a 
act of pimple justice to record, that Mr. Lyde of London continues to manife« 
an unabated interest in the Mission. Besides remitting regularly the anna 
proceeds of the bequest of his late brother, the Rev. Thomas Lyde, he make 
frequent contributions on his own account, and has interested others greatly t 
the advantage of the Mission. A remittance of £75, of which £25 was i 
personal contribution, we received from him a few weeks ago. 

The Mission has met with a sore bereavement in the death of Hammud, it 
first baptized convert. We v^ere led, as were all who had any knowledge of bin 
to cherish sanguine anticipations in regard to the future labors of this devotei 
young man among his deluded countrymen, the Fellahin. It pleased Grod., wt 
can provide instruments to carry forward his work when he needs them, t 
blast our hopes, and in this way to call the church to walk by faith and not b 
sight. vAfter an illness of several months, originating in dyspeptic affectioc 
Hammud died from pulmonary phthisis on the evening of Saturday, the Vji 
of December last, and on the next day his body, followed by a large concoura 
of mourners, was laid in the Mission cemetery at Latakiyeh. We subjoin th 
following tribute to the worth of the departed, prepared by Mr. Dodds, wh 
knew him well and was witness to the calm and peaceful triumph of hi 
death : 

**Hammnd was altogether a remarkable' man. He was endowed with a 
acute, penetrating mind, an eagerly inquisitive disposition, a well balance 
judgment, and great patience for mental labor* He was of a mild, qui( 
spirit; fond of argument; patient of opposition; deferential to the innocei 
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usages of society, but unoompromising in withstanding whatever he believed 
to be wrong. He was ready to profess Cl»ri.^t in any company and in any 
presence, and never since he professed himself a Christian did he shrink 
from the obloquy of the cross. I never knew one who more steadily and 
constantly aimed at perfection, or more scrupulously shunned every appearance 
of e^i^- I should say that I never knew any one so much so, only I fear 
it might be interpreted as an exaggeration by those who did not know him 
as I did. My companions in the Mission would consider it no exaggeration. 
He gained krge esteem from the missionaries and native Christians with 
whom he became acquainted on his visit to Beirut 3 and any of them who 
visifed our place, if it were but for a few days, soon marked him as a 
young man of more than ordinary promise ; even his enemies had no evil 
thing to say against him. The worst and only offense that any Nusairi could 
charge him with, was that he left their religion and became a Christian. 
There was nothing in his behavior to furnish a hold by which calumny could 
fasten upon him, and I do not know that ever he was assailed with it. It is 
not known exactly when he was converted; but I do not think that we had any 
instrumentality in it, whatever we may have had in building him up in the 
divine life. I am inclined to think that the means of the saving change was 
the truth stored up in his mind by Mr. Lyde's teachings long before we came, 
and a serious impression made on his mind by the intelligence of Mr. Lyde's 
death, which deeply and salutarily affected his mind and heart; and I have a 
strong hope that his own death will, by the grace of God, be in like manner 
blessed to others. I have reason to believe that he had experienced the new 
)irtb a long time before he was baptized. But whenever or however the 
ihange was wrought, it was the work of.that Spirit whof»e movements ^'are like 
he wind, which bloweth where it lihteth; and his salvation (of which I feel 
juite as stire as I do of the salvation of any man I ever knew) is such a triumph 
>f sovereign grace as mightily encourages to hope that our labors will not be in 
^ain in the Lord. If indeed the first fruits of our tillage is laid up in the 
leavenly garner, as we cannot doubt that it is, we cannot but have a harvest 
n. due time, if we faint not." 

Such was the life and such the death of this admirable youth. And who 
rill say that there is not here ample recompense for all the sacrifice and labors 
.nd toiPof the church and her missionaries for nine successive years in 
Jyria? He was a chosen vessel of mercy, and in this mysterious way did God 
nove to perform toward him the wonders of his love. He saw the end f^om 
;lie beginning, but we did not. 

There is nothing striking to note in the progress of the Mission during the 
past year. The attendance upon the schools has been about the same, except in 
ilie case of the Nusairiyeh. This has not been so large. The reason, however, 
was not their unwillingness to come, but partly the reduction of force in the 
Mission and partly other reasons. More scholars could have been obtained from 
the mountains, had circumstances warranted the Mission to receive them, than 
perhaps at any previous time. It is hoped that some time during the preseat 
season the property in the mountain bequeathed by Mr. Lyde to the Mission, 
may be taken possession of and occupied as a distinct station. The matter has 
been brought before the attention of the missionaries, and is now under 
advisement by them. Yusef, admitted to the fellowship of the church about a 
year since, holds fast his integrity. The prospects of the Mission are emphati- 
cally hopeful. It ih the opinion of the missionaries that they were never more 
80 than at the present time. It is with special satisfaction and thankfulness 
that we mention that within a few weeks past four of the Nusairiyeh youths have 
applied to be put under a course of instruction with a view to baptism. The 
death of Hammud, whom all classes had learned to love and respect; had 
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produced a salutary effect; and the subsequent arrival of Mr. Beattie and Dr. 
Metheny with their families, bad greatly increased respect for and interest on 
behalf of the Mission. Indeed up till our last accounts the services of the 
physician were in constant demand^ and it was with extreme difficulty that the 
numerous applications for advice and relief could be met These indications 
are significant and well suited to arrest and fix attention ; we interpret them as 
tokens for good — the drops from heaven that precede and promise plentiful 
showers. At all events we are sure of complete eventual success. We have 
tasted already the first ripe fruit, and it gives hope of abundant satisfaction in 
the end of the day. If we have sown in tears we have also reaped in joy. 
Let us, thereibre, not weary in well-doing, but go forth weeping though it^be, 
bearing the precious seed of the word of God, and the mower shall come back 
bearing his ample sheaves, and then he that soweth and he that r§apeth shall 
rejoice together. 

Samuel 0. WtliB| Chairman of Board. 
T. P. SlEVENSON, Secretary, 

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF DOMESTIC MISSIONS. 

To the Synod of Reformed Presbyterian Churchy to meet in Uiica, Ohio, May 
24/A, 1865. • 

The following named ministers and ruling elders appointed by your reverend 
body, in May, 1864, to organise and act as a Board of Domestic Missions, vis. 
Rev. Prof J. M. Willson, Rev. Thos Sproull, D. D., Rev. A. M. Milligan, 
Messrs. D. Greg^, H. Dean, D. Euwer and W. Wills, met in the Hall of the 
Theological Seminary^ Allegheny City, on 8th June, 1864, and constituted by 
the appointment of Rev. J. M. Willson, President; W. Wills, Secretary. Sinoe 
that date we have regularly met monthly, besides special meetings. The total 
receipts, as shown by the Treasurer's report for the year, including amounts 
received from the late Eastern and Western Boards, amount to $7,445.42. Total 
expended, S4,434.46. These receipts have been for the general Domestic Mis- 
sion, $1,272.88 ; for the Freedmen's Mission, $6 172.64. Amount expended 
for Domestic Missions, $737. 60 ; for the Freedmen's Mission, $3,696 96; leaving 
balance in treasury, $2,476.58 for Freedmen's, and $535.38 for Domestic Mis- 
. sions — $3,010.96 in all. Your board found Mr. S. M. Stevenson engage^in 
missionating in Wisconsin and Minnesota, where he continued to laAr .until 
Oetober, 1864, with very encouraging success, having visited among others the 
following stations : Magnolia, Elliota, Patch Grove, Portage City, Newton, 
Iowa, Ji.nesville and Spring Valley, of which Elliota, Minn., and Janesvilk, 
Wis. appear to be the most promising. 

Early in October, 1864, Mr. Stevenson repaired to Sharon, Iowa, at the re- 
Gommendation of the board, with a view to ordination. While in that neigh- 
borhood he received a call to a vacant congregation, which he accepted, and 
thus his connection with the board was dissolved. 

The board regard this as a very promising field, and have ,been desirous to 
supply his place, but have hitherto found it impracticable. Would recommend 
that Synod pay particular attention to this mission field. The board at its first 
meeting appointed Rev. W. W. M'Millin to missionate in the State of Kansas, 
where it was known that we had souie members by whom application had been 
i^ade for the administration of ordinances. Mr. M'Millin repaired to his post 
at an early day, and has since been a,etively employed in his work, visiting a 
number of points, and at the present time is laboring specially at Olathe, 
Johnson Co. Kansas, and vicinity. The prospects are encouraging, and this 
is largely growing in interest as an important mission field. Olathe is regarded 
by Mr. M'Milliu'as a point at which it would be desirable to erect a house of 
FO^ship. 
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Witli reference to the missions among the EreedofiBn, the board regrets to 
ly that it has not been able to re-commence operations in Fernandina, Fla. The 
rincipal difficulty was to obtain a qualified person to take charge of such a 
dd. We think it ought not to be entirely abandoned. So far as we know, 
is yet accessible. When we received the Washington, D. C. Mission under 
ir charge, it was in the hands of Mr. J. O. Baylis, aided by Mr. D. O. Brown 
id a lady teacher ; the latter soon after resigned. The board at an early 
sriod appointed Rev. T. M. Elder to take charge of the mission, with Mr, J. 
'. Baylis and Miss M. B. Floyd as co-laborers. At a subsequent period, the 
3hools having increased largely, Miss C. S. Clough was added to the corps of 
kborers. Kev. Elder repaired to Washington in September, 1864, and re- 
ULined until the middle of March, 1 865. 

The mission is now in a more flourishing condition than at any former 
►eriod ; the teachers appear to be laboring with diligence and success. The 
ay school numbers about 200, the night school 70 ; the latter composed prin- 
apally of adults, who are occupied during the day in various employments, 
ihe attendance at the Sabbath school is 150. 

Synod is aware that tenant houses were erected on the lot occupied in part 
)y the church and school-house. The revenue from these has been $490.15 
(most of this consumed by repairing), an amount not so large as anticipated, 
owing to the fact that the original rate of rent was too high and had to be re- 
duced, and also owing to inability of tenants at times to pay, because of irreg- 
ularity in receipts from government. At the present time all are rented, and 
on terms that warrant us to expect regular receipts in future. There are at 
present laboring at Natchez, Miss., Messrs. J. C. K. Faris, D. C. and J. Faris, 
Misses E. Morrison, M. Sterrett, S. J. Speers, K. B. Speers, J. Halliday, E. 
M'Enight (now Mrs. J. 0. K. Faris) and M. J. Jamison, who have schools in 
)peration in Natchez and on plantations in the immediate neighborhood. The 
^ndanoe is good on Sabbath, day and night schools, and numbers about as 
follows, viz. Sabbath, 111 ; day, 305; night, 17, 18. 

At our last accounts the Government Superintendent expressed a desire that 
ihey would remove either to Vicksburg or Davis* Bend; the matter was not 
icted upon by tbe board, and is referred to Synod. 

£ariy in August last the board learned that money could be raised in Britain 
br thft^Tpteedmen's Mission, and requested Rev. J. L. M'Cartney, then in that 
iountry, to make the attempt. He carefully entered upon the work, with what 
lucoess you are acquainted, his report having been published in the Re- 
hrmed Fresbt/terian and Covenanter ; and Mr. M'Cartney certainly deserves 
hesthanks of Synod for his promptness and success. 

The board feeling itself warranted by the action of Synod, defining the field 
f operation assigned it, took charge of the mission in the city of Indianapolis, 
ndtana, but did not succeed in securing a regular administration of ordinances 
bere until the first of the present year, when Rev. J. Crozier, who had been 
luch encouraged by a brief visit to that pla!be early in 1864, was requested 
Y the board to spend the months of January and February in that city. Mr. 
. cheerfully accepted, and with intervals of necessary absence has been la- 
iring there with great acceptance since. The preaching, which is held in 
le court house, is well attended. Lots have been purchased,tand an effort is 
aking to erect a house of worship. Some liberal donatio£\.if, the shape 
' building lots, have been made for this object here by residents not of 
ir church. The erection of an edifice appears to be indiFpensable to 
te permanent success of this important effort, and the board would be happy 
find the church responding freely and liberally and unanimously to the call 
OS made upon ber generosity. 
It was made the duty of this board to distribute the innds, subject to the 
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call of the Presbyteries, for missionaries and supplements to salaries in tlieir 
own bounds. When this subject came before us at our last meeting, we found 
the balance on hand small, especially when reduced by the amount of one 
instalment of Mr. D. Gregg's special contribution, and by one quarter's salary 
to Mr. M'Millin, due 8th June next; and besides application had been made 
by but two Presbyteries. Under these circumstances the board postponed 
action, and referred the matter again to Synod. 

The board has felt sustained and encouraged in its efforts, by the evident 
good results of their missionaries' labors among the Freedmen, and it is our 
decided judgment that the church should endeavor to enlarge her operations 
in this great and growing field. The progress of events has made it evident 
that very soon the whole colored population of the South will become accessible 
to the missionaries of our own and other evangelical churches, and to these, 
moreover, they will have to look both for religious and secular instruction. 
The Macedonian cry comes up loudly and widely. Shall we not respond to 
it? We may add that teachers can be obtained, both men and women. We 
need funds ; with these furnished, we could dot over the entire South with our 
schools and stations. 

The board deemed it necessary to have Mr. J. C. K. Faris ordained, and 
requested the Illinois Presbytery to ordain him. 

Respectfully subimtted. Jas. M. Willson, Chairman, 

William Wills, Cl^k, 

It was stated that Rev. J. Stott was about to visit Ireland, 
and it was 

Resohed, That Rev. J. Stott, Moderator of thi« court, be appointed a dele- 
gate from this Synod to the Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Chnrch in 
Ireland, and also to the Scottish Synod of the Keformed Presbyterian Chureli, 
provided a meeting be held ; and that the Clerk be directed to give him a cer- 
tificate. 

J. M. Willson, S. 0. Wylie, A. M. Milligan and J. Caldwell were 
also appointed delegates to the Reformed Presbyterian Synod in 
Ireland. 

A committee was appointed to nominate members of tImBoard 
of Education contemplated in resolution Ifo. 2. 

In pursuance of the resolution of Synod, the Moderator appoint- 
ed the following persons to preach during the next meeting of 
Synod : On Missions, H. P M'Clurkin ; alternate, J. R. Thompson. 
On Christian Beneficence, J. R. M'Donald j alternate, A. J. M'Far- 
land. On the Duty of the Nation to God, &c., J. R. W. Sloane ; al- 
ternate, H- H. George. 

A resolution in reference to the building of a church at Indian- 
apolis was referred to the Committee on Church Extension. 

A special committee on paper No. 2, reported. Report accepted. 

Synod having spent half an hour in devotional ^exercises, had 
recess until 1» P. M. -ti.. 

,^ ■ Same PjtiSi. 1 P. M. 

After recess Synod came to order. The committee appointed 
to nominate the Board of Education reported the following : Revs. 
A.M. Milligan, T.P.Stevenson, H. P. M'Clurkin, J. L. McCartney; 
elders, David Wallace, James Brown, W. Wills and Thomas 
Smith. Report accepted and adopted. The foUowiijg resolution 
waa adopted : 
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^solved, 1. That Walter T. Miller, No. 5 Hanover street, New York, be 
inted Treasurer to the Board of Church Extension. 2. That all congre- 
ns be directed to take up annual collections for the Church Extension 
1, and that the first collection be forwarded to the Treasurer as soon as 
icable. 

he Moderator appointed A. M. Milligan, J. R. W. Sloane and 
I. Brown to visit thie President, confer with^Committee of Con* 
IS, and correspond with other organizations for securing the 
ndment of the Constitution. 

he consideration of the report on paper IsTo. 2 was resumed. The 
)rt was amended and adopted. It is as follows : 

le Committee to whom was referred the papers from Pittsburgh upon the 
ect of Temperance, respectfully report: The subject presented in this 
r is one whose importance we can scarcely exaggerate, and which at the 
ent time calls for serious consideration. 

hat intemperance is alarmingly upon the increase, is a fact that is ad- 
ed upon all hands and is patent to every observer. The appalling preva- 
e of this sin and crime is calculated to excite the most serious apprehension, 
should rouse every friend of humanity to the most strenuous efforts to 
St the progress of this abomination that maketh desolate. 
or are the causes of the increase of drunkenness concealed; they are to be 
id in the sanction which Government gives to the manufacture and sale of 
xicating liquors, the excessive indulgence in their use by the .soldiers in 
army, the increased use of them — both malt and distilled — by physicians, 
vicious indulgence in that detestable narcotic, tobacco ; the relaxation of 

I efforts on the part of the friends of temperance, and the failure of the 
reh to set herself determinedly against this vice. 

our committee recommend that Synod seriously and earnestly warn the 
pie under its charge, as they desire to cultivate that purity of heart with- 
which no man shall see the Lord, and as they value their eternal interests, 
bstain entirely from the use of intoxicating liquors as a beverage, and also 
ivoiding their frequent and unnecessary use as a medicine, and especially all 
olic medicated nostrums in the snape of bitters, which, under the respect- 
name of medicine, minister to a depraved appetite. Also, that sessions 
tirected to give special attention to this matter, and enforce the law of the 
rch against all who manufacture, sell or use intoxicating liquors as a 
jrage. 

inally, that the pastors of all our congregations be directed to preach fre- 
atly Lipon this subject, and once more solemnly warn their people against 
seductive and ruinous vice. 

II of which is respectfully submitted. J. R. W. Sloane, Chairman. 

.^he consideration of the report on the Theological Seminary 
J resumed. It was amended and adopted. It is as follows : 

he Committee on the Theological Seminary report: The only paper referred 

s is the report of the Board of the Theological Seminary. 

here is nothing in this report requiring the action of Syopd, except the 

lest of the Professors, ^' that Synod would devise some means to increase 

nuuiber of theological students.'" On this, wo recommend, 

, Earnest and united supplication by the whole church to the Lord of the 

rest lor an increase of laborers. 

. Liberality on the part of all our people in the support of the ministry. 
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The want of this is no doubt one discouragement in tlie MB,y6f the sons of tb 
church devoting themselves to this work. 

3. That the Presbyteries be directed to make special efforts to find and 
encourage suitable persons to devote themselves to the ministry. 

4. That all our pastors be directed to preach on this subject, and call tBe 
attention of all our people to it. The church is not alive as she should be in 
this matter. Our Theological Seminary ought to occupy a far deeper place in 
the heart of the church than it does. 

6. We further recommend that the salaries of Professors Willson and 
Sproull be raised to $2,000 and $750 respectively. 

H. P. M'CluEKIN, Chairman. 

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF SUPERINTENDENTS OF THE THEOLOQIGAL 

SEMINARY. 

Another theological session of the usual period of five months, closed on tlie 
21st of March. The names of eight students are found upon the roll as being 
in attendance during the winter, though two were not present until the be- 
ginning of the year ; one on account of ill health, and the other for reasons 
regarded as satisfactory. The attendance of a third was very partial in con- 
sequence of other claims upon his time and attention. J. W. Sproull, one of • 
our licentiates, was in attendance upon the duties of the seminary during the 
greater part of the session. We regret to say that James S. Buck, mentioned 
in our last report as a student of the third year, was absent on account of 
feeble health. Mr. Buck, who had been licensed by his presbytery, afi«r 
preaching for some two or three months, with more than ordinary acceptance, 
was attacked with violent haemorrhage from the luugs, under the ^ect of 
which he was greatly prostrated, and still remains in a precarious cqnplti^ of 
health. Mr. Buck was one of our most promising students, and ifie sir^ke 
that has laid him aside for the present, is not only b, severe personal trial to 
himself and family, but an affliction to the church, which greatly needs la- 
borers of his mutual attainments and experience. 

The list of students reported to us by the Professors as in attendance 
during the session, is the following : 1st year — James M. Faris, A. W. John- 
son. 2d year — ^James A. Black, James R. Newell, Thomas A. Sproull, Alex- 
ander Wright. 4th year — D. H. Coulter, R. J. Sharpe. The deportment of 
the young men was satisfactory to their teachers, who also speak of their in- 
dustry and diligence in study in commendatory terms. 

The board was more than satisfied with the indications of improvement fur- 
nished by the examination of the students, and by the discourses delivered in 
its presence. There was evidence enough that the teaching had been careful 
and thorough, and that diligent and capable attention had been given to it 
A chief source of regret in connection with the Seminary, is the paucity of 
students. • We need earnest supplication to the Lord of the harvest for an in- 
ortase of laborers, for as yet they are few in proportion to the haarvest to be 
gathered. We subjoin the following paragraph from the joint report of the 
Professors, and solicit for it Synod's most earnest attention : 

" We think this a proper occasion to urge upon Synod, through you, the 
adoption of some means, if any ean be devised, for the increase of the number 
of our students. The demand for laborers in the work of evangelization has 
never been so great among us in proportion to the supply. We know, in- 
deed, that it is the prerogative of the Lord of the harvest to provide and 
furnish laborers 5 but this he does through means, actively and prayerfully 
employed. As it seems to us, no subject demands more imperatively the im- 
mediate attention of Synod.'' 

Samuel 0. Wylib, Chairman of Board. 
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The followiDg resolutian was uniinimouslj adopted : 

JSeaolved, That the thankB of this Syhod be retained to Jaa. Wiggics, J. 
r. Willson, Henry Martin, Wm. M'Knight, Wm. Dunlap, Hugh Graham, W. 
W. Keys and the Elkhorn congregation, for their generous donation in sup- 
plementing, for one year, the salary of Professor Willson. 

It was Eesolvedf That Synod will adjourn finally at or before 5 P. M. on to- 
morrow. 

The special committee to which papers Nos. 10, 11 and 12 were 
referred, reported. Report accepted and considered article by ar- 
ticle for adoption. 

The discussion was arrested by the order of the day — the hear- 
ing of the delegate from the Reformed Presbyterian General Sy- 
nod. After his address, it was 

Resolvedj That this Synod have heard with great satisfaction the able and 
earnest address of the delegate, and. through him return to the Keformed 
Presbyterian General Synod our cordial salutations. 

The Moderator in a few appropriate remarks to the delegate ex- 
pressed the interest which this Synod has in the body which he 
represents. It was 

Resolved^ That A. M. Milligan be re-appointed delegate to the Reformed 
Pinesbyterian General Synod ; his alternate, H. H. George. Also, 

Resoloed^ That Rev. J. R. Thompson, alternate, J. Stott, and B. Smith, 
ruling elder^ be appointed delegates to the United Presbyterian General As- 
sembly. 

^ Biwden appeared. Synod resumed the consideration of the 
ri^port. The hour of adjournment having arrived, the rule requir- 
ing adjournment at 4 P. M. was suspended for half an hour. 
While the report was still under discussion, Synod adjourned un- 
til to-morrow at 9 A.M. 

% Samb PLAOB^Tuesday, May 80, 9 A. M. 

Synod met and was constituted with prayer. All the members 
present except Allen, J. M. Beattie, Boyd, D. Faris, M'Cullouffh, 
Shaw, Stewart andD. Wallace, who soon appeared. « Minutes read, 
amended and approved. It was 

Resohedy That the Central Board of Domestic Missions be instructed to pay 
the expenses of the committee to visit Washington. 

y' The special committee appointed to devise a plan to increase 
pastors' salaries, &c., reported. Report accepted and laid on the 
table for. the present. 

The special committee to prepare a minute in reference to the 
decease of Rev. J. M'Lachlan reported. Report accepted aud 
adopted. It i% as follows : 

The Committee appointed to prepare a notice of the late Rev. James 
M'Lachlan report as follows : 

Mr. M'Lachlan was born in the city of Glasgow, North Britain, and was at 
the time of his death (19th Nov., 1864,^ in the 67th year of his age. He 
received his classical and philosophical eaucation in the university of his native 
city } and the theological preparation for the ministry in the seminary of the 
old Bargher section of the Secession Churchy of which he was a member. He 
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was licensed to preacli the everlasting gospel by the old Burgher Presbytery 
of Glasgow, in 182 T, and in the same year was ordained by presbytery to the 
holy ministry, in view of proceeding to Southern Africa, as a missionary, under 
the patronage of the London Missionary Society ; but owing to the ill-health 
of his wife, after two years residence at ih% Cape of Good Hope, he was com- 
pelled to return. 

The following four years Mr. M'Lachlan spent, as chaplain to the Seamen's 
Chapel, in the city of Glasgow. During this time he became dissatisfied with 
his ecclesiastical connexion, and convinced of the truth of the distinctive 
principles of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, to which he gave his acces- 
sion ; and in 1834 was sent by the Scottish Synod of our church to Canada 
West, as their missionary. In this field he labored for nearly twenty years; 
and when the Synod ceased to maintain her mission in Canada Weat, Mr. 
M'Lachlan became a member of the Presbytery of Rochester, in the U. S. 
Several years after he received and accepted a call from the congregation of 
Lisbon, N. T., within the bounds of the Rochester Presbytery, where he con- 
tinued till the hour of his death, a period of nine years. 

All which is respectfully submitted. David Scott, Chairr^an. 

The Committee on Finance reported. Eeport accepted and 
adopted. It is as follows : 

The Committee on Finance report : 

1. That we have examined the reports of the Treasurer of Synod, the 
Treasurer of the Theological Seminary, and the Treasurer of the Central Board 
of Missions. In reference to these reports we make the following recommend- 
ations: (1.) That the investments made by Synod's Treasurer be approfed 
and his report published. (2.) That the report of 'the Treafor^ (%the 
Central Board, and the report of the Treasurer of the Theological 'i^inaij 
on the Endowment Fund, be recommitted to them, be perfected, and that when 
80 completed, they be published. • 

2. lu reference to the collection of notes for endowment of the Theological ' 
Seminary, we recommend that'Synod direct sessions and others, having such 
notes in possession, to collect immediately all that are matured or colilectible, 
discounting for cash such as are doubtful, and report to the Treasurer of the 
Seminary j and that ministers and elders present in Synod, be specially charged 
to give attention to this matter in their respective bounds. 

3. The following sums have been received for the traveling fund : 

CoDgregatioLB. No. Delegates. Expenses. Contrihuttoni. 

Allegheny, ; »......., , 2 

Salt Creek, ,../ 2 

Society of Greencaslle, Conococbeague, 

Utica, 2 

Moiiongahela, 1 

White Lake, 1 

Clariuda, 1 

Second,' New York, 1 

Bloomington, 2 

Liud Grove, 1 

Grove Hill, 1 

Bethel 2 

First, I'hiiadelphia, 2 

liehoboth, Iowa,.. , 1 

Ciaftsrbury, ;,., 1 

Syrac.ise, • 1 

1>. 8cott 

R. Z VVillson, 

Prof. WiUsoD, ^ t 
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N. B. Johnston, ^ $10 05 

T. Hantay, ^ 8 00 

J. Loye, ^ 60 00 



Total, ^ $68fi 15 $256 54 

The dividend, 37} per cent, on the expenses incurred. 

Respectfully submitted. J. M. M'Donald, Chairman. 

It was Resolved f 1. That the Traveling Fund^in its present form, be abol- 
isliQ/d. 2. That a committee be appointed to ascertain the total traveling ex- 
penses of the next meeting of Synod, and distribute them pro rata over the 
Presbyteries according to the number of communicants under their care, and 
report at next meeting of Synod. That committee to consist of J. M'Cracken, 
J. C. Smith and D. Smith. 

The following resolutions were presented by J. R. W. Sloane 
and unanimously adopted : 

Resolved^ 1st. That this Synod congratulate the country upon the utter over- 
throw of the slaveholders' rebellion, which has for the past four years filled the 
land with mourning and aimed at the destruction of the nation. 

Resolved^ 2d. That we recognize in the death of President Lincoln, by the 
hand of an assassin, a severe chastisement from Almighty God, and the legiti- 
mate fruits of that system of wrong and bloodshed which inspired and ani- 
mated the late Southern conspiracy. 

Resolved^ 3d. That inasmuch as it is a principle of the divine government 
that/* he that jusfifieth the wicked, and he that condemneth the just, even they 
iMCh are an abomination to the Lord;'' it is our calm and deliberate judg- 
ment, that it is the duty of the government to inflict the penalty of death upon 
the leaders of the late rebellion. 

Resolved^ 4th. That we recognize in the late war a signal manifestation of 
the divine wrath against the sins of the nation, especially the rejection of the 
authority of Messiah and oppression of man. 

Resolved, 5th. That we heartily rejoice in every step which has been taken 
for the destruction of slavery, and urge the carrying forward of the work, until 
every man in the nation, without regard to color, stands upon a perfect equality 
before the Jaws. 

Resolvedy 6th. That we again call upon the nation to abandon its rebellion 
against God, acknowledge his name, submit to his authority, and recognize the 
mediatorial claims of his Son. 

The business under consideration last evening was resumed. 
A substitute was enjjprtained, amended and adopted. It is as 
follows: 

Inasmuch as Synod, at its recent meetings, did pass resolutions and enact- 
ments, in reference to the war, which have not proved satisfactory to many 
members of the ohorch ; and, t 

Inasmuch as the exhibition of reformation principles has never at any former 
period been so important as at this very time, showing clearly the importance 
and necessity of onion, brotherly love and harmony amount ourselves ; 

Therefore, Resolved, That #e do not approve of or sanction any act, rela- 
tion or oath of allegiance which involves identification with the government 
of the United States, while it continues to refuse submission to the Messiah, 
and remain in rebellion against God ; and if anything done by this Synod has 
been so construed, we disclaim that interpretation. 

We farther assnre these petitioners, that we do not approve of any departure 
15 
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from the footsteps of the flock and the approred standards of the church, nor 
from the previous action of this Synod, disapproving of the army oath ; yet, 
on account of the indefiniteness of Synod's action at different times, 

Resolved, That Synod direct sessions to take no further action in the case 
of returned soldiers, than to ascertain that they still adhere to our testimony 
against the sin of the nation, and maintain a' practical dissent ft'om the con- 
atitution of the government. But in cases where individuals have taken oath 
of naturalization or of civil and military office, which involves an approval of 
the constitution, or have voted at the polls, we direct that they be dealt wiUi 
according to the usual practice of the church. 

The Letter to the Scottish Synod was taken up and adopted, and 
it was ordered that it be signed by the Moderator and Clerk, and 
transmitted to the Synod in Scotland, 

To the Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in North America, to 
meet in Utica on the fourth Wednesday of May ^ 1865. 

Dear Brethren — ^Tonr letter addressed to the Synod of the Beformed 
Presbyterian Church in Scotland, to meet on the first Monday of June, 1864, 
waa duly received ; but from the time at which it was written* it was of oonise 
impossible that it could reach us before our meeting in the beginning of laat 
June. Under favor of Providence, however, it will be presented to our next 
meeting, which is to commence its sittings on the first Tuesday of Jane, 
1865. But as we hold it desirable th^t a reply from us should reach you at 
your first meeting in the end of May, we again write to you on behalf of the 
Beformed JPresbyterian Church of Scotland in the name of the same Oomaiit- 
tee which replied to your former kind letter, in which you spontMieeiuIj 
expressed so warmly and so strongly your cordial approbation of the protest 
we had taken, in defense of the principles of onr Covenanted Reformati(ffi, in 
May, 1863, and of the steps we had taken for the maintenance of those priD- 
cipleS; which you concur with us in believing to be the principles of tnitii and 
righteousaess, under the banner of a Testimony for the Crowa and Covenant 
of our Divine Lord and Master. 

By your letter of last year, we are gratified to leam.that amidst all yonr 
own trials and difficulties, you still continue to express your cordial approbation 
of the position we have been called to oocu{>y, holding up the ^' banner with 
its aniihatiog inscription, For Christ's Crown and Covenant, floating in the 
breeze." 

Since we wrote to you, we have been endeavoring to go on in the work of 
our Lord, preaching the glorious gospel, administering regularly the ori&nanctt 
of divine grace, maintaining the truths of our aovenanted testimony, and 
working together harmoniously in the cause of our Lord. In the week aAer 
we wrote to you, the Bev. Robert Wallace waa inducted into the Refinrmed 
Presbyterian congregation of Glasgow. Since that time he has been laboring 
in that large city with much diligence and abili^, and with enoouriiging 
evidence that his labor is not in vain in the Lord. In ell oar coDgregations 
which enjoy fixed pastors, there is the regular administcatioii ef gospderdimyi- 
ces; and in vacant congregations the gospel is preached and erdinaiMei 
administered to the utmost extent of our abihty. We have i^ endeavored 
ILS far as in our power to carry the glad tidings of salvation through difTecait 
parts of our land; and specially to minister to the fnenda of the Coveaanted 
Keformation scattered in diffeirent plaoes, who eamestiy desiA to cigoy the fall 
and faithful preaching of the glorious gospeL But we feel it pain&l to find 
that, in consequence of the departure of brethren from the cause ta which they 
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were pledged, numbers of tbe people of Ood in many places are sbnt out from 
enjoying tbe gospel and its ordinances, as tbey would desire to baye tbem 
under the banner of a tentimony for Cbrist's 0rown and Covenant. 

We bave ako been endeavoring to do sometbing for the diffusion and 
defense of divine truth by means of the press. It is known to many of you 
that in tbe month of July last year there was commenced a small periodical 
called " The Kefomned Presbyterian Witness." It is published once every two 
months, and has a considerable circulation, not only in Scotland but to some 
extent in Ireland and America. It is our hope that by tbe bleainng of God 
it may be the means of doing some good. 

We rejoice in all your labors for the holding forth of tbe precious doctrines 
of Ood's salvation in your own and other lands. We are glad to learn thai 
your Syrian Mission is suatainedi and tbat you bave evidence that tbe labors of 
your missionaries are owned and blest of God. It is peculiarly gratifying 
to us that you bave set yourselves with energy and earnestness and some 
measure of success to convey the glad tidings of salvation to those inhabitants 
of tbe great country in which you dwell, who have latdy been delivered from 
the eruel temporal bondage under which they had been so long oppressed 
and downtrodden by the wicked operations of the system of slavery. 

At our last meeting of Synod in June, 1864, we submitted to the court your 
letter of 1863, and at the same time the reply which we had sent to it. The 
Committee's letter which was sent to you met the cordial approbation of Synod, 
so that you may hold it fully sanctioned as expressing the deliberate views not 
only of our Committee but of the whole Synod. In that letter we expressed 
our views and feelings in regard to the circumstances in which you are placed 
in tbe great country with which you are connected. To the views and feelings 
there expressed we still adhere; from the fraternal feelings you have ex- 
pressed towards us, we think we are not going beyond tbe limits of pro- 
priety, wBen we again call your attention^ as we now do, to tbe statements 
contained in that letter, and earnestly request you to ponder tbem in a manner 
worthy of the importance of tbe matters to which they refer. It is with the 
kindest feelings that we make this request. It is our most earnest desire, 
that in the midst of tbe solemn and important events through which America 
18 passing, you may be wisely guided, and enabled to hold forth a faithful and 
united testimony for the i^htful claims of the Prince of tbe kings of the 
earth, in a manner that may be for the glory of Otod and for the true welfare 
of the country in wjiich you dwell. Eigbteousness exalteth a nation, but sin 
18 the reproach of any people. It is by the faithful exhibition of divine truth, 
and by keeping in a state of separation from immoral institutions, tbat the 
witnesses tor Christ are to gain the victory, and to be instrumental in promo- 
ting the highest and best interests of tbe |>eople among whom their lot is 
east You have felt the importance of this in former times. You bave set 
finrth the claims of tbe Divine Saviour over the nations of tbe earth. Ybu 
hare entered your protest against the immorality of tbe American Constitution. 
T<m have felt yoprselves bound to keep yourselves in a state of separation 
from it on account of its immorality. We venture now to say to you, dear 
brethren, that there never was a time when fidelity in this matter was more 
necessary than at the present time. You will bear with us^ when we say, in 
the spirit of kindness, tbat at £be present time there is special need of watch- 
fulness, and steadfastness to tried principles, on the part of the witnesses, lest 
the strong eicitement prevailing so widely should carry tbem, in some degree, 
Away from the high and honorable position they have hitherto occupied as 
witnesses for Christ. 

In reference to the terrible war which is carrying mourning and death into 
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80 many &milies, there are Bome aspects of the matter iphieh we deem not 
unworthy of yonr attention. There are now two great controversies going on 
in America. There is a contro'sersy between those who are caUed. Confederates 
on the one hand, and those who are opposed to them on the other. There is 
a controversy between the holy and righteous ^Gk)d on the one hand, and the 
nation of America on the other, on account of^sin. Where there is a contro^ 
versy between God and men, the right is always and forever on God's side. 
Where there are controversies between one man and another, or between one 
association of men and another, it is a thing quite possible that there may be 
much wrong on both sides. This may be the case, also, at the very time when 
Gt)d in connection with these very controversies is working out great and holy 
purooses. In America Gbd is at present doing great things^ for which we are 
glad. We feel thankful to Ood that by his holy working, such a change has 
been wrought; within a short period, in the feelings and actions of the people 
of the North toward the enslave#population. We are thankful that an important 
movement has been made toward the utter abolition of slavery throughout 
America. And from the aspects of providence it is our^ope and our persua- 
sion that ere long that accarsed system shall be numbered among the things 
that were. The terrible war which is now raging in the land has been made 
largely instrumental in bringing about these results. But that God has been 
doing these good things by means of this war is no proof of the lawfulness of 
the war either on the one side or on the other. This question must be 
determined by other considerations, on the principles of religion and morality. 
The selling of Joseph into Egypt, by the hand of God was productive of 
blessed consequences, the whole extent of which go far beyond our United 
conceptions. But this does not in the least prove the lawfulness of the conduet 
of Joseph's brethren. Through the mercy and love of God no event was ever 
productive of such blessed consequences as the crucifixion of the Lordof gloiy. 
But this does not in the least prove the lawfulness of the conduct of those who 
put to death with wicked hands the Prince of life. In like manner we firmly 
believe that the fact of great and blessed consequences, flowing through the 
overruling providence of God, from the American war, is no proof of the 
lawfulness of the conduct of those by whom the war was commenced; nor is it 
any proof of the lawfulness of the war on the part of those who are opposed to 
them. As we said in our former letter, the course of the Confederates is utterly 
wicked and wrong ; they are rebelling against God and sinning against men. 
But on the other hand, is the course of those who fight against them wholly 
right? Your own statements, and the undeniable facts of the case, prove that , 
it is not so. You admit what is undeniable, that the war on the side of the 
U. S. government is for the maintenance of the constitution; and this oonsd- 
tution, you have long witnessed, cannot stand the test of God's holy law. It 
ignores the claims of God and of his Son, and sanctions the iniquities of slavery. 
To take up the war and to carry it on on such a footing is very far fr(Hn being 
in accordance with the principles of eternal righteousness. <'Tluat the main- 
tenance ef the Constitution is an object of the war/' you say," '^is undeniable,'' 
but you addy *^ it is as a means to an eod — the preservation inAct of the Umon." 
We wonder how such a sentence could come from your pen. To make a thing 
right in the sight of God, both the end and the means must be right. It 
cannot be right either as an end or as a means, to make war for the mainte- 
nance of any system that^is immoral— opposed to the glory of God and the wel* 
fare of men. Neither does it make the matter risht, that the course on the 
other side is inconceivably worse — ^vile and wicked in the highest degree, in 
the sight of God and men. If any of you, dear brethren, think that it is lawful 
to maintain a war^ and shed oceans of blood, for the maintenance of a system^ 
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which you jonrseWes belieye to be immoral and wrong — ^we entreat you to 
oonsider the matter more deeply in the sight of Him with whom no throne of 
iniquity can hare fellowship. 

But there is a controversy going on between God and the whole American 
nation. The whole land has sinned and the whole land is suffering. In this 
controversy you had long ago taken G-od*s side, in opposition to nngodlinessi 
both in the constitution apd administration of the government. Now on the 
part of the Confederates, the course taken is to increase and aggravate rebellion 
against G-od and cruel wrong toward men. Those who- are opposed to them 
took up the war on the footing of continuing the controversy with Ood on the 
same ground as before. From this ground God is seeming to be now driving 
them. But on this ground they took up the war; and up to this hour they 
have never taken the ground of giving up the controversy with God, submit- 
ing themselves to his righteous authority, and conforming their Constitution 
and Administration to his holy and righteo#i will. We state these views, 
brethren, frankly to you, because we believe them to be sound and scriptural ; 
and because to follow them out on your part will tend to promote at once 
the purity and peace of the churchy and to benefit in a high degree the land 
you love. 

.You refer to the division which took place in America more than thirty 
years ago. In reference to that matter a report was adopted by the Re- 
formedrresl^terian Synod of Scotland in the year 1836. Of that docu- 
ment we cordially approve. We believe it sets forth. clearly and plainly the 
principles of the Covenanted Testimony, and their right application to the 
institutions both of Britain and America. On the footing of these principles 
we desire firmly to stand, and on the same footing we are prepared to hold 
fellowship with brethren in America holding the same principles and faithfully 
carrying them out in practice. That document it is proposed to republish in 
the forthcoming number of the Reformed Presbyterian Witness — with some 
introductory remarks by one of our number for the sake of the cause of truth, 
and for your benefit and our own. We are encouraged to- hope that you will 
concur with the views expressed in that document, and also with the views 
expressed in this communication — from the fact that in your last letter you 
strongly condemn what you call a vicious principle, which we also condemn. 
"That principle is," you say, *<that in order to bear a faithful testimony 
against an immoral civil government it is not necessary to refuse to swear 
allegiance to it or to refrain from acts that imply identification with it.'' Carry 
out the condemnation of this false principle, and all is tight. This false 
principle is the very principle on which our brethren here have been acting, 
by which the brotherly covenant has been broken, and disruption brought 
about These brethren, who have been acting on this false principle, seem 
anxious that you should go as far astray as themselves. They even speak 
to us tauntingly, as if you had already gone further astray than themselves. 
They speak of a hundred in your church ^' who swear go^nment oaths for 
one who swears them in the Synod'' with which they arci/connected. In our 
view, this representation is toward you very unjust and unfair. It may be, 
we fear, that some of your members have, under the pressure of the strong ex- 
oitement prevailing in America, acted inconsistently with their avowed princi- 
ples. But so far as we know, there has been no law made by you, even in the 
midst of American excitement, to sanction such inconsistency, as has been 
done in a time of peace by these brethren in Scotland. At the same time we 
can have no doubt that there have been among you both individual and 
synodical actings, which we think it impossible to reconcile with the principles 
of the covenanted church; and we must confess that there have been some things, 
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particularly in regard to discipline in reference to this matter, that tend to fill 
our minds with the most serious alarm. From our own experience, a stroag 
impression has been made on the minds of many, that some parts of yoiir 
procedure have a marked similarity to the course pursued by our friends in 
this country, which before our disruption you so strongly condemned. But, 
dear brethren, while we thus speak to you in all kindness, it is our earnest 
desire and prayer, that in the issue, by faithful discipline, at once firm and 
gentle, you will prove your fidelity to your holy profession, and demonstrate 
that there exists a strong and marked contrast between yourselves as witnesses 
for Christ and the erring brethren in Scotland, who have practically given their 
testimony to the winds. Dear brethren, you are in the midst g£ trial. We 
feel for you most deeply. You need grace, and strength, and wisdom from on 
high. You need patience and brotherly kindness toward one another. You 
need the mighty power of God to uphold and guide you. May the good Lord 
himself lead you and bless you,^^]BO that you may be enabled to glorify together 
his holy name -, and that you may be found with one mind and with one spirit 
striving together for the faith of the gospel. It is only by faithful witnessing 
for Ood, and keeping aloof from immoral institutions, that we can discharge 
the duties we owe to God and to our fellowmen, promote the welfare of the 
church and of the lands with which we are connected, and fulfill the high 
ends of our mission as witnesses for the crown of our Divine Lord and Master. 
Let us hold f^st our high position. Let us walk humbly with Q^d. Xiet us 
wait at the post of duty, the Lords time; and he shall yet appear gloriously to 
plead his own cau£e, to overthrow all systems of iniquity, and to bring all the 
nations of the earth under the dominion of their rightful Sovereign. Let us 
be faithful unto death, and the God of all grace will give us that crown of glory 
which shall sever fade away. Wishing you all grace, mercy, and peace, from 
our Covenant God, we are, dear brethren, 

Yours affectionately, on behalf of Committee. 

Wm, Anderson, Convener, 
Glasgow, April 11, 1865. 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence report the following Letter to 
the Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in Scotland : 

Utioa, Ohio, May 30th, 1865. 
Dear Fathers and Brethren — Your letter, addressed to us by your com- 
mittee, has been received and read at our present meeting of Synod ; and we 
are glad to hear that, not discouraged by the great and painful defection of so 
many who once co-operated with you in the exhibition and maintenance of 
your scriptural position, and distinct and faithful testimony, you still continue, 
having obtained help of God, to hold on with so much fidelity and zeal to your 
practical dissent from the British Constitution, and that you are exerting, 
yourselves, as you can, to diffuse the great doctrines of the covenanted refor- 
mation throughout your land. You say truly that these are times when 
fidelity to Christ and his cause are specially required. They are times of 
change. Old things arc passing away. The fallow ground is breaking up. 
The nations are better prepared — we speak particularly of your own country 
— to listen to the voice of truth on the topics embraced in our public and 
peculiar profession, as the claims of the Messiah and his law; while, in the 
United States, that portion of our testimony which relates to hum^n liberty 
has been taken up by the nation itself in the adoption of more than two-thirds 
of each House of Congress, and submission to the people of an amendment to 
the Constitution, making it impossible to hold a slave within the national 
limits. That this amendment will be incorporated in the Constitution we 
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cannot qttestion. It is maintained by some tbat this lias already been done, 
and that our land is already, legally, a free land, inasmucb as the amendment 
has been ratified by the votes of more than three-fourths of the loyal States. 
It has been adopted by twenty-five, thus leaving but two of a deficiepcy, even 
inolading the whole thirty-six. 

The work of amendment once begun, we have ground to hope that, ere 
long, the claims of Immanuel will also be recognized, and this great republic, 
with sorrow for its former most aggravated disregard of the person, and 
official dignity and authority, will humble itself before him as its supreme 
lord and king, and so become in its constitutional acknowledgmeilt and its 
system of law, and in the convictions and feelings of the people, a kingdom of 
our Lord and of his Christ. We would not be too sanguine as to the period 
when so vast a change will take place, but why may not '^ a nation be born in 
a day ?" at all events, the door is now opened^ as never before, for the publi- 
cation and spread of the distinctive doctrinea of our testimony. Not a few 
men of ability, piety and influential social position have come to see the 
truth, value and importance of these doctrines, and are uniting in their 
vindication and diffusion ; and some efforts are now making to combine all 
these friends of religious national reformation in such way as to move the 
public mind in this direction. The supreme judicatories of some of the 
largest religious bodies in the land did last year adopt resolutions recognizing 
the importance of this reform; and while the strength of the evangelical 
churches is far from being as yet brought out in favor of it, comparatively 
little opposition has been elicited, and the cause has found in all the churches 
warm and earnest friends. 

"We are happy to say that our missions are flourishing. We have reinforced 
our foreign mission by the addition of Br. Metheny and wife, during the fall 
of 1864, to our missionary corps. Such a reinforcement has long been 
regarded by our brethren in Syria as very desirable. We have had our 
attention directed to it for some years, but were unable to secure the services 
of one competent to fill the place of a missionary physician until the last 
summer. Dr. Metheny was in good practice in the city of Pittsburgh, but 
left all that he might enter upon a work to which he had long looked forward, 
and for which we well knew him to be qualified in no ordinary degree. From 
the very day of liis arrival in Latakiyeh he has been fully occupied in the 
labors of his profession, and we have thus very satis^Eictory evidence that the 
anticipations of benefit to the mission entertained by our missionaries and by 
the church at home will be fully realized. Moreover there is now a better 
attendance than heretofore upon the preaching of the word. Our school is well 
filled up. Our board of foreign missions has been directed at this meeting of 
Synod to establish a girls' school — a measure which has been in contemplation 
for years — and we add with great satisfaction, that there are some additional ap- 
plicants for admission to the enjoyment of the sealing ordinances of the church. 
The fund for this mission has been abundantly replenished during the past 
year. Notwithstanding the heavy draughts made upon the means of our 
people to meet the exigencies of the war, the amount received by this fund 
has been over $13,000. 

We have missions in operation among the freedmen at Washington, District 
of Columbia, at Natchez, Mississippi, and on some of the plantations in the 
vicinity of that city. Some hundreds of these people, children and adults, 
are receiving instruction &om our missionaries and teachers in the elementary 
branches of secular learning, in the doctrines of the gospel, and in the rules 
of the Christian life. We are sowing the seed, praying and hoping for that 
blessing from on high which alone can secure the increase. In Washington 
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we have a soliool braiding, used also as a diurch. The work is done there bj 
three teachers — a licentiate, aided by two ladies. In Natchez we have a corps 
of ten — three men, one a licentiate, and seven ladies, all fully occupied. 

Our laborers in these fields meet with encouraging success. They find, as 
do all others employed in teaching and ministering among this people, that 
they are very docile, eager, especially the adults, to acquire knowledge, and 
very affectionate and respectful. The field is practically unlimited. AJjready 
many hundreds of thousands have been actually emancipated, and, the rebel- 
lion once completely subdued, the whole southern country will be open to tbe 
enlightening and evangelizing labors of the churches ; for, with the triumph 
of the arms of the United States, liberty will be proclaimed to all the inhabi- 
tants of the late Confederate States. 

In view of this fact, now certain of accomplishment, Synod has taken stepa 
at the present meeting for the establishment of a collegiate institution io 
which colored persons of both sexes may obtain a thorough education, thxia 
fitting them for becoming instruments in the great work of teaching and 
evangelizing their kindred. We have in this special reference to the prepara- 
tion of young men of this race for the ministry, and have appointed a depn- 
tation consisting of three ministers and a ruling elder, to visit the Old World 
during the summer, to solicit funds to aid in carrying out this much-needed 
beneficent enterprise. 

As a church, we are lengthening our cords ; at this meeting of Synod we 
have one hundred and eleven members. 

We have heard with interest your reply to our request regarding yotir 
relations to other bodies claiming the Reformed Presbyterian name, whether 
in the British Isle* or in this country. You refer us to the paper adopted by 
the Scottish Synod in 1836. With this paper we have all along been 
acquainted, and, as far as it goes, satisfied. It contains a comprehensive and 
very just presentation of the principles of our common testimony, and of the 
rules by which their application is to be adjusted. But we do not fail to 
remember that for nearly thirty years subsequent to its adoption and trans- 
mission to this country, the Scottish Synod maintained the same relation to 
those in the United States who had deserted their testimony as to us, and the 
same relation, practically, to a similar body in Ireland as to the Synod of oar 
church there. Our design was to call out an expression on your part of a. 
purpose to carry out to its proper, practical consequences, the very excelleat 
exhibition of principles made in the paper of 1836. As we noware, tbio 
condition of things is anomalous. It could be easily remedied ; and we do no** 
question that it would be as agreeable to you that a definite conclusion should 
be arrived at, as it certainly would to us ; and as we hoped would be reached »cd 
soon as you had obtained power to act in accordance with your cherished 
principles. 

You again refer to the matter of the war in this country, and to the actio "^ 
of this Synod in reference to it. We acknowledge, brethren, your zeal for tW- ^ 
purity of the Covenanter church abroad as well as at home; we can readiL-^U 
appreciate your sensitiveness as to anything that may appear susceptible of a^ ^=^1 
interpretation unfavorable to our fidelity to Christ and his cause, and are ncr:^* 
unwilling to listen to any exhortation tendered us in kindness and love, an- ^ 
expressed in terms consonant to our relations as brethren engaged in ox^^^ 
respective localities, in the same great and glorious work of witnessing fc::::^^ 
Christ's crown and covenant; and in the light of this statement we wish oi — ^ 
present communication to be understood throughout. 

We cannot but remark, howevdr, that in the letter before us there see: 
to be some misapprehensions. We notice, 
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let. That there seems to be an apprehension felt by you that there is on 
ir part some disposition to change our relations to the United States Oonsti- 
ition. We assure you, dear brethren, that there is no ground for any fear 
P this kind. We are not aware that any feeling, much less conviction, finds 
place among us inconsistent with our long fixed judgment and practice in 
lis matter. We still regard the United States Constitution, as an instru- 
lent^ '< atheistical, infidel and oppressive '/' we still refuse, steadily and 
ifchout wavering, to swear, directly or indirectly, to support or defend it; 
id would exclude from our fellowship any one so doing. In a word, there is 
) desire, so far as we are aware, to make any change in our relations to the 
esent Cpnstitution of the United States. 

There have been, we learn, a few cases in which votes were cast in the late 
citing presidential election of 1864, but such cases have, all along, occa- 
aally required the cognizance of the church; and these late ones have, 

helieve, in no instance, been passed without inquiry, and when ascer- 
aed, without censure. We -are awake to this point, and are prepared to 

upon it according to our profession, so long as the Constitution remains 
it is. 

2dlj. You 9eem to think that our action has been taken under undue 
ixcitement/' occasioned by the stir and commotion of a terrible war. We 
3 not surprised, that you entertain such an idea, but that it is a misappre- 
nsion we are pn^ared to affirm. This Synod did, deliberately and nearly, 
not quite unanimously, come to the conclusion, many months after the war 
^ke out, that it was agust war on the part of the United States. We could 
t; and we cannot, reconcile to our sense of right and justice the idea that 
3 government of this country was under moral obligations to see its integrity 
>ken up for the purpose of erecting on the national soil a confederacy based 
on slavery as its " corner-stone." 
YoM seem to suppose, 

^dly. That the war is in defense of the Constitution of the United States 
a. whole, and as it now stands. To this we say, that even admitting that the 
astitution was in some sense the object of the war, this phrase is not to 
interpreted as if the particular provisions of the Constitution were at any 
le the end of the war, on the part either of the government or of the people 
the United States. This is undeniably evident from the fact that the 
ithern Confederates, when putting the rebellion in the force of a national 
:anization, adopted the Constitution of the United States with but two 
>ortant exceptions: they inserted the word "slaves" where the United 
.tes Constitution meatis them, and introduced the name of God into the 
ramble, thus writing " hlaftphemy" upon its forehead in professing depend- 
ie upon God's help in establishing the first government ever known in 
3Qan history as based avowedly upon oppression. So far as the United States * 
tistitution is chargeable with some most grievous faults, the South approved 
and would never for these have warred against the country. The only 
86 in which, at any time, the war has been declared by the national 
horities to be for the Constitution, was simply as the acknowledging of 
3 instrument included a recognition of the nation as one nation, and of 
t national authority as extending over all the national territory. 
That the war has not been for the maintenance of any special provision of 
i Constitution, or for any defect in it, is further and conclusively estab- 
led by three facts : (L) That at an early period of the war, the army was 
bidden by law to return fugitive slaves. Had the army been raised for the 
rpose of defending the Constitution in the above sense, the passage of such 
act would have involved perjury on the part of all concerned in it, as well 
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as direct oontradiction, and the great guilt of oommandiog the soldier to 
oommit perjurj. Nothing of the 8ort has ever been charged against Congress 
in its premises. (2.) Congress and the country are at work amending the 
Constitution. To suppose that they have been fighting for love to the Con- 
stitution in its specific provisions, and to bring the Southern States again 
under it as it was four years ago, and that they are, at the same time, taking' 
measures to change some of these provisions, is too preposterous a charge to 
be entertained for a moment. (3.) Many of the most intelligent and best , 
men in the land are prosecuting measures to supply the grand defect of the ] 
Constitution. Are these men, while so engaged, zealously and earnestly giving 
their countenance and help to the government in the war, for the purpose of 
maintaining the Constitution in its specification ? 

What the government is engaged in may be illustrated by a supposed case 
parallel in all essential respects. Were the southern tier of counties in 
England to rebel against the British government, not as a reforming move- 
ment, but from ambitious and selfish motives on the part of the leaders, or to 
maintain some gross iniquity long practiced, but which had ceased to find 
favor with the British authorities ; not to " root out" episcopacy, or to remove 
the Queen from her usurped position as " head of the Church of England f 
not to revolutionize the government, or change the laws in any respect in the 
interest of righteousness ; but simply from the motives we have already stated, 
would the British government be chargeable, in its efforts to subdue the 
rebellion, with fighting for the constitution of the country, including all its 
evils ? or with attempting to thrust a wicked system upon a portion of the 
country ? Would it not be their sole object to sustain the unity and authority 
of the nation ? for observe, the insurgents do not object to any of the specific 
articles of the British Constitution ; all they want is to be an independent 
people. In^ this case any and all questions in regard to the character, or 
definite provisions, of that constitution, are entirely out of the contest. 

This case is parallel to that which has actually existed in this country, and 
shows that the whole purpose of the late civil war to which we need look or 
should look, is simply the putting down of a rebellion which you yourselves 
acknowledge to be ^'utterly wicked and wrong;'' and, we add, that had we 
believed, as you appear to do, that the object of the war had been to establish 
the Constitution in any other sense than this which we have stated, we would 
have given it no more our countenance than you would yourselves. 

Finally, brethren, the war is about over. Enlistments have ceased ; peace 
will soon be restored* Would it not be well for us to cherish confidence in 
each other's fidelity to the cause of our blessed Saviour and King, and in our 
determination and fixed purpose to maintain it to the utmost of our ability 
until the witnesses shall have completed their testimony ? 
"* Wishing you graee^ mercy and peace from God the Father, and from the 
Lord Jesus Christ, 

We remain, dear brethren, yours in the fiuth and testimony of Jesus. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 

James M. Willson, Chairman. 

The following resolution was adopted by acclamation : 

Resolved^ That the thanks of this Synod be returned to the citizens of this 
village and neighborhood for the very kind and hospitable manner in which 
we have been entertained, and to the various rail roads which have furnished 
return tickets to the members of this court. ' 

Synod spent half an hour in devotional exercises and bad recess 
to 1 P. M. 
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Samb Placs, 1 P. M. 

After recess Synod came to order. Minutes read, amended and 
approved. 

Report of the Committee on Pastors' Salaries, &c., taken up, 
amended and adopted. It is as follows : 

The^Dommittee appointed to devise a plan for increasing the salaries of\he 
ministers of the church, and for increasing the Theological Seminary Endow- 
ment Fund, and to establish, if possible, a Sustentation Fund, respectfully 
report : 

1st. In reference to the increase of pastors' salaries, the committee recom- 
mend that Synod direct each Presbytery to make specific inquiry into the 
case of each of the settled ministers connected with such presbytery, and 
ascertain whether his salary be adequate to his comfortable support, and pro- 
vision for increasing his literary acquirements : and that in such cases as it 
may be found that it is not so, such congregations be instructed and directed 
by the presbytery to fulfill these obligations, unless it shall appear, after close 
investigation, that the people are really unable to increase their contributions ; 
and that presbyteries report their action and its results at the next meeting 
of Synod. 

And further, that Synod direct that before its next meeting each of the 
ministers of the church shall preach at least one discourse upon the duty 
of systematic beneficence, and special application to this subject. 

2d. In reference to the Theological Seminary Endowment Fund, the com- 
mittee believe that it is of the utmost importance that this fund should be 
increased to a sum the interest of which at six per cent, per annum would 
cover the salaries of the professors and the current expenses of the seminary ; 
and that as a large fund has already been collected and invested for these 
purposes, but to which many members of the church did not contribute at the 
time of its inauguration, objecting to one of the modes of contribution, namely, 
by individual notes of hand, the committee reconmiend, 1st. That authority 
be given to the Treasurer to collect, compromise and cancel all the remaining 
notes given for this fund, by or before 1st January, 1866 ; and to enable the 
Treasurer to accomplish this end, that it be made the duty of the session of 
each congregation to ascertain whether any of these notes are in the possession 
of any one within their respective bounds, and to communicate the facts to the 
Treasurer by or before 1st September next And that a committee be appointed 
in connection with the Treasurer, to obtain subscriptions in cash to this 
fund, which, as fast as tli^ey are collected, shall be invested in United States 
securities; and that the amount of subscriptions which it shall be their 
endeavor to obtain shall be a sufficient addition to the existing fund to 
provide a sufficient income to cover the salaries of the professor^ and the 
current expenses of the Seminary. 

The permanent investments made on account of this fund appear to be 
about $26,000 ; we say appear, because, although the committee were allowed 
an lamination of the Treasurer's report by the Finance Committee, it could 
not be accurately determined. 

The amount of notes in hands of the Treasurer appears to be about $1,400, 
besides which there are some scattered through the church, and supposed to 
be in the hands of pastoi^ or sessions. 

3d. In reference to the Sustentation Fund, or a fund to supplement the 
salaries of the pastors of weak congregations. 

Should Synod see fit to establish such a fund, the committee recommend 
that presbyteries be directed, each one according to its own wisdom and cir- 
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cumstances, to establisli three several rates of compensation, or salaries of 
settled ministers. Is^ for pastors of city congregations^ 2d, for those of 
smaller towns ; and 3d, for country congregations, and below which rates suck 
presbytery will not settle pastors in such congregations. 

When a presbytery would desire to settle a minister in a congregation 
unable to comply with the rule, it should be entitled to draw upon this fund 
to supplement the salary thus deficient. * 

But as the idea of thp fund is new to a portion of the church, the committee 
recommend that no steps be taken at the present meeting for its establishment, 
leaving the matter for consideration of the church, and the action of Synod 
at its next meeting. 

All which is respectfully submitted. Walter T. Miller, Chairman, 

Item 9 of Unfinished Business taken up, and a substitute was 
entertained and adopted. It is as follows : 

Resolved^ That Synod direct the Board of Education to confer with the 
present owners of the college building and female seminary at Northwood, and 
purchase the same if they can be obtained on reasonable terms and free from all 
claims and incumbrances, if this will, in their judgment, conduce to the fur- 
therance of the object committed to them. 

The report of the Conaniittee on Unfinished Business was adopted. 
It is as follows: 

The Committee on Unfinished Business report : That they have examined 
the minutes, and find that they have been carefully and accurately transcribed. 
The following are the items of unfinished business : 

1. Report of Committee on the Signs of the Times. 2. Iowa Presbytery 
directed to take cognizance of James Neil; printed minutes, p. 207. 3. 
Moderator and Clerk directed to transmit thanks to Solicitor Whiting, &c., p. 
207. 4. Clerk directed to print blank statistical table, p. 225. To send reso- 
lutions to the President, &c., p. 246. 5. Ministers directed \o spend one Sab- 
bath in exhibiting Reformed Presbyterian principles outside of the bounds of 
their congregations, p. 232. 6. Committee to report on pastors' salaries, &c., 
p. 246. 7. Sessions and others to collect and report on Endowment Fund, 
&c., p. 246. 8. A delegate appointed to visit the Reformed Presbyterian 
General Synod, p. 223. 9. Committee appointed to report in reference to 
securing buildings at Northwood, and an endowment for a public school, p. 
231-2. 

Respectfully submitted. H. H. Georqe, Chairman. 

The Committee on Discipline reported. Report accepted, amended 
and adopted. It is as follows : 

The Committee on Discipline report as follows : 

No. 13. The complaint of Rev. R. Hutcheson against the Presbytery of 
Iowa. 

Whereas, the right of protest and appeal belongs only to a party in the case ; 
and whereas, Mr. Hutcheson, as appears ^from the extracts of presbytery and 
protest and appeal, your committee report that the case does not come before 
Synod in order. 

No. 17. The report of the Presbytery of Iowa in the case of the Rev. James 
Neil referred to Synod. 

Whereas, in this case there is no charge made against Mr. Neil ; there is, 
therefore, no ground of discipline, therefore. 

Resolved^ That no action be taken on the case. 

Respectfully submitted. David Soott, Chairman, 
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The motion referring a resolution to the Board of Church Ex- 
tension was re-considered; the motion to refer was withdrawn, and 
the following resolution was adopted : 

Resolved, That congregations be reoommendei to take up collections for 
the mbsionary station at Indianapolis, and that they be forwarded to Mr. 
Crozier at Indianapolis, care of J. T. Bojd^ M. D., Box 858. 

The committee to obtain subscriptions in cash to the endow- 
ment fund consists of Walter T. Miller, David Smith, Jas. Camp- 
bell (Franklin Square, Rochester),' Robert Dodds, W. Wills, 
James Brown, D. A. Farisand R. B. Cannon. 

Resolvedy That the snpplj of the pulpits of the ministerial delegates to 
Europe be pat into the hands of the Central Domestic Board of Missions. 

Resolved^ That this Synod express its gratitude to the American Bible So- 
ciety for the liberal donation of books to our Freedmen's Missions during the- 
past year, and recommend that our people heartily support that institution. 

Rev. S. O. Wylie was requested to publish in the magazine his 
speech on the subject of Foreign Missions. 
The following was presented and adopted : 

Whereas, The present state of the country, and the present movement 
for national reform, call loudly for the employment of the press for«the 
awakening and enlightenment of the public mind ; therefore, 

Reiolvedj That this Synod will give its hearty and unanimous support to 
any organ which may be established for the advocacy of the scripture princi- 
ples of civil government. 

Rev. T. P. Stevenson was appointed the Moderator's alternate to 
preach the Synodical sermon at the next meeting. 

The Professors v^re appointed a committee to prepare and pub- 
lish an appeal urging upon the parents and youth of the church 
the duty of young men devoting themselves to the work of the 
ministry. 

The following preamble and resolution was adopted : 

Whereas, In the providence of Ood, great and effectual doors are opened 
for the dissemination of the principles of the Reformed Presbyterian Church; 
therefore, 

Resolved^ That our ministers be enjoined to spend as much as possible of 
their time in missionary labor. 

The ininutes were ordered to be published in the magazine. 
Synod adjourned with prayer, and singing the 133d Psalm. 

R. Z. WiLLSON, OUrk. J. STOTT, Moderator. 
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To the Sjfnod of the Reformed Preihytenan Church in North Americu^ to 

meet in Vtica^ Ohio, May 24, 1865. 

Bbsthben and Fatetsrs in Christ — Respectfolly, and with that Ohris- 

tian loye and spirit which characterised the disciples of Jesus, and join ns 

together to the great Shepherd, whose mission was to seek the lost sheep of 
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the bouse of Israel, we wislrlo direct your attention to the cause of the Jews 
living in the United States of America. 

We hope you will not call it presumption in us^ as a minister ecclesiasti- 
cally connected with the United Presbyterian Church in North America, to 
l^ave taken this step in calling your attention especially to this serious subject. 
It is far from us that we think to say anything not already known to you all 
We only can say, •* Brethren, our heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel 
is, that they might be sayed/^ 

We commenced a mission among the Jews in New York in Septemb^, 
1864, entirely ahne^ and without such prospects as whereon the present age 
chiefly depends, having only the co-operation of some dear brethren, who felt 
some interest in this sacred cause. We felt that it was our duty in our 
adopted country to do for Israel what we could, as we have done during tke 
time of our ministry in Holland* Experience has taught us the mournfol 
lesson that the Scripture is literally fulfilled in our present time. " This is 
Zion, whom no man seeketh after" — Jer. 80 : 12-17 ; and that the Jews are 
almost entirely neglected on these western shores of the Atlfmtic. 

We have endeavored to explain to more than 1,300 Jews that* Jesus Christ 
is the very and the true Messiah, according to the Scriptures \ distributed 
more than 45,000 pages of tracts, many Bibles and New Testaments among 
them since the month of September, 1864 ; and although we have met often 
with great opposition, we can say in truth, they are accessible, and will often 
enter into a religious conversation, and the gospel of peace can be brought to 
them. 

The conversion of Israel ought to be a pleasant theme for the whole 
Christian church. The indications of the times direct us to great events in 
the Orient which are at hand, and which call our attention directly to Israel 
as the firstborn among the nations, the belov«d for the Fatiber's sake. 

Truly, now it is the time that we should remember Israel more especially 
in our prayers before the throne of God. It is now jso entangled in the 
snares of &itan that it seems for human mind nearer an impossibility that 
any Israelite in America can be converted. They live in a nearly independent 
state in relation to their worldly circumstances. They keep a close watch 
over their co-religionists, and are united together in secret societies, which 
are so strong in membership that on the day that the obsequies of our 
lamented chief passed through Broadway, New York, the order of Bnai 
Berith was numbering probably 1,500, followed by the L 0. Free Sons of 
Israel, which organization numbered about 1,000 men. Thus two thousand 
five hundred Jews were the representatives of only those two societies. Truly, 
we may say the walls of Babylon were never so strong and invincible as the 
social, secular and religious concerns and connections by which Israel is 
cemented together at this present day in America, and only the word of 
Jehovah, who has spoken once of Cyrus : <* I will go before thee, and make 
the crooked places straight.; I will break in pieces the g^tea of brass, and cut 
asunder the bars of iron," can raze those strongholds to crumble into the 
dust ; and he has promised to do it, if the Daniels and the Ezekiels of the 
present time, the church of the living God, will commence to pray for' the 
conversion of Israel, " so that through our merey they also may obtain mercy;" 
and therefore, we feel it to be our duty to request the prayers of the whole 
Christian church in behalf of the conversion of Israel. 

And finally, that although not one of the children of Israel should be con- 
Terted (and we know there is a remnant to be saved), we wish to call to your 
attention our duty to be witnesses for Jesus among Israel. We are debtors to 
them ) their fieUliers were the witnesses of Jehovah before the world, and we 
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belong only by adoption to Abraham their father. Shall we stand behind the 
efforts of the churches and societies in England, Scotland, Ireland, Holland, 
Oeneva, Berlin, and other places ? Shall we forget the fact that nearly one 
quarter of a million of Israelites liye in the United States of America ; that 
in New York city live more than 40,000 Jews, Jewesses, and little Jewidh 
children, and that that number is nearly as large as the whole number of 
Israelites in the United Kingdom of Great Britain in Europe; that it is 
more than the half of the number of all the Jews in Holland, and that their 
whole number in America is nearly as large as it is in Poland or Prussia, and 
that their number is rapidly increasing ? 

Brethren, if this subject only should be brought nearer to our hearts, and 
the desires of our hearts should be enlarged for the salvation of God's ancient 
covenant people, we would heartily acknowledge that the end in sendiog of 
this letter to your Synod was accomplished. 

With the wish that the great Master may be in all your deliberations, we 
remain, your brother in Christ, Abraham C. Tris. 

N«w York, May 16, 1865. 

. Utioa, Ohio, May 27, 1865. 

Rev. and Bear Sir — Your letter was laid before this couft by the 
Moderator, and Synod desires to express its hearty approval of your efforts in 
behalf of the Jews in the city of New York. 

We are gratified to know that amid all the excitement incident to the times, 
when the philanthropy, the benefioence, the sympathies and energies of the 
great mass of Christians in this eountry are largely diverted from the Jews 
into new channels, in behalf of the ^edmen at home, and the brethren in 
newly-opened foreign fields, you. are devoting your time and strength to the - 
•Tangelization of this torn, scattered and almost forgotten remnant. 

There is mueh to encourage you in your efforts. Ttaey are a people of high 
hopes and promise^ and God will not leave unfulfilled his own promises. 
Scattered, they shidl be gathered ; despised, they shall be honored ; trodden 
under foot, they shall be lifted up and set on high places. The Lord will 
comfort his people^ and have nercy upon the afflicted. Jerusalem shall be 
safely inhabited. Many people and strong nations shall eome to seek the 
Lord of Hosts in Jerusalem. Ten men shall take hold out of the languages 
of the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, 
We will go with you, .fi>r we have heard that. God is with you. 

Unless great and good men have he#n much mistaken in thej^ interpr^- 
. ^n of prophecy, we are now treadiii^ upon the borders of that period when 
there shall be a large gathering of the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 

Wishing you every mottm^ we most oordiidly reoommend your missions to 
the piiayers and liberality of Christ's people. 

By order of Synod. Yours, very truly, 

■< III 

REPORT 09 THSmOASURXB OF D0M191MO MISSIONS. 

Total receipts.*... ,•.••.—•— f— — ....•^.$1,783 43 

1864. . £a^^enae$, 

June 7 To cash paidibr books ^ $ 1 60 

8 « do paidKev, W. W. M'MiDin .* 60 €• 

10 << draft sent to Mr. J. O. Ba^es; Washington 50 00 

30 " x^ash paid for books sent ti^Washin^n • 9 00 

Aug. 2 '< amount transferred to Soutbem Mission 45156 

'< ". cash to Eev. W. W. M'Millin from Mr. Bobert Greet in 

Pittsburgh, June 9, 1864..; •,...; 20 00 
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Aug. 11 To draft sent Bey. S. M. SteTenson, per W. Wills $ 125 00 

'< « do on Rey. W. W. M'Millin, Olathe, Kansas 100 00 

Dec. 30 '< paid Bev. W. W. M'MiUin order in fayor Dr. SprooU 25 00 
1865. 

Jan. 6 " do do per John Downie ••••• 15 00 

7 " do do order in fayor Dr. Sproull. 5 00 

12 « do do draft to Olathe, Kansas 155 90 

Feb. 9 '* paid Mr. John Sproull 10 00 

May . 5 " draft sent to Rey. W. W. M'MilUn 125 00 

5 • " amount paid Rey. J. Oroner, balance due him fi>r 11 

days' preaching at Indianapolis..... 105 00 

$1,248 05 
Balance on hand 535 38 

Respectfiilly submitted. Dastel Euwsb, n^eoiurer. 



REPORT OF TREA8URIR OF SOUTHERN MISSION. 

Total receipte ! $6,530 19 

1864. 
June 10 



Aug. 
Sept. 



80 
11 



Oct. 6 
Noy. 8 



Dec. 



8 

30 

1865. 

Jan. 11 

12 



16 
17 



TTeb. 7 



Mar. 



21 
1 

16 
17 



To cash sent to Mr. J. 0. Bayles $ 50 00 

do books sent to Washington to Wm. Hutchison 9 00 

do D. 0. Brown, New Alexandria.... 41 66 

do J. 0. Bayles, per D. O. Brown 14 05 

draft sent to H. Floyd, Philadelphia, for Miss M. B. 

Floyd 28 00 

do sent to Bey. J. Loye, 0., for Miss M'Eitrick..... 50 00 

cash to Rey. A. M: Milli^, for Mrs. L. R. Gray 30 00 

draft sent to Mr. J. O. Bayles, Washington, D. 144 00 

do sent to Mr. J. C. K. Faris, Natchez, 1 quarter's 

salary to himself and 5 lady teachers 375 00 

do sent Mr. J. 0. Bayles, for Miss M. B. Floyd 72 00 



do sent to Thomas M. Faris, Bloomington, Ind., 
cash to Miss £. M'Knight for herself and Miss M. J. 
Jamison, 1 quarter's salary each, and trayeling ex- 
penses U 

% draft sent to Rey. J. M'4Jtaieken, St. Louis 

« paid Mr. J. 0. Bayles, pet Rey. T. M. Elder 



200 00 



220 00 

31 00 

600 



Rey. T. Sproull, expenses to Washington, D. 20 85 

Rey. John Crozier, Indianapolis, on loan 1,000 00 

draft sent Miss M. B. Floyd, Washington, D. C 80 00 

charged to Mr. J. 0. K. Faris, amount collected at 

Natchez, and paid out for fuel, &c 30 95 

draft sent to Mr. J. 0. K. Faris, Natchez, Miss 100 00 

paid Wm. Frew, Treas. Christian Commission, amount 
received from Muskingum and Tomica congrega- 
tions, 80th ult. •• 6 00 

draft sent to Mr. J. 0. K. Faris, Natchez, 1 quarter's 

sahtry to each, himself and 6 female teachers 435 00 

draft sent to Rey. T* M. Elder, Washingicm, D.0 166 67 

do do Mr. J. 0. Bayles, do 213 89 

do do Rey. T. M. Elder, in fbll 288 00 

cash to Miss B. M'Knigfai, per her brother James 60 00 
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y 24 To cash paid insurance on property in Washington, D.C., -— 

per Wm. Brown $18 75 

" " hooks sent to Washington, D.C '^0 67 

" " do do Natchez, Miss 19 00 

" " Eev. J. L. McCartney's expenses 98 08 

ril 5 " amount sent to Mr. J. 0. Bayles, Washington, D.C... 126 04 

" " do do Miss C. S. Clough, do do 144 85 

« " do do Miss M. B. Floyd, do do 120 00 

17 " do do Mr. J. 0. Bayles, do do 20 00 

25 " sent to Mr. J. C. K. Faris, Natchez, Miss. 100 00 

y 3 '^ balance paid Rev. J. Crozier, for 11 days' preaching 

in Indianapolis, up to April 1st 000 00 

5 " draft sent to Mr. Faris, Natchez, Miss., 1 quarter's 

salary to 6 lady teachers 360 00 

anceonhand $1,938 23 

ance due by Rev. J. Crozier 537 35 

$2,475 58 
lespectfully submitted. Paniel Euweb, Trtamrer, 

REPORT OF TREASURER 07 THEOLOGIOAIi SEMINARY. 
OTJRREftT EXPENSES. 

al receipts $3,099 47 

.864. Eocpefaze», 

le 20 By 6 per cent, premium $3,00017. S. Bonds $180 00 

« " 5 do do $1,000 do 50 00 

24 " Water rent 3 80 

y 1 " Coal bill 16 50 

1, 9 " 1 per cent, premium on $500 U. S. bond 5 00 

12 " Express charges 00 50 

5. 6 " Rev. T. Sproull, D. D 200 00 

9 " J. Boggs, pulpit supply 5 00 

30 " J. W. Sproull 5 00 

865. .„^/ ^ 

I. 21 " Rev. T. Hannay ..^'. ,• 10 00 

" « Rev. A. J. M'Fatlaad 10 00 

). 6 •< Rev. J. M. Willson 300 00 

21 " Rev. T. Sproull <^,.. 100 00 

r. 13 ** Insurance on Library 4 00 

17 " Pulpit supply,' Sproull and Coulter ,.... 10 00 

23 ** Rev. W. Milroy, traveling expenses 16 00 

24 " Rev. A. M. Milligan, do 2 00 

27 ^' Rev. T. Sproull, in full, to Igt November 100 00 

28 *« S. Henderson's bill 61 21 

y 5 <' Rev. J. M. Willson, to 1st November. 900 00 

$1,979 ai 
anceonhand.... « 1,120 46 
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ENDOWMENT FUND. 

Total receipts $6,290 23 

1864. Expenses. 

June 20 By U. S. bonds, 1881. 4,000 00 

Aug. 11 " Certificate, U. S. bonds 1,000 00 

Nov. 9 « U. S. bonds, 1881 500 00 

1866. 

Feb. 23 " U. S. bonds, 7-80 50 00 

24 "U.S. do 50 00 

Mar. 18 To WiUiam M'Afee 35 09 

$5,635 00 
Balance on hand 725 23 



Pledged by sundry persons to supplement Professor Willson's salary, time 
of Synod : 

1864. 
June 22 James Wiggins, New York, paid $200 00 

« J. T. Wilson 100 00 

" W. M'Knight, PhHadelpbia, prfd 100 00 

Aug. 1 W. Dunkp, do do 100 00 

6 W. W. Keys, do do .1 50 00 

Not. 5 Elkhorn congregation ;.,, 100 00 

Deo. 27 Hugh Graham, Philadelphia 5000 

« Mr. Martin, of St. Louis 100 00 

$700 00 



treasurer's report op library fund. 

1864. Receipts, 

May 2 To cash on hand last report $50 78 

12 ** Salem congregation 5 00 

17 " Third congregation, New York 37 50 

June 3 " R. Shields, licentiate 5 70 

Aug. 1 " A tenth to the Lord .•. 2 OO 

Sept. 3 " do do 1 00 

Oct. 17 " R. Shields, licentiate 100 

" « A tenth to the Lord 1 00 

$103 78 
1864. Expenses, 

Deo. 7 By Rey. J. Rogers $7 50 

1865. 

May 9 " do do , 4 00 

«11 50 

Balance in treasury . .,,.., 92 48 



Beformed PreihyUrian Chwrch. 248 

1865. 

ay 9 To amount of U. S. bonds in mj hands, interest in gold. ..$9,100 00 

" " 1 certificate of indebtedness 1,000 00 

" " 7 3-10 bonds 100 00 

"• " Notes due by Pittsburgh and Allegheny, supposed 

good 1,075 00 

** " other notes in my hands 365 00 

" " Loan on judgment bond for 616 00 

" " in two notes at interest ...; 430 00' 

>tal amount in my hands .$12,686 00 

ay 13 Bought one thousand dollars U. 8. 7 3-10 bonds at par, since 
the report was made out. D. Gregq, Treamrer. 



REPORT OF TREASURER OF FOREIGN MISSIONS. 

3tal receipts ,.... $19,009 42 

Experues, 

ay 24 Cash paid on 24th December last to Bey. Joseph 
Beattie, on order of Rey. B. J. Dodds, omitted at 
the time receipt presented to board $18 25 

30 Chairman of board, postage 2 00 

31 Eev. Joseph Beattie, trayeling expenses while canyass- 

ing the church in fayor of foreign missions.... a 135 00 

ine 2 Key. Joseph Beattie, on account his expenses in return- 
ing from Syria 150 00 

3 Deposited at Mint on temporary loan 1,200 00 

8 (I haye this day withdrawn the aboye $1,200, and also 

$1,000 deposited on 26th February, 1863, and now 

deposited both sums at 6 per cent, interest per 

annum.) 

16 Brown, Brothers & Co., for bill of exchange in fayor 

of B«y . B. J. Dodds, for £30 st., by order of board 372 30 

30 Bey. Joseph Beattie, balance his trayeling expenses 

home from Syria in 1863, by order of board 438 04 

^* Bey. J. Beattie, balance in fdU his sisJary up till lib 

October next 50 00 

ag. 12 deposited at U. S. Mint, on temporaiy loan..^ 2,800 00 

pt. 14 U. S. postage stamps for Bey. B. J. Dodds 6 00 

^< Mr. Gordon, of Boston, expense forwarding do ....^ 50 

24 Stuart k Brother for bill of exchange ^rwarded to 

Rey. K J. Dodds by Mr. John Caldwell 835 57 

27 Brown, Brothers k Co., bill of exchange in fayor of 

Bey. B. J. Dodds, for £100 sterling 941 98 

;t. 17 Chairman of board, postage BOO 

'^ Jay Cooke k Co., commission on oonyerting bond ....... 37 

19 Passages of Bey. Joseph Beattie, wife and child, and 
Dr. Metheny, wife and infant, in Cunard line of 

steamers to Liyerpool, on th^ir way to Syria. • 500 00 

'^ Half ream paper and ink for Dr. Metheny 2 50 

31 Dr. Metheny, as trayeling expense of himself and 

family from Pittsburgh to Philadelphia ..••• 22 00 

'< Dr. Metheny, as outfit for him as medical missionary to 

Syria .1 400 00 
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Oct. 31 Bey. Joseph Beattie, in full his salary from 1st inst. to 
.c Ist April, 1865; which amount he had to pay for a 

bill of exchange for £90 sterling 979 41 

'^ Bev. Joseph Beattie, to defray the expense of himself 
and family from Liverpool to Latakiyeh, to pay for 

bill of exchange for £50 sterling .n 544 12 

" David Metheny, M. D., in full »x months' salary from 

1st instant to Ist April, 1865, equal to £90 sterling 979 41 

'^ His expense from Liverpool to Latakiyeh 544 12 

" Traveling expense of himself and family to New York 7 00 

'^ Rev. Joseph Beattie, traveling expense of himself and 

family to New York to farewell meeting and back, 13 00 

Nov. 1 Adams h Co., for delivering one box medicines on 

board steamer Scotia, for mission 2 90 

5 Bullock & Crenshaw, for medicine bought by Dr. Me- 
theny for mission .> 156 80 

18 Chairman of board, faro to farewell meeting in New 

York and back 6 00 

<' Chairman of board, for poste^ and telegrams 2 00 

Dec. 6 J. Caldwell^ being amount paid by him express charges 
of J^k Metheny's baggage, and other expense of 

Bev. J. Beattie, ftc, as per bill 43 45 

^' Mr. Caldwell, being amount paid by him to Mrs. Lord, 

<m ttceount of Mev. J. Bekttie 40 00 

14 Chairman of boavd, for booke purchased by him for Bev. 

B. J. Dodd» 2 95 

'' Chairman of board, postage «...• 3 25 

1865. 
Feb. 18 Btown, Brothers & Co.'s bill of exchange at 60 days 
on London for £90 sterling, payable to order of Bev. 
J. B. Dodds, which is amount in full his salary 

from 1st April to 1st October next 888 61 

" Bill of exchange in favor of Bev. Joseph Beattie, for 
£90 sterling, being his salary in full from 1st April 

to l«t October next 888 61 

'^ Similar bill of exchange in favor of David Metheny, 

* M.D., for £90 sterling, being in full his salary as 

medical missionary, in Latakiyeh, Syria, for six 

month^^endiug 1st October next 888 61 

25 James B. Bogers^, fov printing 100 half-note circulars, 

appeal in favor of foreign missions. 2 75 

Mar. 16 Bev. S. O. Wylie, for bill of books bought by him for 

-^Bev. B. J.Dodds 4 10 

" Bev. J. B. W. Sloane^ for Scientific American for Bev. 

B.J. Dodds 4 05 

17 Bullock k Crenshaw, for bill of medicines purchased 

by Dr. Metbeoy for Syrian mission 160 09 

18 John &.^]lale, agent of steamship company, &r freight 

on ab<ive case of medicines frcmi New York to Li- 
verpool, steamship Bidtimore 10 15 

'^ Insurance Coii'paiiy of North America, on above box of 

medicines value $190, from New York to Latakiyeh 3 80 

20 Deposited in U.S. Mint, on temporary loau, at 6 per 

oent. per annum interest .^ ....r^..^ 8,000 00 
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\ 30 Brown, Brothers & Ca, biU of exchange on London, 
by order of board, in favor of Rev. R. J. Dodds, for 

£50 sterling, at 60 days 365 69 

il 1 J. M. Gemerig, for three eye needles ancl case fur Dr. 

Metheny 4 00 

13 Lippincotfc & Co., for one copy of U. S. Dispensatory, 

and freight charges on above two articles to Boston 7 95 

20 Deposited with Assistant Treasurer D. S. at Mint 1,000 00 

" Invested in one U. S. 7 3-10 bond coupons for $500, 

bearing interest from 15th February last 600 00 

Balance in treasury .• 79 39 

$19,009 42 

n consequence^ loans made by the Treasorer, from time to time, df 
ey on hand, and credited when paid bsLck, the foregoing account foots ti|i 
)65 more than was actually received during the current year ; eonfli»- 
Qtly the net amount from ail sources for the Foreign Mission reeeiipMfL 

I 20th April, 1864, to 20th April, 1866, was $13,041.11. 

.11 which is respectfully submitted. William Brown, 

Treasurer of Foreign Mission, 
iiLADELPHiA, 20th April, 1865. 

BEPORT OF THE TRUSTEE OF STNOD. 
FUND FOR EDUCATING THEOLOGICAL STTJDBNT8. 

il receipts v. $1,793 79 

B61. Expenses, 

t. 13 Jay Cooke & Co , for having $1,100 converted into 

U.S. 6 per cent, loan of .1881 ^ commission $2 76 

'' do for $200, same as above 60 

'^ do for $2,000, same as above, all 

registered 5 00 

. 23 David Gregg, for benefit of students I... 200 <M> 

365. 

3 Corn Exchange Bank for $1,000 7 3-10 IT. S. loan 

coupons 1,000 00 

^' do for interest due on do. ,>... 25 79 

18 David Gr^gg, for use of students , 100 00 

8 do for same purpose.......... 20 00 

. 19 do do «i 65 00 

Balance in treasury s.., 874 84 

$1,793 n 

LITERARY FUND. 

\ receipts ■. .....i....... $^8 66 

^64. Expenses, 

. 20 Amount overdrawn treasury, as reported to Synod of 1864 $237 66 

' 26 Rev. S. Bowden, for services as derk of Synod 25 00 

28 Rev. R. Z. Willsoh, clerk of Synod, cost of printing 600 

copies statistical report of Synod « 6 10 

$268 66 

II which is respectfully submitted. William Brown, 

Trustee of Synod, 
iiLADiLPHii., 20th April, 1865. 
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* Minutes of the Synod of the 
STATISTICS OF TIE 



CONGREOATIOITB. 



Hew York Preab jtei^r* 
PLrat, New York,.,,,... 
Se':atid» New York,.... 
Third, New York,..,,*, 
Brookljn^ *,*»„„. «.*..♦. 
TiTBij Nowburgb,,,.„» 
Secondj Kewburgh,.,,, 

ColdeDham,. ,..., 

^ WliitflLftke,... .„ 

Wiiltoiij +» .,.*,,„*,♦ 

EtjrtHgfat, ..« *,,•,, 

BpTinft,^ «..,„, „.,„ 

Argyll, , 

Topabam 

Ryegato and Baniet,». 
CTAiXshurjj .,„..*,, *,. 
BostoDj ..«, 



FASTOR& 



Philad'a. "Pt&zljtaTy. 

First, Philadelphia 

Second, Philndelpbiaj. 
Third, Philadelphia,... 

Bftitimore, ..*.« 

OoDocotrheagne,, 



Soe]ioat«T Yretihjt^Tj* 

Rochester^ *.,„,„ 

Tork,« „ 

Sterlings „..*<* .„,, 

Liaboi], - ,.„. 

SyracuHpj, ,,„„,,, «»...,. 

Toronto, 0. W.,.., 

Earassy, C. W., 



KttabnTghPteabytery, 
Pittsburgb k Allegh'y 
Wilki na burg, .> .r* ....... , 

UuiOQt-"" ...*«„,. 

Bprfngfitilil, QrBMiTillo, Ac.^ 

Rehoboth, 

Jnckfion and Poland, „ 

Sal em,. »*,..,.,, »,,..» 

Oil Creek, 

Brookland, &c*j,,„„„. 

Little Beaver ..♦...., 

Slippery Rock, &c.,..,. 

New Aleiftndfia, 

Monongaheiftj*. -.*,.„„ 
Pine Creek,*,,,,.......,, 

it^Uer'B Run *^.,,. 



J. C, K. MiUigam,.... 

A, Stevenson,... 

J; R. W. Sloaoe,.,.... 
J. n. Boggs,.*....., 

B. CatUsle, ,., 

J. R. Thompson,., 

J, W. Shmwj« 

*r. B. Wiiliama,.... 

D. M^AJlister, 

No Pastor, ».-**,.,,. 
J. Kennedy.......... 

No Pastor........... 

No Pftfltor, 

J, M. BeftttiB, 

J. Jll. Armour,.*... 
W. Grab am, *♦..*.,. 
R, Z. Witlaoo; 



p. O. AI>PBBflB, 



T, P. StevenBQn,..,* 
Samuei 0. Wylie,. 
Yacantyfp*, ,*,„..,..„, 
W, P. Johnston,**,.. 
Vacant, «...., 



R D- SpronlI,„ 

8. Bowden, 

M, Wilkin,...,.. 



J. M, Johnaton,. 



T. Spronll, D* D.,... 

Joaepb Hunter,.* 

John Galbraith,.,,,.. 
J, J. M'Clurkin,..*.*. 

T. M, Elder, 

Samuel Sterritt,,,.,.. 

A. J. M'Farland 

0. Reid, 

Robert Reed,.. ,*,„„, 
N, M. JobuBton,....,* 
John Calvin Smithy. 
A. M, Miiligao, 



168 W. 40th at,, N. Y, 

341 W. 13th «i,, N, Y.,..„.. 

2T3 W. 2 2d st./N. Y,, 

Brooklyn^ L. 1., „* 

Newburgh, N, T.,.. 

Newbargb, K, Y 

Coldeoham, Or. Co., N. Y.,. 
WMte Lake, Suit. Co., N. Y, 
Walton, DfL Co,, N. Y...... 



Brnihiand, Del. Co., N. Y., 



Ryegate, Vl,, ......,.,.,... 

Oraftflbury, Vt,, 

K. Cambridge, Maa«.,-*. 
87 PoriyBt., N. Y., *.*.,. 



1504 Brandy wine, .i. 
636 North 17th at.,.. 



135 Aiaquithat,, 



41 N, St, Paul at , Rochester 

York, N. Y., ...,.- 

Sterling, N. Y., 



Syracuse, K. Y,,,. 



Allegheny City, Pa. 

Wilkinsburg, All. Co., Pa., 
Glade Millg, Pa.,. ..,..„.,.... 

Mercer, Mercer Co., Pa.,.,., 
Dayton, ArmatrongCo.^Pa. 
N. JackaoD,Maboning Co.O. 

BrookviUe, Jeff, Co., Pa 

Titu&ville, Venango Oo. Pa. 
LnceacOj Wcstm'd. Co,, Pa. 
N, GaJilee, Beaver Co., Pa, 
Rose Point, Law. Co., Pa.. 
N. Aleiandda, Weat. Co. " 



Wm. Slater,,,. Ycnice, Wash, Co., Pa *.,| «, 



71 

154 

120 

23 

100 

69 

11 

35 

18 

24 

20 



145 

340 

298 

104 

209 

148 

4B 

B2 

41 

58 

45 



§ 



4 
21 
12t 

3 
20 
12 

10 

5t 



34 
30 
40 
39 



63 

183 
75 
82 



208 

240 

77 

53 

&8 



175 
87 
65 
72 
22 
19 



lot 

15* 
3 



B 

10 

5 



S 

21 

5 



175 
40 
43 
36 
30 
20 



412. 

80 

115 

95 

70 

50 

86 

53 

178 

85 

133 

188 

101 

28 

90 



16 
7 
4 
6 
5 

10 

% 

10 

9 
7 

14 



* No report. fl adult. 



X 3 adults. 
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RfiFOBHED PSfiSBTTEBIAN CHURCH. 



Idcroaae, 


Becreade. 


CONTRIBUTIONS. 


1 


1 

s 
P3 


"a 
1 




i 
1 


1 


1 


US 


1 

1 


1 

BQ 

11 

1 


i 




P 


i 


T 

19 
14 

5 

12 


6 
12 
:10 

1 

7 


13 
31 
24 
6 
10 
19 


16 
4 
5 


* 

12 
12 

1 
2 
7 


2 
5 
3 
2 
6 


30 
17 
14 

3 
13 

7 


$125.00 

, 133.61 

550.00 


% 89.50 

169.00 

70.00 


S 35.00 
150.00 
130.00 


% 34.25 
108.25 


$1,500.00 
2,000.00 
1,750.00 


% 512.43 
3,272.66 
5.000.00 
900.00 
840.00 
1,799.00 


$2,289.27 

5,852.00 

7,500.00 

900.00 




230.00 
61.15 


40.00 
23.50 


75.00 




900.00 
700.00 
300.00 
350.00 
400.00 
376.00 
505.00 


2,085.00 
2,585.05 


13.75 




300.0% 


10 
1 


5 
] 

2 


10 

12 
1 
3 


... 


3 


... 


a 


16.00 
29.56 
52.74 
48.29 


30.00 
26.00 


11.30 


14.33 


1,200.00 

1,101.24 

23.50 

950.00 


461.24 


». 


1 
3 


2 


3 
3 


10.00 
6.00 




19.50 




1,523.79 




200.00 




























350.00 


6 
11 


1 


7 
11 

16 

13 

4 


15 

1 


1 
4 

n 

2 


I 

4 
4 


4 
2 
1 

31 
3 


109.20 









600.00 

500.00 

1,200.00 

■..•..- ,,,,* 

1,416.66 
1,;500.00 


294 85 
429.60 


1,004.05 
500.00 


* r 
£ 3 


50.49 

659.70 
93h00 


23.25 
67.90 


30.35 

790.20 
163.00 


28.00 


1,761.69 


F> 


11 
11 
3 


3,784.11 
977.00 


6,718.57 


2 
t 




3,271.00 










I50.0Q 
90.00 

135.00 
87.00 
2B.0O 




22.35 




600.00 


230.07 


1,014.42 




















PV 


"i 


12 

12 

1 


,.. 


2 
9 


5 
1 
2 


7 

10 
2 


40.00 
37.00 
36.00 






800.00 
800.00 
410.00 


4,500.00 
500.00 
100.00 


5,465.00 

1,504.00 

632.00 




52.00 


28.00 
62.00 








-4 


... 


4 


... 


„. 


3 


3 










550.00 


., , 

500.00 


1,050.00 
































21 

1 

1 
5 
3 

4 

I 


42 

14 

3 

4 

G 

3 

8 

5 

11 

12 

16 

5 


1 
1 

1 


22 
IS 

G 
10 

4 


4 
5 
3 
2 
1 


27 
23 

8 
13 

5 


665,74 
70.00 

138.50 
46.35 

30.00 
55.00 
505.00 
41.75 
38.00 
72.18 
73.00 


225.00 
80.00 
26.50 
30.00 

* 


946.55 
40.00 
43.25 
63.90 
* 

30.00 
60.00 
35.50 
40.20 
34.00 
85.20 
356.00 


148.25 


1,500.00 
700.00 
700.00 
400.00 
500.00 
333.00 
400.00 
400.00 
400.00 
500.00 
500.00 
800.00 


2,598.43 


6,083.99 
890.00 


3 

4 


133.80 


354.00 
60.00 


1,396.05 
600.25 


5 


* 


* 
393.00 


3 


,.. 


1 


"■ 


1 




35.00 

*"67.*6*5 
16.00 
64.40 


150.00 


690.00 
940.50 


? 


1 


2 

8 

10 


1 

1 
1 
2 


8 
3 

1 
1 




181.85 
413.00 
360.00 
162.25 


731.45 


& 
4 


"26.20 
^ 65.00 


913.00 
1,146.98 
1,450.25 


















''* 
















*-. 


... 


.,. 


,., 


.,. 


... 


... 



















« Unknown. 
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Minutes af the Synod cf the 



CONGRSaATIONS. 



OMo Prealiytery. 

Utieti, 1 

Sandiipkv, / " 

JoniitliHii^K Creek aod 
Irvilie, ,.-.,. ^^^M*^i 

Salt Creek,...* , 

BruwiiaviUe, ..-.,*.„h 

Londoiidtrry, ........ 

Kiddle WtieeliDg,... 

^•* Lakea BT<5Bbytery* 



PASTORS. 



J. aBojd,. 



A irFarUad.,.. „ 
H. P. M^Clurkiy,. 
J, A. TtotQp&oti)* 



P. 0. AJ3DRES3. 



First, Miiimi,'-^. 
SecODd] 3liaEiii| , 

Otdarville] 

Oarrisotif .* , ,^ 
Lake li!Uz&,.»..t, 
Gtdrir Lnke,««<.. 

SouthGtld , 

Novi, ....„.,.„, 
MAcedOD, «. 



J- L M*CarlQeyj» 

W! Milroj, 

H. Wjlie., 

H. U. George^"" 
H* H* George,...,. 
I. DoddJ, 



Ulinoia Fresl^yteT?, 

Bethel,. , 

Old Bethel, 

Elkborn,. 

Cbnrch Hill, 

BetLe^du, .,...., 

Prihceton,. .,„,„„„.„ 

St LoQiSj. ,. 

SUnton 



Uticft, Ohio, I 

Putnam^Mueltingfim Co., 0, 
N, Coacord, '' '' ** 

Jollj, Monroe Co-t4).,..*». 
Dresden, Ohio**** "-*"*."" 

Londond^rrj, Obio, 

Tri^delphia^ Va., ...... ...... 



J. French, „.,-.* ., 
J, S. T. Milligan.. 
B, MTuUouijh,..., 
KH. Wylie,.,, 



Dftvrd S* FariSj ,, Sparta, Tllinoig,, 

Jiimes WaUacej * .Sparta, Illinois,. 



Belle Centre^ Obio,.*» 
Belle Centre, Ohio,..., 
Kushsjlvaniii, ObiO|. 
Utdarville, Dbio,...,* 

Cedarvilkj Ohio , 

Orange, IndiAaa...... 



8outbfield, Micbigan,» 



A, C. Todd, ... 
VV. F. Georgo, 
D.J. Sbftw,..,. 
John tstott...* 
Joseph M'Cratkeii,.. 
John MiddktOD, 



Iowa Pteabytery. 

Olariudn, 

Grove Hill, 

Lind Grovej.. .♦*,„„. 

Uaquuketa 

Eehnboih,t„.., 

Sharon....... ,„.,,,.,.,. 

Washington, &c...... 

Daveiip Tt, ,,„..., .. 
Veruon ♦.„,,,,„. 



Elkton,WRshit]^tonCo.j HI 

Ct^uLtcriTillD, KilLidi>lpli C4>., 111.^4 

BloomicrgtOD, lodlana....... 

Prineetou, Indiuna, 

Box 2836 St. Louis, Mo.,.,. 
S taatoa^ lUin ois, * 



D. M'Kee 

R. Hi]tuhh)3on... 
0, D. Trumbull,, 



R, B. Cannon...... 

J. M. M'Dnnald,.. 
3, M. SteTfinaoOt. 



R* Johnaton, 



Ciftrindn, Iowa, 

Grov^e Rill, Towa,.,,._., 
Dodgevilltj Towft^ ....... 

Hopkinton, Iowa.......... 

Columbus City, Iowa,., 
Morning Sun, Iowa,.,., 

VVftshmgioti, Iowa 

Davecport, Iowa, 

Waukesha* Wisconsin,. 



15 



I3e 
4Q 3 



13 



n\ 

116 

1901 
146 

SI 

9^ 

60 

23 



113 

lOS 
245 

gl 



51] 4 



BOARD OF CnURCn EXTENSION. 

r 

tTiiE Board of Church Extension has been duly organized, and 
is now ready to receive collections, in accordance with Synod's 
direction. All moneys should be sent to the Treasurer, Walter 
T. Miller, No. 6 Hanover Street, New York. 



Reformed Preihyterian Church. 



249 





; rj]rreii«v. 


DtH3»«tiHL 


, ooNTRiotrrjoss, 




k 




E^ 


t 
C 


E 
pa 


1 


"5 




i 

1 

a 
m 


if 

■0 


a 

a 
B 


a* 





If 




'i 

5 
3 
1 
2 

a 

2 


1 

2 

7 
4 

4 
5 


3 

.#* 

3 
12 

1 
6 
2 

7 


„. 


1 

4 


1 


2 
4 


1 33.50 
17.30 

20.00 
99.65 
^.00 

It.oo 




$ 35.50 
50.00 

125.00 
294.00 


S 13.40 


$ 476.00 
112.00 

135.00 
500.00 
200.0LJ 


$ 232.00 
*'*-^ 


$ 795,40 
186 9G 




37.69 

5.00 
50.36 


1 


oroo 

7,25 


376.00 




1 


5 

4 

1 

13 


2 
1 
3 
3 

3 


7 
2 
4 

7 
1 

16 


120,72 

"iBLSO 
150 00 
235.00 


ljl09.15 
222 00 




9.50 


1441.00 


31. BO 


379 60 






159.00 




19.00 
■ft 


* 


15.00 
2 60.00 


5.611 




374.40 




fioo.oe 


660.00 












1 
4 
2 
1 


1 
1 


1 

4 

2 


1 5.00 

45.00 

218.00; 


7.00 


2 7.00 
25.00 
60.00 




160.00 

30n.0O 

^ 400,00 


HO. 00 
300.00 


'2f)i 00 




1 ^ 
1 


1 


6 
1 


T»- 


18.5U 
17.50 


373.60 ' 




20,00 


l,015,fiO 




s 


n 


13 


1 


2 


I 


4 


16.00 
105,00 


11.00 
12.00 


20.00 
120.00 




300. !■ 

500. UO, 

200.00 

623.50 
7U0.00 


lo'Loo 


347.00 






937.00 


















63,00 

113.25 
71. 40 






2 

i 

I 

6 
I 
2 


4 

3 
3 
1! 


a 

1 

"7 
1 

n 
n 
le 


9 
6 

e 

B 

6 

5 

12 

30 

A 

14 

20 
3t 










se.oo 

89.50 
31.75 


6.00 

13.10 
31.80 


55,00 

330.00 
125,00 


392.00 




5 

4 
5 
3 
1 

4 


12 
10 

18 
1 
] 
5 

9 
2 
3 
2 

10 
9 


1 

3 
2' 
3 
2 

"2 
] 

i 

2 
1 


IS 
10 
]3| 
25 

4' 
5 
2 

3 

3 

3 

M 

14 


3000OI 

75 00 


1.46^35 
l,034.ft6 




40,00 
170.00 


14.70 


108.75 
72 95 
^1 50 
66S0 
64.60 

66.60 
If^.OO 
78.00 


10.50 
30.00 


700.00 
45^^ 60 
400,UO 
Ijl56,ti0 
367.50 

438.26 
150.00 
5UO.O0 


453.60 
5Sti.20 
470.00 
21)3 00 
100.00 

214.00 

14.6U 

400.00 


l,:^27.56 

1,322.66 

901.50 








627,06 
47.00 

220.25 

32.50 

217.15 


.......... 

5B.90 


30.00 
17.60 


2,20 L86 
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* Sot known. 



In the mean time, the Board are maturing a plan of operatt6M, 
which will be made public as soon as possible. 

By order of the Board. J. C. K. Milltgan, Secretary, 

168 W.40thSt.,N.T. 
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LETTER FROM 8TN0D IN SCOTLAND. 

The following paper was received by the late Moderator of Sy- 
nod, after the adjournment of the last meeting : 

To the Synod of the jReformed Presbyterian Church in America : 

Dear Brethren — The Synod of the Keformed Presbyterian 
Church in Scotland being met, in Glasgow, on the tenth day of 
May, eighteen hundred and sixty-five years, unanimously passed 
the following resolutions in reference to the American crisis, and 
instructed me as their clerk to transmit the same to you. 

John Kaj, Clerk of Synod. 

I. That this Court, recognizing the duty or Christian churches 
to consider those momentous evolutions of Providence which may 
seriously affect the moral and spiritual welfare of mankind, record 
an expression of deep sympathy with the people of the United 
States under the attempt made on the life of their Secretary of 
State, and more especially under the loss of their Chief Ruler, 
President Liiif^oln, by a foul assassination, and deplore it as an 
event which would have been painful and startling in any circum- 
stances, but which is much more distressing from the gravity of 
the crisis in^.SjBich it occurred, and from the evidence which the 
deceased PueKdent had given of a firm purpose, in combination 
with great benignity of temper — the very qualities that seem 
chiefly requisite to meet the remaining difficulties of the Ameri- 
can government in its efforts to restore peace, and order, and unity 
throughout its extensive dominions. 

n. Although this Court never could regard with any feelings 
but the deepest abhorrence the attempt to rear a government with 
slavery by opfen awowal as its corner-stone, and while due regard 
must be had to the interests of law and justice, the hope is confi- 
dently cherished that the American government will be enabled to 
signalize the reality of its success in restoring the ''Union," and to 
give the world some assurance of its own conscious strength by ad- 
herence to the same magnanimous and merciful policy to the van- 
quished which Abraham Lincoln would appear to have recom- 
mended and inaugurated. 

m. That this Court, however much it deplores the bloodshed 
and desolations of war, tender to the two branches of the Re- 
formed Presbyterian Church in America warm fraternal congratu- 
lation on the issue of the fearful strife in that continent, so far as 
it promises to eventuate in the destruction of slavery. This Court 
has rejoiced to witness and acknowledge the peculiar and honor- 
able position which the American Reformed Presbyterian Churches 
have all along so faithfully maintained in denouncing slavery, as 
in itself a national sin, and in refusing to hold communion with 
slaveholders ; and regard it as matter of devout gratitude to Al- 
mighty God, that an evil system, not merely at .variance with the 
clearest principles of the Divine law, but opposed to the real in- 
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:ere8ts and happiness of mankind — at once degrading to the op- 
pressed, and demoralizing to the oppressor — is so near its end, in- 
ismuch as no peace can be permanently enjoyed in any commu- 
lity where it prevails, unless revelation is silenced and con^ience 
lead ; and as slavery tends in the course of generations to entail 
I destruction of human life greater even than the recent awfal 
lavoc of the sword. 

IV. That in the belief of this Court, the sad ordeal of conflict 
nd bloodshed through which the United States have been passing, 
aust be regarded as the judgment and discipline of God, for the 
anction so long extended by their constitution and government to 
he oppression of the negro race ; and, while not unmindful of, 
nd ready to confefi the share which Britain has had in the guilt 
►f slavery, they would, with all respect and affection, call upon 
he American churches to humble themselves under the uplifted 
od of Christ, the Lord of Sabaoth, into whose ear the cry of the 
lave has entered, — to exert themselves for the removal of every 
'-estige of slavery from their constitution and country, — and to 
ecure over the breadth of their vast continent the establishment 
►f peace and liberty, by the noblest charter, and on the surest 
)a8i8, — the righteousness which exalteth a nation. 

In name and by authority of the Synod of the Reformed Pres- 
)yterian Church in Scotland. 

(Signed,) William M'Laohlan, Moderator. 

John Kay, Clerk of Synod. 



ILLINOIS PRESBYTERY — EXTRACTS FROM MINUTES. 

Mitchell, Indiana, May 17, 1865. 

A call was laid on the table from Stanton upon Rev. John Mid- 
leton. The call was sustained, presented and accepted ; and the 
lev. W. F. George and Elder John Moffat appointed a committee 
3 instal Mr. Middleton. 

Mr. "Wallace reported that military operations had closed the 
ray and prevented him from going to explore a field for a mission 
mong the freed people under the care of Presbytery. 

The committee were empowered to bestow the money collected 
Dr this mission to the Central Board for the support of the Nat- 
hez Mission, if they find it impracticable to establish a Presby- 
erial mission, providing that the consent'of the congregations that 
urnished the money be first obtained. 

The Clerk informed Presbytery that the Central Board of ]|f is- 
lions had requested the Presbytery to ordain Mr. J. C. K. Faris. 
)n inquiry it appeared that the letter of the Board was not present, 
tnd had not been seen by any member of the court now present, 
lid Presbytery not being certain of its authority in the premises, 
espectfuUy declined the request. 
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Gallbd Meeting, Utica, Ohio, May 26, 1865. 

The Moderator stated that the meeting had been called to con- 
sider a petition from Olathe, Kansas, for an organization, the mod- 
eration of a call, and the dispensatian of the sacrament. The first 
and last items were granted W. F. George and Elders Jam€8 
Hutcheson and Alexander Moore, with any other elder or eldejB 
they may be ^ble to obtain, were appointed a committee to cany 
out" the petition, at the convenience of the parties, with discretion- 
ary power as to the moderation. Adjourned to meet at Old Bethel, 
October 11, 1865, at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

D. S. Faris, Clerk of Presbyters. 

1864. Report of Treasurer. Dr. Or. 

Oct. 2, To balance as per last report, $199 10 

Dec. 22, Cash from Stanton for Mission to Freed people 34 85 

1865. 

Jan. 3, Cash from St. Louis for Freedmen's Fund 40 00 

** ladies of Stanton, to clothe Flreedmen,... 15 25 

" 6, By Cash, do., .• $15 25 

'^ 15, From Bethel, to pay delegate expenses to National 

Reform Convention, 16 00 

From St. Louis, for do., 8 15 

From Klkhorn, for do., 20 OO 

Cash paid A. C. Todd, for do., 20 00 

Mar. 15, By cash from Bethel, fur Freedmen's Mission 125 00 

Apr.26, From Old Bethel, for Home Mission, » 31 55 

May 16, " St. Louis ," ** 2150 

« Church Hill; for Freedmen's Mission 83 75 

" " for Home Mission, 14 70 

" 19, Cash from Bloomington, to pay delegates' expenses, 7 00 

17, Balance in Treasury, 58110 

$616 35 616 35 
Jos. M'Cracken, St. Louis, Treasurer. 
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PnilADELPniA P RES BY TEBT— APPOINTMENTS. 

Third Congregation (Kensington) — D. Ji. Coulter, 2d, 3d, 4th 
Sabs. June ; K J. Sharp, 3d, 4th, 6th Sabs. July ; Bev. J). ScoU, 
August. CoNococHEAGUE — R. J. Sharp, Ist and 2d Sabs. July; 
Rev, D. Scott, September. T. P. Stevenson to dispense the Lord's 
Supper in Conococheague on the fourth Sabbath in August, as- 
siated by W. P. Johnson ; Mr. Johnson to preach the preparation 
Sabbath. W. P. Johnson to moderate in a call in Third Congre- 
gation, when requested by session and congregation. 

Presbytery meets again on the Tuesday following the last Sab- 
bath of October, in the First church, Philadelphia, at 9 A. M. 

T. P. Stbvknbon, Clerk 



( 
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NEW YflBK PRESBYTERY. 

The -New York Presbytery met in Newburgh second church, on 
Tuesday evening, May 16. The routine business occupied the 
reater part of the brief sessions. Rev. J. B. Williams was ap- 
ointed to administer the sacrament in Kortright on^the first Sab- 
fiith of July, assisted by Rev. D. McAllister. 

Rev. W. Graham to dispense the sacrament in Topsham, assisted 
y Rev. R. Z. Willson. A moderation of a call was granted to 
Ilortright, Rev. D. McAllister to preside in the same when re- 
uested by the session and congregation. After considerable dis- 
ussion and interchange of views, the following preamble and 
esolutions, presented by Rev. J. W. Shaw, were adopted : 

Whereas, the present is a day of such magnificent events as to 
jlicit expressions of profound astonishment from attentive ob- 
ervers; and whereas, in the kind providence of God, we have 
ived to witness the sudden destruction and ignominious end of 
:Tie late gigantic and most nefarious Southern rebellion ; and 
vhereas, God has answered our long-oftered prayers for the eman- 
cipation of the enslaved of our land, and by constitutional amend- 
3ient slavery is virtuallj^ forever prohibited in these United States, 
ind thereby a mighty impetus has been given to the irrepressible 
progress of our testimony in favor of the national Christianity of 
:he land, and the unmistakable evidences of the no inconsider- 
ible number of its inhabitants for the recognition of Almighty 
Jod, the God of armies, and of Messiah, the Prince, as moral 
Governor among the nations, and his revealed law as the supreme 
ule of legislation ; therefore, 

Eesuloed, That we hereby express our grateful acknowledgments 
•f the overruling and efteetive hand of God in crushing and 
Ltterly destroying the slaveholders* confederacy, and in leading 
he nation by a way of his own devising, to wipe out the foul spot 
f slavery, and thereby prepare the nation for other necessary and 
Lesirable amendments. 

Resolved^ That we feel greatly encouraged in adhering to and 
liligently prosecuting our work as Reformed Presbyterians, in 
)earing testimony for truth and against all contrary evils, whether 
n church or state, by the evidences of the appreciation on the 
>art of many of our principles relative to the duty of the nation ; 
md also for the foreshadowing of their universal prevalence, and 
Jie coming glory of ImmanuePs kingdom, and of the promised 
inctorj' by his blood, and the word of our testimony. 

Restftved, That while we join the universal mourning over the 
lamented fall of Abraham Lincoln, the good President, we recog- 
nize in it the mj'sterious hand of an all-wise God, who often 
hideth himself, the last self destructive attempt on the life of the 
aation, and the culmination of the barbarism of slavery; we also 
recognize in the administration of the late chief magistrate a noble 
example for his successors in oflice and heads of departments to 
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follow in cultivatinff acquaintance with the Word of God, depend- 
ence on the lead of Providence, his sterling integrity and stead- 
fast prosecution of the right, until they shall fully understand, an| 
bring others fully to understand that righteousness exalteth a na- 
tion, but that sin is a reproach to any people. 

Resolved^ That we will, with prayerful earnestness, act uni- 
formly, and do our utmost, personally and ecclesiastically, in pre- 
paring the community for, and influencing Congress to, the fur- 
ther amendment of the Constitution in such manner as to present 
this nation truly a Christian nation. 

Treasurer'^ Report, 

1864. Dr. Cr. 

Nov. 2, Balance in Treasury ...* $457 03 

'' 3, By Cash to N. R. Johnston $75 OO 

" " D. M'Allister 60 00 

" " Rev. R. Z. Willson 60 00 

Dec. 20, Bovina Congregation 19 55 

" 22, Brooklyn 16 50 

1865. 

Jan. 3, Topsham 9 00 

Mar. 7, Coldenham 6 50 

" 20, Donation of D. M'AUister 50 00 

Apl. 5, First New York Congregation 37 51 

'' 26, Boston 13 00 

" 28, First, Newburgh 17 13 

May 13, Second, Newburgh 23 00 

'^ 17, Whitelake 10 00 

" Dundaff 3 00 

" Walton 29 61 

" Dundaff. 46 00 

To balance 652 83 



$737 83 737 83 
Respectfully submitted. J. Williams, Treasurer. 

SCALE OF APPOINTMENTS. 

Topsham — Rev. R. Z. Willson, June, and July, 2d and 3d Sabs. 
D. H. Coulter, August, 1st and 2d Sabs. J. W. SprouU, August, 
3d and 4th Sabs. Rev. J. M. Armour, two days discretionary. 

KoRTRiQHT — D. H. Coulter, July, 2d, 3d, 4th and 6th Sabs. 
J. W. SprouU, September, 3d and 4th Sabs. R. J. Sharp, October. 
T. Hannay, September, Ist and 2d Sabs. 

Argyle — Rev. J. W. Show and Rev. J. M. Beatiie, two days dis- 
cretionary. 

West Gal way — Rev. J. W. Show, June, 3d and 4th Sabs. 
Rev. D. McAllister, July, 8d and 4th Sabs. Rev. J. M. Armaur, 
August, 1st and 2d Sabs. D. H. Coulter, August, 3d and 4th 
Sabs. J. W. SprouU, September, 1st and 2d Sabs. 

Dundaff — Rev. J. B. Williams, August, 1st and 2d Sabs. 
T. Hannay, August, 8d and 4th Sabs. JK. J. Sharp, September, 
3d and 4th Sabs. 
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Ballibay — D. H. Coulter^ July, Ist Sab. R. J. Sharp, Sept., 
let and 2d Sabs. T. Hannay, August, Ist and 2d Sabs. 

Glbngary — J. W. SprouU, August, 1st and 2d Sabs. JRev. J. 
tl. Armour, two days discretionary. ^ 

Fayston — Rev. R. Z. Willson, July, 4th and 5th Sabs. 

J. C. K. MiLLiGAN, Gk. of Pres. 



OWA PRESBYTERY— APPOINTMENTS BY INTERIM COMMITTJB. 

Albia — J". Love, Aug. and Sept. Davenport — 01 D. Trumbull, 
. st and 2d Sabs. J uly ; R. Johnston, two Sabs, discretionary ; 
Tames A. Thompson, 3d and 4th Sept. Kossuth — S. M. Stevenson, 
wo days discretionary ; J. M. M Donald, two days discretionary ; 
B* B. Cannon, one day discretionary. Maquokbta — R. Hutch- 
nson, 3d and 4th of June, and moderate call the Monday after 
tth Sabbath ; J. Love, July ; James A. Thompson, Aug., and 1st 
and 2d Sept. R. B. Cannon, Chamrvan. 



PITTSBURBH PRESBYTERY— APPfllNTMENTS BY STANDING COMMITTEE. 

Oil City — D. Scott, July; R. Z. Willson, August, 3d and 4th 
Sabs. ; September, 1st and 2d Sabs. Monongahela — J. O. K. 
Paris, July, 1st Sab. ; T. SprouU, 3d Sab. ; R. Z. Wilhon, August, 
2d Sab. ; T SprouU, to dispense the sacrament, 3d Sab. Pine 
Ureek — J. 0. K, Faris, July, 3d Sab. ; JR. Z, Willson, August, 
.st Sab. 



OHIO PRESBYTERY — APPOINTMENTS. 

Rev. J. Love — Londonderry, June, 1st, 2d and 3d Sabbaths 
Tuly ; Middle Wheeling, 4th and 5th Sabbaths July, and to dis- 
>en8e the Lord's Supper on the 1st of August, aided by A. 
!tf*Farland. Muskingum and Tomica the remainder of August, 
ind to dispense the Lord's Supper on the 4th Sabbath, aided by 
r. C. Boyd ; and to dispense the Lord's Supper at Londonderry on 
:he 1st Sabbath of September, aided by A. M'Farland. 

Rev. J. C. K. Faris — Muskingum and Tomica, 4th and 5th Sab- 
baths of July and Ist of August ; Londonderry, the remainder of 
August ; French Creek, Ist and 2d Sabbaths of September ;Bull 
Creek, 3d and 4th Sabbaths of September; Middle Wheeling, 
Ist October. W..JP*. M'Clurkin, Clerk. 



The Central Board of Domestic Missions have appointed Rev. 
J. M. Armour to Washington, Eev. J. M. Johnston to Natchez, 
and Rev. J. A. Thompson to the North West, to take charge of 
these respective missions. 



'^- 
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A WEEKLY NEWSPAPER. 

The Editors of this Magazine have concluded to make an effort 
to supply what is admitted to be the need of the Church — a Weeklj 
Newspaper. Unquestionably, the time has come when the cause 
of Christ demands such an advocacy in urging his claims on the 
nation to recognition as its Lord. We wait not to argue this 
point, which must be clear to every intelligent Covenanter. Be- 
lieving that in the cnurch there is the will, as we are sure that 
there is the ability to sustain us, we propose to publish, after the 
■\^ 1st of January, 1866, a weekly paper in place of the monthly 
magazine, of the ordinary size, at two dollars per year, if paid 
within three months of the beginning of the year. 

It will require, at the least, double the number of subscribers to 
the magazine to justify us in starting the paper. Can this number 
be procured? Were each subscriber to continue his own sub- 
scription, and procure another, it could be done. This, however, 
we cannot expect. We suggest as the most efficient plan, that^ 
the friends of the enterprise subscribe according to their ability* 
for a number of copies of the paper, and have them sent to such 
persons as they designate. In this way, the circulation of the 
papqr would be widened, and an opportunity be given for the 
supply to produce the demand. Such is our confidence in the 
power of the truth which we propose to advocate, that we are 
willing to risk the future success of the paper on the patronage of 
those who will read it for one year. There are hundreds of mea 
in the church who can givd in sums from ten dollars or less to ose 
hundred or more for this cause ; and we are sure they will doit, 
when once convinced that a weekly newspaper is a great mis- 
sionary agency that can w^ork where the living missionary cannot 
be sent. The Editors expect to work without remun«fation. In 
proposing to change the monthly for a weekly, we give up the 
income Irom the magazine, for increased labor, without the pros- 
pect of compensation. We ask^no one to sacrifice as mueU either 
of time or money as we expect to sacrifice of both. What say 
you, brethren ? Will you join us in making an earnest efibrt? 

To those who are conversant with the magazine since its issue 
under the present Editors, we need say but little in the way(rf 
indicating what will be the course pursued in the paper. We only 
state that, while the advocacy of our distinctive principles, with 
special reference to amending the Constitution, will be the st^^le 
of our original articles, due attention will be given to all subjects 
of public interest ; current new^s, both at home and abroad, will be 
chronicled, and every effort will be made to render it an agreeable^ 
and useiul weekly visitOff» 

Whatever is dune must be done soon. We must know, at fur- 
thest, by the first of December, if the enterprise will be sustained. 
We ask for no money until we announce our purpose to proceed 
with the paper; but we ask the friends of a Covenanted Testimony 
throughout the church to act at once, and let us know what thev 
can do. Committing the matter to the blessing of God, we await 
the result with some coufiLdeiic^ oi\\& ^^sl^q;^^^. 



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

Covenanter. — Belle Centre, James TurnbuU; Boston, Jas. Wamook; 
Clarinda, W Aiken; Dansville, G. Scott; Dixmont, 11. Spratt; Elkhorn, R. 
Ramsay; Grove Hill, J. A. Torrence; Martinsburg, S. Kirkpatrick; New 
York, Miss E. Milligan, Jno. Kennedy; Prospect Hill, Mrs. M'Leod; Prince- 
ton, M. Cbesnut; each, 33 c. for ^ 18. Philadelphia, J. M'Knight, J 17 and 
J 18, 83; E. Craftsbury, W. Anderson, 16; Birmingham, J. P. Stewart, 10; 
New York, Miss Geddes, R. Milford; Louisville, R. iM. Boyd, 17; Blooming- 
ton, J. S. Paris, 16; Dresden, W. Dunlap, 17; Macedon, Mrs. J. M'Gee, 
14, each, 1.00; Crawfordsville, T. iMoorehead, 16 and 17, 2.00; Sterling, J. 
B. Crockett, 11 and 12, 2.00; Belle Centre, Mrs. Jas. Dunlap, Wm. Pollock; 
Clarinda, W. G. Moreland; Norwich, W. Stevenson; Princeton, W. Ander- 
son, each, 1.33 for 17 and J 18; Syracuse, Jas. M'Clure, J 1(5, 17, and J 18, 
1.83; Lockville, M. Fishbaugh; Princeton, John Allen^ W. Colhoou; Titus- 
ville, R. Randall, each, 2.33, for IG, 17, and ^ 18; New York, Miss M'Comb; 
California, J. French, 3.00; Hopkinton, A. Orr, 13-15, each, 3.00; Greens- 
burg, M. M'Farland, 14-J 18, 4.33; Mrs. Williams; Crawfordsville. D. Dill, 
each, for 18, J 18,6.33; New York, Nathaniel Henry, 7.00; Bethel, J. 
Dubois, 10-14, 6.00; Macedon, 0., John M'Donald, 11-16, 6.00; Hopkin- 
ton, John H. Campbell, 6 33. 

Combined Series. — Bloomington, John Smith; , Canonsburg, E: A. T. 
Roberts; Grove Hill, T. Day; M. H. Cavan, each, in full for vol. 3; Fair 
Bank, Iowa, A. A. M'Kce, i 2; Clarinda, W. G. Moreland, J 1; Elkhorn, 
T. M'Clurkin, Jr.; Sparta, W. M'Neill, each f 3, 33 cents; Cincinnati, 
S. Brown, ^ 3; Orange, J. M. Milligan, J 2, each 60 cts.; Dixmont, R. 
Spratt; Greensburg, M. M'Farland; Norwich, W. Stevenson; Princeton, 
W. Colhoon; Rose Point, W. Thompson, each, G7 cts., for f 1; Bethel, R. 
M'Alister; Brooklyn, M. Gamble; Brushland, T. B. Russell; Belle Centre, 
Rev. N. R. Johnston; Birmingham, A. M'Clung; Bakerstown, D. Dodds; 
Bloomington, Jas. B. Faris; Bloomington, 0., Mrs. Jas. Laird; Boston, Jno. 
Greer, N. Noyes, D. Mears, T. Boyd, R. M'Cubbin; Cedarville, J. D. George, 
R. M'Lean, Rev. H. H. George; California, Jas. VVylie, D. Clark; Clarinda, 
Jas. Neiil, T. Toner; Covington, J. Gray; Cincinnati, W. H. Ewing, James 
Brown, Wm. Johnston, Jas. Y. Thompson, E. Fleming; Chandlersville, A. 
J. M'Conaghy; Coultersville, R. Bates, 8. Holliday, Rev. W. F. George; 
Cal.City, A. Charlton, Rev. R. B. Cannon; E. Cambridge, Rev. W. Gra- 
ham; Elkhorn, R. M'Afee, Jno. M'Clurkin, Jas. M'Clurkin, Granville Rouu- 
iree, G. M'Lean, John Gormley, A. V. M'Clurkin, Jane Rainey, J. M. 
Sloane, G. C. Dermond, F. Torrens, Thomas M'Clurkin, Sr., John M'Cloy, 
Joseph Torrens, Robert Kelso; E. Craftsbury, Aurelius Morse; Fremont, J. 
M'Naughton; Flackville, Mrs. Jas. Ballentine; Grove Hill, T. Day; Greens- 
burg, Mrs. Lindsay; Hobart, J. Orr, D. Orr; Keene, W. H. M'Cormick; 
Kossuth, J. M'Intire, W. 0. Lindsay; Linton, J. Walkinshaw, John Baird, 
J. M'Intire; Lucesco, S. M'Crum; Macedon, H. Woodburu, Jr., Jas. Wood- 
burn; Morning Sun, Jno. Faris, R. Hays, Geo. Cunningham, W. Henderson, 
A. W. Cavin, Jas. Reid, J. T. Montgomery; Martinsburg, W. B. Finney; 
Newburgh, W. H. Dinsmore, H. Wilson, Mrs. Aaron WiJliamson; New 
Alexandria, Jas. Shaw, S. Jack; Norwich, D. Wallace, A. Stevenson; New 
Concord, Mrs. R. Law; Orange, W. Milligan; Ogdensburg, F. C. Wiug; 
Philadelphia, R. Keys, J. C. Keys, Joseph Sterrett, T. Laughlin, R. Brown, 
E. Graham, Dr. M'Whinncy, H. Floyd, Jno. Knox; Princeton, Jane Gal- 
braith, John Mooney, R. Patterson, Ann M'Clurc, John Boyd, C. Allen; 
Rushsylvania, Geo. M'Glaid, M. George, T. M. Hutchinson, Wm. Rambo; 
Ryegatc, Jno. Maclain, D. Stewart; Risden, Mrs. Newell; Staunton, Rev. 
J. Middleton; Scotland, R. Thomson; Sterling, R. M'Inroy, John Gilbert; 
Sparta, Anna Marsh, Duron Ilousman, C. M'llroy, S. Nimick, W. Temple 
W. 0. Marvin, Wm. Blair; St. Louis, Jas. Martin, Z. G. Willson; Tyro, S, 
Jameson; Uiica, Jas. Watson, Jas. Graham, James Dunlap, R. G. Wallace; 
Thos. M'Naughton, Rebeoca Russell, A. L. Deary; Waitsfield, J. Baird; 
Washington, W. A. Faris, Rev. S. M. StcvoLSon; Wilkinsburg, Rev. J. 
Hunter; Waukesha, Jas. Adams; Winona, W. C. Stevenson, each, 1.00, for 
vol. 3; Boston, M. Brown, W. J. Warnock, J. Larkin; Baltimore, J. Logan, 
J. Hemphill; Brooklyn, Mrs. George; Clarinda, J. H. Willson, Jas. Linn; 
Crawfordsville, D. Forsythe; Elkhorn, R. M'Clurkin, D. Mitchell, W. 
Morrison, John M'Afee; Fair Bank, H. Patterson; Horton, Jas. Harbeson; 
Hopkinton, John Dunlap; Maiden, W. Gillespie; Macedon, Wm. M'Qaeen; 
Jordan's Grove, Lewis Patterson; Morning Sun, W. G. Montgomery; * 




Pliil.\delpliia, A. Voung, 11. Jolinslou, Dr. Ilurst, 11. Armstrong; Poland, 
K. (Juthric; Princeton, Joseph Dixon, J. E. Caruthcrs; Sparta, JMIouston, 
A. T. Mathews; St. Louis, J. Orr: riica. Win. Diinlap, Anna Kirkpntrick, 
John M'Kclvy: Vinton, John A. M' Daniel, each, l.OU, for vol. 1*. Boston, 
A. C. Hates, W. Warnock, Sr ; Elkhorn. U. Anderson; M'Indoe's Falls, T. 
Ilastie; Marlssa. J. I). KMer: Mt. Vornon. L. Carj; New Alexandria, R. 
Paisley: Nt»w Yor'.?, 11. Kennedy; Philadelphia, 11. 'Ihonison, Mrs.MKibbin; 
SyraciVs**, Jas. .NiTluro: M. Louis, .1. MolVatt; Utica, K. M'Furland; Xenia, 
R. llyslop, each, 1.00, for vol. 1. Boston, W. Wurnock, Jr.; Bloomington, 
D. Smith, S. Curry; Hello Centre. J. S. Johnston; Cedarville, D. Drown; 
Elkhorn, Jas. APAloe; Morning Sun, T. Kcid; X. Washington, T. Rowan; 
Philadelphia, M. J. Hhu-k, X. Clark; Princeton, John F. Little; Perry, J. 
Carson, each, l.UO, fur \ vol. 1 and jj voL 2. UemaiRdcr in nest Xo. 



PvECElPTS FOR DOMESTIC MISSIONS. 
18Co. 

May 10, Mrs. C. Suively, of Conocochoague. per Rev. Dr. Sproull, 5^50 00 
" 22, Amount collected since January 1, 1805, by Uev. W. W. 

M'Millen. up lo May 8, iJ^Uo, 19 60 

«* 24, George Tennent. Sullivan. 0., per Dr. Willson, 1 00 ' 

June 1, Miss Amier-son, Slippery ilock cong.j per do 5 00 

" *' David Hrown, Cedarville, i) 4 00 

" 5, Mailed at Norfolk, Va., a Tenth to the Lord, per W. Brown, 8 00 

Daniel Euweb, Treasurer. 



RKOF.IPTS -FOR THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 

' CrRRLXT KXPKXSKS. 

1805. May 1^, Interest on certificate of deposit, 60.00; F. Wilson, 7.00; 
Majy 22, Rev. J. R. Thompson, 1.75; W. Thompson, 1.75; A. Little, 1.76; 
J. Lawson, 1.10: W. J. S. M'Calli^tor. 7.00; Jacob Dubois, 2.80; R. M. 
M'Callister, :?..")«»; Old Bethel ongrenation. 24.0U; J. xM'Elhenny, 8.06. 
Juno 2, I)r. M'CtuigluMi, G.UO: J. M'Klhenny, 1.5U; S. A. M'Clure, 8.70; D. 
Kirkpatrick, 2.00: Interest collected Ity J. P. Stewart, 21.00. June 8, 
Clarinda congregation, 12.75; iutor«fSt on notes, 4.80; \V. Shaw, 6.90; D. 
Graham, 8().iiG; Bones fr Co., 13.1)1; a Tenth, 2.00; John Binney, 5.26; 'J. 
H. M'Fadden,2.«0; M. W. Calvert, 1.40; J. M'Creary, 7.bl; Hugh Crocket, 
4.20; W. M'Alister, '.»5; J. M. Milligan, 5.00; J. Wright, 50: Church Hill 
cong., 10.50. June 0, A. Morrow, 2.40: J. Curling, 3.50: J. Guthrio, 1.00; 
Rehobothcong., 11.15.: collection, tJ.OO; W. Gillespie, 3.00; W. miton, 7.00; 
J. Hilton, :J.OU; J. W. MCullough. 3.50: Bethany cong., 16.75; J. S. Faris, 
5.00; interest on notes of Old Bethel, 47.40; Atchison bequest, 62.50; in- 
terest on U.' S. Bond;*, 106.^0; premium, 44.10; J. Mitchel, 1.60. June 28, 
interest from Salem congregation, 4.50; R. Shields, licentiate, 4.00. July 
3, Rev. T. Sproull, 12.00; Rev. J. Hunter, 6.00; James Jenkins, 60. 

ENDOWMENT. 

1805. May 22, Rev. J. B. Williams, 25.00; A. S. M'Clury, 50.00; James 
Hutchison, 20.00; W. Sliaw, 100.00; a Tenth to the Lord, 3.00. June 6, 
AV.M'Allister, 10.00; Hugh Crocket, 30.00: A. Morrow, 26.00; D. Forsythe, 
25.00; W. Gillespie, 23.00. June 28, J. Rowan, 26.00. 

D. GaEQG, Treasurer, 



0^^Wo direct attention to the recommendation of Synod in regard to 
contributions for a church in Indianapolis. Brother Crozier is laboring 
diligently there, but for want of a church, under great disadvantages. 
Money should be forwarded at once. Such is the state of matters, that in 
any event, there can bo no loss of the money contributed. 

jg^^Professor Willson and Reverends Wylie and Milligan have left for 
Britain and Ireland, to fulfill the appointment of Synod. 
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PITTSBUllGII: 
PKIXTKI) JiY W. S. HAVKN, 

COUNEIl OF "WOOD AND TIIIHD STllEETS. 
Editors' address, "Allegheny, Pa." 




EECEIPTS FOR FOREIGN MISSION OF R. P. CHURCH, 

1865. 
June 29, Received from the young ladies of Parker Institute, 
BrooLlyu, New York, per Airs. Mary Borgman, to be 
applied to the education of the first girl who enters 

our school in Syria $ 9 30 

" «* From Miss Ellen Brady, of 1st cong. Philadelphia 1 00 

July 5, From the North Washington branch of Rev. R. Reed's 

congregation, 2 00 

" 20, From the Sandy Society of Salem cong., per Rev. A. 

MTarland, 22 00 

t( <t From a Friend of Missions/ mailed at Topsham, Vt., 

per Rev. R. Z. Willson, 3 00 

" " From a friend, mailed at White Lake, 1 00 

WiLLTAH Brown, 
Treasurer of Foreign Mutiona^ 1635 Locuti St,^ FhilacTa. 

N. B. — In your report as published of the Literary Fund, you state, 
under the head of total receipts, $268.65, which is a material error, to wit: 

I only received, ;.$189 92 

Which leaves a balance in my favor, as is plainly set down in my 

report as overdrawn the treasury, 78 73 

$268 65 
CoBBECTioN. — In Mr. Brown's report last number, Jas. Oliver, Toronto, 
should be Mrs. Jas. Oliver. T. S. 

RECEIPTS FOR THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 

CURRENT BXPEM8E8. 

1865, July 25, Interest on United States bor.b, 135.00; Premium, 53.27j 
Collected by J. P. Stuart, 1.00; J. C. K. Paris, licentiate, 6.00. Aug. 14, 
Samuel Cochran, Kansas, 10.00. 

RECEIPTS FOR DOMESTIC MISSIONS. 
1865. 
June 7, From Mrs. Gray, Putnam county, Indiana, per J. A. 

RUSS*:!, $5 00 

*« 10, Amouut collected by Rev. W. W. M'Millin, from May 8, ' 

1«G5, to June 6, 48 00 

July 20, Mailed at Norfolk, Va., a "^fenth to the Lord, per Mr. 
\Vm. Brown, publi:ihed in July number of Reformed 

Presbyterian and Covenanter, ,.„ 3 00 

26, Capt. W. E. Allen, per Rev. J.J. M'Clurkin,...., 1 00 

$57 00 

Appointments in Pittsburgh Presbytery. — Rev. R. Z. Willson, Pine 
Creekf Sept., 3d Sabbaih ; Long Jiun, 4tb Sabbath ; Kcdstonty October, Ist 
Sabbath j Fine Creekj 2d Sabbaih ; Elizabeth^ 3d Sabbaih. 

Meetings of Presbyteries. — Ohio Presbytery will meet in London- 
derry on the first Uednesday of October at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

Pittsburgh Presbytery will meet in Wilkinsburg on the third Tuesday 
of October, at 1 o'clock, P. M. 



' Received from Pittsburgh and Allegheny congregation^ fifty dol- 
lars, per D. Gregg, Esq , for the use of the children ot the la'.e Rev. Wm. 
M'Carrol, Belfast, Ireland. Jciiii Caldwell. 



'The Board of Education will meet in Northwood, on the first 
Wednesday of September, at 10 o'clock, A. M. A full attendance is re- 
quested. 



THE 



Meformeii Imbgteriaii mb Coknanto. 



Vol. in. . SEPTEMBER, 1865. No. 9. 



THE I ATE *IBEETM!II} OP SYNOD. 

The Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church met ia Utica, 
O., May 24th, at 10 o'clock, A. M., and adjourned the 30th, at 3J, 
P. M., having held an unusually short sessiou. This was the larg- 
est meeting of Synod ever held in this country. There were pre- 
sent oi\e hundred and eleven members — sixty-three miuisters and 
forty-eight ruling elders; but two of our ministers now in the 
country were absent. There was a large amount of business of 
public interest transacted, and nearly all with great unanimity. 
But one case of complaint appeared, and this was not acted upon, 
owing to irregularity. There was some talk, of course, about 
matters before us, but no debate. The sessions were quite har- 
monious throughout, and the deportment of members toward 
each was kind and courteous. We have never attended a meeting in 
which the business was done so zealously ; where the members 
entered so heartily into the work before them. It is due to the peo- 
ple of Utica and vicinity — members of Qur church and others — to 
add that the Synod was entertained with abundant and cheerful hos- 
pitality : everything was done, on their part, to make comfortable 
our brief sojourn among then). 

We notice a few items of business. Our readers will, of course, 
examine the minutes, which give an exact account of all that was 
actually done, but no more. There was no reporter to note down 
the manner in which it was done, what was said, &c. 

1. Foreign Missions, — 'The brethren at Latakiyeh are highly en- 
couragei— never before so much so. The decease of Hammud was, 
to them, a yery trying providence ; but in their sorrow they have 
been cheered by the increased attendance upon public worship, by 
the applications made by some of the youth uqder their care, for 
baptism', and by the success of Dr. Metheny's medical labors. A 
girl's school is to be set in operation as soon as practicable, and 
a collection is qalled for the purpose of erecting the necessary 
mission buildings in Latakiyeh. It will be observed that Mr. 
Dodds and family return to this country the^eon^g autumn. 
More than $13,000 were collected during the year foRhis fund. 

2. Domestic Missions — Education .of Colored Youth. — ^There is no- 
thing special to report in regard to the missions now in operation. 

17 
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Measures, however, of some importance have been taken in 
reference to ulterior efforts in this department. It is in 
contemplation to establish a collegiate institution, under the 
patronage of Synod, in which colored persons shall be edu- 
cated, with a view particularly to their employment in teach- 
ing and preaching among their own kindred in the South. 
The proposition met with a hearty welcome in Synod, and passed 
unanimously. The design is to have an institution of as high 
an order as the church can attain to, and that her own youth 
also may there receive an education, should their parents select it. 
A boara was appointed to take charge of the matter, and was au- 
thorized to purchase the college building at Northwood, and the 
edifice used for a ladies' school, provided they can be bought on 
reasonable terms. 

A deputation was appointed to visit the Old World for the pur- 
pose of soliciting funds for the education oJF colored persons ac- 
cording to this scheme. 

3. The Religious Amendment of the Constitution. — This subject was 
before Synod, and resulted in the appointment of a committee to 
visit Washington, to confer with the President and urge him to 
recommend the measure to Congress — to confer with the commit- 
tees of Congress to which memorials on this subject may be refer- 
red — to co-operate with ministers or committees ot other churches 
favorable to this measure — converse with Senators pnd Kepresen- 
tatives, and in every practicable way to advance this movement 
It was understood that our ministers, elders, deacons and members 
will keep themselves actively employed in procuring signatures to 
petitions to be sent, on behalf of this measure, to both Houses of 
Congress. 

4. The War Question. — This came before us by memorials 
from Southfield, Northwood and Cedarville. A committee ap- 
pointed to consider them reported ; but a substitute being accepted 
for their report, was passed almost unanimously. It is before our 
readers. It was apprehended that this matter would give rise to 
excited feeling, and perhaps issue in some measure adverse to the 
continued unity of the church. Such fears — in some cases, it may 
have been hopes — were all disappointed. There was scarxjely any 
"talk" in regard to it, and no debate. There seemed to be no 
disposition, on either side, to press their views tenaciously; and we 
hope the question is now disposed of, and that the church will be 
at leisure to prosecute her grand mission, the diffusion of the 
"knowledge of the Lord,*' at home and abroad, and in special 
that branch of this, in which the mediatorial and regal claims of ' 
Jesus Christ are more directly concerned. The door is open. The' 
invitation to enter is clear, loud, earnest. Let all listen, and en- 
gage in the work.^ 

5. Salarie^ — A committee was appointed to devise a plan for in- 
creasing salaries of pastors, for tilling up the endowment fund, and 
for securing, if possible, a sustentation fund; and, in the meantime, 
a resolution was passed to increase the allowance for occasional 



Laie Meeting (^ Synod. 269 

supplies to 815 per diem. Presbyteries to look after the matter 
when needftil. 

6. Essay on History. — ^Rev. D. Scott having prepared an essay, 
at the request of the Presbyterian Historical Society, on the First 
Scottish Keformation from its beginning to 1660, when Protestant- 
ism became the recognized religion of Scotland, read it, by ap- 
pointment of the Synod, on Monday evening, May 29th. It was 
a full and clear rehearsal of the steps of progress toward the 
great issue, interspersed with brief notices of the leading agents 
in the work, and of the comment upon the growing change and 
its results. 

6. Besides these matters, there were a few other items. We 
mention the reception of delegates from the United Presbyterian- 
General Assembly — ^Elder Jno Brinkerhoff— and from the General 
Reformed Presbyterian Synod — Rev. Mr. M'Caslin, who severally 
made addresses, which were responded to by the Moderator in ap- 
propriate terms. Delegates were appointed to attend theise bodies 
n«xt year. Appointments were made of ministers to preach 
during the next meeting of 9ynod, on Missions, Systematic Benef- 
icence, and the Duty of Nations to God, his Christ, and his Law. 
A public meeting was held the evening after the adjournment 
of Synod, in reference to the religious amendment of the Consti- 
tution. The house was jammed, and the meeting was continued 
from 6 to 9 J, P. M. It was a very lively and spirited meeting. 
The Old School Presbyterian minister who presided, and a Meth- 
odist minister, both spoke, declaring their full concurrence with 
the amendment, but rather taunting Covenanters with inconsist- 
ency in advocating the amendment, and then leaving the work to 
be accomplished by others ; L €., with refusing to aro to the polls, 
but rejoicing to see others go there and do the work. We cannot 
see any room for a taunt here, such as was attempted. We had 
always thought, and we are sure we are right, that the advocates of 
a moral or religious reform, are the men that do the work. Paul, 
we presume, never voted. K othing is said of anything of the kind, 
and yet he was something of a reformer. Nor did Luther vote. Nor 
we presume, did Calvin, nor Ejiox, &c., &c. If any of them voted, 
this act is as nothing compared to what they accomplished by the 
pen and the tongue. Whoever thinks of the Reformers as voters? 
Besides, it is the Reformers — early ones, especially — who have to 
encounter the jeers and the scoffs, the stones and the unmerchant-- 
able eggs," which are a large part of the artillery of their oppo- 
nents. To cast a vote, involves, ordinarily, no peril, nothing injuri- 
ous whatever. It is not very decorous for those who have not been 
prominent, to say the least, in the trying days of reform, to taunt 
its early advocates when the work is doTie and only needs to be re- 
gistered. There will be no trouble on their part in any reform, 
as there has been none in the anti-slavery reform, when the 
community is ready to change its policy, having changed its opin- 
ions. This meeting of Synod will do good. Let us thank God 
and take courage. 
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THE CIVIL WAR IN THE UNITED STATES: 

A DIVINE JUDGMENT AND A BEACON OF WARNING. 

The war which has been waged in the United States, with all its 
horrors, during the past four years, is the great event of the pre- 
sent time. It has been arresting the attention of the whole civil- 
ized world ; but it has not received the degree of solemn consid- 
eration to which it is entitled, either from nations or individuals— 
either from the actors in the bloody drama, or from the spectators. 
The space which the wars that have been carried on from age to 
age, occupy in history, renders us familiar with thesfe scenes of 
blood, and our familiarity with them lessens the horror which such 
a spectacle is calculated to produce. The desolation^ and havoc 
which war has produced on some of the fairest portions of our 
globe are amply attested in the records of the past, and in the 
present aspect and condition of the countries that have been sub- 
jected to their ravages. But there is no instance in the annals of 
our fallen world in which such numerous armies have been mus- 
tered in one nation for mutual slaughter, and so many battles 
fought in so brief a period of time, and in which such tremendous 
instruments of death have been employed, as in that by which the 
soil of the American States is being drenched with blood. There 
was some expectation that if the wars waged in the use of weapons 
of such terrible power as those which modern art and science have 
furnished, would be very destructive, they would necessarily be of 
short duration. But this expectation is being balked by the expe- 
rience of the war in the United States. It has been found, that, 
if the most formidable instruments of destruction are powerful 
means of success in waging oftensive warfare, they are no less 
eftective meaiis^ defense. Hence it is, that, after four years of 
dreadful carnage, we cannot be sure that we are yet within sight 
of the beginning of the end of this dreadful war. But what im- 
provement ought we and others to make of this awful calai^iity? 

I. It ought unquestionably to be contemplated, in the first place, 
as a signal divine judgment. It is a trite axiom among Christians, 
that the hand of God is to be recognized in every event, from the 
least to the greatest. He appoints or permits, as well as controls, 
whatever takes place in the universe. "Shall there be evil in a 
city, and the Lord hath not done it?" (Amos 3: 6.) Yea, we are 
assured that "A sparrow falleth not to the ground without the 
Father." (Matt. 10:29.) But however clearly this truth is revealed, 
and however generally it is acknowledged in words, it is far from 
a common thing to be duly impressed by it. War is one of the 
sorest judgments with which God visits a guilty people. And 
there can be no doubt that it is a dispensation of divine vengeance 
at the present time .to both the belligerent parties in the United 
States. God claims this as his special prerogative: "Vengeance 
is mine, I willrepay, saith the Lord." (Rom, 12 : 19.) But neither 
the mig-bty people on whom this vial of divine wrath is being 
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ponred, nor the nations that are the spectators of its (Jireful effects, 
are soleranized as th^y ought by the fact, that God, as supreme 
Judge, is by this war avenging wrongs of appalling criminality, ' 
in rendering retribution to the guilty commonwealth which has 
been persevering in its perpetration for so many generations. The 
North is looking to the South, and the South to the Nortb, as the 
blamable cause of the streams of human blood which are 'now 
flowing as water on the battle-field, and of the countless scenes of 
woe with which the land is overspread. But there is a deeper and 
a higher cause of all this misery than the passions, aspirations, 
and influencing motives of either of the conflicting parties. 

It is generally admitted, that whilst the final retribution of in- 
dividuals is reserved for the future state, nations and communities 
are arraigned before the tribunal of the Judge of all the earth, 
and visited with condign punishment for their iniquities in this 
world. Again, while God marks all the iniquities of a siniiing peo- 
ple, and renders recompense for all kinds of iniquity, it is often by 
one peculiarly heinous kind of sin that their provocations reach the 
climax by which their day of wrath becomes inevitable. This is 
clearly declared in the Prophecy of Amos, of which we only quote 
the words which have reference to the Ten Tribes : " Thus saith 
the Lord, For three transgressions of Israel, and for four, I will not 
turn away the punishment thereof; because they sold the righteous 
(those who had been guilty of no crime by which their liberty 
wa« forfeited by the laws of man) — because they sold the righteous 
for silver, and the poor for a pair of shoes; that pant after the 
dust of the earth on the head of the poor, and turn aside the way 
of the meek ; and a man and his father will go in unto the same 
maid, to profane ^my holy name.*' (Amos 2: 6, 7.) And while 
God has many causes of controversy with the United States, there 
is reason to think that it has been by the abomination of slavery, 
with its deeply demoralizing concomitants, that their cup of ini- 
quity has been speedily so filled up, that judgment could be no 
longer delayed.* The evil^ of this system, root and branch, leaves 
and fruits, exceed conception. In the persevering maintenance of 
slavery, an amount of guilt has been accumulated by countless 
deeds of wrong, which none but God can comprehend, the demerit 
of which none but He can estimate. 

It is no doubt easy to find instances in which the slaves, at least 
in regard to their bodies, have been and continue to be kindly 
treated and cared for. This can be accounted for by the selfish 
worldly principles under the influence of which men care for and 
provide liberal supplies for their cattle. It would be uncharitable, 
also, to suppose, that amic^t a vast community, in which a system 
of cruel oppression, combined with degradation, obtained, there 
were not a few masters who took a kindly interest in the welfare 
of the souls as well as the bodies of their slaves, under the influ- 
ence of the best motives. 

The question is, not what individuals might do, but what the 
sj'stem warranted, and what was actually done in connection with 
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it in ten thousand instances — not only witt impunity, but with the 
sanction of law, and under the protection of the civil authorities. 
Further, though much more than has ever found utterance could 
be said in commendation of the conduct of the so-called owners 
of the slaves,, in their treatment of their ill-gotten, and, in the 
sight of &od, unlawfully-held property, this could do nothing to 
blot out the guilt incurred by being in league with a community, 
and art and part partakers in the fearful wickedness of being the 
chief instigators of the wars of horrid cruelty waged from year to 
year on the peaceful inhabitants of Central Africa, for the dread- 
ful purpose of taking men and women captive, to be sold to slave- 
dealers, and driven by them in chains, robbed of their God-given 
liberty, and delivered over to perpetual bondage. All this fearftil 
course of wickedness has been prosecuted to meet the vehement 
demand of American planters for this species of property, without 
any feeling of shame at being thua the wholesale resetters of the 
most barbarous and cruel roboery ever perpetrated under the sun. 
Nor could such exceptions of partial humanity to the slave, though 
they were multiplied a thousand times, do anything to cancel the 
guilt contracted, at their indirect instigation, by the inhuman cruel- 
fies and countless murders of what is known as "the middle pas- 
sage.'** Tea, such exceptions are utterly powerless to make a 

* The following graphic description of the condition in which the Africans were 
kept in a slave ship, as given by an eye-witness, Mr. R. Walsh, quoted in the Popular 
Encyclopedia^ is only one example of thousands ; and were not t}ie facts indubitable, 
and admitting of the most ample corroboration, it might be deemed incredible that 
men could be found capable of thus treating human beings with more than brutish 
cruelty : — << She (the vessel which had been seized by a British man-of-war, in which Mr. 
Walsh was a passenger) had taken in, on the coast of Africa, 336 males and 226 fe- 
males, making in all 562, and had been out seventeen days, during which she had 
thrown overboard fifty-five. The slaves were all enclosed under grated hatchways, 
between decks.- The space was so low, that they sat between each other's legs, and 
stowed so cio^b together, that there was no possibility of their lying down, or at all 
changing their position, by night or day. As they belonged to, and were shipped on 
account of different individuals, they were aU branded, like sheep, with the owners' 
marks, of different forms. These were impressed under their breasts, or on their arms, 
and, as the mate informed me, with perfect indifference, ^^queimadoa pelo ferro quenio — 
burnt with red-hot iron." Over the hatchway stood a ferocious-looking fellow, with a 
scourge of many-twisted thongs in his hand, who was the slave-driver of the ship ; 
and whenever he heard the slightest noise below, he shook it over them, and seemed 
eager to exercise it. As soon as the poor creatures saw us looking down at them, 
their dark and melancholy visages brightened up. They perceived something of sym- 
pathy and kindness in our looks, which they had not been accustomed to, and feeling 
instinctively that we were friends, they immediately began to shout and clap their 
hands. One or two had picked up a few Portuguese words, and cried out, '''^Viva! 
viva /" The women were particularly excited. They all held up their arms ; and when 
we bent down and shook hands with them, they could not contain their delight ; they 
endeavored to scramble upon their knees, stretching up to kiss our hands ; and we 
understood that they knew we were come to liberate them. Some, however, hung down 
their heads in apparently hopeless dejection ; some were greatly emaciated, and some, 
particularly children, seemed dying. But the circumstance which struck us most 
forcibly was. how it was possible for such a number of human beings to exist, packed 
up and wedged together as tight as they could cram, in low cells, three feet high, the 
greater part of which, except that immediately under the grated hatchways, was shut 
out from light or air, and this when the thermometer, exposed to the open sky, was 
standing in the shade, on our deck, at 89°. The space between decks was divided into 
two compartments, three feet three inches high ; the size of one was sixteen feet by 
eighteen, and of the other forty by twenty-one ; into the first were crammed the women 
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shadow of atonement for the nnmberlesa outrages done to the 
divine law, in so many forms, in the treatment to which the slaves 
were subjected at home under the eye and with the direct counte- 
nance, if not by the very bands of their masters. In numberless 
instances, rational, intelligent men and women, the equals of their 
oppressors in the sight of God, with whom- there is no respect of 
persons, and in most cases perhaps, in God's judgment, their su- 
periors, were dealt with and treated as so many cattle, utterly de- 
nie4 the dearest and most sacred rights of human beings. More- 
over, it is difficult to see how this immense accumulation of guilt 
can be balanced by the Northern manumission of the slaves as a 
mere " war measure,'* in order thereby to weaken the hands of 
the Confederates, or by an emancipation act on the part of 
the Confederate States, passed not as the fruit of repentance, in 
justice to the slave, but from dire necessity, under the pressure of 
the extremities to which they may come to be reduced. There has 
already been terrible retribution exacted for the countless deeds of 
Heaven-daring wrong which have been committed by the abettors 
of slavery, in the command which God has given to the sword to 
be bathed in blood during the past four years of civil war on such 
an extended scale. It has been estimated that already some ten 
hundred thousand have perished in this appalling calamity. What 
a thrill of anguish must the fall of so many have diflEiised in the 
hearts of millions of dear and loving relations throughout the va- 
rious States ! 

Registers, though imperfect, have been kept by man of those 
who have fallen in battle, or have perished through other causes, 
in connection with this war. But no human register contains a 
list of those who have perished through the cruelties and fiendish 

and girls ; into the second the men and bojs ; 226 fellow creatures were thus thrust 
into one space 288 feet square, and 336 into another space 800 feet square, giving to 
the whole an average of twentj-three inches, and to each of the women not more than 
thirteen inches, though many of them were pregnant. We also found manacles and 
fetters of different kinds ; but it appears that thej bad all been taken off before we 
boarded. The heat of these horrid places was so great, and the odor so offensive, that 
it was quite impossible to enter them, even had there been room. They were measured, 
as above, when the slaves had left them. The officers insisted that the poor suffering 
creatures should be admitted on deck, to get air and water. This was opposed bj the 
mate of the slaver, who, from a feeling that thej deserved it, declared they would 
murder them all. The officers, however, persisted, and the poor beings were all turned 
up together. It is impossible to conceive tne effect of this eruption — 507 fellow-crea- 
tures, of all ages and sexes, some children, some adults, some old men and women, all 
in a state of total nudity, scrambling out together to taste the luxury of a little fresh 
air and water. They came swarming up, like bees from the aperture of a hive, till the 
whole deck was crowded to suffocation, from stem to stern ; so that it was impossible 
to imagine where they could have all come from, or how they could all have been 
stowed away. On looking into the place where they had been crammed, there were 
found some children next the sides of the ship, in the places most remote for light or 
•Ir ; they were lying nearly in a torpid state, after the rest had turned dut. The little 
creatures seemed indifferent as to life or death ; and when they were carried on deck, 
many of them could not stand. After enjoying, for a short time, the unusual luxury 
of air, some water was brought \ it was then that the extent of their sufferings was ex- 
^ posed in a fearful manner. They all rushed like maniacs toward it. No entreaties, 
or threats, or blows, could restrain them ; they shrieked and struggled, and fought 
with one another, for a drop of this precious liquid, as if they grew rabid at the sight 
of it.'* 
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deeds of wicikedness inseparable from slavery and the slave-trade. 
A perfect register of all, however, has been written in heaven. 
All these merciless deeds of wrong have been committed under the 
eye of the Supreme Judge and Avenger, and ©ne standing law of 
His administration is, to render to every man according to his 
works. Though the wrongs done can never be numbered by man, 
they have all been not only numbered, but also thoroughly weighed 
in heaven ; and if nations who Aave sanctioned these crimes, and 
have been enriched by their results, continue impenitent, may not 
the righteous Judge of all the earth, demand, as an atonement of 
its kind, stripe for stripe, and life for life?* Men themselves be- 
ing judges, this would be unspeakably more equitable than the 
. horrible deed of retribution perpetrated on the Virginian soil, the 
record of which is on high, and will not be soon forgotten on earth, 
when some six individuals were put to death in retaliation for the 
slaughter of one officer by an unknown agent — a deed which they 
had no power to prevent, and of which they might be, and most 
likely were in all respects, as innocent as the man of power, at 
whose arbitrary order they were mercilessly executed. 

None perhaps have a more vivid perception, or at least think 
they have a more vivid perception, of the value of liberty, than the 
American people. Hence the oceans of blood which they are 
prepared to expend rather than submit to what they esteem a re- 
striction of their political liberty. How must this rise in the 
judgment and condemn them for depriving so many millions of 
harmless, unoffending Africans of their personal freedom, andsuh- 
jecting them to such cruel bondage ! 

The hand of a just and holy God, in the infliction of this calam- 
ity, is strikingly indicated in some of the particular ways and 
forms in which it has been and is being meted out. 

Was it an inordinate thirst for gain, for the accumulation of 
what has been profanely called the ''Almighty dollar," which had 
a chief influence in instigating to the commission and legal sanc- 
tion of crimes of the most revolting kind on a scale so gigantic? 
One effect of this war is to exhaust the financial resources of the 
nation in a degree and form of which we have no previous prece- 
dent. Never in the past history of our world did a nation contract 
such an immense amount of debt, threatening actual bankruptcy, 
in so short a space of time. Never, so far as we know, did the 
currency of a nation undergo such depreciation, deranging all 
branches of trade at home as well as abroad. And may not the 
prevalence of fraud to an enormous extent be also a retribution of 
the long continuance of legalized robbery of the worst kind in 

* The Edinturgh Daily Review of March 15th states, that *'Aii American paper esti- 
mates that 20,000,000 human beings have lived and died slaves in the United States 
from the time that the latter became a nation to the present time." This we are satis- 
fied is rather an under than an over estimate of the number. Let then to this be 
added the millions of whose suflFerings and death slavery has been the occasion, iz|^ 
Africa and on the ocean, and let the whole be multiplied by the number of wrongs 
done to each, and how tremendous must the aggregate be, and how enormous the 
amount of social guilt contracted! 
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upholding the slave system ? As the Israelites, in obedience to 
the command of Qod, spoiled the Egyptians of the wealth heaped 
up by the oppression and wrong to which they were subjected, by 
this war the United States, North and South, are being spoiled, as 
in a moment, of the riches which have been accumulated by sub- 
jecting the unoffending African race, in vast numbers to the eur 
durance of anguish and pain, by robbing them of their Heaven- 
bestowed birthright, personal liberty, and thus depriving them of 
what, next to life, is dearest to man, as well as of life itself, to an 
extent which is known only to Him to whom " all things are naked 
and open.*' 

Again, was the powerful and wealthy State of Virginia a chief 
transgressor in the slave traffic, being known, in the nomenclature 
which the system of slavery has originated, as a slave-breeding 
State, from wijose nurseries of slavedom some 20,000 of human 
beings were annually sent forth in droves, as so many cattle, to be 
^ put to the hammer and sold to the highest bidder in the Southern 
slave-markets ? Were the riches of the Virginian slaveholders so 
mightily increased by this lucrative traffic, th*t it was scarcely 
necessary for them to set any limit to the costly furniture 'and the 
varied luxuries with which their lordly mansions were replenished? 
Not satisfied with the abundance of the good things of this life 
which they already possessed, in one of the choicest regions in 
which men could be located on this earth's surface, and the reve- 
nues drawn from other sources, did the Virginians in particular, 
through an insatiable thirst for gold, persevere for generations in 
pursuing this cruel and inhuman traffic ? And was this shameful 
source of gain in its most flourishing condition, through the de- 
rangement of the foreign slave trade by the measures which 
Britain had adopted to put this down, in consequence of which the 
value of the slaves reared in Virginia and sent thence to the South 
for'sale in its markets, was greatly enhanced, and had the revenues 
of thisiState, from this lucrative branch of trade, reached the very 
acme of prosperity in 1860 ? Not only did the fearful war break 
out at this very crisis, but by the special ordering and appointment 
of God, Virginia became the seat of the conflict, and tjie battle- 
field in which, the bloodiest battles of the whole war have been 
fought, so that its plains have been literally drenched with blood. 
Its fertile fields have had desolation written on them, and the 
countless stately and gorgeously-replenished mansions with which 
this beautiful country was studded over, have been stripped of 
their grandeur and emptied of their riches, whilst the inmates 
were either driven out or subjected to grievous hardships and priva- 
tions, as well as exposed to dreadful perils. Can it be believed 
that it was by chance that all this happened ? No, verily. The 
arm of the righteous Judge mad,e bare was here, avenging the 
terrible wrongs done to the helpless and the innocent Africans. 
-. Further, was New Orleans the grand entrepot of the foreign 
slave trade, whence thousand of dreadfully-wronged negroes, after 
being sold as so many chattels in its markets, were spread over the 
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Southern States, to be exposed, at the caprice and will of hanghiy 
masters, to the endurance of oppressions and to be subjected to 
outrages more intolerable than those of Egj^pt, without any pros^ 
pect of deliverance, except by death ? In this city, the great mart 
of slave traffic, the horrors of this war were realized in all their 
bitterness at a very early date, and its inhabitants continue under 
the sway of the conquering but hated foe. 

Finally, were the Confederate States, and cities in general, more 
actively involved in the guilt of slavery, and more immediately 
enriched by the oppression and degradation of the African race? 
Did the so-called owners of this species of property become pos- 
sessors of great wealth by the prosecution of a very lucrative for- 
eign as well as home traffic, the materials of which were tumished 
by the immense and valuable produce of slave labor ? Had they 
thus become, like the men of Tyre of old, merchant princes ? It 
is throughout the Southern States that the direful effects of this war 
have been most extensively experienced in manifold forms. It is , 
these States, evidently, who have had to drink most deeply of the 
cup of ^ivine wrath. If the numbers of the Northern armies who 
have fellen in battle exceed those of the South, the armies of the 
North* have been extensively replenished by foreign mercenaries 
and immigrants, while the armies of the South have had their 
ranks almost exclusively tilled by natives of the several States, of 
every class. Though the North has been impoverished to a large 
extent by this war, the process has not touched their resources in 
the same direct way as it had to be endured in the South. The 
ravages of the war have been but partially felt within their own 
borders by the Northern States, compared with those of the South. 
The North has not had extensively to destroy their own property 
to prevent its falling into the hands of the enemy, as the South has 
been doing. In the Confederate States, the men of wealth, after 
voluntarily impoverishing themselves to meet the pressing exigen- 
cies of their vast armies in a way of which the North has had no- 
experience, are now being spoiled of the remainder of their pro- 

Eerty and comforts by the ravages of invading armies, while they 
ave all along been in a great degree excluded from all foreign 
suppplies, to which the North had free access. 

It is a remarkable fact, also, that throughout this war, except on 
a small scale in the North, the slaves. North and South, have been 
the only parties exempted from the ravages of this destructive war. 
Though innocently the grand occasion of it, in the procuring of it 
they had no share, and they have not been called to take part in 
its prosecution. Amidst all their straits, the Confederate States 
have not, till recently, been permitted to adopt measures for arm- 
ing the slave population, and involving them in this bloody strife. 
It is worthy of being specially marked, also, that it has not been till 
the North adopted the manumission of the whole slave population, 
as an express and essential condition of peace with the South, 
that the tide of success in this war has set in decidedly in their 
favor. So long as this policy was employed merely aa a" war mea- 
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sure, and enconTagettient eiven for the restoration of peace with 
the Soirth, without the abolition of slavery, the bal^tice of success 
in the battle-field stood very nearly in a state of equipoise between 
the contending parties, though in the circumstances the effects 
have necessarily been most disastrous to the Confederate States 
with their more limited resourefes. > 

Prom what is stated above, however imperfectly, it is manifest, 
that the mighty hand of a just and holy God has been lifted high 
against the Southern States in particular, but not againet them 
only. The Lord has had a controversy with the Northern States 
also, for conniving at, endeavoring to palliate, and in their laws 
and administration at least giving active countenance and support 
to, the continuance of a system of the most fearful wickedness 
and wrong ever witnessed on so large a scale in our fallen world, 
and that too under the light of the gospel. 

Accordingly, in the past history of this dreadfufl war the hand 
of God has been lifted high against the North as well as the South, 
especially in a tremendous expenditure of life, spreading an almost 
unheard of extent of mourning over the several States, because 
of beloved husbands and sons, brothers and other relations who 
are noi^ in consequence of the carnage of this war. The South, 
though the weaker party, and laboring under great disadvantages, 
has been so nerved and strenfftheued by the great Arbiter as to be 
made a very weighty rod in His hand for the sore correction of the 
North, and a much more powerful and destructive instrument of 
vengeance than had been anticipated. But God*s uplifted hand is 
only dimly seen, and the justice of the controversy only partially 
acknowledged, by the one party or the other. Repentance toward 
God is sadly lacking, nor is there any general turning to the hand 
that smiteth. Hence it is that God has not yet said to the destroy- 
ing angel, It is enough, stay thine hand ; but is rather giving cause 
for the use of the same language addressed of old to ancient Israel, 
after having suffered much from the effects of God's riffhteous 
judgment — '* For all this his anger is not turned away, but his 
hand is stretched out still." (Is. 5 : 25.) 

In presenting this war in the aspect of a divine judsnient, it is 
very far from being our design to add to the grief of those whom 
God has already wounded sore. It has been thus imperfectly at- 
tempted, from a conviction that this view of the heart-rending 
dispensation has been greatly wanting, not only by the suffering 
parties, but also by the countless spectators over the world of this 
bloody tragedy — a conviction which we doubt not is shared in by 
many of the excellent of the earth in the American States. Oh that 
we, and many others, were enabled by grace to desire and pray 
more earnestly, that the eyes of this mighty people may be opened 
to see clearly God's uplifted arm, that they may be made to stand 
in awe of Mis majesty, and truly to humble themselves under his 
mighty hand ! This would be a sign that the blessing of God was 
descending along with his heavy rod, and that these sore stripes 
were being inflicted, not to destroy but to reform, and make that 
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pfeopl# yet a blessing in the earth.* It is a favorable symptom that 
the Federals have at last come to see that slavery is an evil which 
ought no longer to exist within their borders. And it must be 
satisfactory to those small sections of the church who have all 
along protested against it, and refused to have any fellowship with 
the accursed thing, while on this very account they were reproached 
even by Christians and Christian churches as narrow-minded and 
incapable of taking large and 'Miberal** views of things, that this 
judgment has opened the eyes of the masses to see this iniquity as 
i/iC}; had all alon^ done. 

We must defer at present the discussion of the second branch of 
this subject— "The War in the United States a Beacon of Warn- 
ing.'* Though the war should have ceased, as we hope it may, 
before our subsequent issue, this view of it will not be unseason- 
able. It will still be fraught with solemn warning to other guilty 
nations, to Britain in particular, and to the United States them- 
selves, the voice of which all would do well to hear and lay to 
heart. — Original Secession Magazine. 



EDITOBlAl GORBESPONDBNGE — LETTER I. 

Belfast, July 1st, 1865. 

I LEFT New York, June 10th, 1865, in the Helvetia, a fine iron 
steamer of ample dimensions, belonging to the National Steam 
Navigation Company. This is a new line made up of a large 
number of steamers, many of which were originally designed for 
the New Orleans and Liverpool traffic ; but being badly adapted 
for that purpose, owing to too great draft, have been transferred 
to the great port of New York. The ship hauled out of dock at 
lOJ, A. M., under a cloudy sky, threatening a rainy opening of 
our voyage. These unfavorable appearances had, however, ceased, 
when at 1, P. M., we had received our full complement of passen- 
gers, and began to move on over the restless sea to the " Old 
World." The narrow confines of the harbor, with its bar, were 
soon safely passed — our ship drawing 22J feet. We grazed close 
by the great fort, etill unfinished, on the extremity of Sandy Hook. 
We were now facing the illimitable ocean on the east, dismissed 
our pilot, who danced in his trim little boat to the rapid little 

* Since this was in type, we are glad to find the following sentiments, as if in an- 
swer to the prayer, in th6 concluding part of President Lincoln's telegraphed speech: 

* ^Fondly do we hope^ fervently do we pray^ that this mighty scourge of war may speedily 
pass away. Yet^ if it be God's wUl that it continue until the wealth piled by bondsmen by 
250 years* unrequited toil shall be sunk, and until every drop of blood drawn with the lash 
shall be paid by another drawn with the sword, as was said three thousand years agOy so 
still it must be said, that the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether." 

May the spirit of these lines be made speedily to pervade the North and the South. 
The whole speech has reached us to-day, and is characterized by the same tone. This is 
a token for good, and we hope will be extensively re-echoed over the United States. 
If so, we will expect the war to be speedily ended. 
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schooner, which shund iio winter's, much less summer's gale, but 
does her work in calm or storm, by day or by night, in providing 
safe guides to those who '^go to sea in ships.*' We cast many a 
lingering look upon our fast receding native shores. We then — 
what then ? — we know exactly what in the case of some ; but why 
renew the story of unmitigable, penetrating, confounding, heart- 
sickness, and as to what the thing is, I cannot pronounce, where 
so many have been at fault. That it is incomparably nauseating, 
filling the sufferer with all degrees of disgust with his surround- 
ings, especially with the rich viands of which his more fortunate 
companion's partake with increased zest ; that there are offered 
with equal confidence, for its cure, all kinds of contraries, and that 
they all fail in each one's own particular case, are facts equally 
well known to all properly experienced sea-going parties. As to 
the remedies, perhaps none others avail as much as mounting the 
deck, and remaining there persistently. This, with taking some 
substantial food, whether inclined towards it or not, holds out the 
best promise of an early alleviation of the woes of sea-sickness. 

Monday and Tuesday, saw a large proportion of our passengers 
on deck, relieved by the slightness of the swell, and tempted by 
the brightness of the latter day. • But venturing to the table was 
another matter by far. Some on deck nearly every day, were 
scarcely ever at meak, and a few appeared only in rare instances 
on deck during the entire voyage. Finally, on this topic, so inter- 
esting at sea, some escaped the infection altogether ; many readily 
recover their lost balance; some are visited at every visit on ship- 
board, and nearly all the sick are improved in health by the ordeal 
through which they pass ; a few — the writer among them — unques- 
tionably harmed. 

A little observation on board revealed, in the course of a day or 
two, an apparently agreeable, pleasant company of passengers. 
It was found that we had no less than eight ministers of the gos- 
pel ; amon^ them four D. D's., and three Professors of Theology. 
Of the ministers, five were connected with the Presbyterian 
Church, (0. S.), two with the German Keformed, and one with 
the Reformed Presbyterian. All were evangelical in doctrine. 
There were some physicians in the company, and quite a number 
of professing Christians on our list. In fact a more agreeable 
company has rarely crossed the ocean together, and out of our 
compagnons da voyage, it was very* easy and most delightful to find 
an edifying and highly social circle. Of course there were some 
religious exercises ; none however for three days. That time was 
required for the adjustment of matters touched upon in our pre- 
ceding paragraph. This finished, family worship was commenced 
on Wednesday the 14th, and, with the exception of one day's in- 
terruption, owing to high winds, was continued daily utitilthe end 
of our voyage. I must say, however, that the attendance was not 
full, but always respectful. We had the hearty consent of Captain 
Prowse. On Saibbath, the 18th, I was bound fast to my berth by 
the steady subsiding of a moderate gale bj which we were visited 
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on Friday evening, and which continued until Saturday midni^t. 
Those who could, attended the worship that day, which I should 
have said was always held at 2^, P. M. 

The sea is varied, but yet monotonous. Its grand features are 
ever unvaiying; its defined horizon, its constant roll in calm and 
in storm, its deep ffreen or dark blue depths, its ripple by the 
steamer's sides and bows, its flashing light, when darkness settles 
on the deep. It varies with the winds and the cloudB, with the 
sunshine, and the howling and dismal tempest. Its waves have aa 
endless play, a^ the winds drive their masses or whiten its surface 
with their '' wanes.'' But great as it is, it is sui|>asse!d as an object 
of vision by the grand prairie of Illinois, with its unbounded ho- 
rizon, its various hues, its rolling surface, and its successive objects 
o£ interest, as they come upon me spectator, as he rolla along in a 
rail road car. 

There is life above the ocean, as well as beneath it, amd one of 
the very few occupations of the voyaffer is to observe its manifest- 
ations. The spouting of a whale, which is not an unfrequent ap- 
pearance, is a sight that attracts the earnest attention of the list- 
less company. The sea-gulls, as they move on steady untiring 
wing, and the mysterious "stormy petrel," or "Mother Gary's 
chickens," which follow the ship's pathway, wherever she tracks 
the great ocean, are noticed again and again with at least a pass- 
ing remark. 

One of the burdens borne by travelers on the deep is want of 
occupation. Ho^e habits are broken up for the time, and no 
others substituted. Few, especially such as are at all touched by 
sea-sickness, are inclined, or even able to read, except occasionally. 
With a good company there is conversation ; in fine weather vari- 
ous amusements are resorted to by many on board, and I am sorry 
to say, cards are at times among them. The curious inspect the 
ship, learn her structure, and keep an eye upon her officers and 
crew ; and lastly, the healthy till up the hours of the day — not a 
few of them — by breakfast at 8J, A. M., lunch at 12, M., dinner at 
4, P. M., and tea at 7, P. M. The evenings, when the weather 
permitted, were passed on deck, particularly after reaching the 
more northern latitudes, with their protracted twilight. At other 
times the passengers gathered in the saloon, and reading and so^ 
forth, occupied the hours until the berth called us to rest for the 
night. Our voyage was a very pleasant and perhaps an exception^ 
one in one respect — after the first evening out, I did not hear an 
oath from officers, crew or passengers. The oflicers were quiet, 
affable men, very communicative, and extremely kind. In all 
these qualities the captain is unexcelled. I did not hear from him 
or any of his subordinates a loud or angry word. Everything 
moved on with a silent efficiency, almost incomprehensible to the 
uninitiated. 

Nowhere is man's dependence upon the safe-keeping of the 
Lord our Saviour felt more plainly and constantly than at sea — an 
isolated company, everywhere around^ the sea> the restless sea, 
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rising and swelling with the winds, and subsiding with the calm^ 
— the almost fathomless ocean below, but one single plate of iron 
separating us from its awful depths — ^how sensibly we feel that 
there is but one hand that can protect us, and how happy the 
thought that in that hand we may rest as safely as if enclosed in 
impregnable mail. , 

We were borne safely. As we neared the shore, as every day's 
progress — now more satisfactory — diminished the distance between 
us and our desired haven, all felt the exhilarating influence ; faces 
assumed a more cheerful aspect ; and plans were disclosed, perhaps 
re-adjusted ; and regrets began to arise that the friends whom we 
had made during the voyage must now be left, and these near re- 
lations cease, in all probability, except in memory, for ever. We 
had been a social company, among them were some old and tried 
friends, others new but "well attested, and attractive ; we must 
leave them, and each man pursue a separate pathway of business 
or pleasure. 

We saw land in the early morning of Friday, June 23d. Our 
voyage was thirteen days to Queenstown. The ship is not fast, 
and we had encountered a pretty large share of head winds. The 
first land we saw was the mountains in tl^e south-west corner of 
Ireland. Until 2, P. M., we sailed along in full sight of the coast 
It was a new kind of landscape to those who had for the first time 
crossed the ocean. The shore was mostly abrupt, with mountain 
tops visible in the distance. An occasional opening gave a partial 
view of the valley between them. Now and then a hamlet was 
seen upon some low coast, or on the acclivity of a hill. Some re- 
mains of ancient edifices called for a second iook« The fields, 
small, but covered with their various products, and clad in " eme- 
rald," filled up the scene in a manner most grateful to the eye. 

At 2, P. M., we reached Queenstx>wn — 61 miles east of Cape 
Clear. It is the harbor of Cork, and was formerly called the 
Cove of Cork, at the mouth of the river Lee. The harbor view 
is highly attractive. Strong forts, occupying elevated positions, 
grace the entrance to the harbor, and then the port expands, and 
the surface of the countrjr is seen extending many miles into the 
interior. The sea was quite calm, a happy circumstance for us, as 
we left the ship in a very small tug, in which we were carried to 
the quay, and now, through God, we are safe on Irish soil. What 
I saw and heard I purpose to recount hereafter. J. M. W, 



ADDEBSI ON THE DUTY OP 1NGBBA81N0 TIE HINISTRT. 

At the late meeting of Synod a resolution was adopted directing 
the Professors to prepare and publish an appeal enjoining the duty 
of young men devoting themselves to the ministry. In fulfilling 
this appointment, the following considerations are presented, to 
which the earnest attention of parents and young men is invited : 
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There is at the present time, a great disproportion between the 
number of available laborers and the demand for oidinances. Our 
unsettled congre^ratiotis and missionary stations receive scarcely 
half the supply lor which they are calling. There is besides, the 
vast territory in the West and JS'orth- West which should be explored, 
and Covenanters and others friendly to our Testimony, sought and 
supplied with the bread of life. The suppression of the rebellion 
has thrown open the lately seceded States with their, millions of 
uneducated whites and blacks, as a most promising field of mis- 
sionary labor. And in addition, such a change has been produced 
on the n^inds of men throughout the country in regard to the duty 
of the nation to recognize Christ and his law, that they are pre- 
pared to receive the truth on these points which before they op- 
posed and scorned. The fields are white for the reapers. ** The 
harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few." 

Brethren in the testimony of Jesus ! hear us while we speak to 
you. It cannot have escaped your notice, that for several success- 
ive sessions of the Theological Seminary there has been a grow- 
ing diminution of the number of students. At tlfe close of the 
last session there was but one licensed, and there is not now one 
student of the fourth year, and of course not one, according to 
the rules of the Seminary, to be licensed next spring. This, we 
belitjvc, is the first instance of this kind since the Seminary was or- 
ganized.' However, in part, this scantiness of students may be ac- 
counted for by the excitement of the war and the demand made on 
young men to enter the drmy, yet the main cauee we are convinced 
must be sought elsewhere. What we propose now is to endeavor 
to discover it and direct to the means for its removal. 

First. — The labors of ministers of the Word are inadequately 
requited. We would not propose the acquisition of wealth as a 
motive for '^desiring the oflice of a bishop." We believe Christ 
never designed that his servants should get rich by preaching the 
gospel. But we know that he did design and ordain "that they 
who preach the gospel should live of the gospel.'* (1 Cor. 9:14.) 
And this is not to be a bare subsistence, but such a supply of tem- 
poral things as will keep them from worldly anxieties. Now this 
is not the case with the greater part of our ministers. Life to 
them is a struggle to keep out of debt and maintain their families 
with even an ordinary measure of comfort and respectability. Nor 
can they, like persons engaged in any other calling, seek some 
more profitable business, nor even change their location, without 
subjecting themselves to the imputation of mercenary motives. 

Thi-s being the case, it requires more than a common share of 
grace to determine young men to turn away from the many avenues 
to wealth that lie open before them, and choose a profession that 
with the highest responsibility presents none of those attractions 
which have so powerful an influence on the human mind. And 
hence we find that a large proportion of the sons of Covenanter 
parents, who have been educated with a view to the ministry, 
when they leave college, choose the profession of medicine, or law, 
or some other secular empioymexit. 
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It is easy to say, that young men who are deterred froni engaff« 
ing in the ministry by the trials incident to it, would be of no ad- 
vantage to the church — that she is better without them. This may 
be so ; but it furnishes no excuse to congregations for laying the 
obstacles in their way over which they stumble and fall. The fact 
that a man who, overcome by temptation, forsakes the church, is 
shown to be a hypocrite, is no justification of the conduct of those 
who placed the temptation before him. " Woe be to the man by 
whom the offense cometh." 

We are not prepared to admit, however, that all students who 
choose other callings from the consideration of the inadequate sup- 
port given to the ministry, are mere mercenaries who are ''seeking 
their' gain from their quarter." Who knows how long the conflict 
may have been between faith and sense, before sense prevailed ? 
And in the case of those who finally decide to serve Christ and 
leave their worldly interests in his hand, there are, as some of 
them well know, sore trials, before the decision is made. Their 
choice is not only not influenced by worldly considerations, but in 
opposition to them. 

The removal of this cause of a scant supply of ministers is with 
congregations. Let them give their pastors an adequate support. 
The amount of injustice that is done by withholding this is almost 
appalling. Let us exhibit it by a supposed case. 

Imagine a vacancy consisting of twelve families. They propose 
to give three hundred dollars per year for the whole time of a 
pastor. Now assuming that six hundred dollars per year is the 
very least that a family can subsist on, they expect him to pay half 
of his own salary. That is, they will give twenty-five dollars each 
for the services of a pastor, and he will have to give three hundred 
dollars for rendering these services. And then what makes the 
case, if possible, worse, he is a young man beginning the world, 
while they are most of them at least in easy circumstances, out of 
debt, and adding yearly to their wealth. This is no overstrained, 
supposition. We know cases of which it is in all the main fea- 
tures the counterpart. Let pastors be supported by the people, and 
not be left to drag out their lives in poverty, or to labor in some 
secular calling ; and one great hindrance to the increase of the 
ministry will be removed. 

Second. — Parents fail to realize that their children are the pro- 
perty of the Lord. This is a sore evil, and its effects are seen in 
not only the scantiness of the ministry, but in the fewness of the 
membership of the church. What parents realize that when a 
child is born to them, they are made the recipients of an important 
trust, committed to them of God ? While there is no want of 
care for the outward welfare of the little one, the fact that it is an 
immortal being, born in sin, and in a state of spiritual death, is in 
a great measure overlooked. And in the case of sons, what parent 
reflects that Christ has the first and strongest claim on these to 
serve him as his ambassadors ? Hence it is, that we fear there are 
now-a days but few cases of dedication of sons from their birth to 
18 
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the ministry — few Elkanahs and Hannahs to give their Samnels to 
the Lord, all the days of their life. That this is so, we infer from 
the fact that the instances are very few where parents evince any 
desire to give their sons anything more than an ordinary education 
to fit them for some secular calling. 

The reason of this may he found, in a great measure, in the 
cause last presented above — the absence of any worldly induce- 
ment to enter the ministry. Parents begin, almost with the birth 
of their children, to lay out plans for their future condition in this 
world. And this is often the subject of conversation in their 
children's presence, after they are capable of giving attention and 
receiving impressions. The various secular callings are spoken of, 
and their respective facilities for acquiring wealth are pointed out 
With their minds thus occupied, is it likely that they would think 
seriously of the ministry as a calling for any of their sons, or that 

• 8uch a thought would spring up in the minds of boys, amidst such 
surroundings? 

We have merely referred to this evil, and now urge its removal. 
Parents ! when God gives you offspring, he says to you, " These 
children are my children." His right to them you recognize when 
you dedicate them to him in baptism. When he gives you sons, 
you should assume that he designs them for his service and glory. 
To him you should devote them, to be employed in whatever way 
he may direct. ' Every male child of Christian parents should be 
offered to God for the ministry, from his birth. If God accepts 
the offer he will signify it by giving him capacity and inclination 
for the work. There is some semblance of truth, we admit, in the 
oft repeated sentiment that children should not be trained up for 
the ministry as for a trade or calling. As it is generally under- 
stood, however, it is a mischievous error. Children should be 
taught from early infancy that the Lord hath need of them, and 
that they should diligently inquire in what part of his service it is 

, his will to employ them. And boys should be often told that the 
ministry is a calling worthy of their highest aspirations, and that 
if God has given them talents to serve him in that office it is at 
their peril to prostitute them to any other use. Let parents, in the 
fear of God, ponder these things, and let young men of talents 
and piety spurn the world's gilded offers, and enter Christ's service, 
cheered by the assurance that "they who turn many to righteous- 
ness, shall shine as the brightness of the firmament, for ever and 
ever.*' 

Third. — The want of frequent and believing prayer to God that 
he would increase the ministry. This is the more to be wondered 
at as it is a plain neglect of a command of Christ, "Pray ye 
therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth laborers 
into his harvest." Whether this be from want of concern in the 
matter, or from faithlessness in the efficiency of prayer, it is most 
reprehensible. That there is but little prayer on this subject, is a 
humbling truth. And it is to be feared that until this cause of a 
scant ministry be corrected^ nothing will be done to remove the. 
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others. So long as people omit to pray for an increase of minis- 
ters, so long they will fail to remove discouragements by amply 
supporting the gospel, and to exert themselves to influence the 
youth to devote themselves to God. 

Let this state of things continue no longer. Go to the throne 
of grace, and cry earnestly to God that he would, as he has prom- 
ised, " Set watchmen on the walls of Zion, who will not hold 
their peace nor give him rest day nor night till he eeftablish and 
till he make Jerusalem a praise in the earth." 

Fathers and mothers ! ponder well the subject that we have set 
before you. God has given you children and you have prized the 
gifts, but in a great measure you have forgotten what is due to the 
giver. Had you done your whole duty, both in regard to support 
ministers in the service of Christ — in urging on the attention of 
your sons the duty and privilege of serving Christ — in earnest 
prayer to the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into his harvest, 
the fields that are now whitening for' the sickle would have been 
reaped, and the precious grain, instead of falling to the ground and 
perishing, would have been laid up in the garner of the husband- 
man. It is not too late. Begin now, and by your earnestness 
and zeal in this matter make up for past remissness. 

Young men ! you are the hope of the Church. Shall that hope 
be disappointed ? Christ is saying to you in his providence and 
in his word, as to Isaiah of old, "Whom shall I send, and who 
will go for us." Are there not some to whom God has given 
talents and fitness for the work, but who have hitherto been un- 
determined, who will say with the devoted prophet, " Here am I, 
send me?" Some of you, in response to the call of the country, 
have taken your place m her army, and exposed your lives in the 
high places of the field ; will you refuse to respond to the call of 
Christ to enlist in a more honorable service, with the assurance of 
a more glorious reward ? Be not allured by the fascination of 
pleasure, gain or worldly honor. Fill up the ranks ^in Christ's 
army, that you may, under him, gain the victory, and receive his 
most gracious approval when the conflict is ended. To those who 
faithfully use the talents entrusted to them, he will say in the 
great day, " Well done, good and faithful servants, enter into the 
joy of your Lord." 

«* We have written unto you, fathers, because you have known 
him that is from the beginning. We have written unto you, young 
men, because ye are strong, and the word of God abideth in you, 
and ye have overcome the wicked one." "Consider what we say, 
and the Lord give you understanding in all things." T. S. 

N. B. Owing to the absence of Prof. Willson in Europe, the aboye could not be 8u)>- 
mitted to him. 



THE iSSOGlATI 8TN0D ON POLITICAL REFOBH. 

This body, at its late meeting, has given a deliverance on the 
amendments of the Constitution. The substance of their utterance 
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is an approval of the first amendment in the formula prepared by 
the convention in Allegheny, and a disapproval of the second and 
third. Thoy hold that the principle that "there is a moral ffoVer- 
nor of the universe, and that we are accountable to him, should 
be clearly stated in the organic law of the land," and that '* there 
should be an express and distinct acknowledgment of God in the 
Constitution." 

With regard to the acknowledgment of Christ, and the declara- 
tion that " the Scriptures should be the supreme law of the land," 
they demur, on the ground that "no doctrine purely of supernatu- 
ral revelation should be embodied in the Constitution." If this is 
true, then the first is no less objectionable than the other two. 
The doctrine of our accountability to the moral governor is purely 
of divine revelation. This difl^ers altogether from " the belief ia 
some god," to which men hold themselves acountable, without 
which, the Synod tells us, " no nation ever existed." Would the 
Synod be satisfied with the recognition of the "some god" of the 
heathen, in the Constitution ? This is all the kind of supreme 
ruler or moral governor the knowledge of which "lies within 
the compass of natural principles." Our friends, on their own 
ground, must yield the first amendment as well as the others. 

We confess the reading of the following both surprised and 
grieved us. " The magistrate having not the prerogative of au- 
thoritatively interpreting it (the Word of God), which exclusively 
belongs to the church, we cannot sanction the third amendment, 
making the Scriptures the supreme law of the land." 

If by " authoritatively interpreting the Word of God," be meant 
the right to impose on the consciences of men any human exposi- 
tion of the Scriptures, we deny it alike to minister and magistrate. 
This right is claimed alone by the Romish Church. Ministers 
have the right, and it is their official work, to expound and apply 
the Word of God. Individuals have the right to study the Word 
of God that they may know what it requires of them. Magis- 
trates have the right to learn from the Word of God how to per- 
form their duties. From it legislators should learn how to legis- 
late, and judges how to judge. We presume the Synod will agree 
with us in these positions, and yet they object to a declaration in 
the Constitution that "the Scriptures are the supreme law of the 
land." 

The mistake of the Synod is in construing the proposed 
amendment as if making the civil magistrate the authoritative ex- 
pounder of the Bible. At this bugbear of their own making, they 
become afirighted, and run to the extreme of excluding the Bible 
from the Constitution altogether. 

With the positions and arguments which we have noticed, there 
are some things in another report, adopted by the Synod, which 
are palpably inconsistent. We refer to^the report on drafting 
ministers. In that report it is well argued that the Government 
has no right to draft ministers, because to do so, 1st. " Ignores 
the authority of Christ as Head of the Church." 2d. "Ignores the 
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independence of the church." 3d. " Invades the freedom of the 
church." But if Christ is excluded from the Constitution, bow can 
the government know anything about either him or the church ? 
Congress legislate by the Constitution, and from it they learn 
nothing of ministers, their office or their work. The truth is, 
while we agree with every word of this report, and condemn as an 
unhallowed invasion of the domain of the church, the conscription 
of her ministers, we lay the blame, not on Congress, but on the 
Constitution. To have excepted ministers would have been, if 
not unconstitutional^ at least extra-constitutional. The church will 
never obtain immunity from these oijtrages on her rights until her 
Head is recognized in the Constitution as Lord of all. T. S. 



MEMOIR OF THE LATE RET. JAMES M'LACELAN. 

The subject of this memoir was born in the city of Glasgow, 
June, 1798, and was, therefore, at the time of his death, November, 
1864, in the 67th year of his age. He passed through his college 
curriculum in the University of his native city, and immediately 
after commenced the regular study of theology, under the care of 
the late Mr. Taylor, of Ferth, at that time Professor of Theology 
in the old Burgher section of the Secession Church in Scotland ; 
and was licensed bj the Glasgow Presbytery of that body, to 
preach the everlasting gospel, early in 1826. In view of devoting 
himgelf to missionary service abroad, he Was ordained to the work 
of the holy ministry, by that presbytery, in the latter part of the 
same year. In 1827 he went out to the* Cape of Good Hope, as a 
missionary, to labor in the distant region of Caffraria, under the 
auspices of the London Missionary Society. He remained there 
only a short time. His services were cut short in his chosen field 
of labor, by the serious illness of Mrs. M'Lachlan, who di^ in the. 
following year, shortly after their return home. He received the 
appointment of chaplain to the Seamen's Chapel, in the city of 
Glasgow, which he held for four years. 

About this time an important cnange took place in his mind, as 
to the principles of the ecclesiastical body with which he was 
connected. The difficulties which presented themselves to his 
mind, embraced the points which constitute the distinctive princi- 
ples of the Reformed Presbyterian Church. The conclusion at 
which he arrived, was not the result of a hurried examination of 
the principles in question, nor the consequence of an impulsive 
disposition, under the influence of which church relationships are 
not nnfrequently broken up without much reflection or forethought. 
The- change of ecclesiastical connection was to Mr. M'Lachlan 
the matter of long and most deliberate consideration ; and from 
his well-known religious character we may be well assured that it 
was not only the subject of much deliberation but also of much 
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prayer. To say nothing of his sincere love of the truth for the 
truth's sake, his peculiar constitution of mind and idiosyncracy 
were a guarantee against anything like rash or impulsive action. 
While the subject was maturing in his own mind, and before he 
decided to leave the Secession Church, he frequently discussed, in 
private conversation, the points at issue between the Secession and 
Beformed Presbyterian Churches, with the Rev. Mr. Willis, at that 
time pastor of an old Burgher congregation in the city of Glasgow 
and now principal of the Theological Seminary of the Free Church, 
in the city of Toronto, C. W. EEe had also repeated interviews 
with the late Mr. Armstrong, of Glasgow, which he found highly 
useful in prosecuting his inquiries as to the scriptural character of 
the testimony of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, with which 
he connected himself in 1834. 

He came out to Canada West, as Synod's missionary, in the 
same year. Before leaving home he married, as his second wife, a 
Miss Christina Hamilton, of Glasgow, a woman of estimable char- 
acter and good personal piety, who still survives, and who, for 
thirty years was truly a help meet for him. In his new mission 
fidd in Canada, Mr. M'Lachlan labored with great industry for 
twenty-one years. Here he labored chiefly in Ramsey, Carlton and 
Perth ; but during the earlier part of the period referred to, he 
made frequent, and often long excursions to distant parts of the 
province, including Toronto, Hamilton, Oneida and Gait. The 
mission in Canada was not sufficiently sustained. The region of 
country to which Mr. M'Lachlan was necessitated to extend his 
labors was too extensive to be cultivated with success by the labors 
of one man. The wants of the Presbyterian community, consist- 
ing of families originally belonging to different denominations of 
Christians, besides members of our own church, could not be met 
by'bne missionary, however industrious or painstaking. In this 
connection, however, it is but a simple act of justice to the Scot- 
tish Syaod to say, that at different times three other missionaries 
'were sent to Canada, and the first of these only a few years after 
Mr. M'Lachlan. One of them, the Rev. Thomas M'Heochie, came 
out in 1843, and died in the following year, laboring with much 
promise of success in Gait and Toronto during the brief year of 
his mission. The other two left the church and the mission service 
of the Synod. 

The disruption of the Church of Scotland, and the organization 
of the Free Church, gave au entirely new direction to missionary 
labor in Canada West. Au increased supply of evangelical labor- 
ers was furnished ; and thus the favorable opportunity of build- 
^ ing up the mission stations of the Reformed Presbyterian Church 
in Canada was lost. The Scottish Svnod having abandoned their 
mission in Canada West, Mr. M'Lacnlan put himself, with the so- 
cieties among which he labored, under the care of the Presbytery 
of Rochester, at their meeting in October, 1851 ; the societies in 
the western part of the province having taken the same course at 
a preceding meeting in the same year. In the following year the 



Memoir cf the UxU Rev. James ITLaehlen* 279 

societies of Oneida and Hamilton, being organized a« congrega- 
tions, made a united call on Mr. M'Lachlan, which he declined. 
At the October meeting of Presbytery in 1865, Mr. M'Laehlan 
received and accepted a call from the congregation of Lisbon, in 
tbe State of New York, and was installed into his new charge in 
the following July. Here he remained till the time of his decease ; 
his active labors being interrupted only a few Sabbaths immediately 
preceding this painful event. 

During the last two or^hree years of his life, however, though 
he spoke but little on the subject, he suffered much in health ; so 
much so, indeed, that he seriously meditated giving up his pasto- 
ral charge on this account. In addition to this felt infirmity of 
body, the character of his ailment — which wag an 'affection of the 
heart — ^had a very discouraging effect on his mind. During the 
time referred to, he made this, on several occasions, the subject of 
conversation with a friend, to whom he repeatedly remarked, that 
he felt it necessary, on account of bodily weakness, to demit his 
charge and give up all active service in the church. To the same 
friend, he renewed the proposal only a few weeks before he was 
laid aside by his last illness. On several grounds, he was dissuaded 
against taking this course. His friend was satisfied that inactivity 
in the supposed state of his disease would be less favorable than 
moderate labors, as it would create anxiety of mind ; that the quiet 
and calm prosecution of his pastoral work would be less injurious 
than entire cessation from labor, followed, as it would be by ennvi 
and uneasiness of mind. 

The subject of this memoir possessed much of the self-sacrificing 
spirit necessary to the missionary of the Cross. He shrunk from 
no toil, however arduous or ill-requited ; he most cheerfully took 
up his cross and followed Jesus, in the true spirit of discipleship. 
In other respects, also, he was well qualified for this kind of work. 
He took great pleasure, for example, in directing the conversation 
of those he visited into a profitable course, and always without that 
abruptness of manner which is sometimes shown, but which, how- 
ever well meant, seldom fails to give offense. Left* free to follow 
his own bent of mind, his conversation always indicated great 
spirituality. It was with grace, seasoned with salt. He was thus 
led to form opinions unfavorable to the religious character of per- 
sons who gave way to light and flippant conversation. In his 
manners he was singularly unassuming^ and unobtrusive. This 
arose partly from peculiarity of disposition, and partly from relig- 
ious influence. Those who were familiarlv acquainted with him had 
no difficulty in observing his natural dislike to everything even 
bordering on pride and pomp of appearance ; and this was greatly 
enhanced, or rather, it should be said, was sanctified through the 
believing apprehension which he had of human littleness and van- 
ity. His habits, as might be anticipated from what has just been 
said, were retiring ; he disliked bustle and excitement of any kind, 
and therefore endeavored to keep well out of it. He had great 
pleasure in meditation and reflection. In Another age, and under 
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different religious trainiDg, be might hav^rbeen a recluse; as it 
was, he labored heartily as well as practically in his Master's vine- 
yard. His great studiousness did not, however, arise merely, nor 
even chiefly from the love of study, but from the far higber motive 
of making full proof of his ministry. 

Mr. M'Lachlan had read largely in theological lore, and was es- 
pecially at home among the Puritan writers of the seventeenth 
century. But he had no taste for general reading. This was in 
many respects a very serious disadvantage, and an actual loss to 
his ministry. Every professional man — and the minister of the 
gospel especially — should extend his reading, and to a limited ex- 
tent even his study, beyond the immediate demands of bis own pro- 
fession ; though tne latter has the first and paramount claim on his 
time and attention. An extensive general reading is useful, not 
to say necessary to persons of all professions and callings, and es- 
pecially, as has been said, to a minister of the gospel, vmo ought, 
besides a thorough knowledge of "theology, to have a general ac- 
quaintance with almost every other subject of study. This isam- 
portant as a means of mental training, as it enables him to main- 
tain a respectable position among other educated men ; and finally, 
as it may furnish him with suggestions and illustrations of much 
importance to his ministry. 

His pulpit preparation was made with great care. Ordinarily 
iis discourses were written, and committed — at least in part— to 
memory. That his acquaintance with divine truth was extensive, 
appeared from the accurate statements of it made in his discourses. 
But he would have appeared to far greater advantage in his public 
ministrations if he had depended less on his memory and more on 
his own sound judgment in the act of delivery. He was often 
embarrassed by a too rigid adherence to his manuscript, which he 
might have avoided by a greater reliance on his judgment. A 
minister of the gospel cannot prepare too much in the way of 
writing out the thoughts which he intends to present for the in- 
struction of his people. But committing a written discourse to 
memory is not only slavish, but it interferes with the warmth and 
ardor of delivery, which attracts the hearer, and acts like a charm 
on his heart as well as his intellect. 

Notwithstanding his diffidence and retiring habits, he possessed 
a large amount of firmness and persistence in the maintenance of 
what he thought to be true and right. In this respect no one was 
more independent in thought and action. While, perhaps, too 
much disposed to leave ecclesiastical business to be transacted by 
those whose habits as well as inclination he presumed were better 
fitted for it, his opinions were never concealed or held in abeyance; 
what he thought, when the occasion demanded it, was frankly 
though quietly expressed. He was eminently pious. Of this he 
gave very early indication. It is said on the authority of those 
who had the best opportunity of knowing, that he knew God even 
from childhood. H e was naturally serious and thoughtful ; this 
was elevated and sancftfied by the grace of God. He lived, there- 
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fore, much in, the fear of God, as well as of love to man. To have 
known the deceased was to have sufficient ground to esteem him 
highly for his work's sake. He was an Israelite indeed in whom 
was no guile ! S. 



BO&BD OF CIURCfl EXTENSION. 

The Synod of the Reformed Preshyterian Church at the recent 
session in XJtica, Ohio, passed the following resolutions : 

^^Hesolved, That Synod renew its efforts to establish a church ex- 
tension scheme, as a most effective means to forward the work of 
missions, and that J. R. W. Sloane, J. C. K.^ Milligan, W. T. Mil- 
ler, J. Wiggins and J. Kennedy be a board to put in operation and 
manage this work. 

^^Hesolvedj That Walter T. Miller, No. 5 Hanover street, New 
York, be appointed Treasurer to the Board of Church Extension. 

^^Hesolved^ That all our congregations be directed to take up an- 
nual collections for the Church Extension Fund, and that the first 
collection be forwarded to the treasurer as soon as practicable." 

Pursuant to this appointment, the above named persons met in 
the city of New York, on June 9, 1865, and organized by electing 
J. R. W. Sloane, President, and J. C. K. Milligan, Secretary. At 
a subsequent meeting, the following plan of operations was adopted 
and ordered to be published, with an appeal to the church for con- 
tributions: 

PLAN OF OPERATIONS. 

The Board of Church Extension of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church, in carrying forward the work entrusted to them by Synod, 
will act as far as practicable upon the following principles, subject 
to any modifications that may hereafter be necessary. 

I. Applications for aid must be made upon the recommendation 
of the presbytery within whose bounds the proposed church is lo- 
cated. Applications from mission stations must have the approval 
of the Board of Missions. 

II. The amount of appropriation will be regulated by the well- 
ascertained necessities of the case, and the amount of funds in the 
hands of the board. 

m. No appropriation will be made until the board is assured 
that the title to the lot is such that the property cannot be alienated 
from the Reformed Presbyterian Church without refunding the 
amount contributed ; and that the aid granted will enable the con- 
gregation to start free (or nearly so) of debt. 

I V . Those making applications for aid will be required to an- 
swer the following queries : 

1. What is the actual membership of your congregation ? 

2. Have you ft settled pastor? 
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8. How much of a pastor's time is the congregation able to take? 

4. What is your present place of worshiping? 

5. What amount has the congregation itself contributed to the 
erection of a church edifice ? 

6. What is the smallest sum that will enable you to complete 
your house of worship, and leave the whole property free of debt? 

7. What is the probable pecuniary resources of the members af 
the congregation ? 

8. What is the size, material and style of your proposed build- 
ing? 

APPEAL FOR FUNDS. 

Tue "Board for Church Extension," in submitting this plan of 
operations to the church, desire to make an earnest appeal to all 
our congregations for the funds necessary to prosecute successftilly 
the important work committed to their hands. 

This is one which has been vigorously prosecuted for many years 
by almost all our sister denominations with most gratifying results; 
and, as every reflecting person must see, is calculated, if properly 
conducted, to be a most efl'ective agency for advancing the king- 
dom of the Redeemer. 

If liberally sustained, the plan of the board will insure a certain 
amount of assistance to every needy and deserving organization, 
it will obviate all necessity of begging from congregation to con- 
gregation according to the present most unpleasant and ineffective 
system, it will secure comfortable houses of worship in eligible lo- 
calities, and open a wider door to the gospel, it will contribute 
largely to remove the heavy burdens of debt that so often hinder 
the growth and tax the liberality of a congregation. 

We are the more encouraged to make this our first appeal from 
a consideration of that enlarged and increasing spirit of beneficence 
which has been manifest in the membership of the church the 
past few years. While we do not make any comparison between 
this and other schemes of the church, nor seek to place it above 
them in point of importance, we consider it a most valuable auxil- 
iary, and respectfully urge its claims upon your Christian consider- 
ation. 

We ask donations from men of means and known public spirit 
and liberality. We ask that a collection be taken up as soon as 
convenient in each congregation, that we may commence opera- 
tions at once, and give assistance to those weak organizations whose 
circumstances make it necessary. '^-The God of heaven, he will 
prosper us ; therefore we, his servants, will arise and build." 

All remittances should be sent to the Treasurer, Walter T. Mil- 
ler, No. 5 Hanover street. New York. Other communications 
should be addressed to the Secretary, Rev. J. C, K.. Milligan, No. 
168 West Fortieth street. New York. 

By order of the Board. J. R. W. Sloanb, Fresideni. 

J. C. K. MiLLiQAN, iSecretary. 



Brooklyn Semon. — Lakes Presbytery. 288 



Extracts froh fHB hinutes op bbookltn session. 

Lbathbm Teaz, a member of the Brooklyn congregation, hav- 
ing written an# caused to be publisfied and circulated, a scandalous 
pamphlet entitled, "A Treatise on the Church, her Officers and 
their Functions," the session of the congregation commenced a 
process against him, based on a portion of the contents of the 
pamphlet, and framed a libel charging him, 1st. With "heresy," 
in an explicit denial of the office of the deacon, as defined in the 
Word of God and the standards of the church." 2d. With "con- 
tempt of church courts," in " using abusive language of church 
courts, and showing contempt for the just censure of the superior 
judicatory." 

In . due time Mr. Teaz appeared before session, and being ad- 
monished and interrogated by the moderator, he confessed that 
the charges contained in the libel were true— expressed his^ sorrow 
for having written and circulated the pamphlet, and promised not 
to circulate it in the future. 

Session unanimously resolved, that for his sin and scandal in 
this matter, Mr. Teaz be rebuked in court, and that as this sin and 
scandal was of a public nature, tending to bring reproach upon 
the church, her testimony and discipline, the substance of Mr. 
Teaz's confession, with the action of session in the case, be pub- 
lished in the recognized organ of the church. Mr. Teaz submit- 
ted to the censure of the court — was rebuked by the moderator, 
and the clerk of session was directed to prepare a brief notice of 
the case and forward it to the Presbyterian and Covenanter for pub- 
lication. R. J. Crilbbrt, Clerk. 



LAKES PBBSBYTERT. 

Lazes Presbytery met in Cedarville on Tuesday, the 23d of 
May, and afterward held a number of sessions in u tica, on the 
25th and 26th. Little business of public importance came before 
the court. A call from the Lake Eliza congregation, moderated 
in favor of Mr. R. M. C. Thompson, licentiate, was laid upon the 
table. It was sustained as a regular gospel call, and put into the 
hands of a committee, consisting of Rev. J. French,. Rev. B. 
M'CuUough and Elder John Russell, to present, and in case of its 
acceptance, to make arrangements for his settlement. 

B. M'Cullough was directed to preach a number of. days in 
Tuscula and vicinity, before the next meeting of Presbytery. R. 
M. C. Thompson was also requested to perform missionary labor 
in the vicinity of Decatur. 

Presbytery adjourned to meet on the second Tuesday of Octo- 
ber, at 7 o'clock, P. M., in the Second Mission Church, iforthwood, 
Ohio. J. L. McCartney, Clerk. 
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PREAMBLE AND KESOLUTIONS OF PKINCETON CONGBECATIOI. 

The members of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, Princeton, 
Ind., at a special meeting, unanimously adopteithe following 
preamble and resolutions : 

Whereas, our beloved pastor, Rev. J. Stott, has been faithful in 
laboring among us in season and out of season ; and whereas, his 
health is somewhat impaired, and a. visit to his native land might 
be beneficial : 

Resolved^ That under the circumstances, and with the hope that 
he may be benefited, we heartily recommend him to make such a 
visit. 

Besolved^ That to open up the way to do so, and as a token of 
respect and affection for him, we present him with a purse con- 
taining $400. 

Resolvedy That a copy of the above be sent for publication to the 
JReformed Presbyterian and Oovenanier, also to the newspapers of 
this place. 

In pursuance of the above resolutions, Mr. Chestnut presented 
the purse, accompanying it with some appropriate remarks expres- 
sive of the affection of the congregation to the pastor : to which 
Mr. Stott replied, reciprocating their affection. The meeting then 
dismissed by singing the 183d Psalm, and the apostolic benedic- 
tion. C. Allen, Clerk Cong. 



BoviNA Congregation — The Right Spirit. — ^We are gratified 
to learn that the members of Bovina conffregation have given snb- 
stantial proof of their appreciation of the labors of their pastor, 
Rev. J. Kennedv, by presenting to him, through one of the mem- 
bers, just after he returned from Synod, the sum of five hundred 
and thirty-five dollars. This, in addition to a sum presented to 
him last February, amounts to six hundred and sixty-six dollars. 
The congregation is small, but it is evident the^ are spirited and 
prize the ordinances. They will reap spiritual things. 



AFFAIRS AT HOME. 

The President. — The lamented death of AbAham Lincoln 
Jias not resulted in any marked changes in public policy. Andrew 
Johnson, his successor, comes from the class of "poor whites;" 
was born in Tennessee ; has risen step by step to his present posi- 
tion, and has always exhibited abilities of a very high order, al- 
though he never had any school education. His policy, wfaen de- 
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veloped, will, it is generally thought, be more severe toward the 
rebels than Lincoln's would have been. His past history justifies 
such anticipations. His friends assert that he has never been 
given to intemperance, that his pitiful condition on the day of his 
inauguration was probably owing to a "drugged "bowl. We 
hope his career in his high and responsible position, will justify, 
in all respects, the confidence and the anticipations of his friends. 
His modification of the late President's amnesty proclamation 
makes it much more stringent. 

The Death of Lincoln — The Reception of the News in Europe. 
— ^We have been much surprised and gratified by the universal 
manifestation of grief and indignation, by all classes, on the re- 
ception of the tidings of the foul assassination of the President of 
the United States. Even Great Britain — by far the most unfriendly 
to us of all the European nations — was moved most deeply. These 
manifestations will have some influence in the preservation of 
peace between us and those abroad who have been, as far as they 
dare, our enemies during the war — ^Napoleon and England. 

The "War. — The surrender during the months of April and May, 
of all the principal armies of the Confederates, the capture of 
Jeff. Davis and of other traitors of influence, have terminated the 
war. The majority of the troops are rapidly returning to their 
homes; thousands will probably make their way as "emigrants" 
to Mexico ; one hundred and fifty thousand — one half .colored 
troops — will, it is said, be retained for the purpose of keeping the 
peace. 

The Finances. — Great apprehensions have existed that the close 
of the war would bring a fearful financial crisis. Nothing of the 
kind has yet occurred, and, we how hope, will not. 

Considering^^ things, this land has many apd special reasons 
for the liveliesHianksgivings to God. He has done for it, and is 
still doing, wonderful things. "We wish we could say the spirit of 
thanksgiving was exhibited everywhere and by all in the land. 
Many see God's hand both in judgment and in mercies, but, alas! 
the mass of the people, we fear, do not see the hand that smiteth 
and healeth them. The churches are now called upon to ply earn- 
estly their great work in proclaiming salvation — in calling upon 
the nation and its people individually to return unto God, and own 
and walk in his law, a»d worship and serve the Lord Jesus Christ. 



lESOLUTIONS OF SABB&TH SCHOOL ASSOCIATION OF CLNCINNATI CONGREGATION. 

At a meetiog of the Sabbath School Aspociation of the Reformed Presby- 
eriaa Church, OincinDati, Ohio, the following resolutions were passed : 

\* Resolvedf That while we how to the divine will in the removal of a co- 
rorker sftd esteemed friend, Miss Martha Finley, notwithstanding we mourn 
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the loss of so valuable a teacher in our great work, for the work is great and 
the laborers are few. 

2. ResolveUy That, in the person of the deceased, we beheld the character 
of *a meek follower of the Lamb. She made early profession of religion, whid 
ihtt adorned by a walk and conversation unreprovable. 

8. Resolved, That we tender our heartfelt sympathy to the relaUves and 
friends of the deceased, in their deep a£B[iction, praying that grace may be 
given them and us to improve by this warning. " Be ye also ready/' 

Cincinnati, July 10, 1865. H. Glasgow^ Ohcnrman. 



0BITUAK1E8. 



Died, July 8th, 1864, of quick consumption, in the 18th year of her 8g«, 
in Troy, N. Y., Margaret Jane, third daughter of Peter and Elisabetk 
M'Kinnon, formerly of York, Livingston county, N. Y. She was one who 
bid fair for a long and useful life, possessing a well cultivated mind, a happj 
disposition, with a desire not only to be useful as a member of society, b^ 
she had it in c<*ntemplation to make an early profession of her faith in Christ, 
whereby she might fulfill those vows enjoined upon her by baptism, and thai 
she might have the better opportunity of working in the vineyard of the 
Lord. . But Ood willed otherwise, and called her, after an illness of nne 
weeks, to that home above, where pain, sickness, sorrow and death are fi^ 
and feared no more. Nearly her last words were, **' I am willing to go, for I 
am going to Jesus.'' How consoling to the family of which she was a be- 
loved member, to have such clear evidence that their loss is her infinite gain. 
Though called to sorrow, they sorrow not as those who have no hope. — Com. 



Miss Martha, eldest daughter of Mrs. Mary Finley, Cincinnati, 0., 
died May 29, 1865. 

The . subject of this notice was a young lady of more than ordinaiy 
qualities. Having good mental endowments, she early iHined to read and 
study the Scriptures ; this gave her a rare acoomplishi^H (ane that othen 
might well envy), the greatest freedom and fluency in co^^singupon all the 
topics of religion. In all my acquaintance, I can safely say I have found but 
few to equal her in a clear and comj^ehensive view of the atonement by 
Christ as a substitute, and fewer still to excel her. Her life, too, was thai 
of a practical Christian. Kindness, humility, and devotedness to the inter- 
ests of the church, were leading features in it. She ever took a lively interest 
in tbe Sabbath school, and was one of its supporters. 

We mourn her loss in the congregation. Her mother, brother and sister 
aro sorely bereaved. At home she was a£fectionat^ and kind, a companion to 
her mother, and a loving sister to her surviving brother and sister. Her 
death for some time was expeeted, yet it came suddenly. She had not 
left her preparation to tbe last hour, and hence was willing and ready to die. 

'^Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord, from henceforth. Yea, saith 
the Spirit, that they may rest from their labor, and their works do follow 
them.'' Com. 



Thomas Mobehead died, near Crawfordsville, Iowa, March 5, 1865, in 
the 45th year of bis age. He was formerly from the county of Dokij, Xrv* 
land, in connection with Bradly congregation. After coming to thk.ooidlti} 
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he was, for a wbile, in coimection with the First congregation, Philadelphia. 
From his removal to Iowa, till his death, he was connected with Rehoboth 
congregation. His death was sadden, having only been two or three days 
Biok. The disease, inflammation of the brain, gave unmistakable evidence of 
approaching dissolution from its first development. His sufferings were seVere, 
causing the mind to wander, but in his sane moments he gave evidence that 
his hope was resting on t^e Rock of Ages. This is another call to the livins 
to be ready, <^ For in such an hour as ye think not, the Son of man cometh. 

BelCut CbvenattUrpXeaae copy. 

Died, near Columbus City, Iowa, September 21, 1864, Sarah Calhoun, 
in the 63d year of her age. 

She was born in County Antrim, Ireland, and brought up in connection 
with the Synod of Ulster, in the congregation of Balamony. Her parents 
died when she was young, leaving her with an elder sister, who only survived 
them a short time. She then went to reside in the family of Robert Moorei 
where she was treated as one of the family, and toward the members of which 
she cherished the affection of a daughter till her death. 

Convinced of the necessity of knowing Christ before men, she early made 
a profession, which she carefully maintained through life. So much was she 
impressed with the necessity of this duty, that when she came to this country 
Lai 1850, having her lot cast, in providence, where the only orthodox society 
was Congregational, she felt it her duty to enroll herself among them as a 
witness for Christ, although she never gave up her attachment to Presby* 
terianism. 

On her removal to Iowa, in 1855, she immediately connected herself with 
the Reformed Presbyterian congregation of Rehoboth, of which she continued 
to be a consistent and worthy member during the remainder of her life. Her 
Bible was her constant companion, i:ts truths the subject of her daily medita- 
tion. She took great delight in singing the songs of Zion ; they often 
cheered her in her house of pilgrimage. Leading a comparatively lonely life 
— ^having none nearly related to her (she was never married) — her expecta- 
tion of enjoyment looked to the <' better land." Her conversation was in 
heaven, whence she looked for the Saviour. Com. 

Died, of brain disease, July 17, 1865, Maggie Casket, daughter of W. 
W. and Annie M'Millan, aged 20 months. Our hope is in the Word of God, 
*^I'will be a God unto thee, and to the seed after thee." The child God 
loaned to us was lovely, but the right of the lender is above our claims. 

Died, of typhoid fever, on the 27th of April, 1865, at her mother's resi- 
dence, Johnson county, Kansas, Miss Mary Jane Miller, aged 20 years. 
The deceased was lovely in her disposition, amiable and gentle in her deport- 
ment, serious, reflective and devotional in her life, ani manifested strong at- 
tachment to the church and her ordinances. She leaves a widowed mother, 
and many friends and acquaintances bound to her by strong ties of affection, 
to mourn her departure. Youth and beauty are reminded of their mortality. 

Com. 



Died, of general debility, near Olathe, Kansas, May 16th, 1865, Mrs. 
Mary Thompson, in her 75th year. Her father, Mr. John Milligan, early 
amoved from Scotland to the United States, and finally settled in Adams 
oounlj, Ohio, where finding n<« Covenanters, he, with his family, joined the 
AflsoeiAte Keformed Churcl taining their love for the Covenanter faith. 
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The deceased was born in NortbumberlaDd county, Pa., and in 1811 beotme 
the wife of Mr. Joseph Thompson. This mother in Israel reared seven soni 
and'one daughter in the church. She, with all her family yet alive, latelj 
removed to Johnson county, Kansas. Mrs. T. showed till the last her anxiety 
for the welfare of the church, and more than once expressed the desire to live 
in this new locality just till she would see an organized congregation of Cot- 
enanters, but God saw fit a little sooner to remove her from earthly labor to 
spiritual enjoyment. The latter end of the perfect man is peace. GOM. 

•- Mary Jane Bbown was born May 28th, 1840, at her father's residence 
near Mercersburg, Pa.; died of consumption, July 9th, 1865, aged 25 years, 1 
month and 11 days. 

In the fifteenth year of her age, the deceased united by profession with tho 
church of her birth, and by a consistent deportment commended its practice 
and testimony to her youthful companions, from whose minds the effects of 
her death will not be soon effaced. Patient and resigned to her Father's will, 
yet she expressed a willingness to depart and be with Christ. Her wish m 
realized. Her death was peaceful. Without a struggle she passed, we tnat^ 
into the bosom of her Lord. 

Joshua Kennedy Brown was born August 25th, 1854, and died of dijA: 
theria, June 16th, 1863. Henry Batty Bbown was bom October ISA, 
1856, and died of diphtheria, July 3d, 1863. Pleasant in their life, these 
boys were not separated in death. *' Lo, children are God's heritage." The 
above are chDdren of iMr. and Mrs. Brown, of Conooocheague oongregatioii. 



BOOK NOTICES. 



Thb National Bereavement : a Sermon on the Death of Abraham Lincoln. Delivend 
April 23, 1865, in the Second Reformed Presbyterian Church, Newborgh. Bj 
the Pastor, Rev. J. Renwick Thompson. 

We have read this discourse with a great deal of satisfaction. 
It is founded on the text, *'And all Israel mourned for Josiah." 
(2 Cbron. 35:24.) The topics are, The National Bereavemenif and 
its Lessons. The character of the terrible calamity sent on the 
nation is set forth in a number of particulars. In presenting the 
lessons taught by this visitation, the author exhibits some impo^ 
tant truths which it would be well were the nation to learn and 

Sractice. The style is clear, forcible, and, in some parts of the 
iscourse, truly eloquent. 

The Amendment of the Federal Constitution; an Address before the ChriBtiii 
Association for National Reformation, of Southern Illinois. Bj Bev James Wal- 
lace. Nov. 8, 1864. 

This is an able and lucid argument for the proposed amendments 
of the Constitution. We are glad that it is published. The posi- 
tions taken are scriptural and the arguments are unanswerable. 
We know of no way that money for promoting national reforma- 
tion could be better expended than by procuring the diffusion of 
this and similar productions throughout the country. No intelli- 
gent person, without prejudice, can read it and remain indifferent 
to the cause which it advocates. 



GENEVA COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE, 

NORXH:WOOI>, OHIO. 



N. K. JOHNSTON, . . - - Principal 

Mrs. Rosamond R. Johnston, - - Assistant 

Miss Almira Rogers, - - - - Preparatory Assistant. 

Miss M. Louisa Campbell, Piano Musicy Drawing, Painting, &c. 

COURSE OP STUDY. 

The student will receive a thorough Academic education, and will be pre- 
pared for entering the advanced classes in the best College;) in the country. 
The course for young ladies will be as full as those of the best Seminaries. 
They may graduate in the Scientific course, which embraces the Natural, 
Mental and Moral Sciences, Mathematics, Belles Lettres, &c., or in the Class- 
ical course, which includes also Latin and Greek. 

PECULIAR ADVANTAGES. 

1. The location is healthy, pleasant and retired. 

2. Particular and constant effort is employed to give an accuiate and 
thorough, and not a showy and superficial, education. 

3. The Course of Study is so shaped as to educate religiously as well as in- 
teUecttbaUy, Much attention is given to the study of the Scriptoree, in both 
the ancient and modern languages. 

4. The moral influences are the best. Immorality, in its most ordinary 
forms, is almost wholly unknown ; and students are free from the ordinary 
temptations so great and manifold at other institutions. ^ 

5. The religious influences are the very best. Family worship is observed 
by almost every household in the village and entire community ; and the In- 
stitution is in the midst of a dense population of Covenanters and United 
Presbyterians. 

Calendar for 1866-66. 

The Collegiate Year, beginning Thursday, September 17, 1865, and ending 
on the last Thur&day of June, 1866, is divided into three sessions of about 
thirteen weeks each, with a short vacation at the close of each. This leaves 
time for a Nvrmai session of six weeks during the months of July and August. 

Tuition i>er Session. 

Preparatory Department, - - - - - - - $8 00 

Academio and Collegiate Branches, - - - - - - 10 00 

Yooal and Piano Music, Ornamentals, Book-keeping and Incidentals, extra. 

For information respecting Board, Course of Study, Text Books, &c., send 
'enclosing 10 cents) for a'Catalogue, or address the Principal at 

Belle-Centre, Logan County, Ohio. 
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THE RBIICIOUS iHENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTIO S7 

It is now more than two years since the movement be^an to 
call the attention of the country to the absence of any religious 
character in the Federal Constitution. The favor with which the 
movement was hailed at first, gave promise of its speedy suc- 
cess. Ministers and members of various churches entered into 
it with an earnestness that was encouraging. Conventions were 
called, and were well attended, and the spirit pervading them 
seemed to be of the best kind. In speeches made and resolutions 
passed, there was evinced an increasing conviction of the impor- 
tance of the measure, and assurances were given of a determina- 
tion to prosecute it to its accomplishment. The hands of those 
who had long maintained that the omissions sought to be supplied 
in the Constitution were the nation's greatest sins, were strength- 
ened, and they hailed the accession of these new allies as a cheer- 
, ing indication that their testimony was producing fruit, and that 
; its end would soon be attained. . Loving their country and anxious 
for its welfare, they rejoiced in the prospect of a change of its pro- 
fessed relation to Him by whom nations are made, and to whom 
they are accountable. They hoped that by an united eflEbrt of 
Christians throughout the land, the importance of the proposed 
amendments would be. so earnestly and perseveringly urged on 
the proper authorities, that ere long the necessary steps would be 
taken to have them introduced into the Constitution, and the 
nation be freed from the sin and danger of dishonoring God by 
forgetting him. In imagination they saw the government of the 
United States, by its own act, made one of the kingdoms of our 
Lord and of his Christ, and enjoying the blessings of his gracious 
Teign. 
What is now the state of things with regard to these amend- 
• ments ? We are constrained to say, it is anything but encourag- 
ing. The eflTort made seems to have exhausted itself. Not one 
of the ecclesiastical bodies that met this season, save our own 
Synod, has even noticed the matter. The religious newspapers 
have, with but few exceptions, either ignored it altogether or 
opposed it. Unless in a few localities, there have been no meet- 
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ings to discuss the amendments and to devise measures to carry 
them into eftect. The National Association has not been called 
ii>'j :i ! i: }ar. The operations of that body seem to be of ar 
fipf«-':;ihli( r':i:acter — lacking energy, and giving no promise of 

lisposed yet to call the movement an entire failure, 
mid that it has* fallen short of realizing the hopes 
Mining produced. For some reason, the knees of 
'-'■ the directing of it have waxed feeble, and theii 
iin;j iug down. Have they come to the conclusion thai 
'; unnecessary, or that the end aimed at is imprac 
i: ips they see a lion in tlie way, and are afraid the} 
:;i the street. Whatever may have produced this 
• tfort, it betrays a want of zeal for the honor oi 
I Jaith in the success of his cause. And there is 
reason t.> suspect that the hearts of men who have become so soon 
discouraged were never very earnest in the work. 

It will be instructive to look at this matter in its relation to 
providence. It v/ould seem to be a well founded expectation, that 
if this measure was what its frieinls claim for it — one that con- 
cerns the glory of God, it must succeed, for God is jealous for his 
honor. The inference that some would draw from this undenia- 
ble position is, that therefore this workis not of God, and he is not 
with those who are engaged in it. Wo would remind those who 
are hasty to draw such conclusions, that a measure may for a 
time seem to be a failure, and yet finally succeed. Nay, more, 
that this is characteristic of God's doings, when he works by 
human instrumentality. He has his own times for accomplishing 
all his designs. There is often something wrong in the manner ot 
doing a good work, and also a great want of faith, for which God 
will correct by seeming failures. This is the case, we are satisfied, 
inr regard to the measure which we are considering. 

Earnestness in promoting a cause mav arise from either a con- 
viction that it is importabt, or because it is popular. And when 
the latter is the case, there is great liability to sudden abatements 
of zeal. The popularity of a measure and its success are to some 
extent, inter-dependent. A measure that is likely to fail cannot 
be a popular one: ^ And in this way we account for the cooling 
of the ardor with which some entered into this movement at the 
beginning. They thought it would be generally approved, being 
so manifestly in unison with the Christian sentiment of the country. 
But these appearances were deceptions, and its sunshine friends 
are now almost ashamed to admit that they had ever been in , 
favor of it. 

Looking back at the brief history of this movement, we discover 
one principal reason why it has made so little progress. It did not 
start right. It did not in the minds of the chief movers proceed 
from a conviction that this nation was lying under the guilt of 
forgetting God ; and that for this sin he was visiting it with his 
sore judgments. In the first convention that met in Allegheny, a 
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declaration to that effect was presented in a resolution which the 
writer of this paper prepared for a committee, of which he was the 
chairman. The resolution was, as he thought, uncourteously put 
aside by the committee, and another complimentary to the Pre- 
sident of the United States substituted in its stead- It was 
admitted that the resolution stated the truthj but then it wuh 
alleged that such plain truth was not expedient at that time, I^ 
might offend some who otherwise would co-operate in the wotl 
The efficacy of truth, by the blessing of God, as a means of doii 
his work, was ignored, in order to secure the influence of number 
Eemarks showing that the Constitution was unchristian and nn^ 
theistical, were heard with unwillingness and sometimes witli 
dissatisfaction. It was not alleged that they were untrue, but thai 
they would excite prejudice against the movement. There was 
more of a disposition 'to please man than to honor God — more 
confidence in human strategy than in the power of truth. 

It may safely be asserted that no one is at heart a friend to this 
reform, who does not believe that the welfare of the nation 
depends on it, or who is ashamed to avow this belief. We have 
heard till we are nauseated at them,, declarations that the Consti- 
tution as it is contains the substance of the amendments that are 
proposed, and that the only necessity for introducing them is to 
make the matter plainer. Did we believe the first of these aver- 
ments, we would oppose, as best we could, any change, on the 
ground that to make what is pretty good a little better, is too 
trifling an object to call forth the eftbrts that this movement 
demands. We would say: "let well enough alone." And we 
earnestly desire all who take that view of the matter to withdraw 
from any connection with the movement. In this way they will 
do it a kindness. Their equivocal advocacy has done more to 
retard its progress, than the open opposition of its avowed 
enemies : " They have seduced my people, saying. Peace ; and 
there was no peace ; and one built up a wall, and, lo, others daubed 
it with untempered mortar." Ez. 13 : 10. 

The change of affairs in the country may have had some effect 
in producing the remissness to which we refer. The sailor. v««ko 
prayed in a storm but who cursed in good weather, is a pretty 
fair exponent of the conduct of men generally under the variotis 
dispensations of Providence : " In trouble have they visited thee, 
they poured out a prayer when thy chastening was upon them." Is. 
26 : 16. When this movement began, and some time afterward, 
civil war was raging, and the minds of men were agitated with 
anxieties and fears. That this was a judgment from God sent 
as a punishment for national sin, none but the most hardened 
infidel denied. It was natural to inquire what the sin was, in 
order to call the nation to repentance and reformation. Slavery 
was so clearly indicated as one cause of the judgment, that the 
country was clamorous to have it removed. Thoughtful people 
saw, clearly indeed, that slavery was itself an ettect of another 
cause — the making the will of the people and not the will of God 
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the source of authority, and the rule by which government must 
be constituted and administered. Hence the first mention of the 
religious defects in the Constitution, under the pressure of a great 
national calamity, naturally awoke a desire to have these defects 
supplied, if haply God would then withdraw from the land his 
■khaetenidg band. It wis with most little more than an experi- 
Bient — it could do no harm, and it might do good. 
^LBut now that the sword has been restoredto its scabbard, this 
Emotive to press forward the movement has in^a great measure lost 
its power. The suppression of the rebellion,* in connection with 
the abolition of slavery, is accepted as a solution of the question— 
, for what end did God lay his hand so heavily on us ? The return 
df peace being so manifestly a result of the emancipation measures 
carried out by the country, the inference was readily drawn, that 
now the divine judgments are exhausted, and that nothing more 
is necessary than to perfect those measures in order to enjoy per- 
manent peace and prosperity. 

This misinterpretation of God's providence toward us is work- 
ing harm to the interests of the country. It betrays ignorance of his 
ways of dealing with nations,, to infer from the suspension of his 
judgments the entire removal of their cause. God chastens 
nations in order to reform them. If they humble themselves for 
their sins, he removes the rod and returns to them with his favor. 
Even partial repentance and reformation will secure temporary 
release from divine wrath. Of this we had examples in the pro- 
gress of the war. Every act of the nation that tended to break 
the bonds of the enslaved, was followed by success to the army, 
and defeat to the rebels. God gives nations, as well as individuals, 
time to repent and to brin^ forth the fruits of repentance, after he 
has corrected them for their sins. His dealings with Pharaoh and 
the Egyptians are clear instances of this. He is now waiting to 
see if our nation will hearken to his voice, both of judgment and 
of mercy, and honor him by obeying his command — "Kiss the 
Son.'' He has granted it only a reprieve; not a pardon. What 
he will do if his admonitions are not regarded may be learnt from 
hi» declarations to his ancient covenant people. Lev, 26 : 27, 28: 
" If ye will not for all this hearken unto me, but walk contrary 
unto me ; then I will walk contrary unto you also in fury ; 
and I, even I, will chastise you seven times for your sins." 
He has agencies at hand, that, if he give them commission, 
will finish what the war has left undone. The pestilence, famine, 
storms, and earthquakes are his instruments to punish nations 
for disobedience. And it seems to accord with his infinitely 
wise plan, while using men to inflict his wrath for crimes com- 
mitted against men, to take the matter immediately into his 
own haiid when he comes to deal with nations for their dis- 
loyalty to him, and treason against his government. " Those 
mine enemies who would not that I should reign over them, bring 
hither, and slay them before me." Luke 19: 27. Even now the 
cholera, that scourge, of nations, is on its way, spreading terror and 
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dismay before it, and leaving wailing and desolation behind it. 
Following its track in former years, it may be expected soon to 
visit this country. Judicious sanitary measures to alleviate its 
severity are important, but they will avail little if the moral causes 
are overlooked. National forgetfulness *of God, with its insepa- 
rable accompaniments of profanity, licentiousness, drunkenness, 
Sabbath-breaking, and all forms of irreligion, are causes Qf tlie . 
scourge far more potent than ill-ventilated houses, filthy sirettB, 
and malarious pools. It is of a nation thus guilty that .di)d Mj'fii t 
" Shall I not visit for these things ; shall not my soul be avenged 
on such a nation as this?" Jer. 5: 29. The connection between 
national sin and national punishment is the same still as declared 
to Israel of old : " If ye will not hearken unto me, and will not 
do all these commandments ; and if ye shall despise my statutes, 
or if your soul abhor my judgments, so that ye will not do all my 
commandments, but that ye break my covenant : I also will do 
this unto you : I will even appoint over you terror, consumption, * 
and the . burning ague, that shall consume the eyes, and cause 
sorrow of heart.'* Lev. 26 : 14-16. Thire is, nevertheless, hope 
for those who repent and turn to the Lord. " If I send pe'&tilence 
among my people ; if my people, who are called by my name, 
shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn 
from their wicked ways; then will I hea-r from heaven, and 
will forgive their sin, and will heal their land." 2 Chron. 7 : 
13, 14. It is just as true of nations as of individuals, that "He 
that dwelleth in the secret place of the' Most High, shall abide 
under the shadow of the Almighty." Let our nation say in its 
Constitution : " He is my refuge and my fortress ; my God, in him 
will I trust," and it need not fear " the pestilence that walketh in 
darkness, nor for the destruction that wasteth at noon-day." Ps.. 
91 : 1-6. 

In the disappointment of our expectations from this movement 
we are left to express our feelings in the language of the prophet : 
" We have been with child ; we have been in pain ; we have, as it 
were, brought forth the wind: we have not wrought any de- 
liverance in the earth, neither have the inhabitants of the world 
fallen." It remains to maintain with greater earnestness : our 
testimony against the irreligion of the Government, and employ it 
to finish the work which, under the divine blessing, it began and 
carried forward with so much success. The promise is: "I will 
give power to my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy." Rev. 
11 : 3 ; "They shall finish their testimony," ver. 7.. It would be 
unwise to distrust the promises of God and rely on human assist- 
ance, procured, at the expense of unfaithfulness to God, in ceasing 
to testify against the Constitution as Godless and Christless, &nd, 
therefore, God dishonoring and Christ dishonoring. With the 
weapons that have brought the great conflict to the present favor- 
able juncture, let us fight on until the victory is won and Christ 
our Lord enthroned. " They overcame by the blood of the Lamb, 
and by the word of their testimony." li-T* 8. 
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EDITORIAL GOBBESPONDENCE — LETTER II. 

Wb landed at Queenstown, June 23d. This is a handsome 
town, situated at the head of the harbor ; its main street facing 
the quay, the public buildings and many private residences hang- 
ing upon the steep acclivity rising almost directly from the bank 
of the river Lee. The buildings — as always in Irish cities — are 
mostly of whitish stone, or of brick, often whitened, present a 
very Bubstantial appearance, and are not without architectural pre- 
tensions. Some of our company were highly delighted with a 
short drive through the streets and in the immediate vicinity. 

But what shall I say of the sc^ne that presented itself on our 
landing ? Of course, the well-dressed and smart-looking police- 
*men were conspicuous as we approached the wharf; the custom- 
house officers, giving unmistakable evidence in aspect and tongue 
of their Milesian origin and nationality, entered at oncfe upon 
their duties, and very kindly did they perform them toward the 
cabin passengers. Little time was spent, and I landed, with my 
traveling-bag in hand ; rather unfortunate an adventure this for 
me. There had appeared already on the quay, a motley and not 
particularly well dressed crowd of boys of all sizes, and of old wo- 
men — perhaps some would call them hags or crones. As soon as 
I touched ground, the boys pounced upon my bag, pulling at it with 
might and main, and vociferating at the top of their voices. Five, 
as I was afterward told, had their fierce hands upon it in an in- 
stant, and wrestled and struggled to snatch it not only from each 
other but from me. 1 was astounded. I appealed to them in vain 
to leave it in my hands. They had found spoil, and would no 
more let it go than a hungry dog would surrender a bone without 
a conflict. The bystanders — including the policemen — looked on 
most coolly, as upon a thing not at all unusual. Finally, selecting 
the least of the boys, and perhaps the mt)st ragged, whose bid 
had been all along "twopence," I succeeded in clearing a path- 
way to the street. The women had their baskets of strawberries, 
for which they asked sixpence a "leaf-full,'' and took whatever 
you chose to give. They found purchasers, happy, after a fort- 
night at sea, to taste even partially ripened summer fruits. We 
were not yet free from the annoyance of pitiful and importunate 
beggary. It followed us to the office of the steamboat on which 
we proposed to sail to the city of Cork — thirteen miles. We 
waited over an hour, and deplorable were some of the sights we 
witnessed. Women, just covered, old and haggard, pressing upon 
us their berries or petty wares, in undisguised demands ; children 
— boys^nd girls, in rags and filth, each with some claim upon our 
charity, who would not take No, for an answer, and, in some in- 
stances, men in years, but lost to all manhood, as the women 
seemed to be to all delicacy and modesty. These all constituted a 
sad welcome to the beautiful scenery which greeted our approach 
to these shores, and yet it had its ridiculous aspect. What showers 
of blessings we received, so long as any hope remained of wheed- 
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ling us out of a penny! How they did call down upon us the 
blessing of God, and of Jesus and the saints ! They welcomed us 
back to our " own country '* — taking us, or professing to do so, for 
returning Hibernians. Why are there here such sights and 
sounds? I shall not yet attempt the solution of a question so 
comprehensive as this ; only saying that no one cause has so much 
to do with it as the papal religion and popish priesthood. 

We took boat for Cork on the river Lee. We had been recom- 
mended to do so, that we might get sight ef the beautiful scenery 
— nor were we disappointed. The entire^ route is exceedingly 
beautiful, especially on the southern side. It is almost a continu- 
ous town. The banks are elevated^ — the hill sides adorned with 
neat and some elegant dwellings — clad with "plantings'* and 
beautified with fine lawns or verdant fields. One old castle — 
"Blackrock" — occupies a jutting promontory^ a short distance 
below Cork. The eastern (or northern) shore sets oft' the south- 
ern. It is lower, sometimes rough, at others marked by a quiet 
beauty ; nearing the city, it rises to a hill of some magnitude, or- 
namented with plantings, residences and roads, as they know how 
to do these things in these lands. 

The city of Cork lies on both sides of the Lee, and covers an 
island in the middle of it. The river here resembles a wide canal. 
The walls that constitute the quav, the edifices, storehouses, and 
stores, the life and. motion, the vessels — steamers and sailing ves- 
sels — lying at the wharves, give decisive evidence of what we 
learned on inquiry: that Cork is a thriving city, with considerable 
commerce. We found it well and substantially built, with some 
wide and elegant streets, evincing wealth' and taste. But here, also, 
we met with the same impudent and importunate beggary as in 
Queenstown. In fact, the very beggars of the latter town had 
followed us to Cork ; we encountered some of them on the pier ; 
and what was equally painful, we met with men, youns^ men, mis- 
erably clad, with countenanceg^ downcast and hopeless, ready for 
any services for '' whatever you please." One of tnem who served 
as a guide to me through the city, intimated that he had been so 
occupied all his life. How low he was. What proportion are of 
this class I do not know; a great minority, I have no doubt, while 
multitudes earn but a bare subsistence. 

I remained but one night in Cork. June 24th, I set out with 
three of our company for Dublin, leaving at 8, A. M., and travel- 
ing the distance — one hundred and sixty-four miles — in seven 
hours and a half, a very moderate rate of speed ; another train 
goes in six hours. I enjoyed the journey greatly. The scenery 
was new and much of it strange ; the route lay near or 
through some towns already familiar to me by name ; and not a 
few ancient ruins came into view, some of them very perfect. I 
was disappointed, however, in the aspect of the country. There 
were few indications of a high state of cultivation ; the heclge:^ 
were mostly ragged and untrimmed, the crops were generally short, 
and there were few fruit trees. Three facts accounted, in part, fcr 
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some of this. The road passes through not the best part of the 
country, the season had been unusually dry, and the landlords 
were changing their productions — substituting cattle and sheep for^ 
grain. This last accounted for the comparative scantiness of farm" 
buildings ; the people who once cultivated the land are, largely^ no 
longer here, they are in America or Australia. 

We witnessed a scene which, in consequence of these changes, 
often, very often — daily occurs in this country — the separating of 
some emigrants from their kindred.. It occurred at a station not 
far from Tipperary. As the train wa^ holding up, a strange shriek 
or wail was heard. When the noise of the rolling wheels had 
ceased, the shrieks redoubled, and we soon learned their source. 
I at once repaired to the rear of the tfain and found there a com- 
partment of a ^' carriage " — as they are here called — occupied by a 
small company rf emigrants — ^popish, and of almost the lowest 
class. On the platform were standing perhaps thirty or forty of 
the kindred and friends. All were gesticulating most violently- 
shaking hands or embracing the departing, and uttering the most 
earnest wails and outcries, or invoking upon them the blessings of 
the saints and of the Virgin Mary ; weeping of course and sob- 
bing, as if their hearts wrfuld break. Among them was a young 
girl bidding a long farewell to ' her equally youthful lover, about 
to leave her to find a future fqp both beyond the ocean. There 
was a lull, but a very brief one. The same outcries, only intensi- 
fied, resounded along the platform, time after time, during the ten 
minutes the train stopped, and were renewed again, if possible, 
with fresh violence as we left the station — some having placed 
themselves by the side of the track in advance. It was pitiful and 
aftecting, but so excessive were the manifestations as to appear, in 
measure, ridiculous. Such scenes, I may add, are witnessed by 
the officials of the trains and by many others with an indifference, 
parjly the effect of habit, but in part also, as I found upon inquiry, 
owing to a conviction on their part, that a large proportion of 
these demonstrations is not to be taken as evidence of correspond- 
ing feeling. To a stranger, however, they present sights and 
souncls^not easily forgotten. That the emigrants do, in the great 
majority of cases, vastly improve their condition, and that their ab- 
sence leaves very desirable room for those who remain behind, are 
unquestionable facts ; and yet, it is equally clear, in the meantime, 
that thousands of hearts are rent withHhe deepest grief in parting 
with their nearest and dearest friends and kindred. The problem 
of Ireland — the south particularly — ^is a terrible one. 

The cities and towns on the line of the road are often beautiful 
as seen from the car; some of them, as seen from any ppint of 
view. The streets appeared to be narrow, but are well macadam- 
ized, bordered often by well clipped hedges on the outskirts, in the 
centres of the place substantially built up, and in all places of any 
magnitude, adorned with a fine church, perhaps a castle, and some 
fine dwellings of the wealthy. In some, however, very miserable 
tenements appeared in too great proximity to those of greater ele- 
gance. 
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We reached Dublin at 3.85, P. M. Our day's journey had been 
to me full of interest, and not wanting in instruction. The air 
had been just at the right temperature. There was no dust. We 
had as companions two young Englishmen, who had traveled 
largely in these islands, and were now on their return from Killar- 
ney, and were very communicative. No incident had occurred to 
mar our comfort, and what with old ruins, celebrated localities and 
living scenes, our attention had been constantly kept up, our time 
not unprofitably occupied. 

Dublin is an orderly, as it is a beautiful city. The station, on 
the south side of the Liffey — which runs through the city — and in 
the extreme west, is an admirable specimen of the elegant and 
permanent structures which generally mark the termini of rail roads 
in these lands. There were nd beggars here. The drivers of the 
"jaunting" cars and cabs are respectful and faithful. There is no 
crowding or pushing. Their rates are low. We were agreeably 
disappointed. We had looked for a repetition of the experiences 
of Queenstown and Cork^ Nothing of the kind, at first, or at all 
during our stay. We were driven to the Imperial Hotel, where we 
lodged — four of us, with a reasonable supply of ^'luggage," and a 
distance of three-fourths of a mile, for two shillings. Our course 
lay along the Liifey, on the north side, having crossed on one of 
the seven or eight light and elegant stone bndges by which it is 
spanned within the limits of the city. It is about two hundred 
feet wide, lined like a canal with stone walls. We found the 
streets macadamized, with a few places paved — and sometimes the 
sidewalks — with small cobble stones. My fi^rst business, after ar- 
ranging for rooms, was to seek out the Reformed Presbyterian So- 
ciety, a congregation which I knew had been, at least, in this city. 
But where it was, or whether it had a pastor, or who composed it, 
I did not know — not even the name of one person. However, on 
opening the Directory, I found the locality of their house of wor- 
ship — 11 Aungier street. This ascertained, I occupied a couple of 
hours in visiting Phoenix Park in company with my traveling com- 
panions. It is on the west side of the city and contains 1,759 
acres. It has a fine zoological garden, fine roads, beautiful groves, 
and as it occupies high ground, presents many very striking views 
of the mountains on the south-east, and of the valleys associated 
with them. This park would repay large expenditure, but at the 
present time, public funds are scarce and very wisely but little is 
expended on these grounds. As it is, it is rather a provision for 
the wealthy, who do not need such a resort, than for the poor, to 
whom it would be of use to escape occasionally the narrow and not 
very cleanly streets and restricted closes which occupy not a smaU 
portion of the capital of Ireland. The public buildings here are 
well worthy of notice. The most remarkable of these lie on the 
south side of the Liffey. The University of Dublin is an extensive 
pile of buildings, most ancient, of the age of Queen Elizabeth, and 
a noble structure. To me the most singular feature was the large 
park, or rather meadow, lying as it does in the centre of the city. 
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There are between five and six thousand students in the university 
at this time. The Bank of Ireland — the old Parliament House- 
is a large and, every way, well constructed edifice. I visited the 
old House of Lords, which remains precisely as the Irish peers left 
it when Ireland was merged into England. It is an exceedingly 
plain room, with the exception of two pieces of Gobelin tapestry, 
occupying and nearly filling the opposite sides of the room, one 
representmg the Battle of the Boyne, the other the Siege of Derry. 
It always stirs my blood to witness the scenes of important events, 
and especially the scene of a long series of historical incidents. 

On oabbath morning — it was Saturday when I reached DubUn 
. — I found my way to 11 Aungier street, but only to learn — as I 
did from Mr. Kirk, the "caretaker'' of the house of worship occu- 
pied by the society of our people — that they had no pastor— num- 
bered about forty — had no supplies that day, but always held so- 
ciety when there was no preaching. At 12, M., a goodly company 
had assembled, among them Mr. Kirk and Mr. Fergusson, elders. 
Our meeting continued until 2J, P. M. I formed a very favorable 
opinion of the intelligence and chara(?ler of those whom I had 
thus providentially met. I dined, by invitation, with Mr. Morton, 
where I met some others of the brethren, residing, I believe, in 
the same dwelling, and relatives of him or of his wife. They held 
but one social meeting on Sabbath. When they have supplies the 
hours of service are 12, M. and 6, P. M., the usual hours in IJjiflin. 
Their house is small, has attached to it some rooms whichjrent 
for nearly $200 per annum, meeting the rent, within about ?10, 
which they pay for the entire premises. They are anxious for 
more frequent preaching, and made application to Synod at its late 
meeting to this eftect. Synod granted them half time. I am con- 
vinced that the true plan of dealing with a case. like this is to fur- 
nish full time, if it can possibly be done. Of course the ability to 
do so is the determining element in the case, and from what I 
heard at Synod, I am well convinced that all has been done that 
could be. Presbyterianism is prospering in Dublin. The General 
Assembly has a number of congregations in the city and the vicin- 
ity, and feel very much encouraged. The United Presbyterians 
have a small congregation, and are exerting themselves to extend 
their operations and influence. The prospects of our society are 
not bright. Little can be accomplished in such a place unless ^ 
there is regular preaching, or indeed without a pastor, and he an 
unusually active, godly, earnest and efficient man. Some of the 
brethren here have been residents of Dublin for many years, and 
still hold on faithfully. May they yet see the cause established 
and prospering in this centre of governmental and episcopal influ- 
ence in Ireland. And this reminds me of the very noticeable fact, 
that with a single exception, we have not a fixed congregation in 
the capital city or town of any nation or state. The exception is 
Boston, Mass., which is alone in this respect in the United States. 
There is an instance or two there, as Dublin here, where we have 
societies; but I speak of organized and settled congregations. 
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Dublin is a very beautiful city. Its society is highly polished. 
The English tongue is spoken here with an accuracy and finish 
superior to any place on the earth. I have already stated that 
Qeneral Assembly Presbyterianism flourishes here at the present 
time in an extraordinary degree. That body has here a number of 
wealthy and public-spirited laymen, and an industrious and evan- 
gelical corps of ministers. Episcopacy^ and popery, however, 
largely predominate, and hence it is not* strange that the streets 
are. alive with "jaunting cars" and other conveyances on the Sab- 
bath, and that many stores are open, f he peace of tbe city is 
pretty well preserved by a large body of police, and a garrison of 
soldiers, but three small fights occurred while I was there, directly 
in front of our hotel. 

I left Dublin, Tuesday, June 27th, for Derry, where the Re- 
formed Presbyterian Synod met on the previous evening. On 
Monday I visited the National Exhibition, a very admirable dis- 
play of works of art, ornamental -and useful, gathered from foreign 
nations, even from India, as well as from the three kingdoms. My 
only regret was that I had time for no more than a mere hasly 
glance at multitudes of objects that would have repaid careful ex- 
amination. In the evening I met with some of the ministers of 
the Dublin Presbytery of the General Assembly, at the house of 
one of their number, Mr. Hall, where we spent a very agreeable 
houi||finding them to be all intelligent and affable, and much bet- 
ter informed than I expected upon affairs in the United States. 

On leaving Dublin we passed through a district of country ly- 
ing very near the sea, penetrated in many places, and bordered by 
"bays and arms of the sea. This as far as Dundalk, where we took 
the road that turns inland, and runs on the west side of Lough 
Neagh. The tillage was superior here to what we had seen further 
Bonth, the crops more promising, the improvements better. Some 
of the views were very striking. An hour and a half brought us 
to the Boyne-water at Drogheda, a fine town as seen from the 
cars, from the top of the elevated bridge over the river just below 
the town, and in sight of the bay. Three miles above the town is 
the scene of the great and decisive battle between William and 
James, by which Ireland was lost to the latter. I noticed that the 
eastern suburbs of Drogheda are made up of low, small, thatched 
dwellings, indicating a considerable proportion,- at least, of poor 
among the population. 

There was nothing remarkable from this point until we arrived 
in the vicinity of Derry, where the appearance of things manifestly 
improved. The want of rain was visible in the scantiness of the 
streams, but to my eye, was only in some instances in the state of 
the crops — they appeared to be green, and growing; much less so, 
however, I have no doubt, than nad there been abundance of rain. 
The buildings are here larger, more comfortable and substantial 
looking than generally in the countries we had passed through. 
The contrast between the North and South — between the Pro- 
testant and Popish part of Ireland — is all that it has so often been 
assorted to be. * 
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I may as well mention here that the railway system has been very 
greatly extended in this country, since my former visit in 1848, 
and improved also. At that time there were but two short roads 
in the norths now they run to all required places ; then the second 
class carriages — ^bv which the middle classes may always travel- 
were without cushions, now they are cushioned and are comfort- 
able, as much so as they can be expected to be as tong as there is 
any distinction made between first and second classes, or as they 
will until Britain has good sense and good feeling enough to adopt 
our American style of car. In one thing at any rate — and this I 
find universally acknowledged — they are here far behind us : the 
baggage arrangements. There is no "check system.*' The tra- 
veler must look after his own baggage at the beginning, end df 
his journey, and whenever a change is made in care. It is some- 
thing strange — this reluctance to learn from us, even in such a 
matter as this. If our plan were generally known here, no ques- 
tion public sentiment would force it upon the railroad companies. 
I see no peculiar benefit to the traveler arising from any arrange- 
ment here regarding tickets. The roads themselves are better, 
however, and have some advantages. Among the latter is the fact 
that they are all enclosures, and are almost inaccessible to cattle. 
Besides, roads crossing them generally either pass over or under; 
if obliged to cross at the same level, a gate is fixed on the road, 
attended by a porter, who closes it when a train is approa|hing. 
All this furnishes securities against accident beyond whiat wenay^. 
However, accidents do occur, and not unfrequently. 

I arrived in Derry about 3.30, P. M., and found that the Synod 
had just adjourned until 6, P. M. At that time it resumed busi- 
ness. There was a good attendance of members — ^the ministers 
were all present, I think, with one exception, and a number of 
ruling elders. There was also present a deputation from the Synod 
in Scotland, Revs. Messrs. Anderson and Wallace, and Mr. 
M'Qnaker, ruling elder. I met with a very cordial welcome, and 
was glad to meet so many of my old acquaintances, and all look- 
ing comparatively little worn. Some I missed, and most notice- 
able among them, the noble form of the venerable Dr. Stavely, 
the moderator of the Synod of 1848, and in wjiose hospitable 
dwelling and genial fellowship I passed some happy days during 
my sojourn in Ireland. 

The Synod met in Rev. Mr. Nevin's church, a small Grothic edi- 
fice, well situated, not far from the Foyle, and altogether quite 
creditable to the congregation. The business on hand the first 
session I attended was the proposed change in the latter part of 
the fourth term of communion ; L e., to substitute for a specific 
acknowledgment that the act of covenant renovation at Auchin- 
saugh was agreeable to the Word of God, a recognition of the ad- 
ditional obligation arising from act of covenant renovation of the 
Reformed Presbyterian Church. The discussion was opened \f^ 
Professor Dick in an able speech. He was followed by others, fr<i 
and con^ until a late hour, when, upon the vote being taken by 
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calling the roll, the amendment was carried by a majority of 24 to 
9. On the result being ascertained some feeling was manifested, 
*\)ut there is good reason to hope that the opponents of the change 
will not push their views further. It has been under consideration 
some years, and had been already postponed three or four;j^mes ; 
and hence it was considered the wisest course to now cov© to a 
final vote. 

Wednesday evening excellent addresses were delivered by min- 
isters of the Scottish deputation, accompanied by requests for min- 
isterial aid, which that Synod greatly needs. They have now 
eleven congregations and but five ministers to supply them, be- 
sides some societies and stations seekingx>rdinances. Of course 
their ministers are severely worked, and cannot withal even take 
the work required of them. There were very warm sympathies 
expressed by the members of Synod toward the brethren in Scot- 
land, and some arrangements made for giving them some help in 
this em^ency. They are not able, however, to do much. They 
agreed to keep Manchester well supplied, and also to furnish 
preaching half time to the congregation in Dublin. This, with 
the necessary labors among the vacancies in the north, will em- 
ploy all their resources of men and money. The last class in the 
Theological Hall numbers thirteen — two being from Scotland, and 
two from another quarter, leaving nine from the Irish church, two 
of whom, I understand, are to be licensed this summer. There is 
therefore a supply in prospect for both Synods. 

The same evening — June 28 — addresses were delivered by Mr. 
Stott and myself; Mr. S. having arrived this morning. These ad- 
dresses were chiefly taken up in presenting a view, necessarily 
very general, of the state of the church in the United States, of 
the country itself, and of our Testimony. I took the opportunity 
to lay before the Synod our education plans, particularly in refer- 
ence to colored youth. At the close of our remarks, a resolution 
was adopted, on motion of Dr. Houston, of a very friendly charac- 
ter, and recoramending our efforts to establish a college as above 
to the liberality of their people. 

The exercises of the evening were protracted, but were waited 
upon to the close by ari audience, respectable in numbers and 
character. It was very pleasant — and the fact was alluded to by 
members of Synod — to be present at a meeting in which there 
were representatives from all the Synods of the Keformed Presby- 
terian Church ; a kind of general Synod of the Covenanting 
Church. Rev. A. Stevenson, D. D., was present, who is here for 
the sake of his health. 

I find no very marked changes in the congregations or their con- 
dition ^du ring the interval since my former visit, except that a 
considerable portion have now other pastors. Death and removals 
liave made vacancies, which have been filled by young men or by 
tlransposition. The young men, I hear, are highly promising, and 
are all laboring as " workmen needing not to be ashamed." That 
they do not grow rapidly and extend their boundaries is not 
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strange. The congregations here are still more or less drained by 
emigration, and do not a little when they hold their own ; their 
testimony is not popular, and the difference between them and the 
large Presbyterian is not quite so marked as with us. They have 
lost no ground, however; upon the whole, they make progress. 
They iFe not discouraged, at all events — they have that grand and 
sure ground of hope, common to all : the promise that " all na- 
tions shall yet serve Christ, the only Saviour, and the supreme 
Lord and King." 

The mode of doing business in the Synod, and in other ecclesi- 
astical bodies, varies much from ours. The order in which the 
different items shall be taken up and considered is fixed by the 
moderator and clerk ; the latter seeming really to do the work 
This is equivalent to our " order of the day," except that it is done 
early in the session and includes aU the business. These items 
are taken up in succession ; as one is finished another comes up, 
of course, in the order, although it may not be at the time pre- 
scribed. Each item — as a report — becomes the object (?r conver- 
sation ; sometimes a motion is made at once. If not, the conver- 
sation goes freely on, until the Synod is either fully agreed, or 
such as would like something better, are willing to drop the oppo- 
sition and allow the thing to pass. There is no "putting the ques- 
tion." At a .certain stage, the moderator states the motion— 

" Moved and seconded by . Is it passed ? It is passed." This 

does not always stop the' discussion, which may be renewed, and 
proceed again, until brought to a close as before. Or if the mat- 
ter be of moment, there is a motion and a counter motion— an 
"amendment," as it is called. Then the question is put, " Those 
for the motion ? those for the amendment ?" I believe that it is 
only by the proposal of an amendment that a regular "vote *' can 
be had. In other words, if no second question is made, there is 
no " putting the question." 

To one accustomed to our modes, these methods are not cer- 
tainly satisfactory ; certainly not so much as our own more precise 
and definite "putting the question " in reference to every item of 
business that we act upon. Here our mode would, with their pre- 
vious habits, be still more unsatisfactory, for I learn that the tak- 
ing of a vote is apt to leave behind it some degree .of feeling in 
the minds of disappointed parties. Practice would modify it, of 
course. 

Derry has much improved since 1848. Railroads have connected 
it closely with the rest of the island. Ocean steamers call here. 
It carries on its own emigrant and timber traffic. The river bears 
quite a fleet at the wharves of small coasting vessels, or traders to 
the neighboring islands. Many new buildings have been erected 
outside of the walls, perhaps on all sides : on the east, I know. 
The structures on the "water-side" — the opposite bank of the 
Foylc — are much changed for the better, and a very substantial 
and elegant bridge has replaced the old and very imperfect one. 
There are not a few well-replenished stores, and signs are not 
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wanting of activity and thrift in the various departments of busi- 
ness. The houses of worship are highly creditable to the religious 
part of the community, evincing taste and public spirit. The en- 
virons present many scenes of rural beauty, and many domains 
and residences, evidently the abodes of wealth and culture. The 
old walls are, of course, there still. Since my former visit repairs 
have been made upon them, and a new gate has been opened in the 
south side ; a great contrast incolor, as well as in architecture, to the 
dark, massive, ancient bulwark. I did see a few ragged persons in 
the streets, but very few indeed compared with what I witnessed 
seventeen years ago. That was just after the famine years, and 
great was the destitution of multitudes then. There are still poor 
— abject poor — to be met with, but very rarely comparatively. 

The Synod adjourned on Friday, at 3, P. M., having finished 
the business brought before them, and appointed a commission 
which meets three or four times in a year, and transacts much busi- 
ness that would otherwise demand the attention of the Synod. As 
the members can all return in a few hours to their homes, they 
take their departure mostly at once, to occupy their pulpits on the 
next Sabbath. A meeting of Synod here, does not, as with us, in- 
volve silent Sabbaths throughout the church. 

I left for Belfast, where I arrived on Friday, at 10, P. M., and 
took lodgings a few doors from thie church and manse, in a very 
desirable part of the city, in a quiet, homelike family. The ap- 
pearance of the country and of the towns through which the rail- 
way passes, surprised and delighted me. It runs along the shore 
of the lough and of the ocean, as far as Oolerain, or nearly. A 
portion of the land has been reclaimed. Quite a mountain range 
—the M'Gilligan — fills and bounds the view on part of the crag 
on the right. The lough and then the sea on the left. Many — 
most — of the dwellings are stone, often two storied, with comfort^ 
able out-houses. The fields are well cultivated and productive. From 
the mouth of the Foyle, east, small watering places occur, rapidly 
filling up at this time. Altogether, you will not often see a fairer 
or more pleasant looking district of country, than this. Colerain 
is plainly a prosperous town. Its spacious* and well built station 
indicates a considerable travel. A railway branches off here to 
the chief watering places on this coast — Port Stewart and Port 
Rush. From Colerain, we passed through Ballmorey and Bally- 
mena, and near by Antrim and Carrickfergus. All these give evi- 
dence of an improved state of aft'airs, compared with ^hat came 
under my notice presently. J. M. W. 



DEFlClBNCr OF MINISTERS. 

There are many indications of a wide-felt anxiety respecting the 
supply of ministers for the present and immediate future of our 
country. Missionary boards are demanding more men, as a con- 
dition of sustaining, much more of extending, their'work. The 
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religious press has not been silent. Profs. Fiske and Bartlett, ot 
Chicago, have written on the subject, showing an alarming present 
and prospective want. And now a glance at the great ecclesias- 
tical bodies, constituted of members froni all parts of the land, 
shows how appalling is this peril to the work of Christ. What- 
ever topic may be under consideration — be it the cause of minis- 
terial education, the obligations of Christians to the South, the 
claims of home iand foreign missions, or the general interests of 
religion in the churches — the supply of men is sure to be the vital 
point of discussion and prayerful. 

God has ordained that, by the agency of the Christian ministry, 
the truth of the gospel shall do its work. What though the fields 
are everywhere white for the harvest, and there were ample means 
at the disposal of the benevolent boards, without ministers in 
sufficient numbers, and of the right stamp, the work of Christ 
cannot be extended. 

How shall the needful supply be secured ? The methods mainly 
relied on are prayer for more powerful revivals ; consecration by 
Christian parents of their sons to the gospel work ; diligence in 
pastors and churches in seeking out suitable candidates ; ample 
provision for educational aid, and preaching the great gospel 
truths with increased simplicity, constancy and fervor, so that the 
love of souls shall be awakened, and many a young man experi- 
ence the divine constraint of Paul, " Woe is me, if I preach not 
the gospel!" 

Wow each of these methods is wise and Christian. But we are 
convinced that the essential condition of -supply is left out of sight 
in the discussions and measures of the day. This we believe to be 
an equitable remuneration for talents employed, and labor done in 
this office of society ; in other words, adequate pecuniary support 
for ministers. In an age intensely material, when talent finds 
abundant encouragement and reward in secular pursuits ; when 
the passion for wealth is universal and mastering, when the com- 
monest wants of life are vastly multiplied, and the means of res- 
pectable living are increased to a degree that formerly would have 
been considered opulent, there has been no corresponding advance 
in the salaries of ministers as a class. And it is expected that 
intelligent, energetic, human young men, because they are pious, 
will devote themselves to a profession relatively depreciated in 
honor and influence, and involving unparalleled self-denial, crush- 
ing pecuniary cares, poverty and shame. They will not do it in 
any great numbers. A few simple considerations will make it 
apparent that this is the main point on which the matter turns. 

1. There is no deficiency of pious young men in the churches. 
Thousands of devoted, principled young men have gone forth in 
successive years to battle and die for liberty and practical right- 
eousness, and have made the camp the house of God, and the 
bloody field the gate of heaven. Is not here material fitted for 
the times, and vmich might revive the glories and fervors of 
primitive evangelism ? If you look through the various branches 
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of trade and business enterprise, you find an unusually large per- 
centage of intelligent, pio^s young men. They are benevolent, 
exemplary, active in Sunday school, and other forms of gospel 
work. Our cities and laree towns have their Christian associ- 
ations, sustained by this class, and doing great good. Why are 
not these men, whose hearts burn with love of the Saviour, sep- 
arated to his work? A majority of them have, probably, debated 
the question of personal duty in this regard. But the demands 
and inducements of business relatively to the ministry have been 
such as to warp their judgments to the side of secular engage- 
ments, or appall them by the contrast of hardship and poverty in 
the Master's work. 

2. The method of the Lord in sending labovers into his harvest 
is by the urgency of Christian parents, churches and pastors. 
Formerly, the sacred office was held in high esteem by parents. 
It was a signal mark of divine favor to them and their sons if they 
were called to it. But now this is greatly changed. They can 
have no heart to ask so great a sacrifice of the children of their 
love and tenderness. They prefer their advancement in business 
pursuits, even dissuading their sons from seeking the ministry by 
the arguments of more experienced judgment. Churches contemn 
ministers. They have lost much of the sense, once cherished, of 
the honor and authority of the office as appointed by Christ, and 
a crowning gift to his church. Christian men even wickedly 
covet, for secular employments, the bright talents and stirring 
energy of young men whom the Lord has redeemed for himself. 
Of course, the influence of churches is not on the side of the Lord 
in this matter. And as for pastors, they have felt too much of the 
bitterness of the work, and too little of its sweets in the kindness, 
sympathy and just dealing, to say nothing of generosity, of the 
churches, to be much interested in leading their youthful brethren 
into the same life of trial, disgrace and debt They cannot right- 
eously encourage them to share their work. They are even leaving 
it in great numbers, simply because, with present salaries, and 
existing views in the churches in reference thereto, they find it 
impossible to live honestly and provide for their households, which 
is a paramount duty in the Lord. 

8. We have said many are abandoning the profession. Many 
more are laid aside from unacceptabilily. This class has largely 
increased of late years. Thus there exists the anomaly, at first 
inexplicable, that, while the anxious demand comes up for more 
men, there is an increasing surplus of unemployed men. The 
principal cause of this disabling is inadequate salaries. All other 
and apparent causes will be found referable to this one, and would ' 
be largely counteracted by its removal. Ministers are, through 
sheer poverty, cut off from the necessary conditions of mental 
growth, activity and spiritual efficiency. Like thp Israelitish slaves 
of the Egyptian tyrant, they are compelled to deliver "the tale of 
bricks,'' while the straw to make them with is withheld. Without 
books and periodicals, supplying them with the ripest learning and 
20 
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best stimnlus of th^ir profession ; deprived of the means of recrea- 
tion by travel, observation of the wodd, and exploration of the 
treasures of literature and art gatliered in our large cities, and, on 
the other hand, subjected to the rigors and mental harassments of 
a base support, if even able to keep free from debt, is it to be won- 
d'Cred at that their sermons and pastoral ministrations should fail 
in growth, sympathy and power to hold the interest and affection 
of their people ? The only possible result is dullness, inefficiency, 
and a sure loosening of the ties binding together pastor and people 
in Christ. It is between this upper and nether millstone of in- 
creased demand on the one hand and pecuniary injustice on the 
other, that so many clergymen, who started with fair gifts and 
promise, are crushed in spirit, broken in health, so disabled and 
thrown aside from their work, ]^ut ' hors du corniat in the Lord's 
battle. 

It may be felt by some minds — if not felt, said — ^that the above 
views substitute mercenary ior proper gospel motives to assume the sa- 
cred office. We reply that it is not demanded, nor desirable, that the 
ministerial should take rank with secular professions as a lucrati?e 
callingiT It should never be sought from any worldly consider- 
ations — only from the inwrought calling of the Master to seek and 
save souls. When the whole church has gone after mammon, 
there should be at least a class of Christians who show that they are 
separated from the world, not following idolatrously its honors, 
riches and vanities, but living for a kingdom not of the world that 
now TS. Let the ordained witnesses of the gospel of the kingdom, 
at least, represent on earth, amid its rivalries and maddening 
passions, the form, features and sublimity of a divine life. But 
our merciful Lord does not try his people above what they can 
bear. IIo even commands that they l.ive honestly and provide for 
their own households. There is no peculiar obligation of poverty 
resting on ministers at the present day. There is ample means in 
the churches for their comfortable support. And God abundantly 
warns his people of their wickedness, and of his displeasure in- 
curred, in withholding from his servants what is just and neces- 
sary for their work's sake. 

So far from demanding that the sacred calling shall be made 
lucrative, we only assert that salaries in it, by the operation of the 
war, have been depreciated far below the previous standard. Rise, 
where it has been accorded^ has not been proportioned to the 
hundred per cent, increase in the cost of living* As to voluntary 
donations — what is facetiously called ''^church generosity*' — the fifty, 
one hundred, or two hundred dollars, in these times of enormous 
"prices, given to justify a confessed deficiency of stipulated support, 
is simply insulting and dishonest. In consequence, ministers are 
subjected to unprecedented hardships and almost universal debt 
A secretary of one of our benevolent societies recently declared 
that, to his knowledge, the mass of pastors in one of the older 
New England States were obliged to run behind one hundred and 
fifty to three hundred dollars for the plainest provision of their 
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femilies. This state of things has been notorious for years. Tet, 
not till this moment, when the crisis of the gospel cause in our 
country is fully upon us, has there been any serious thought to 
provide for it in the way of laborers. And Christians are opening 
their eyes with alarm, because, in such pecuniary conditions of 
the ministry, young men are not rushing into it. Is it reasonable 
to suppose they would ? Does Christian principle require that they 
should ? They see the mass of ministers suifering, and practically 
despised. The very members of churches who commit this in- 
justice they see receiving fabulous incomes in the ways of business, 
and indulging in lavish expenditure for everything heart can want. 
Talents, education, labor, every way inferior, are commanding am- 
pler remuneration in business pursuits. In the town where the 
writer resides, there are scores of boys and young men with 
no more than a common school and trade education, who, as ac- 
countants, superintendents in mills, or mechanics, are receiving a 
far higher average of salaries than the clergymen. 

While such conditions obtain, there will be an increasing de- 
ficiency of ministerial candidates. And it is idle and hypocritical 
for professing Christians who are rolling in wealth to be indulging 
in the platitudes of the abstract question of duty. The gospel 
ministry is indeed by divine appointment and jcall. But we are 
told the treasure is in eaHhen vessels. And hence this calling is 
not exempted from the operation of the laws of pecuniary supply 
and demand that obtain in other employments. There must cer- 
tainlj^ be a reasonable prospect of a comtortable support. All that 
we ask is that the Christian motives have a chance to operate upon 
the miuds of young men. 

Therefore, we conclude that the remedy for the danger feared 
lies with the churches. And it is simple and easy. It" is merely 
raising the salaries of their pastors, so that they shall bear some 
just proportion to the prices of labor in other fields, and toj.^ 
expenses of living. The Lord will send more laborers inter his 
harvest when his people show their gratitude by a liberal support 
of those already given. — Selected. 
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Wb are all aware that special promises are made in the Scrip- 
tures to those who shall be instrumental in turning many from 
darkness, and converting sinners from the error ot their ways. 
We ordinarily apply these promises to individuals, and expect 
them to be made good to the zealous minister and the self-deny- 
ing missionary. Undoubtedly, the application is just, for we can- 
not question those who have faithfully and successfully labored in 
winning souls to Christ shall receive a portion of more than ordi- 
nary excellence, when the Master comes to reckon with his ser- 
vants. But we know not why those promises may not be as 
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applicable to communities as to individuals, if communities regard 
God's oracles as a sacred deposit, and themselves as stewards, who 
must give an account of their distribution. The earth has never 
yet presented the grand spectacle of what might be called a mis- 
sionary nation, a people who felt that the true religion was held 
in trust for the benefit of the world, and who concentrated their 
enerfifies on beinff faithful in this stewardship. It cannot be said 
that the Jews did this, though, in spite of their frequent rebellions 
and lapses into idolatry, they were the salt .which prevented the 
complete decomposition of the moral world, and the light which 
alone relieved the dense moral darkness. It cannot be said that 
we ourselves have done this, whatever the eiForts that have of late 
years been made for translating the Scriptures into various lan- 
guages and conveying them to the various districts of the globe. 
There has been nothing which has approached to a national recog- 
nition and a national acting on the recognition that God has made 
this land the depository of his word, in order that we might em- 
ploy those resources which an unlimited commerce places at our 
disposal, in diffusing that word over the enormous wastes of pa- 
ganism. It is not by the endeavors and actions of private individuals 
that the national stewardship can be faithfully discharged. A nation 
must act through its governors ; and then only would the nation 
prove its sense that the oracles of God h&d been deposited with it 
in order to distribution through the world, when its governors 
made the conversion of the heathen one great object for which 
they legislated and labored. 

In this manner would a Christian state occupy the same position 
amongst nations as an affluent Christian amongst the houses and 
hamlets of a distressed neighborhood. Just as the individual 
counts it his privilege and business to communicate of his tempo- 
ral abundance to the inmates of surrounding cottages, so would 
tl^ijjgtate count it its privilege and business to communicate of its 
spimual abundance to the ignorant in surrounding territories. 
-And however little ground there may be for hope that any Christ- 
ian state will step forward and take to itself a missionary charac- 
ter, we may be sure that the absence of all national effort to dis- 
seminate revelation is offensive in God's sight, and must sooner or 
later provoke retribution. The Bible is not given to a people ex- 
clusively for their own use. It is the food of the whole world, 
the volume from which whatever is human must draw the soul's 
sustenance. And no more right have a people to keep this book 
to themselves while thousands in other lands are worn down by 
moral famine, than they would have to hoard the earth's fruits if 
their own wants were supplied and the cry of starving multitudes 
swept across the seas. 

Neither would the faithful discharge of the stewardship be with- 
out its reward. Scripture affirms that it is for the advantage of a 
people that there have been deposited with them the oracles of God. 
We may conclude, therefore, that in acting on the principle that 
the oracles are held in trust for the benefit of the world, a people 



Letter from General Assembly of Free Church of Scotland. , 309 

would secure the recompense graciously annexed to the laboring 
to extend the kingdom of Christ. Who indeed, that remembers 
that we live under an economy of strict retribution, and that na- 
tions can be dealt with, as nations only, on this side of eternity, 
can doubt that the faithful discharge of the national stewardship 
would be the best means of advancing and upholding our national 
greatness ? — Selected. 



LETTER FROM THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 

It gives us pleasure to lay before oar readers the following letter addressed 
by the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland to the various 
Presbyterian bodies in this land, forwarded through Rev. 8. Bowden, late 
Clerk of Synod. The postscript of the introductory note by the principal 
clerk of the Assembly, presents the peculiarly gratifying fact that our posi- 
tion in regard to slavery is understood by that venerable body, and of course 
ihat we are not included in the remark respecting ^' the divergence of senti- 
ment and action " formerly existing between the Assembly and the Presbyte- 
riau bodies in this land. T. S. 

FasB Ghuboh Office, North BiiNK St., Edinburgh, Jane 30, 1865. 
To the Clerk of the S^nod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in North 
America: 

Dear Brother in Christ — Herewith I have the pleasure of transmit- 
ting to you, for the Supreme Court of your Church,. an address from the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland. 

Allow me to req^uest the favor of your having it brought under the notice 
of that Court in ^e manner most agreeable to its forms and practice. 
Believe me, dear shr, with Christian regard, yours truly, 

H. Wellwood Monoriepf, 

' Principal Clerk of the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland. 
P. S. — ^The General Assembly of the Free* Church of Scotland are quite 
aware of the position which the Reformed Presbyterian Church has always 
taken up against slavery, but it was deemed desirable to send the same ad- 
dress to all the churches alike. H. W. M. 

To the Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in North America : 
Dear Christian Brethren — We take advantage of the meet- 
ing of our General Assembly, at present convened, to greet you 
cordially in the name of the Lord. We feel constrained to do so 
in consequence of the singularly momentous character of recent 
events in your country, and of their mighty influence on your re- 
spective churches. It may be premature to say much, as the 
echoes of war have scarce yet died away and the future may be, in 
other ways, as eventful as these four years of conflict ; but, with- 
out anticipating Providence, we have a plain Christian duty to 
discharge in consequence of what falls already within the province 
of history. 
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God has assuredly been speaking to your country by terrible 
things in righteousness. The plowshare of war has gone deep 
into the souls of yourpeople. You have been long familiar with 
scenes of bloodshed such as the world never saw before, and we 
pray God, if consistent with his holy will, it may never witness 
again. But, even in this respect, good has corae out of evil ; for 
the agony and ruin of war have opened up to you many new fields 
of Christian philanthropy. We refer in particular to the work of 
your " Christian Commission," with its rich provision for the tem- 
poral and spiritual wants of your soldiers and sailors ; and we hope 
that all churches shall profit by this noble exhibition of Christian 
love, in a singularly arduous and self-sacrificing t«phere of labor. 

We have special pleasure in referring to the sympathy lately 
awakened on behalf of America among all classes in Britain, by 
the assassination of your great and good President; and we adore 
the Most High, who has thus turned one of the blackest crimes of 
our age into a means of softening down asperities of feeling, of 
correcting grave misunderstandings, of fusing the henrts of na- 
tions in love; above all, of calling forth in full measure the pray- 
ers of Christ's people on this side of the Atlantic on behalf of your 
sorely stricken land. We rejoice that your country is to have rest 
from war, and that the restoration of peace is to be followed by 
the abolition of slavery. No words could better express our views 
than those of your lamented President, written in April, 1864: "I 
claim not to have controlled events, but confess plainly that events 
have controlled me. Now, at the end of three years' struggle, the 
nation's condition is not what either party or any man devised or 
expected. God alone can claim it. Whither it is tending seems 
plain. If God now wills the removal of a great wi;ong, and wills 
also that we of the North, as well as you of the South, shall pay 
fairly for our complicity in that wrong, impartial history will find 
therein new causes to attest and revere the justice and goodness of 
God." The divergence of sentiment and action formerly existing 
between you and us as to this question thus ceases, and we give the 
glory to Him who is righteous in all his ways and holy in all his 
works. As there is really nothing now to prevent a complete and 
cordial understanding between the British and American churches, 
we take theearliestpossibleopportunity of giving utterance to this 
conviction and desire of our hearts. Our prayers shall rise with 
yours to the throne of grace, in asking for your rulers and your 
people all heavenly wisdom in dealing with one of the weightiest 
social problems ever presented to any country for solution. We 
shall watch with the liveliest interest the future history of the ne- 
gro race within your borders ; and you have our best wishes for 
the success of every scheme bearing on their temporal and spirit- 
ual welfare. We are by no means forgetful of our former share 
, of national guilt as to negro slavery, and it would ill become us to 
judge you harshly or unadvisedly. But it is right and proper that 
we should encourage you by our British experience-.-for the abo- 
lition of slavery in our West India islands removed a great stum- 



Letter from General AB9eMty of Free Church of Scotland. '811 

blin^-block out of our path — it led to a marked quickening of the 
public conscience, it gave our country a far higher Christian place 
among the nations, and it enabled all the churches to proclaim 
with fullness and sincerity, the gospel of salvation through Him 
who came to undo the heavy burdens and to break every yoke. 
We have no doubt that your churches will be ready to follow 
where Providence now points out the way. 

As the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland, we 
have every cause to reciprocate sentiments of brotherly kindness 
and charity toward members of the same Presbyterian family with 
ourselves. Wo must all feel the necessity for closer fellowship 
between churches that have a common language, a common an- 
cestry, a common faith. Presbyterianism would thereby become 
vastly more influential for good. It would bulk more largely in 
the eye of Christendom, and every section of our ecclesiastical 
commonwealth would get enlargement of heart by partaking of 
the heritage of truth and grace common to all. We beg to add 
that the greatest advantage would follow from the occasional visits 
of accredited deputies from your churches to us and from us to 
you. We have much to learn from your varied schemes of Christ- 
ian usefulness in dealing with a state of society so different from 
ours ; and we know, from the testimony of Dr. Duff and many 
others, that in the field of heathenism there are no missionaries of 
more truly apostolic spirit than those sent forth by the churches of 
America. You, on your part, might also find it not unprofitable 
to study the working of Preabyterianism in Scotland, fragrant as 
our beloved country is with the memories of the martyrs, and 
earnestly contending, as she still does, for the faith once delivered 
to the saints. We must not forget, however, that there are other 
churches beyond the circle of Presbyterianism, with which we de- 
sire to cultivate a spirit of concord, and from the field of whoae 
experience we seek to gather like precious fruit. Let us all pro- 
voke one another to love and to good works. Let us strive, as in 
the fire, to prevent at any subsequent time, the possibility of es- 
trangement between our respective nations. Let us pray that the 
same blessed spirit, poured down so largely on your laud during 
the period of your revival, may become the living bond of unity 
and peace between us. And let us ever realize the solemn fact 
that, humanly speaking, the Christian interests of the world hang 
mainly on the efforts put forth by Christ's people in Great Britain 
and America. 

And now, dear brethren, we beseech the God of all grace to 
overrule these shakings of the nations for the upbuilding of that 
kingdom which cannot be moved *, and we affectionately commend 
you to Him who will give strength to his people, and who will 
bless his people with peace. For of him, and through him, and 
to him, are all things — to whom be glory for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

Signed in name and by authority of the General Assembly of 
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the Free Church of Scotland, at Edinburgh, the thirtieth day of 
May, in the year one thousand eight hundred and sixty-five, by 

James Bbgg, D. D., 
Moderator of the General Assembly of the Free Church of SeotUmd. 



BOARD OF EDUCATION. 

Thb Board of Education met in the College Hall, Northwood, 
September 6th, 10 o'clock, A. M. 

Diligence, earnestness and great unanimity characterized every 
session of the entire proceedings. The Board had attended a 
meeting of the citizens on the preceding day, at which the follow- 
ing resolutions, presented by Rev. W. Milroy, were heartily and 
unanimously adopted : 

Resolvedy 1. That the present condition, and the educational wants, intel- 
lectual, moral and religious, of the late slaves and colored people of the South 
and of the whole countrj, ouyht, especially under the existing state of puhlic 
affairs, and the opportunities afforded by the altered relations of the freedmen^ 
to awaken the interest, engage the attention, and call forth on their behalf 
the earnest efforts of the iriends of humanity, and justice, and of Christian 
philanthropists and true patriots everywhere throughout our land. 

2. That the above resolution truly expresses the feeling and deliberate 
judgment of the vast majority, nay, the entire mass of this community. 

8. That we, who are members of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in 
this vicinity, heartily approve of, and endorse the action taken at the late 
meeting of Synod in Utica, with a view to the elevation and improvement of 
the class above referred to, as well as to supplying a felt want in our own 
church. 

4. That should the Board of Education, in the discharge of the high trust 
committed to their hands by Synod, see meet to locate the proposed institu- 
tion in this place, we assure them we will extend to it a hearty welcome ; and 
further pledge ourselves unitedly to co-operate in doing all in our power for 
its encouragement, support and prosperity in the faithful execution of its pre- 
scribed functions and declared objects, as an institution of the Heformed 
Presbyterian Church. 

At a subsequent meeting, some of the leading citizens pledged 
themselves to make a strong eftbrt to raise, in this community, the 
entire amount necessary to place the college in the hands of the 
Board free of debt. 

Of important business transacted, the following is of public in- 
terest : 

let. The institution is located in Northwood, on the condition 
that the $1,300 required be raised in this community. 

2d. It is to be a church institution for the education of youth of 
all colors of both sexes, and with special view to the help and en- 
couragement of the youth of our-own church. 

3d. The Board resolved to prosecute with energy, and as far as 
the funds for this purpose will admit, the education of colored 
youth of fair talents and encouraging piety. 
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4th. A fourth item was the election of professors. The follow- 
ing were appointed, viz : Rev. J. C. K. Miligan, Rev. N". R. Johns- 
ton, Prof. J. R. Newell and Mrs. Rosamond Johnston. No prin- 
cipal was chosen, and a fall allocation of the professors' chairs has 
not been made. 

5th. In addition to the agents already appointed and announced 
by circular, the Board appointed the following, viz : H. P. M'Clur- 
kin, to travel and solicit funds in the Philadelphia, New York and 
Rochester Presbyteries ; T. P. Stevenson, iti the Pittsburgh Pres- 
bytery ; J. S. T. Miligan, in the Lakes, and J. L. McCartney, in 
the Iowa and Illinois Presbyteries. The brethren already an- 
nounced as agents in their Presbyteries are expected to co-operate 
with theae special agents in holding public meetings, making ad- 
dresses, &c., &c. 

6th. The Board advise Rev. A. M. Milligan to remain in Europe 
as their agent during the winter months, if he meet with encour- 
agement, and request the Board of Missions to take steps for sup- 
plying his pulpit during his absence. 

7th. The last item was directing an 

APPEAL TO THE CHURCH FOR FUNDS, 

Brethren — The Board, after earnest prayer and protracted dis- 
cussion, unanimously agreed to locate the institution in North- 
wood. The people of the vicinity pledged their support and co- 
operation in this work, and exhibited unexpected unanimity among 
themselves. An able and experienced corps of instructors has 
been chosen, and now we appeal to you for help in this great work 
to which the Synod has called us. The want of a proper appreci- 
ation of the vjjlue of education in many parts of the church, the 
increasing scarcity of ministerial laborers, and the great fields, 
North and South, now opening up, and white for the harvest, 
loudly and pressingly call for the support of such an institution. 

Are there not men in the Reformed Presbyterian Church and 
out of it, who will esteem it equally a privilege and a duty to en- 
dow a professorship in the institution ? Are there not others who 
will cheerfully make large bequests for the education of white and 
black ? 

Seldom, if ever, has our church been under such favorable cir- 
cumstances for success in such an enterprise. Shall our hopes be 
disappointed? H. P. M'Clurkin, Chairman pro iem. 

September, 1865. J. L. M'Cartnby, Secretary. 

Contributions are to be sent to James Brown, Box 2,595, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio. 

Bbllbobntbi, Ohio, Sept. 12, 1865. 

Messrs. Editors — Our proposed efforts for the thorough education of colored 
70uth, meets with hearty approval everywhere. We will experience no diffi- 
culty in securing as many of the right kind as we can educate. 

The following extracts from letters received, show how the matter is re- 
garded by those who have charge of the freedmen. J. L. M. 
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"Wae Depabtmewt, WabhinotO!!, August 28, 18C5. 
^*Mr. J. L. M^Oarpney: Sir — Your letter to Maj Gtjn. Howard, of tbe 
24th iQst'iDt, was received yesterday. The General desired me to write to 
you that he highly approved of your undertaking and will be glad to give yon 
• any assistance in his power. He thinks you will have no trouble in obtaining 
suitable boys, if you apply direct to the superintendents of schools that will 
be appoinied by the State Commissioners. These superint«ndents having 
charge of all the Bchools will be able to easily select boys of ability. 

" The circulars if sent will be forwarded to the Assistant Oommissioners. 
«< Very respectTulIy, your obedient servant, 

" H. M. StinsOn, Brevet Major and A. D. 0." 

** War Dbpartmsnt, Nashville, Tkkh., Oept. 8, 1865. 
« J. L. M'Cartney, Bellecentre, Ohio : 

" Dear Sir — Yours enclosing circular to Gen. Fisk, is referred^to me for 
answer. 

^^ In reply allow me to say we most heartily commend yonr laudable under- 
taking, and with proper energy and management we see no reason why yoa 
may not be eminently successful. Certainly, such institutions are much 
needed. 

** It is the design of the educational department of this Bureau to organize 
normal classes at all available points in the entire Departo'.ent. These are in- 
tended to supply as fast as possible the immediate demand for colored teach- 
ers, and in the end to culminate in normal schools for colored people of the 
South. 

'^ I expect to start in a short time on my official visits to all the schools and 
school districts in the Department. 

*' If I had a few copies of your prospectus, &c., I might be able to send 
you a few pupils. If you see proper to entrust the matter to me, I will en- 
deavor to put it in such hands as will discharge the duties faithfully. 

^^ Address care of General Fisk, and much oblige yours, &c,, 

"John Ogden, Superintendent Ed*n. dh F, S^ 



THE SECOND ADTENTISTS. 

' Faibgrovb, Tuscola Co., Mioh., Aug. 22, 1865. 

Messrs, Editors. — I came here two weeks ago by order of our 
Presbytery, on a domestic mission 1 found tbe community all in 
a ferment with the leaven of the Millerites, or Second Adventists. 
Four miles from this, in the village of Watrousville, they have set 
up a large, commodious tent. It is sixty feet in diameter, and will 
seat a large number of persons. Here are three preachers. They 
hold meetings every night, and are found in the tent through the 
day studying or conversing with all that come to them. Their 
views are extremely w^ild. They maintain that Christ, although 
superior to all other creatures, is still a created being. They deny 
the immortality of the soul, claiming that it dies, and is raised 
again with the body. Indeed they are materialists of the grossest 
kind, for they think that the image of God, in which man is 
created, is the figure of the body. They keep the seventh day for , 



Kansas Mission. 315 

the Sabbath, and maintain that there is no salvation without it. 
They acknowledge that they have been mistaken in setting a day 
for the end of the world; but they expect it soon — in this genera- 
tion at least. When Christ comes the righteous will be raised; 
after a thousand years, the wicked will be raised to be punished. 
This will be by fire, which will annihilate thetn. 

At the request of one of our people they gave me permission to 
occupy their tent a week evening, to prove the immortality of the 
soul, on condition that we would come the next evening to 
hear the answer. I spoke an hour and a half and my opponent 
spoke two. He claimed that the word soul meant only life ; that 
the spirits of just men made perfect, in Heb. 12, meant Enoch, 
Elijah and Moses : that Is. 57 : 1 meant rest in the grave ; and the 
promise to the thief on the cross, refers to the resurrection. 

Strange as their views are, they make progress. It is about four 
years since they assumed the form of a denomination, yet now 
they claim forty-seven churches and twenty thousand members in 
the United States. They have missions in all the Northern Slates, 
also in England, Ireland and Italy. Their success is owing partly 
to the novelty of their various doctrines, which commend them- 
selves to all the lovers of change, partly to their zeal in carrying 
on their missions regardless of cost, and partly to the carelessness 
of the orthodox, who, when the enemy is coming in like a flood, 
take little pains to lift up a standard against him. My principal 
object in writing is to admonish our ministers to preach frequently 
on the spirituality of God, the divinity of Christ, and the undying 
nature of the soul ; also on the change of .the Sabbath. They are 
plentier in Michigan than in any other State. They have a pub- 
lishing house in Battle Creek, in this State, where they issue 
various publications, which their preachers have ever on hand for 
sale. They have published one work of J. W. Morton's on the 
Sabbath. He is now in connection with the Seventh Day Bap- 
tists. They are non-combatants. All of their members who 
went to the war were promptly suspended. However, they had 
no sympathy with the South. B. M. 



KANSAS HISSION. 



Olathe, Johnson Co., Kas., July 13th, 1865. 

To the Central Board of Missions: 

With interest we read of the progress of missionary work 
throughout the Church, and observe the efforts made to spread 
her influence where already established. To your many readers 
we may also say, that our prospects in Kansas are still quite en- 
couraging. 

Since our last to the Board we have visited north and north- 
west of this ; and in Brown Co. we find Mr. Samuel Crozier, a 
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Covenanter, with a large family, and also *other adherents to our 
body ; in Atcheson Co. we find Mr. Wm. Qillin, a young man, 
raised a Covenanter in Rev. Toland's congregation, Antrim Co., 
Ireland, with his young family. Most of those I have visited, who 
are in any way inclined toward the Covenanting Church, express 
a willingness to remove to this or to any other place in Kansas, 
where regular ordinances are likely soon to be secured. To those 
'removing to this State we will recommend two localities — one 
in Jefferson Co., west of Leavenworth 18 miles, where Mr. John 
Downie resides, and which was spoken of in last November num- 
ber of this magazine (which see). To those desiring a beautiful, 
fertile, healthy country, with excellent market at hand, no better 
need be desired: the only material objection to either of the 
localities referred to is, that timber is by many not considered 
sufiiciently plenty. The other is this, in Johnson Co., which was 
described in last October number. Since that time the number 
of Covenanters here has fully doubled. They have already peti- 
tioned the Illinois Prebytery for an organization, for the dispensa- 
tion of the sacrament, and for the moderation of a call, which 
petition was granted, and the matters are to be attended to in 
September. 

1 may also say that these brethren are making an effort to build 
a place of worship, and this is indispensable to our success. We 
have for some months worshiped half the time in the Masonic Hall, 
in Olathe, but this is quite insufficient to accommodate a con- 
tinually increasing audience. Last Sabbath our services were 
held in the soldiers' barracks, the use of which is promised us 
from this time forth, and this will afford us room enough, if not the 
best of accommodation, and the use of it is offered us with good 
will. After the forenoon service last Sabbath, an old soldier, the 
colonel of one of the Kansas regiments, remarked to me as he 
leaned on his crutches, "If your people will build a church in 
Olaithe, I will give them as much ground as they want for it upon 
that rise, and one hundred dollars besides ; " many others have 
offered us aid to build a church in the village. 

But I can tell you more respecting this and other things in 
future. 

Yours, in the work of Christ, W. W. M'Millan. 



THE INDIANAPOLIS MISSION. 

Dear Brethren — By the divine blessing, encouragement and 
liberality of the congregations which I have visited, our church 
building in the city of Indianapolis is now under contract. Dr. 
J. T. Boyd has, by written article^ bound himself to complete the 
building for $500 less than the lowest bidder we could find in the 
city. If additional funds are promptly forwarded, the house is to 
be ready for occupancy before winter. The spirit and liberality of 
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the Cincinnati congregation, exemplified by others, will more than , 
do the work. That noble little congregation of about thirty mem- 
bers, gave us, most cheerfully, not only their earnest prayers, but 
$130 of the substantial evidence of real, heartfelt Christianity. If 
all other congregations will, according to their number, and 
their prosperity, " do likewise,*' our mission will, no doubt, be a 
complete success. Earnest prayer and cheerful liberality will al- 
ways secure the divine favor, and the divine efficiency ; and in 
answer to your prayers, brethren, the Lord will, as he has promised, 
most assuredly do the work, and we will soon have a house erected 
for his worship, and a congregation organized to give praise to 
his name. Let no one be afraid to contribute. The whole premises 
are already legally secured to the congregation when organized, or 
the Board of Home Missions, if an organization cannot be eiffected. 
Let all subscriptions and all contributions be sent to Dr. J. T. 
Boyd, Box 858, Indianapolis, Indiana, soon as possible. 
Yours in fraternal affection and covenant bonds, 

John Crozier. 



WASHINGTON MISSION. 

The Central Board of Missions, from facts laid before them by 
Rev. J. M. Armour, Superintendent at Washington City, believe 
that it will greatly facilitate the n^issionary cause there to procure 
a lot and build a house for the accommodation of those engaged 
in the mission. The principal facts are, that boarding is enor- 
mously high, and comfortable boarding, convenient to the school, 
cannot be obtained on any terms. It is next to impossible to get 
a house ; rents are extravagant. On the other hand, the price of a 
lot and the cost of erecting a building would be comparatively 
small. From a careful estimate, it is ascertained that the whole 
would be covered by a sum not exceeding eighteen hundred dol- 
lars. 

Unless something be done to meet the increased expense, the 
salaries of the persons employed must be raised. With the present 
salaries they could not keep out of debt. As a matter of economy, 
we are satisfied that to build a house is the wiser plan. But the 
Board do not feel at liberty to use the funds in the hands of the 
Treasurer for that object. They determined to lay the matter be- 
fore the church and act as the result may warrant. In the mean- 
time the Board proposed to raise one-third of the sum in their own 
immediate vicinity, and intimated this to brethren in Philadelphia 
and New York, with a request that in those cities and neighbor- 
hood the other two-thirds b^ raised. They are awaiting the action 
of the brethren in those places before they proceed in the matter. 
So soon as a favorable response is given to this application, the 
Board will proceed to procure a lot and build. Winter is ap- 
proaching, and it is important that if anything is done it be done 
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soon. Will not some of the brethren in the above named c? 
or elsewhere, give us assurance that the nioney will be raised 
By order of the Board. Thos. Sproull, Chairman pro iemu 



SELECTIONS. 



Sabbath Observance in Paris. — Another movement is taking 
place toward the better observance of the Sabbath in Paris. The 
women employed by shop-keepers dealing in fancy goods have ad- 
dressed an appealing letter to their employers for the day : "This 
day of rest, as necessary in a moral as in a physical point of view, 
will (they say) tend to increase the zeal of the employees for the 
interests of their masters. Being persuaded that their request 
will be generally approved by you, they venture to hope that you 
will be pleased to grant it/' 

Jews at the Crystal Palace Bible Stand. — A short time ago 
a fete was given at the Crystal Palace to a large body of Jewish 
school children. It was in honor of the recent marriage of a 
daughter of Baron Eothschild. All these children passed the Pa- 
lace Hible stand, and were permitted to take portions of the Old 
and New Testament from the hand of Mr. A., who for several 
years has been engaged in this work, and does his work with prayer- 
ful earnestness. In ot long since the writer visited the stall, and found 
in the forenoon fifty Jews had accepted copies or portions of the 
New Testament. Only one of these showed any bigotry. One 
purchased for himself both the Old and New Testaments. — British 
Messenger. 



OBITUARIES. 



Departed this life, in the 66th year of her age, in Fairgrove, Michigan, 
Mrs. Sarah Kirk. She was the mother of ten ehiliren, all living and 
grown up. She was raised in the Synod of Ulster and resided in the county 
of Antrim. In 1840 she and her husband, who survives her, acceded to the 
Refurmed Presbyterian Church of Ireland, under the pastoral care of Mr. 
Dick, in Kellswater. She enjoyed his ministry better than twenty years. 
Three years ago the aged couple emigiated to Michigan for the sake of their 
numerous family, some of whom had preceded them. In the backwoods the 
lack of the ordinances was her great trouble. Her strength was but feeble, 
yet her hands were ever busy. Her mind was but weak, yet her spirit was 
ever devout. One of the neighbors told me that one Sabbath evening he met 
her on the way, as she returned from milking. In answer to some remark 
she made about the sanctity of the Sabbath, she said that she knew some men 
who were particular about the Sabbath, and yet they would overreach in a 
bargain. *'Ah I yes," she replied, " good men are not perfect. The flesh 
lusteth against the spirit." He said the remark made a deep impression on 



Book Notices. 819 

bis mind, and he would not eooQ forget it. In two short weeks from that 
time she was gone where '^ the wicked cease from troubling, and the weary 
are at rest/' She loved the Sabbath, and it was the day of her deliver ance. 
She was comparatively a stranger io the place, yet great numbers showed their 
respect by attending her funeral. "A good name is better than precious oint- 
ment, and the day of death, than the day of one's birth." B. M. 

Died, of bronchial consumption, on the 23d Fejbruary, 1865, at the resi- 
dence of her parents, at Randallstown, Baltimore county, Maryland, Miss 
Margaret Russell, eldest daughter of John and Mary Ann Kussell, aged 
26 years, 7 months and 5 days. ^ 

The deceased was naturally of a feeble constitution. Her long and painful 
affliction was borne with resignation, for she " knew on whom she had believed," 
and the hope she had of a blessed immortality through a kind Redeemer, sif- 
forded at all times true comfort and consolation. Born of pious parents, edu- 
cated under their tender care, she made an early profession of her faith in her 
Redeemer, in the Reformed Presbyterian Church in Baltimore, then under 
the ministry of the Rev. John Crawford. Her life was short, but long enough 
to " answer life's great ends." Her death though sudden aud at the time un- 
expected, found her willing and ready to render back that which had been 
given. Purity, filial affection, love to Grod and his people, were characteristics 
of her life, her death giving evidence that she possessed a faith that to her, 
wouid soon *' be swallowed up in vision," and *^ a hope that could never make 
ashamed." She died as she had lived, the friend of Christ, and has been 
taken, we believe, " to dwell with him forever." Com. 

Died, in Allegheny, July 9, 1865, Miss Martha Aikin, a member of the 
Reformed Presbyterian congregation of Pittsburgh and Allegheny. In her life 
and at her'death the deceased gave comforting evidence that God had made 
with her an everlasting covenant. Her death, which was after a short illness, 
cast a gloom over the circle of Christian friends of which she was a highly 
esteemed member. Let them improve the warning to be ready to depart when 
the Master calls. 



BOOK NOTICES. 

Princeton Review. — The articles in the July number are: 
1. Early History of Heathenism. 2. Arabia. 3. The Revised 
Webster. 4. The First Miracle of Christ. 5. President Lincoln. 
6. The General Assembly. 

Sabbath School Psalmodist. — We do not feel competent to de- 
cide on the merits of this seiection of tunes, chants, &c. Many 
of them are entirely new to us, and we miss some of our old fa- 
vorites. The book is neatly got up, and we doubt not will be well 
received in the churches that sing the Inspired Psalms. 

▲ Dsp:bv8k of 0. S. Covrnamtbrs, as Dissenters from the Government of the 
United Slates. B/ Rev. David S. Faris, Sparta, Illinois. 

To those who have not seen this " Defense," we say, get it and 
read it. It exposes a marvelously mean attempt to put an oppo- 
nent on disadvantageous ground in a debate, in order to get the 
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victory. The doughty champion who agreed to discuss the sub- 
ject with Mr. Faris, seems, like General M*Clellan,to have more 
confidence in strategy than in fighting. His manoeuvering at the 
start, manifested a want either of confidence in the righteousness 
of his cause, or in his ability to maintain it, or both. The pam- 
phlet is valuable for the plaiiji, straightforward way in which it ex- 
hibits our distinctive principles. 

Praying, the Law of Christ's Kingdom. An address delivered before the Alumni 
Association of the United Presbyterian Theological Seminary at Xenia, Ohio. Bj 
Kev. J. P. Lytic. ; 

With much in this address that is worthy of commendation, we 
discover a serious defect. The idea throughout it is that the 
church is the whole of Christ's kingdom. There is no reference, 
that we have noticed, to that moral kingdom that shall be estab- 
lished in the earth when the kingdoms of this world shall have be- 
come our Lord's and his Christ's. The progress of that kingdom, 
through all its phases, under the providence of the Mediator, until 
all the nations of the earth shall have become its subjects, would 
be a grand theme. To discuss it would be to write a new. history. 



Calls Moderated. — In Monongahela congregation ^ call has 
been moderated for J. W. SprouU ; in Maquoketa congregation, 
a call for D. H. Coulter ; in 8d Philadelphia congregation and in 
Pine Creek congregation, calls for R. J. Sharp ; in Muskingum 
and Tomika congregation, a call for J. C. K. Farris; and in Olathe 
congregation, Kansas, a call for Rev. W. W. M'Millan. 

In consequence of several calls to be presented at the fall meetings 
of Presbytery, which would likely change any distribution of supplies 
that might be made, the Board of Domestic Missions has de- 
ferred making the distribution until the result of the calls is 
known. 



NOTICE TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS. 

"We send in this number the Prospectus of the contemplated 
Weekly Paper. Some friends of the measure have made liberal 
offers. We respectfully request our ^friends to show the prospectus 
to their neighbors, and use their influence to induce them to sub- 
scribe. We are persuaded that there are many persons not in the 
communion of our church who take an interest in the movement 
to amend the Constitution, which it is one object of the paper to ad- 
vocate. Let them have the opportunity of subscribing to the paper. 
Returns should be made as soon as possible. No money neea be 
sent till our purpose to issue the paper is made known. 

Editors. 
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2.0<J; Sugar Tree Ridge, Dr. Gricr, 2, 3, 2.00; Surgein Hall, W. Ewing; 
Titnsrville. Kev 1>. Reed, each 3, 1.00; S. Edmonds, 2. 1.00; Tibkilwa, J. P. 
Kirkpairick, 2-6, 4.00: Tri.-idelphia, S. M'Coy; Utica, D. Harvey, W. 
Adams, M. Adams, J. Campbell, J. M'Dcrmott, Jos. Adams, each 3, 1.00; 
K. G. kirkpatrick, 2. 8, 2.oo; P. M'Farland; Upper Sandusky, W. Lowry, 
each .] il, 4, l.i'(»' W-niiH', Jno. Wallac;*, J. K. Dinsmore, Thos. Slater; Ver- 
non, lud., Geo. Simpson; Vernon, Wis., Chas. M'Lachlin, each 8, 1.00; 
Miiss J. K.'»pie, Vinland, Join Baird, each 2, 3, 2.00: Victory, Jas. Drum- 
mond; Washington. Tho.?. Ross; Warsaw, Mrs. II. Temple, 2, 1.00; Water 
Cure, J. Bcrnison, 1, l.OO: R. Alcorn, 2, 8, 2.00: Wabash, W. C. Ewing; 
Wcbt Bedford. J. M'Farland: West Alexander, Jno. Roney, E. Brownlee, 
each o, 1.00; West Galway. J. MQueen, h 8, 6o ctz.; W. Carndnflf, 1-8, 8.00; 
WJiite Cottage, Mrs. Thomphon: Wirt«mburg, S. M'Elwain, each 3, 1.00; 
Willie Roy, R. Fibber, 1, 2. 2.00; Wilkinsburg, Mrs. Dickey, 3, 4, 2.00; 
York, J. Logan, Sr., 1). M'Millan, J. Cullings, J. L. Scott, each 2, 1.00; 
D. Guthrie, .1 2, 3, 1.00; Miss Forest, W. Cowan; Zelienople, Jno. Wcier, each 
3, 1.00. 

Rkformed Presbytebian. — Apollo, A. Smith; Baltimore, Mrs. M'Gowan, 
each 8, l.OO; Bfthel, R. Smith; Birmingham, W. Henning, each 6-8, 8.00; 
J. Ilermon, 7, 8, 2.00; C. Brooks, Mrs. Parks, Mrs. Stewart, each 8, 1.00; 
A. Taylor, S. Bell, each 7, 8, 2 00; Carthage, Dr. 0. M. Langdon; Califor- 
nia, I). French, J. Spee., lach 8, l.OO: Chandleisville, J. For^ythe 6-7,3.00; 
l.Iariuda, W. Gilmorc, 7, 8, 2.00; Fairhaven, J. M'Crea, 7, 1.00; Fairbanks, 
J. A. Cavin; Greenhburp, Mrs. Williams, each 8, 1.00; Half Way Prairie, 
F. Gilchrist, 4-8, 6.00; Homer, Jas. Patton, 0-8, 3.00; Leatherwood, Jas. 
Wilkins; Firbt corg. New York, J. Crothers, A. C. Culbert, each 7, 8, 2.00; 
Third cong.. New York, C. Alcorn, 6-8, 3.00; Aaron \\illiams; Kewburg, 
A. Little, each 8, 1.00; New Concord, S. Mitchell, 6-8, 4.00; New Rich- 
land, K. Wylie, 8, 1.00; Cswego, J. Sully, 7-8, 2.00; Patch Grove, Mrs. Mil- 
ler, 8, l.OtJ; Philadelphia, W. Lackey, j 8, 60 cts.; Pittsburgh, Mrs. M'Kee, 
8, 1.00: Princeton, Mrs. Willson, 4-8, 6.00; Rushsylvania, A. U. Funk, 
6-8, 3.(0; F. HoUiday; Water Cure, James Bernieon; West Galway, W. 
Carnduif, each 8, 1.00; Willie Roy, R. Fisher, 6-8, 8.00. 
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LEECHBUBG HALE AND FEMALE ACADEMY. 

The Winter Session of this Institution oommenoed Tuesday, October 81 si, 
1866, in charge of a fall and competent corps of Teachers. Terms mode- 
rate. For further particulars apply to 

J. G. D. FINDLEY, 
Principal of Male Department. 
or Mrs. I. J. WYLIB, 

Leechburg, Armstrong Go.| Pa. Principal of Female Department, 



* Subscribers tq the Magazine, who design to take the Weekly Paper, 
need not send their names, as we will send the paper to all who do not di- 
rect us otherwise. In the meantime we hope good use will be made of the 
Prospectuses sent out last month, by obtaining additional subscribers. We 
have already received from yarious quarters encouraging returns. 



' Thursday, the 28d of November, is the day of Thanksgiving ap- 
pointed by Synod. 



Tqi article on Dealing Honestly with Ministers, has been on hand for 
some time, which will account for its allusions to th,e war being a little out 
of date. This does not, however, affect the facts and arguments, which el- 
ders, deacons and members of congregations should ponder. 
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"THE POWERS THAT BE." 

Commentators with scarcely an exception expound the first seven 
verses of the thirteenth chapter of Romans, as prescribing the duty 
of Christians to the Roman Government. " The powers that be,'' 
were the existing civil authorities, to which, irrespective of their 
moral character, every soul was commanded to be subject. There 
never was a worse government than that under which those lived 
to whom the epistle was addressed. Nevertheless, because it was 
an existing power ordained of God, they must obey it for con- 
science sake. To resist it would be to resist the ordinance of God, 
and they who would do so should receive to themselves damna- 
tion. It necessarily follows that the existence of a government, 
and not its moral character, is that which gives it a claim on the 
allegiance of Christians. 

The view taken of this subject by Reformed Presbyterians, is 
that a civil government must hslve the moral qualifications laid 
down in the Scriptures, in order to be recognized as of divine ordi- 
nation. They have shown on critical and and exegetical grounds, 
that the passage referred to above, demands a very difierent inter- 
pretation — that the moral character of governments to which sub- 
jection is to bcgiven, is defined, and that those that are without 
that character are not ordained of God. "Let every soul be sub- 
ject to higher powers ; for it is not a power if not from God, and 
those that are powers are ordained of God — for the rulers are not 
a terror to the good works, but to the evil.*' ver. 1, 3.* 

It is not our design in this paper to reproduce and elaborate the 
arguments by which this exposition is supported. We propose, 
however, to subject the principle involved in the common interpre- 

♦ We have rendered this passage literally, omittiDg the article before *' higher pow- 
ers," and restoring it before •' rulers." This leaves without support the sentiment 
that by the ** higher powers" and '^ rulers/' the Roman Qovernment is meant. 

21 

ft o X 1 1 7 > * 



822 " The Powers that be.'' 

tation to a practical test. To this there can be no reasonable 
objection. Any view of the teachings of the Bible that involves in 
practical inconsistencies, is erroneous. 

The question of reunion is now agitating the churches that were 
rent asunder by the rebellion. In the North the point of interest 
is, " On what terms shall those who aided in the establishment of 
the Southern Confederacy be received back to fellowship?" This 
has proved to be a difficult question. Many Christians in theNorth 
feel a strong opposition to fraternize with those who were instru- 
mental in bringmg on the late terrible war. In their judgment, 
aiding in the rebellion was a grievous crime, which should be visited 
with ecclesiastical censures. This seen^ to be the judgment of all 
whose minds are not influenced by party predilections. 

But if the common view of what constitutes legitimate civil au- 
thority be correct, it will be difficult to convict those in the South 
who aided in the rebellion of any fault requiring censure. They 
were doing only what the Scriptures enjoin. They were subject to 
the higher powers. They were taught that those who resist any 
civil authorities that are over them, resist the ordinance of God, 
and should receive to themselves damnation. While the work of 
secession was in progress, they were, it is true, resisting the higher 
powers of the U. S. Government, but after the organization of the 
Confederate Government, it became to them the existing power to 
which they owed subjection for conscience sake. 

The case looks like a hard one. Christians in the South seemed 
to be so shut up that resistance to some higher power was unavoid- 
able. If they went into the rebellion, they resisted the Federal 
Government ; if they opposed the rebellion, they resisted the 
higher power of the Confederacy. They could not be in subjection 
to two powers that were warring vv'ith one another ; and yet if they 
resisted either one or the other, they resisted the ordinance of 
God, and received to themselves damnation. 

Is there not just ground to suspect the correctness of the inter- 
pretation of Scripture that goes to establish a'principle which in 
its application is beset with such difficulties ? Truth is always 
consistent with itself; error involves in contradictions. The pas- 
sage to which we have so often referred, does not teach the slavish 
doctrine of passive obedience to every higher power. It exposes the 
Bible to reproach and ridicule, to represent it as requiring Chris- 
tians to submit to immoral governments, becauso^they are the or- 
dinance of God. It is an infringement on the rights of those whom 
Christ has made free, to enjoin on them obedience to a government, 
without ulluwing them the privilege of testing by the law of God 
its right to command. Common sense and common justiceare 
outraged by such unreasonable requirements. 

We know that it is denied that the Confederacy was at anytime 

a higher power in the sense of the epistle. But on what ground? 

Was it not a civil organization, possessing all the attributes of a 

government ? In what was it lacking that is essential to the con- 

stitu tiou of a' nation 'i It m\\ i^<iT\iwg«>\i^ ^^x^'ww^^Vj ^t\i«.t it was a 
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wicked conspiracy against the life of the nation. But admitting 
this to be true, it is ot no weigkt. The first principle of the assump- 
tion which we are opposing, is that moral qualifications have noth- 
ing to do with a nation's rtght to command, and the people's duty ' 
to obey. Kemember they are the powers th^t be — ^not that be good, 
that are the ordinance of God. The Confederacy, notwithstanding 
its sin of attempting to destroy the Republic, was one of the powers 
that be. Nor will the fact that it proposed to make slavery per- 
petual, put it out of this category. Bad as all this is, it is no worse 
than the tyranny and idolatry ot the Roman Government. 

Suppose the seceded States had succeeded in sustaining them- 
selves, and the independence of the Confederacy had been ac- 
knowledged by our government ; would they then have become 
the ordinance of God? We presume it will be said, that they 
would. Then the divine ordinatton depends on the issue of the 
conflict of arms. This would be like the "wager of battle," by 
which the victor was declared to have the right on his side. It 
would represent the Most High as looking on during the struggle, 
prepared to stamp with the seal of his approval the insurgent 
power so soon as it had won its independence. This is no carica- 
ture. But in what an aspect does it exhibit the government of Him 
who is " righteous in all his ways and holy in all his works?" 

These assumptions of what constitutes legitimate civil authority, 
have done, and are still doing, great harm to the interests of lib- 
erty, righteousness and religion. It would seem to be necessary 
that power in the hands of fallible men should be under the most 
rigid restraints to prevent its abuse. What more hurtful to 
human welfare than to bind subjects under the strongest sanctions 
to obey their rulers, and leave the rulers free from all obligation 
to any higher authority ? It is strange^hat the religious part of 
the nation have not long ago seen in whWjeopardy such an- adjust- 
ment of matters puts their most precious interests. We trust that the 
difliculty found by those churches that were ruptured by the rebel- 
lion in settling the basis of restored unity, will lead them to trace out 
the source of that difficulty, and have it removed. This can be done 
only by going back to Bible principles, and denying the claim to 
be of divine institution, to any civil organization that is not pro- 
fessedly in subjection to divine authority and constituted in accord- 
ance with the divine law. Tried by this standard, the Southern 
Confederacy will be seen to be a most wicked usurpation, and 
those who were instrumental in erecting it chargeable with high 
crimes against both men and God. And if in the process it should 
be discovered that our own Government is also lacking in these in- 
dispensable requirements, the gain would be still the greater, as it 
would lead to earnest efforts to remove the cause of the judgments 
which God has sent on us. On no subject is there more need of 
light than on that which relates to the attributes required in civil 
government to give it a legitimate claim on the conscientious sub- 
jection of Christians, and on no subject do men generally believe 
they are better informed. Adopting without examination the cur- 
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rent opinion that " the powers that be" mean the existing govern- 
ment, they give themselves no trouble to inquire into its moral 
character, and see no necessity for efforts to make it better. The 
time we are sure will come, and we hope that it is not far distant, 
when to " the rulers who are not a terror to the good works, 
but to the evil,*' obedience for conscience sake as to the ordinance 
ol God will be rendered, and all others will be treated as usurpers — 
resisting the ordinance oi God, and trampling on the rights ot 
men. T. 8. 



EDITOKIAL CORRESPONDENCE— LETTER III. 

. Belfast, July, 1865. 

It was after 10 o'clock, P. M. when the train stopped at the Bel- 
fast station, but it was still light enough to see most objects quite 
distinctly as the car was driven rapidly through the city — more 
than a mile from the east to- the west side. This is one of the 
things that appear strange to one who comes from another country 
and lower latitudes. The sunlight for some weeks does not en- 
tirely disappear. It is twilight from a little while after 10, until 
between 1 and 2 o'clock, A. M.; but not perfectly dark at any time. 
Some time required to become accustomed to this. You pass 
through the business streets, and wonder why the stores are closed, 
and the pavements are almost deserted, while it is still quite light. 
Look at your watch, and you will find it 9 o'clock. 

Improvement has been going on in this city upon a large scale 
for some years past. New streets have been formed — long, wide, 
with large and substantial buildings, since 1848. This has been 
accomplished partly by ^noving many small and worthless ten- 
ements in various places, thus clearing the ground for better ones, 
and partly by extending the city west, east and north. The streets 
are not paved, as with us, but Macdamized. This has its advan- 
tages, particularly as it furnishes a much smoother surface for 
vehicles, and is less noisy than the solid stone ; but it is expensive 
to keep in repair, and in fact, hardly noisy enough, at times, to 
give the foot passenger warning of the approach of one of the 
multitude of cars^vhich are constantly flying about in all direc- 
tions. These cars are peculiar, I believe, to this island. They are 
generally a sort of box on wheels, about three feet in height, with 
a seat, on each side of which the lid of the box forms the back, 
beneath which is a foot board hanging over the wheels — all run- 
ning lengthwise of the car ; so that the occupant of the seat 
either twists his neck or body considerably, or rides with the side 
before him. There is a seat in the front and centre for the driver, 
who generally, however, as I have observed, sits upon the right side 
of the car, and drives in that awkward position. Some of these 
cars are very elegant, if owned by gentlemen of means. Those 
for hire are generally of a very common sort, and the horses at- 
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tached to them rather uneommon^thin and bony. All are driven 
quickly, and sixpence, or at most a shilling, will pay your way 
-nearly anywhere in the city. 

•The harbor has been greatly improved. Seventeen years ago 
the channel was torti^ous and narrow ; the great part of the bay 
was left bare at low tide ; consequently all vessels of any size, even 
the steam packet, were compelled to regulate their times of sailing 
by the state of the tide. This has all been changed. The channel 
has been straightened and deepened, and many vessels are now 
enabled to set out or enter at all tides. This has been a great 
benefit to Belfast by facilitating its commerce, which is just now in 
a highly prosperous condition, and still increasing. As is well 
kno\^, the linen trade is one of the principal sources of wealth 
to this city, and this trade has been, to a very large extent, bene- 
fited by the war in our country ; linens replacing cottons. I add 
that the same result has of course followed in the case of the. 
agriculture of Ireland, where flax has long been a staple. 

In a word, this city is now the commercial metropolis of the 
North of Ireland ; and will soon, if no convulsion disturbs the 
peace of the island, become its metropolis. This is all encouraging 
as to the future of Protestantism here, as it is not without im- 
mediate interest in reference to the object of our mission. 

But what of the future of Ireland? It is a hard question to 
answer. One reply I have given in substance already. If depends 
upon the solution of the religious question. National prosperity 
depends upon national peace; and true and permanent peace de- 
pends upon the kind, and the eflSciency of its religion. While 
Popery remains the prevailing element in the south, and is also 
pretty strong in the social condition of the north of Ireland ; 
matters will remain much afl they are. ajBut will Popery abide as 
now ? In the light of divine revelation and prediction, we have 
all confidence in giving a negative reply. If we look at what is 
going on now, that bears upon this question, we are not without 
ground of hope that the Lord designs soon to bring about great 
and salutary changes. 1. There is a growing emigration, especially 
from the south. The movement is now so large as to be regarded 
with hope by earnest Presbyterians, and with chagrin and appre- 
hension by the Popish priesthood. The latter know well that the 
population, by whom, to a considerable extent, their votaries will 
be replaced, will be of another sort. In the last seventeen years, 
the Popish population has sunk from 7,500,000 or 8,000,000 to 
not more than 5,500,000. At the same rate of decrease,. a few 
years will solve the problem. 2. There are agencies at work for the 
evangelization of these poor, deluded, oppressed people, that are 
not to be overlooked. True, not very much has been accomplished 
as yet — not much visible : but something has been done ; the seed 
has been sown, 'and when the rains descend, it will grow and yield 
largely. 3. It is not unlikely that ere long changes will be made 
in the ecclesiastical establishment of Ireland, that will remove 
hindrances to the prosecution of this work, and furnish additions^ 
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facilities for its prosecution. I have been pleased to learn that 
nearly all the Irish Episcopal clergy are evangelical, but it can be 
truthfully aflSlrmed that the Establishment, notwithstanding, is a 
barrier, and no insignificant one, in the way of the conversion of the 
Papist. It operates as a constant stimulus to those embittered 
party feelings which mark and distinguish ftie relations of Pro- 
testant and Popish in this country. But to come to the point from 
which I set out. The Presbyterian portion of the island, of which 
Belfast is the heart,, advances in all that goes to make up the 
strength of a people, far more rapidly than the Southern or Popish 
part. This last is not entirely stagnant. Some of its ports, as 
Cork, are quite active ; and an active commerce is always indica- 
tive of some amount of prosperity in the interior regions, with 
which it is carried on, but theiforth far excels. The traveler, as I 
have already noticed, cannot fail to observe this in merely coursing 
^ through the country in a rail road train. The causes that have 
produced this difterence are still vigorously at work, and will con- 
tinue to work, subject to the deductions embraced in some of our 
preceding remarks. Complete Protestant ascendancy would heal 
many of Ireland's evils. 

The Reformed Presbyterian Congregation of Belfast is under 
the pastoral charge of Rev. Josias A. Chancelor, late pastor of 
Breda Congregation. He has been here nearly six months. The 
church is situated in College St. south, and is a neat and substan- 
tial, but not large edifice, and there is a manse adjoining. These 
were erected during the pastorate of the late Mr. M'CarroU, whose 
lamented decease, and that ot his excellent wife, were brought to 
the hotice of our readers by an application to the church in the 
U. S., and by the contributions to the support of their eight orphan 
children. It will be gr^yifying news, that a very considerable 
amount, sufficient for th^purpose, we understand, has been col- 
lected in this country, chiefly from generous persons of other 
denominations — a very striking testimony to the recognized work 
of a quiet, and retiring, modest minister of the word. 

The congregation numbers nearly two hundred members. Mr. 
C, besides the regular services forenoon and afternoon, delivers a 
third discourse on the first Sabbath evening of every month. All 
are well attended, especially the evening sermon, and Mr. C, who 
is known by not a few among us from his visit to the United 
States in 1852, is growing, as he well deserves,- in the acquaintance 
and estimation of the religious public. 

Belfast is a Presbyterian city. The Establishment is here. 
Methodists and Independents, Quakers, Papists are here, but the 
predominant religious influence is Presbyterian. Forty-two con- 
gregations belong to the Belfast Presbytery; the most of them, 
judging by their names, within the city limits, or in the near 
suburbs. Many of these are numerous, of old standing, and of 
great influence — social and political. Dr. Cooke, now failing 
rapidly, is the best known of them. He is pastor of the May St. 
Cburcb, and in his 82d ^e^ir, petioim^ \i\^ ^«&\syt^ ^\x\.\ft.^ ^KvthLOut 
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an assistant. Dr. Edgar is a professor in their college— seminary 
as we would call it, and, being without a pastoral charge, has done 
a great deal to extend their church in this city. He is a leader in 
the Temperance cause and in the anti-slavery work. Dr. Morgan is 
the oldest pastor in the city, and is a most respectable man ; ready 
for every good work. His congregation is highly respectable. In 
numbers, piety and public spirit, it is surpassed by no other. Dr. 
John M'Naughton, pastor of the Renway St. Church, is very pro- 
minent; stands high as a preacher, and business man. The 
mayor of the city is a Presbyterian. 

1 came to Belfast at an early period, that I might be present at the 
meeting of the General Assembly, which opened on Monday, July 
3d, and adjourned July 13th, after an unusually long session often 
days. My principal object was to bring before this body the claims 
of our contemplated college. I found it not very easy, but not in 
consequence of any reluctance on the part of the members whom 
I approached, but solely on account of the press of business. The 
first matter which demanded their attention, was the election of 
professors to till the chairs of .the M'Gee College in Londonderry. 
This is a theological seminary established by the Assembly by 
means, chiefly, of funds — $100,000 — left by a person of this name 
for that purpose about 17 years ago. There has been no little con- 
tention in the Assembly itself, and in the courts of law. These 
disputes have all been settled, and the funds delivered, increased by 
interest, have been employed as far as necessary for the erection of 
buildings, and the remainder, about $100,000 yet, serve as an en- 
do\^ment, which again is augmented by some of the Loudon 
proprietary companies, giving annual grants to certain special pur- 
poses. The election was conducted very creditably ; the choice 
falling in a number of instances upon comparatively, and even 
quite young men. This, I believe, from what I can learn, was 
judicious ; for I hold that a young man of talent, literary spirit, 
industry, genius, and piety, will likely prove, in the long run, a 
more useful professor, than one equally gifted, whose best days are 
spent before he enters upon the work. 

Tuesday evening was occupied with the reading and discussion 
of the report on the state of religion. This would give room to 
no remark, had it not introduced the subject of the "Kevivar* of 
1859; and this, in turn, brought put a diversity of opinion in re- 
ference to its genuineness and good effect. The great majority of 
the Assembly take the aflirmative on this question, and it was 
presented very strongly, both in the report and in the discussion. 
One minister, Mr^ Nelson of Belfast, opened on the negative, and 
plainly did 'not stand alone. Some very sharp controversy took 
place in presence of a very large audience, when the report — Dr. 
kilpatrick the writers-was adopted. In the course of the debate 
it was acknowledged by the speakers in the affirmative that there 
had been a very great decline in fervor since 1859, and that ex- 
pectations had not been realized in all other respects, but main- 
tained at the same time that real and lasting good had resulted: 
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on the other hand, the good claimed was not credited to the 
revival, while the evils were asserted to be greater. It was even 
denied that the revivalists had preached the gospel. Taken al- 
together, the scene was not a very attractive one ; the speaking 
was too sharp, and interminffled with too many personalities. 

I heard on Thursday and Friday evenings, the deputations from 
the English Presbyterians and from the Free Church of Scotland. 
The speeches were generally creditable to the speakers and to the 
bodies which they represented. To my taste, however, there was 
upon the whole too much dissertation, and not enough of facts. 
Indeed, this is, in my judgment, a very common fault of such ad- 
dresses, as it is often of reports — and there is too much of the 
essay about them. It is overlooked that thope to whom these 
various productions are addressed, are mostly competent to make 
their own essays ; but are dependent upon others for the knowl- 
edge of most of the facts they learn. However, these deputations 
were not unprofitable; their very presence was useful, encourag- 
ing, cheering; and they said many useful things. 

The Assembly conducts a variety of missionary schemes. Home 
and Foreign. The reports were all printed ; and when brought- 
up, only short extracts were read. Their adoption was moved, and 
seconded, the mover and seconder making speeches, when they 
were passed. The entire amount collected for these various mis- 
sions during the year was about $60,000, 

I did not succeed in getting an opportunity to address the As- 
sembly, on the subject of our college, until late in the evening of 
Tuesday, July 11th, and even then some difficulty arose, owin^ to 
my not having, through want of information, laid my certificate 
before the Committee of Bills. However, the matter was adjusted 
by the kind interposition of Rev. Mr. Russell of Strabane, so that 
at nearly 11 P. M. I ascended the platform, and stated my case 
in presence of a very thin house, and at a very unfavorable hour; 
and having been preceded by Dr. Harper of New York, and a rul- 
ing elder, who plead the Freedman's cause in the United States 
in behalf of the United Presbyterian Church in the United States. 
Still most of the heads of the departments were present ; and I 
have reason to believe that they were favorably impressed with the 
importance of the plan before us for the education of our colored 
youth. They were especially impressed by our purpose to unite 
all in their studies, irrespective of color. 

It is to be carefully marked that I do not attach any blame to the 
Assembly or any member of it, for the lateness of the hour, and 
consequent thinness of the house, when I addressed them. They 
were crowded with business, and nearly two hours more were oc- 
cupied by some, who preceded Dr. H. and myself, than had been 
expected. Many expressed their regrets afterward that it should 
have so occurred. The notice in the next day's papers of this part 
of the proceedings was short. I prepared a notice, however, and 
sent it to the Ifeios Letter and Banner of Ulster ; the latter pub- 
Jished it the next morning. The way is opened, and we now have 
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to begin the most laborious part of the work — the collecting of the 
money. 

Belfast, July 18, 1865. 

Politics have engrossed, for some time past, the attention of all 
classes here. The dissolution of Parliament has been followed by 
a general election — ^the first in six years; and inasmuch as the 
questions to come up are regarded with great interest — a new Re- 
form Bill, &c. — and as parties were nearly evenly balanced in the 
late House of Commons, the excitement has run very high. I 
might add, also, that the feelings of the people have been deeply 
enlisted, for the additional reason that all foresee as about to arise 
other questions of the deepest iniport to the Empire. It is really 
a question between the aristocracy and the rest of the nation. 
The state of parties in Ireland is singular. The general question, 
as it presents itself in the kingdom at large, is as I have stated it, 
but in this island it is subject to large modifications, owing to the 
Popish element, here so strong. The Presbyterians are, in judg- 
ment and feeling, liberal : so are the Methodists ; but the Papists 
are also on the same side — not, of course, because their priests, 
who govern them, are in favor of greater liberty for all the people, 
but because they wish more for themselves, and even ascendancy, 
and because the Whigs are more favorable to their complete eman- 
cipation. It is to this chiefly that they are indebted for the free- 
dom they always enjoy, and for the Maynooth Endowment. The 
Conservatives have no more conscience in reference to this ques- 
tion than the Whigs; but they are more decidedly in favor of sup- 
porting the Established Church, and all existing institutions. 
Thus the lines are drawn. But this is pot alL If it were, the 
Tory party would have only the strength of the Episcopalians to 
depend upon, with such help as the higher classes could add to 
them. Here, however, comes in two other elements. The first 
is, the question of Protestantism against Popery, as the latter is 
ranged, at present, under the Whig banner; the natural result is 
that not a few evangelical Christians of the demoninations men- 
tioned, hold their political opinions in abeyance, and support Con- 
servative candidates. Still I find that those of them who vote for 
Liberals, are not destitute of reasons by which they defend : 
course, notwithstanding they thus vote^longside of the votaries of 
Anti-Christ. They say that the opposite party favor the Papists 
as much as do the Whigs ; only that in Ireland, for political rea- 
sons, they profess to be good Protestants ; and that a vote for the 
Conservatives is half a vote for the Establishment and against 
progress. 

There is a second disturbing element, that is, the Eegium 
Donum — the Royal Bounty of £70, or thereabouts, per annum 
each, which Government contributes to the support of the Pres- 
byterian ministers of this island. As this depends upon an annual 
vote of Parliament — as they have failed in fixing by law, as in the 
Maynooth Endowment, and as it is somewhat of the nature of an 
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establishment, it operates in' certain minds toward the support of 
the Administration. How far this is the case, I cannot say ; but to 
an extent it can hardly be otherwise, and yet in taking the side of 
Liberalism, they are assuredly workinj^ strongly to an issue — the 
withdrawal of all national religious, endownients, their own among 
the rest. 

The first of the causes which I have mentioned, has thrown the 
Wesleyans into the ranks of the Tories, contrary, as I have learned 
from an intelligent merchant of their order, to their political 
opinions ; also a part of the Presbyterians ; while Regium Donum 
operating in an opposite direction, with Liberal political opinions, 
keeps a large majority of the Presbyterians, so far as I can gather, 
on the side of the Administration. Surely the position of Cove- 
nantee^ is here the true one — vote with neither, not only for reasons 
based on constitutional ends, but in view of the actual shape of 
political movements and of the parties by whom they are managed.\ 

It is election times. The papers are full of election news, argu- 
ments, &c. In most places the elections are quietly conducted. , 
In many there is no *' contest** and no poll ; the one candidate fthey 
may have no more,) is proposed on a fixed day and at the legal 
place, in presence of the proper officer, and there being no op- 
ponent, or opponents, a vote is taken by " show of hands,*' all on 
one side of course, and he is "declared** (or they) on the spot as 
elected to represent, &c., &c. This course of " proposal" is pursued 
in all cases. If there is to be a contest, counter nomination occurs; 
and however the show of hands results, a poll is demanded by the 
other candidate or for him. The vote is then taken two or three 
days after. This is viva voce: and in towns, is confined to such as 
occupy tenements at <£10 annual rent. Of course, the "electors'* are 
few. In Belfast, for example, out of about 160,000 inhabitants, 
there are about 3,500 electors. 

So far as the present election has proceeded, it seems to have 
proved somewhat favorable to the Liberals, whose gains have rather 
exceeded their losses. Generally, it has been quietly conducted, 
although both in England and .in Ireland there have been some 
riots — one or two pretty serious ones, with loss of life. In this 
town there has been not a few threatening appearances ; but very 
little violence has followed, nothing more than a few houses 
" wrecked.** 

There is in this city a district which occupies the bad eminence 
of being the seat, centre and source of such disturbance. It lies 
W. & N..W. It is made up of a number of small, often crooked 
streets, the houses generally low, closely packed, badly ventilated, 
with little yard room. The western part— Durham St. leading 
to the Boyne bridge over the Logan and vicinity — is the 
chief seat of the Protestant residents in this district, or the 
"Orangemen ;** Pound St. and its neighborhood, including some 
squares bounded by small winding streets, of the Papists. All are 
laborers employed largely in factories. This was the chief locality 
of the riots, so terrible, it will be remembered, last year. Of 
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course, the excitement here was great this year. Durham St. or 
Sandy Row is Conservative, the otjier part Liberal ; and while few 
in either have a vote at all, each can furnish fighting men. Be- 
sides these, there are on the *' Orange*' side, the ship carpenters, a 
very strong body, and on the Papist side the navvies, or dock 
laborers : both sides ready for a fight at any time. The stir began 
on Wednesday, July 12th — Orange day — when the " nomination*' 
of the candidates — two Conservatives and one Liberal — took place, 
in the old court hou^e, about a hundred and fifty yards from my 
lodgings, on the same side of the street : the entire street front 
and portions of the cross street — it is on a corner — in full viev/ 
from our upper windows. The government had made large pre- 
parations to keep down any rising. There were in the city about 
thirteen hundred police, some of them mounted, and all trained as 
soldiers, and thirteen hundred regular soldiers, part Lancers and 
the rest infantry, with a battery or two of artillery. These were 
early on the streets ; but not before a Popish mob had surrounded 
the court house, with the purpose of getting possession, and hold- 
ing it so as to create difficulty in making the nomination. The 
police prevailed ; and the first view that niet my eye on taking my 
post was an extended and wide street — Howard St. — running east, 
with crowds of men and boyq, some women among them, scattered 
along it, and large bodies of police, either occupying intervals 
betv/een them, or moving along this -and the cross street ; — a mass 
of police guarding the entrance of the court house. When the 
crowd would push toward the door or the opposite parties, 
Orange on the west. Papist on the south, assume a threatening 
aspect toward each other, the troops and police would press upon 
them ; and then,- how they would shout and gesticulate ! The 
noises and roars followed by lulls of a few minutes filled the time 
until 12 o'clock, when the business of the day was over. No blood 
was shed, and no violence committed, except that two or three 
times the police were pelted with volteys of stones ; and on one 
occasion a rush was made down a by-street for Orange Hall by a 
mass of Irish, brandishing their shillelahs, and shouting at the top 
of their voices. They were intercepted, but ji.bout that time — 10 
o'clock — some houses were attacked and "wrecked** at a short 
distance from the centre of operations. It was a veiy exciting 
forenoon, and I did not wonder that those who had seen the fear- 
ful riots of 1864 felt and expressed some apprehensions. The 
evening again and night were noisy in the district I have described 
above. I passed the next day through a portion of this district 
where the Papists live, and found it still excited. The police were 
there in large numbers, keeping the parties asunder, and dispers- 
ing mobs which gathered at the eastern extremity of the street 
leading directly through the Popish section. We — Mr. Chancelor 
and I — found it not advisable to attempt to push through. I have 
no doubt it would have been dangerous. A few days subsequently 
we found all perJiectly quiet. I should have said that the polling 
toojs place on Saturday, and that the polling booths in one district 
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were the scene of some tolerably rough work ; but the police and 
military, who were retained and kept in motion some days, suc- 
ceeded in preventing any serious collision, so that it is now said 
that this election has passed off with less tumult and violence than 
is usual at contested elections here. The Conservative candidates 
were elected. They had nearly double the number of the votes 
given to the Liberal candidate. This was not owing to the strength 
here of the Established Church, or to aristocratic influeuce, but 
exclusively to the causes before mentioned, and chiefly to the 
identification of the Liberal party with Papists in these civil feuds. 
There has been some rioting in a few other places, but upon the 
whole the disturbance has been but trifling, and the results have 
made little change in the state of the representation. It is adruit- 
ted on all hands, that the extension of the franchise would secure 
Liberal ascendancy, and that this extension is absolutely certain to 
take place ere long. Knowledge spreads, however, slowly ; the con- 
dition of the more active and enterprising part of the people is 
improving, as commerce and manufacturing increase ; industrious 
and ambitious youth multiply, and become aspirinsr. The conse- 
quence is a growing pressure for recognition an5 for political 
rights. These must be granted, and thus the Liberal ranks are 
enlarged. When a certain advance has been made, there will 
enter Parliament a large body of men who will not be withheld 
from making indirectly an as'^ault upon the privileges of the aris- 
tocracy. And the mode in which it will be made, will probably 
be by modifying, or even abolishing the law of entail. This will 
break up into smaller parcels the immense landed estates which 
now constitute the strength of the aristocratic classes. This will 
aflect the power of the House of Lords. The work will then grow 
apace. All this, provided the system is not changed at an earlier 
period by some violent convulsion. 

The General Assembly accomplished a great amount of busi- 
ness. It contains a number»of able men. They could learn from 
our country a good deal that would be of use to them as to methods 
of doing business. Their modes are precisely like those I have al- 
ready spoken of as employed by our Synod here. The order of 
business is fixed by the Moderator and Clerk; and it must be ad- 
mitted that this has its advantage. Beyond this, we order things 
better. Nor are- their debates conducted with a& much regard to 
order as ours in any respect. Their sense of propriety in their 
manner of speaking to each other, and with regard to each other, 
is not such as we would like to imitate. At times, they pass the 
bounds of courtesy. It must be admitted, however, that they ex- 
amine all matters very fully ; nothing requiring examination passes 
without it. Whatever, in earlier times, may have been the claims 
of some select members to control its proceedings, and to whatever 
extent those may have been recognized, that day is gone. They 
do, indeed, give, a good deal of power to the conveners of their 
committees, but they appear generally to fix upon'persons for this 
station, who feel an inteteat* m \.\i^ xci^ltA^ trusted to their 
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charge, and who have given evidence of this. Such persons will 
not be much interfered with, as long as seen to fill their places in- 
dustriously, and with any good measure of judgment. 

The Assembly has its Home Missions, Popish Missions, Jewish 
Missions, Colonial Missions, Foreign Missions — ^India, Syria, and, 
I believe, China, and contributes some to the Waldengian and 
French churches, and aids in the operations in Italy. It is divided 
in politics. The great majority of the ministers are Liberal ; its 
papers are Liberal, and undoubtedly, a large majority of its people ; 
the voting part, perhaps, not so largely on that side. 

I now return to some remarks upon this city. In mentioning 
the direction of its growth, I omitted the south and southwest ; 
and yet in these directions, the growth has been great. In those 
portions to which I have now referred as " Orange" and " Popish,*' 
the dwellings are far from presenting the appea^rance of much 
thrift— some of them do, but the large portion are of a very 
inferior class. The people themselves of these neighborhoods — 
especially, of course, the Papists — have evidently a struggle with 
the world, intensified, as so greatly elsewhere, by their own want 
of forethought and economy, and by their vices ; and yet a quiet 
gathering in Belfast presents a mass of people whose external ap- 
pearance indicates a condition fat removed from abject poverty 
and degradation. I had a partial — although but a very partial — 
opportunity of noticing this. The Botanic Gardens are thrown 
open, gratis, through the generosity of some merchants and manu- 
facturers, every Saturday P. M. to all who choose to resort thither, 
while an excellent band of music plays from 4 to 7 o'clock. I 
made my way thither last Saturday. The attendance was small ; 
but evidently a part of those present were of that class for whom, 
especially, this arrangement was intended. Perhaps they were 
from the most thrifty and tasty of them. I might say certainly. 
Their appearance was very creditable. Others were present of a 
higher class; attracted, no doubt, by the superior music. In a 
word, the laboring classes, while not by any means in a condition, 
do the best they can, equal to that of the same class in the thiited 
States, are rising; wages have improved, without a corresponding^ 
rise, as yet, in the price of other things, and will not, probably, * 
decline, from the fact that the population is declining, and will 
continue, for a while at least, to do so. 

Dress, its fashions and material, does not differ much from ours, 
either for men or women, young or old. A well dressed gentle- 
man or lady from our country is not particularly noticeable in this 
country, and so it would be vice versa. The tones and accent in 
speaking here differ very perceptibly from ours : I mean among 
the cultivated classes. There is a quickness, almost snappishness, 
of utterance, with greater changes of intonation in a sentence, and 
closing with a measure of what Eush calls, ''the vanishing stress," 
in fact, a modified brogue. It is not unpleasing to my ear. The 
quickness to which I have referred renders a good deal that is said 
indistinct to me. In the pulpit, there are peculiar intonations. It 
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is not a sing-song but a certain series of vocal flexions, used no- 
where else, and thus distinguishing pulpit from any other kind of 
speaking. All use these tones, and I confess to not liking them 
altogether. They are not natural. They come by imitation. 
Still educated persons will not find themselves far from home here, 
even in this matter. The weather has been rather cool for me, 
and quite showery for two weeks past ; and I have found it not 
conducive either to comfort or health. 

Belfast, August 2d, 1865. 

Since my last letter, I have paid a short visit to Co. Armagh, 
and spent the Sabbath in Ballenon Congregation. ^This is in the 
bounds of the " Southern Presbytery,*' a few miles from Armagh. 
It was formerly called "Tyrone's Ditches," and this old name still 
retains its place. It is taken from the entrenchments that were 
thrown up here by the Popish Earl of Tyrone — a small part yet 
remain — for the purpose of arresting King William's advance to- 
. ward the South, previously to the battle of the Boyne. The 
country is hilly, much more so than any I have seen elsewhere in 
Ireland, but the soil is fertile, and under excellent culture. The 
district is inhabited chiefly by Presbyterians, as might be inferred 
from its manifest prosperity. The rents range from twenty-two 
to thirty shillings— $5 to $7.50 — per English acre, and with taxes 
of all kinds constitute a pretty heavy burden upon the farmer, but 
ultimately upon the laborers — men and women — who work with 
• their own hands as their sole means of support. The farms vary 
in size from fifteen acres to upward of one hundred. The houses 
and other buildings are of stone, and, in most cases, are, with some 
of the nearest stone walls, gate posts, &c., whitewashed. The 
dwellings of the better farmers are comfortable looking, and things 
about them have an appearance of thrift. In this respect, as in 
some others, the change has been very striking since 1848 ; es- 
pecially so when from some elevated point you overlook a con- 
siderable extent of country ; the white farming establishments are 
then seen, partially hidden, however, by some ''planting," while the 
inferior dwellings ot the poorer classes are concealed. 

In these last, I see little improvement. They are, in thifi district, 
mostly, perhaps altogether, built of stone. They are one-storied, 
low, earthen floor or stone — generally thatched, well enough fur- 
nished with windows. Besides these, there are others, occasionally, 
of a higher order. It is somew^hat remarkable that the present 
houses of this class that came under my notice, were in villages: 
the aspect of the people living in them, presenting, also, an un- 
favorable comparison with that of those in rural districts. 

It is a very favorable, and I am sorry to say rather rare fact, that 
here, and in the neighboring county — Down — tenant right is re- 
cognized; that is, the landlords acknowledge, on the part of the 
tenant, an interest in thesoil, and especially in improvements upon 
it, which have a market value. And, at the present time, this is 
not inconsiderable hero. It amounts to £20 — ?100 — ^per English 
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acre. So that a farmer with forty acres of land (paid for) is worth, 
in real estate, $4,000. In a few, this is not recognized. The 
Duke of Manchester does so to the extent of £5 ($25) per acre; 
of course pocketing the res^t himself— a sort of honorable, "noble" 
theft. 

Flax is here a staple crop; it is now the season for gathering and 
preparing it for market. Itis a very valuable product : the farmers 
rely upon it for the payment of the rent and wages. I'he quantity 
grown upon the acre, varies much; say from 200 lbs. to four times 
that amount. The price varies according to quality ; at the present 
time it is from 7s. 6d. to lis. 6d. per stone: that is, from $1.80 to 
$2.80 per 14 lbs.; of course, in a year of good crops and fair prices, 
the yield per acre is very large. The farmer sells jt, as it comes 
from the mill. Spinning and weiaving are now done entirely by 
machinery. The old spinning wheel is as great a curiosity in this 
country to-day as it is in our own land. I have made pretty minute 
inquiries regarding laborer's wages, and learn that they have not 
risen as much as I had been led' to believe before coming here. 
For packing flax, one shilling per day and " found," but by the job, 
the laborer may make 2s. 6d. (about 60 cents) and not found. 
' These are the wages in harvest. Many, however, receive one 
shilling a day the year around, "wet and dry," i. e. between 70 and 
80 dollars; he, I think, finding himself. When a whole family 
works, receiving even these wages, the yearly income will be suf- 
ficient to make ends meet, and perhaps, a little more for the fund 
devoted to the emigration of some member of the family. Still, 
the earnings are but scanty, and it is not strange that so many 
take refuge in other countries, where labor is scarce, and there are 
no landlords. Whether the farmers can aftbrd higher is hardly a 
practical question. Wages, like all prices, are, in the long run, 
determined by the law of supply and demand. The fact i\ that 
the rents and taxes, come out of the pockets of tTie farmers in part, 
and in part — the larger part — from the laboring population, and 
this cannot be otherwise so long as labor is abundant, and the 
landlord system continues. Great scarcity of labor would raise 
wages; but would throw the burden in large proportion upon the 
farmer, and, finally, in far greater degree than now, it would be 
felt by the proprietor in an enforced reduction of rents. These 
are, however, complicated problems, and time and changes now in 
progress will alone furnish a complete solution of them. 
• The congregation here shares in the general thrift. They have 
a comfortable house of worship, and have an aspect of comfort and 
plenty as they occupy its seats. I conducted the services, and ad- 
ministered the ordinance of baptism. The house was pretty well 
filled, notwithstanding a part of the members were absent, ac- 
cording to the custom here, at the neighboring watering places. 

On Tuesday, August 1st, i met with the Southern Presbytery 
which sat that day in Portadom. The attendance of ministers was 
quite full ; of elders, rather thin. The principal business before 
them was making out a scale of appointments, including the supply 
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of Manchester, England, directed by Synod to be attended to by 
the Presbyteries, and the primary examination of young gentle- 
men, previous to their entrance upon their collegiate studies the 
ensuing autumn, in Queen's College, Belfast. The answers were 
very creditable. There is nothing in our course to correspond to 
this step. From the date of this examination, these youth are 
under the care of Presbytery. They are expected to attend the 
meeting of Presbytery next succeeding the termination of the 
sessions of the College, for the purpose of undergoing an examina- 
tion on the subjects of study during the sessions; and so, here- 
after, until they receive, at least, the degree of A. B. With us, 
the Presbyteries know nothing of their students until they make 
application to be received as students of theology ; nor could it 
well be otherwise ordered in our country. That this rule is a good 
one here, I have no doubt. It would be easy to show its advan- 
tages. But we could not adopt it, if we would. We are a country 
of too " magnificent distances." 

I had but a few minutes in which to bring the object of our mis- 
sion to the notice of the Presbytery, and having already presented 
the matter before the Synod, in the hearing of most of the minis- 
terial members, I was the less anxious to enter upon any details. 
We will get collections, probably, from all their congregations. 

I returned to Belftist, August 1st, traveling by railway, of 
course. The appearance of the country is almost eveiything that 
could be desired. With the exception of a very inferior dwelling, 
now and then, nothing meets the eye but what is fair and very 
much that is beautiful. The road passes through a kind of valley, 
or wide plain. On the north, some mountain summits may be 
seen ; on the south, the land rises gradually, and is all cultivated. 
A canal passes through, and joins Newry with Belfast. Bleach 
greens about here occupy many acres of ground, and covered with 
linen. I believe this is one of the largest establishments of the 
kind in the country. 

The Theological Seminary of our Church in this country was 
opened yesterday, in the Hall occupied by it in the church, 
College street. Of tbis again. J. M. W. 
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BT ELDER BREWSTER. 

We live in very peculiar times. By a special act of Congress 
changing the " legal tender ^''e^ man is permitted to pay a debt of $1 
with a piece of paper which is worth only forty or fifty cents. 
The simple result is that all new debts are made double the former 
amount for the same articles, that is, prices have advanced at least 
one hundi*ed per cent. This does not operate so unjustly on the 
business and producing classes of society as it would seem to do at 
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first sight. For a man who collects a business debt, such as a 
mortgage bond, which was contracted on the gold basis, though 
he receives but one half its real value, is able, such are the peculi- 
arities of these war-times, to invest it in Government securities and 
in other ways, so that it will bring him double interest^ with the as- 
surance that as the interest diminishes, the principal will increase 
in value till payment made him of fifty per cent, will become 
worth one hundred per cent, that is, will become equal to gold. 
So that, unless a man is shut out from investing his money, and is 
compelled to spend it for the necessaries of life, the present system 
works him no marked injustice. 

Now let us suppose that, after passing this ^^legal-tender*' law, 
Congress had selected some one class, say farmers, and enacted 
that they should be compelled to sell at the old prices, while they 
must buy at the new prices. Would not the land have rung with 
the outcry which would have been made at such injustice ? Or 
suppose the law had been that manufacturers should sell at peace 
prices, and buy their raw material at war prices, or that merchants 
should pay the debts they owe in gold and receive the debts due 
them in currency, would not such a law receive the reprobation of 
all honest men ? And even if such a law had been passed, would 
you. Christian reader, have felt justified in the sight of God in tak- 
ing advantage of it? Would you have been willing to go to a 
brother in the church — one of the " little ones" who believe in 
Him — and compel him to accept forty or fifty cents on the dollar 
for your debt to him, while you demand of him one hundred cents 
on the dollar for his debt to you ? Or, if a wicked avarice had 
made you incline for a moment to perpetrate such a wrong simply 
because human law would not punish you for it, would you not re- 
member the parable of the servant, who, forgiven his own debt by 
his master, went OAit and seized his fellow servant by the throat, 
saying, " Pay me that thou owest!*' — and take timely warning from 
so parallel an example ? 

Now, without any designed injustice in this " legal-tender" law, 
ministers are actually placed in precisely this situation. They have 
to buy of their congregations at one hundred cents on the dollar, 
and their congregations are permitted to pay them at the rate of 
forty or fifty cents on the dollar. The senior deacon of the church, 
who is a dry-goods man, charges his minister double and treble 
the former value of his goods, and when the minister complains, 
the good deacon replies, "I have to pay double and treble," and 
considers the answer triumphant. The second deacon, who is a 
butcher, charges his minister twenty-five cents a pound for beef, 
instead of twelve, and when the minister groans under the inflic- 
tion, says, " I am sorry for you, but I don't make any more than I 
did at the old rates," and so his conscience is easy. Passing on to 
the third deacon, who is a banker, and a thorough patriot, and 
glories, with great satisfaction, over the vast resources of the na- 
tion, he is met with a speech like this : — " My good pastor, what 
cause we have for gratitude to God for the wonderful blessings of 
22 
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his providence to our people ! Here we are, in the fourth year of 
a war, which Europe predicted would break us down financially 
in six months, and yet no signs of exhaustion ! In fact, we are 
growing rich ! Why, sir, your parish were never so rich as they 
are to-day. • I am investing moLcy for everybody. There is Dea. 
A., the merchant, and Dea. B., the butcher, have been packing and 
salting down their funds in IJ. S. bonds at a most extraordinary 
rate. The same is true of the farmers, and even the workingmeD, 
who are getting two dollars and a half a day instead of a dollar, 
are constantly coming to me to buy the smaller denominations. 
My good pastor, don't you think this wonderful prosperity ought 
to be niaile a special subject for thanksgiving at our prayer-meet- 
ing for the country next Sabbath evening?'* The minister, seeing 
a bearing of the subject, which the deacon little suspects, replies, 
"Certainly, by all means — I will refer to it, and call upon yoa, 
as a financier, to speak upon it. I hope you will bring out the 
facts about our congregation. Home truths, you know, are what 
tell!" 

The minister, as he goes home, is working up an idea ! Hehas 
been taking lessons in exchanges — "pulpit exchanges'* — under a 
new aspect ! He makes a schedule of his bills for the year — all of 
them from his own congregation — and finds that they foot up some- 
thing more than double the usual amount. In other words, his 
good sermons and services have cost him twice the usual amount, 
which sum he is legally bound to pay his own parishioners. He at 
once starts out with his hat and cane and schedule, and fortunate- 
ly finds his three deacons altogether at the banker's oflSce, discus- 
sing, with an evident relish, the comparative merits of T-SOs and 
5-203 and 10-408, and so through the list. He says : 

" Brethren, I find from these bills, that you and all the members 
of my congregation have charged me just double the usual rates 
for all the raw material out of which I make my sermons, and 
your reason is the very good one, that these goods cost you double. 
Now, since my goods cost me double also, I propose to apply the 
same rule to my salary ; I shall charge for the past year double 
the usual rates." " Why," exclaims the financier, " that will ruiu 
our society. These are war times, and you must expect to sufi'er 
with all the rest." "You have no right to," says the dry-goods 
man ; " the law gives you no such privilege. We pay you legal- 
tender, and that is all you can collect." "It will do you no good, 
if you try it," adds the butcher, a little surlily ; "for you may not 
get another place right away, where you wmH do any better. We 
treat you as all the other parishes treat their ministers. Be- 
sides, if you ministers had any financial skill, you wouldn't always 
be teasing for more salary." " I am not at all surprised," replies 
the pastor, " at what you have said. After a pretty long and varied 
experience with parishes, I have learned that Christians will ad- 
minister the pecuniary affairs of a church as men do those of a cor- 
poration ; with a degree of parsimony, and even of meanness, and 
Bometivnea of actual dishonesty, which they would never be guilty 
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of in their private concerns. But I hope, at least, I have shown 
you your inconsistency. You, Dea. C, told me just now of the 
wonderful prosperity of our country in general, and of this congre- 
gation in particular, and I think, from present appearances, you 
might have added its three deacons very particularly ; now you tell 
me these are war times, and I must expect to suffer with the rest. 
You, Dea. B^, compel me to pay my debts to you in gold, or its 
equivalent, while you insist on paying your debts to me in bills 
worth less than half their face; and when I complain of this, you 
t«ll me that it is legale and declare you will do it because the law 
gives you the power. And you, Dea. C, knowing the difficulty of 
changing parishes,and especially of finding one which is fair and 
just with its minister, tell me to better myself if I can! Well, 
brethren, I am, for the present, at least in your power. I have no 
resource but to borrow money, on the best terms I can, to pay your 
bills. Many years of close and even distressing economy, which I 
have already practiced to an extent which has been skillfully con- 
cealed from you, will be required to pay up the arrearages of the 
past two years. What the future is to bring, God only knows. 
But I feel that it will neither be offensive to him nor unjust to you, 
if I, remembering who hath said, * With what measure ye mete, it 
shall be measured to you again,' go home and offer the prayer of 
Stephen — ' Lord^ lay not this sin to their charge.* *' 

We most earnestly commend this important matter to the con- 
scientious consideration of our churches. We have evidence of an 
unquestioned character, that there is actual suffering, and that to a 
. very wide extent, among our ministers ; and what is peculiar in the 
case is, that those who nominally have large salaries, are quite 
as great sufferers as others. Let the expenses of a city minis- 
ter, with a salary of $2,000 or $8,000, be suddenly doubled, and 
you roll upon him a burden of debt which is enough to make him 
a bankrupt. Indeed, we are assured by eminent clergymen, that 
if things continue as they are for another year, many ministers will 
be compelled to fail. And any man of business can see that this 
must be the inevitable result. 

We exhort our readers, therefore, to see to this matter at once. 
Do not imagine that j'our minister is an exception, because his sal- 
ary is so much better than the majority, or because he seems so 
cheerful, and preaches so earnestly. Look into that household, 
and our word for it, you will find a degree of embarrassment and 
distress for which you will be held accountable to Him whose voice 
will one day be heard by you, saying, " Inasmuch as ye did it not 
to one of the least of these my brethren^ ye do it not to me!'* — Ux- 
change Paper. 



Fill up the void space of your time with meditation and prayer. 
They are safest who are most in their closets ; who pray not to be 
seen of men but to be heard of God. 
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SHORT SERMON FOR SABBATH SCHOOL TBACHERS. 

"Jesus, therefore, being wearied with his journey, sat. thus upon the well, and it 
as about the sixth hour.'' — John 4:6. 



was 



An eastern traveler tells us there is in all the Holy Land only 
one spot which we are absolutely certain was trod by the foot of 
our blessed Redeemer, and that is a little area of space, within the 
circumference of which, the centre, is the well of Jacob in Sychar. 
All other localities have been questioned, aad their claims to au- 
thenticity are unsatisfactory and confused. But there our Saviour 
once undoubtedly rested. What a precious place it must be to visit. 
Few of us will ever see it with our mortal eye ; but we are going 
to it now> in imagination, for our instruction. 

In the Scripture narrative to which this text introduces us, we 
find the Son of God fulfilling the office of a teacher. Fine exemplar is 
he for us to imitate. Let us trace out the incidents of the story to the 
end, to ascertain, if possible, the secret of his success. For, strange 
as it seems to think of it, his entire class was converted that daj. 
We find here illustrated, three characteristics : zeal, tact and spir- 
ituality. 

I. Observe the Saviour's zeal. You may see this everywhere in 
our Lord's life, but here it is more evident than usual. It is shown 
in four particulars : 

1. He went to a most unwelcome neighborhood. There was 
nothing to attract him there, everything to repel. All his heredi- 
tary prejudices were arrayed against the Samaritans. The Jews 
had no dealings with them. They were a proud, supercilious set 
of people. They called themselves orthodox, and then did as thej 

£ leased. Yet, when the whole world was open for his effort, our 
lOrd " must needs go through Samaria.'* 

2. He was satisfied to teach only one scholar. A woman came 
to him, and that was all his class. He who had preached to vast 
multidues, sat down there, under the hot noon, with patient fideli- 
ty to instruct even a single hearer. He spoke just as kindly,'and 
talked to her just as eloquently as he did to the ten thousand after- 
ward. You know she had a soul ; and when there was a soul to 
toil for, for that soul Jesus always toiled. 

2. He labored with a disagreeable pupil. This woman was a great 
sinner. She seems not to have even one creditable point of char- 
acter. She was notoriously profligate ; see verse 17. She was 
pert ; see verse 19. She was argumentative ; see verse 12. She 
was a liar ; see verse 18. The disciples wondered when they came 
back, that Jesus spoke to the impudent creature; see verse 27. 
And she even wondered herself; see verse 9. It was effrontery 
unparalleled for her to talk as she did. She was conceited and bra- 
zen. She does not exhibit the slightest sign of modesty or shame. 
Yet it is wonderful to note the forbearance with which Jesus treats 
her all the time. • 

4. He was himself wearied of work when he began. One little 
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word there is in our text that you rarely think of when you read 
it over ; the word " thus.'* He sat thus to teach ; that is, all worn 
out, just as he was on the long hard journey ; hungry, tired, thirs- 
ty, over-heated and albne. Yet you see no sign of this, he talks 
cheerfully on as ever. 

Well, then, when you are wearied of hard neighborhoods ; 
when your mission fields try you ; when you put yourself out to go 
far through the rain or sun, and find your "class thinned down to 
two or three ; when you are thoroughly discouraged over some 
vicious pupil, who annoys you almost beyond patience ; when you 
are fatigued with care, or jaded with unrewarded labor, then just 
remember the Master, there in that despised spot, with his one 
scholar, and she a hateful, bad woman, earnestly trying to do her 
good ; and forgetting the hunger and heat that oppressed him. 

II. Observe the Saviour's tact. That case required a great deal 
of wisdom to manage it exactly. After the shrewdness with which 
he interested the woman, and the adroitness'with which he finally 
made his impression — that wais hi^"tacL There is no successful 
teacher without tact. It is worth while to mark this example care- 
fully. The tact of Jesus is shown in this instance in two particu- 
lars, i 

1. He was ingenious in catching an illustration to interest her 
mind; see verse 7. He took her water-pot for his text. How 
characteristic this aptness always was of Christ ! When the fish- 
ermen drew in their wonderful wealth of fishes,, he said to them 
they should become " fishers of men ;'* see Luke 6 : 10. When 
the multitudes followed him for the sake of the loaves, he said to 
them he was the " bread of life;" see John 4 : 31. The true way 
to teach is just this, try to link what one does not know, upon what 
lie knows. 

2. He was quick in turning the illustration so as to impress her 
conscience ; see verse 14. tfesus knew he gathered nothing until 
he made that woman feel that she was a sinnen Indeed, this is 
the essential thing for every gospel teacher to do. The Bible is 
intended to lead men to the Cross. But the human intellect 
is dull, and the human heart is hard. The niind must be arrested, 
and then the conscience must be aroused. 

Now, the difiiculty you experience, perhaps, covers both 
these points. You can neither catch similitudes, nor use them. 
One thing is very certain ; the heart has more to do with teaching 
the gospel, than most people are aware of. If you really desire to 
do good, you will find God will favor you in ingenuity. M*Cheyne, 
standing before a forge-fire, said kindly to the workmen — "who 
can dwell with everlastingburnings." Payson, when his seat-mate 
in the coach expressed glances that the journey was so near its end, 
put the inquiry, "Are you prepared for the end of the long jour- 
ney.'* 

IIL Observe the Saviour's spirituality. He made that entire 
interview religious. The purpose of her conversion lay uppermost 
in his mind. This is shown in his avoiding what she wanted him 
to do, and in his doing what be did. 
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1. He certainly avoided all discussion of irrelevant matters. 
And the more you study the story, the more plainly you will per- 
ceive how much patience this implied. Like all other sinners, the 
woman wanted to talk about something else. 

She proposed sectarian questions ; see verse 9. The first thing 
she did was to fly off upon the differences between Mount Zion and 
Mount Gerizim. But our Lord pays not even the compliment of 
a notice to her polemic-hint. He does not mention the Samaritan 
tenants in the whole interview. He talks only of the " gift of 
God ;" see verse 10. 

She suggested ritualistic points ; see verse 20. She was fero- 
ciously firm about the non-essentials. Our Lord bafiies her again 
by the quietest of all evasions. He will not argue any subtle dis- 
tinctions concerning forms of worship. Calmly he throws himself 
back on principles, underlying all such discussions, and urges the 
true " Spirit ;" see verse 24. 

She ventured on speculative inquiries ; see verse 25. It is cu- 
rious to observe how she found herself befogged in her own dog- 
matism, and majestically referred the question she had raised to 
the Messiah ! How must she have been startled to hear her teach- 
er declare, " I that speak to you am he !*' See verse 26. , 

2. He pressed home the one lesson persistently, which he wanted 
her to learn.. She found herself thwarted in every endeavor to 
ward off the rebuke she deserved. One all-embracing purpose 
was in our Saviour's mind during the whole conversation — to make 
her discover the sin, feel its guilt, and come penitent for pardon. 

He told her the exact state of her case. She was a dreadfully 
wicked woman. It was needful she should see that clearly. 
No delicacy, no difference, no fear of offense kept back the truth 
on his lips. She was to repent of her sins. It is false in fact, and 
recreant in spirit to call either men, women or children "inno- 
cent." They cannot be redeemed if they are. There is no salva- 
tion offered to such. Christ came into the world to make atone- 
ment for sinners, not for innocent people. The very argument he 
presses in order to show his love for children is found in their sins. 
"The Son of man is come to save that which was lost." He is 
talking of " little ones" when he says that. See Matthew 23: 10. 

He told her of the demands of God*s law. He never thought it 
necessary to lower even one requisition, or precept, or command- 
ment, in order to win favor with a proud heart. No doubt that 
thoughtless, imperious creature was exceedingly diflicult to many. 
But there was no kindness to her in covering up her sinfulness. 
She was ignorant ; then she must learn. She was fractious ; then 
she must submit. She was exposed to the wrath of an offended 
God ; then she must be warned. See Romans 3: 19. 

He told her of the Kedeemer's help. Only hints of this conver- 
sation are here given us. The general points of instruction are all 
that the evangelist records. No one tells the story but John, the 
beloved disciple and John was not present. Jesus must have re- 
peated the incidents of the interview to him afterward; and so 
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they appear here in brief. But all the essentials of the plan of sal- 
vation are detailed. Our Saviour taught the woman how to come 
to himself, and be saved by faith. 

When your class gets the better of you in the recitation, and in 
spite of all your eflTorts draws you away into worldly disputes, think 
of the Master, with his one perverse pupil ; and never forget how 
indefatigably he kept her to the point, just by talking to her con- 
cerning her own soul's salvation. Remember, always, it is not 
what we bay about the truth that converts a soul, but the truth. 
And surely no teacher is making any real advance unless he brings 
the great triangle of doctrine in personal contact with the life and 
conscience of each person. Rowland Hill was wont to say, there 
must be " the three R*s*' in every sermon — ^Ruin, Righteousnes, 
and Renewal. 

It is time to end this sermon, or you will not think it short. 
But suffer me to mention a few reflections, which you may dwell 
upon at your will. 

1. How noble an office is that which Christ here accepted. God 
never suftered an angel to be a teacher. No one could lead a soul 
to him but i is own Son, and those who are like him, God makes 
none but his children teachers of children. 

2. No one is beyond the reach of true Christian zeal. Was there 
ever a more unpromising scholar than that one Jesus had there by 
the well of Jacob in Sychar ? 

3. The real object of teaching truth is the conversion of souls. 
The mind may bo reformed, the manners cultivated ; but the class 
is a failure, unless the conscience is reached, the will is broken, 
and the heart bowed in penitence at the foot of the cross. 

4. How few Christians are just Christlike ! Oh ! that great, 
brave Lite, that spent its energies in doing good ! And we are 
troubled, when under the slightest inconvenience. The ancient 
band of Redemptories took for their motto — " All for thee, bless- 
ed Jesus, all for thee !'* 

5. How hopeful is the encouragement to be drawn from such an 
instance as this ? Our Saviour used no peculiar instrument in con- 
version ; only the same truth he has put in our hands so freely. If 
it saved that woman, who is there it cannot save ? 

6. The ministry of reconciliation needs this zeal, and tact, and 
spirituality of the Master. Ministers are only Sabbath School 
teachers with larger classes. Said the sainted Brainerd, *' 0, that 
I were a flaming fire in the Service of my God !'* — Hours at Home. 



GOD AND PHRISTIANITY IN THE G0N8TITDTI0N. 

From Address by Rev. Robert Audley BrowDe, D. D, 

There are yet other reforms to be accomplished, even in our own 
land, of which Christianity is the proper agent. Of these, one is 
a formal recognition of God and Christianity in our Constitution. 
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I mention it the more readily because the movement in that direc- 
tion is already inaugurated, and is before the nation for discussion. 
I freely admit, I earnestly maintain, that our Constitution and 
Government are Christian, inasmuch as Christianity is recognized 
by the common law, by the Christian institutions ot the oath, Sab- 
bath, marriage, and ministry — the latter as chaplains, and as mis- 
sionaries among the Indians — yet I conceive a formal recognition 
of Christianity in the Constitution is a* desirable reform, because 
it is decent and proper that the state should recognize the religion 
that is ilf? Fafeguard and support. The state does not in our land 
support the church, but the church does supportthe state. Christi- 
anity cocscrves everything that is precious in the land, and it is 
but little it asks of the state when it demands honor for its Lord. 
That demand it is the interest of the state to grant for its own se- 
curity ; it might yet prove a safeguard against mischievous infla- 
ences of false principles in politics and their relations to religion. 
Have not members of the government, in our times, sneered at the 
doctrine of a higher law ; and not honoring the higher law of God, 
have they not turned, with a devilish consistency, to destroy the 
Constitution of their country? Are there no warnings against 
godlessness in politics from the history of infidel France f Is there 
no danger that the imbecility of the church on this subject might 
encourage infidels in seeking more and more to divorce Christian- 
ity from our politics, as though Christianity were simply tolerated 
in this land, as unbelief is tolerated, as Judaism and Mormonism 
arc tolerated ? For reasons here suggested, Christianity should 
demand a formal recognition of God and Christianity in the Con- 
stitution, that it may forever be decided that our nation is not infi- 
del nor godless. Did tire united Christianity of the country so de- 
mand, the reform would speedily be an act accomplished, for the 
simple reason that professors of Christianity are a majority of the 
adults, and the professors and friends of Christianity are a large 
majority of the voters of the country. Yet this reasonable and 
apparently practicable amendment has aroused bitter and. pre- 
scriptive opposition — and that opposition thus far has been chief- 
ly by the Christian pulpit and press. Yet this is not singular, 
as will be seen when read in the light of the history of past re- 
forms. Neither is it singular, perhaps, that these Christian assail- 
ants of a Christian reform should slander our common Christianity 
by assuming and charging that a recognition of it is incompatible 
with liberty of conscience — that if we acknowledge Christ we must 
ostracise citizens, and that in order to give men their rights we 
must be studiously silent reojarding God — must repudiate him. It 
is a calumny against the Christianity that before these men were 
born paid the price of its blood to tyrants for the freedom we en- 
jov, and established the very institutions under which we sit secure. 
7 Christianity in this movement proposes to rob no man of his rights 
*4o establish no star chamber, no rack, no w^heel, no gibbet, nor 
I^OOt. And who, y^e may ask, are these men, and when were 
"" itUf who deeia themaeYveft tVi^ d<ifex\dera against their breth- 
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ren of rights that are not assailed ? Does not their cry sound Rke 
the jackal's howl that invites the lion to his new feast of blopd ? 
Is it not from within the church, an appeal to the basest of pas- 
sions, and which might yet prove but the hounding on of the Jacobin 
populace to deeds of incendiarism and crime ? The reform will 
yet be. There will be a time, the prophet tells us, when *' Holi- 
ness to the Lord shall be upon the bells of the horses." If our be- 
loved country survive to see that day, she will have written the 
name of God and Christ upon her Constitution. And children 
yet to be born, who shall read the history of the nineteenth cen- 
tury in those times, shall stand aghast to learn that there ever lived 
Christian ministers in our period who opposed a recognition of 
God and Christ in their country's fundamental law. 
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LETTER FROM REV. R. J. DODDS TO YOUNG LADIES* MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
OP PITTSBURGH AND ALLEGHENY. 

Latakiteh, May 25, 1865. 

Dear Sisters — You will think that I am tardy in acknowledg- 
ing the valuable box of presents which you sent to us by our dear 
brethren, the Beatties and Methenies ; and so I am ; but not will- 
fully or from any want of appreciation of your kindness, or that of 
those who co-operated with you in so valuable a contribution to 
our comfort. We prize more highly than I can tell you, the affec- 
tion to which you have given so substantial expression. And it 
would be a great pleasure to me, if I could command the time, to 
write separately to every contributor ; but the multiplicity of my 
engagements compels me to forego this pleasure ; and I shall ask 
you to be so kind as to convey our acknowledgments to our several 
benefactors. May they all be rewarded in the resurrection of the 
just! 

The late news from our native land is intensely — some of 
it, alas ! most painfully — interesting. We were filled with joy and 
gratitude, by the intelligence of the capture of the rebel capital and 
the main army of the rebellioh, promising as it does the speedy 
pacification of the country ; but our joy was soon damped by the 
intelligence of the Assassination of President Lincoln, who had 

{gained a very high place in our affection and esteem, and whose 
OSS we cannot but consider a ^eat national calamity, although 
confident, at the same time, that He who is the King of all the earth 
will overrule it for good to our country. 

In the mean time it is refreshing to us to know that the church 
at home takes unabated, or rather augmented interest in her 
Foreign Mission, as manifested by the surprising liberality of her 
contributions during the last few months. We take the zeal and 
liberality of our people as unequivocal tokens of the Master's 
favor. Kor are tokens of his favor wanting here. The gospel is 
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now heard by greater numbers, and with more attention than ever 
heretofore. Our congregations on the Sabbath now usually nupaber 
from twenty-five to thirty hearers. It is true that to avoid giving 
you a delusive impression by this estimate, I must count off the 
members of our own families — six — and four Protestants from a 
distance who have come thither in pursuit of their worldly calling, 
and who understand none of our preaching, their native language 
being Turkish ; still the number that is left, is sufficiently eucour- 
aging compared with the number of our hearers five or even two 
years ago. If I rightly remember, our congregation the first day 
we preached in Latakiyeh consisted of ourselves, and our two 
servants and our school teacher ; and these three we had brought 
with us from Beirut. No longer ago than last year, during time 
of vacation, when our boarding scholars went home to see their 
friends, we were obliged to suspend preaching for want of anybody 
to preach to ; this year at a corresponding time we had as good a 
congregation as two years ago we were accustomed to have at any 
time. It is true that during the past eight months the number of 
our Fellah boarders has been small ; but I have reason to believe 
that more good has been done among them than for a like period 
at other times when we had more thaa double the number. We 
are about to form three of them — one of them is Zahra — into a 
class of catechumens. These have all expressed a desire to make 
a public profession of the Christian religion; and their claims so 
fair as to warrant us in putting them on a course of special instruc- 
tion and trial for baptism. Some of them may possibly disappoint 
us, but I have no fear that we shall be disappointed in them all. 

These are some — not by any means all — of the encouragements 
by which the Lord is cheering us on in the face of many discour- 
agements, and our discouragements, although numerous, are no 
other than our {Saviour taught us to expect; and "forewarned," 
you know, "is forearmed.'* What has happened to us adversely 
is simply this : that of the seed that we have sown, most has fallen 
by the wayside, some on stony ground, and some among thorns; 
while some of it we know — as far as mortals can know such a 
thing, has fallen in good ground, sprung up, grown to maturity, 
and brought forth fruit which the divine Husbandman has appre- 
ciated sufficiently to gather it into his own granary ; and there is 
no doubt other good ground in our field, which will yield its harvest 
in due time. Wherefore, dear sisters, take courage; for this is 
the victory which overcometh the world, even your faith. Be stead- 
fast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, for- 
asmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. 

Mrs. Dodds sends you much love. All the members of the 
Mission unite in affectionate salutations to you. 

Yours in Christ Jesus, R. J. Dodds. 
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BEHINI8CENCE OF PRESIDENT LIN CO LN . 

Some time last winter two men connected with the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church were in Washington City, and called at the 
President's house. While in tha room that is always open to 
visitors, the President came in, and got into a conversation with 
them, in the course of which mention was made of the Covenanters. 
The name seemed to arrest his attention, and he remarked : **I 
know something about these peoplfe — they want the Constitution 
amended by putting slavery out of it, and by putting a recognition 
of God in if To this they assented, and he proceeded to speak 
in kind and earnest terms of the brethren who had been with him 
urging the amendments. He added that they had obtained one 
object of their mission during his first term in office, and he hoped 
they would obtain the other before the end of his second term. 

We have given as accurately as we could the substance of the 
conversation. It deepened in our mind the conviction that the 
death of President Lincoln was a great national calamity. 

T. S. 



RESOLUTION OF EAST GRiFTSBURI CONGREGATION.. 

At a stated meeting of the congregation, the following resolu- 
tion was unanimously passed, and afterward was by the Session 
also approved and adopted : 

Being fully impressed with the importance of a living mi nistrj( 
and believing it to be one of the ascension gifts of Christ to hre 
church for the promotion of his glory in the conversion of sin- 
ners, and the perfecting or saints, we are sensible of, and deeply 
feel our loss in the removal of the Rev. J. M. Armour from the 
pastorate of this congregation, for his labor here has not been in 
vain in the Lord. We rejoice to be able to say that his goings out 
and in among us have been of such a character that even the wish 
of the cold and luke^warm has been rebuked and put to silence. 
And although we acquiesce in the action of the Board of Domestic 
Missions in calling him to an important work at Washington, we 
regret that the appointment was not given to another. And be- 
lieving also that God in his providence is calling him by his fitness 
for this work, we therefore feel it our duty to submit, hoping that 
he will be made eminently useful in raising up the victims of a cruel 
oppression from the degradation to which they have been brought 
by their oppressors. And with much sorrow for our loss, we pray 
that God will sustain and uphold him in all his ways, direct him 
in the path of duty, and bestow upon him many tokens of his favor 
and loving kindness. Stephen Babcock, Vhm. Com. 

Oct. 5th, 1865. CUrk of Session 
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PITTSBURGH FRESBfTEBY. 

The Reformed Presbytery of Pittsburgh met at Wilkip&burg, 
October 17, at 1, P. M., and adjourned on the evening of the day 
following. There were fourteen ministers and sixteen elders pre- 
sent. 

The commission appointed to organize a congregation in Oil 
City, presented their minutes, showing that they had attended to 
the duty assigned them. Calls had been moderated in Mononga- 
hela and Pine Creek congregations. The former, on Mr. J. W. 
SprouU, was sustained, and present to the candidate and ac- 
cepted. The ordination is to take place at next meeting of Prea- 
bytery, which is to be in Elizabeth on the second Tuesday of April, 
1866, at 2, P. M. The latter call for Mr. R. J. Sharp, was sus- 
tained and put into the hands of the standing committee, with in- 
structions to forward it to the Presbytery in whose boundB the can- 
didate may be at the time of its meeting, or failing in this, to pre- 
sent it to him. 

A petition from members of Pittsburgh and Allegheny congre- 
gation residing south of the Allegheny river, for a separate or- 
ganization, was granted. This movement was with the hearty 
concurrence and co-operation of the pastor and the whole congre- 
gation. A commission is appointed to carry out the request of 
the petitioners, with power to grant the moderation of a call if re- 
quested. This commission is also empowered to ordain and install 
Mr. Sharp in Pine Creek congregation, if he should accept the 
call. 

A call on Mr. J. C. K. Paris, from Muskingum and Topiika 
congregation, in Ohio Presbytery, sustained by that court, and 
forwarded for presentation, was presented and accepted. The 
candidate, with the call and other papers, are transferred to Ohio 
Prebbytery. 

J. A. Black, J. R. Newell, T. A. SprouU and Alexander Wright 
(the last a student of Rochester Presbytery), delivered discourses 
as specimens of improvement, which were sustained. David 
Gregg, Jr., a graduate of Jefferson College, was taken under the 
care of Presbytery as a student of theology. 

Appointments. — Pine Creek, Hannay, October 6th Sabbath; 
Hunter, Nov. 3d Sabbath ; Galbraith, Dec. 3d Sabbath. Oil Ci% 
Sterrett, Nov. 4th, Dec. 1st Sabbaths ; Smith, Dec. 2d and 3d 
Sabbaths; Hannay, 4th and 6th Sabbaths; Buck, Jan., Feb. and 
March. Perm's Run, IIannay, discretionary. Yellow Creek, Han- 
nay, Jan. two Sabbaths, discretionary. 

Eev. J. Hunter is appointed pernianent Clerk, and all persons 
having papers belonging to Presbytery are directed to send them 
to him for preservation. ^ 

The congregation of Oil City, engaged in building a house of 
worship, is recommended to the Board of Church Extension to 
receive from the funds m t\ie\t \iawds. The moderation of a call 
18 granted to that congTegaWoxi. 
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treasurer's report. 
Wm. Wills, Treasurer j t/i account with the Pittsburgh Fresbytery, 

1865. Dr. 

April li. Balance at last report.. $181 90 

" 17. Cash from Piney branch of Kehohoth congregation, per 

Rev. T. M. Elder 11 00 

May 1. Two coupons U. S. 6 20*8 , 31 60 

" " Premium on do , 14 18 

*' 31. Cashfrom Mr. Joseph Carson 500 00 

JKne 2. Interest on same till July 15 ^ 9 20 

$747 78 

1865. Cr. 

April 13. By cash paid Reit A. J. MTarland $25 00 

May 23. " " *< Rev. D. Reid .... 37 50 

" '' " '' " Rev. T. M. Elder *. 75 00 

June 2. <* " " Mr. Joseph Carson's donation, invested in 

tJ. S. 7-30 bonds * 500 00 

« " Balance. 110 28 

Pittsburgh, Oct. 1, 1865. $747 78 



lllLINOIS PEESBYTEBY. 

Illinois Presbytery met, October' 1*1 th, in Old Bethel Church. 
AH the ministerial members, and ruling elders from one-half of 
the congregations belonging to Presbytery, were present. 

The meeting was very pleasant and harmonious. Through the 
kind though tfulness of the ladies of Old Bethel congiegation, the 
members of Presbytery enjoyed a sumptuous repast beneath the 
shade of the grove adjoining the church. There was no judicial 
business before the court. 

The organization of the congregation of Olathe and Pleasant 
Ridge, Kansas, was reported, and a call presented from the new 
congregation upon W. W. M'Millan. The call was accepted by 
Mr. M'Millan, and arrangements made for his installation. 

A committee consisting of James Wallace, A. C. Todd and J. 
Finley, was appointed to encourage, by personal interviews and 
conversation, young men of promise to study for the ministry. 

Messrs. Daniel C. and Isaiah Fans, graduates of Indiana Univer- 
sity, and during the year past Missionary teachers at Natchez, 
were received under care of Presbytery as students of theology, 

A committee, consisting of W. F. Qeorge, A. C. Todd, John 
Miller and Wm. Woodside, was appointed to receive and present 
the call reported from Maquoketa. 

Visitation committees were instructed to inquire into the sup- 
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port of pastors according to Synod's direction in Bef. Pres. ^ Cov» 
vol. 3, Nos. 7 and 8, page 235. 

The following Visitation Committees were appointed: 

Bethel — Jas. Wallace, Thos. Donnelly, and H. Mathews ;%FV•^/Jc^ 
ion — D. 8. Faris, and an elder whom he may obtain ; Mknom—J. 
M'Craoken, John Miller, and Chas. Miller; Olathe — D. S. Fans, 
and an elder whom he may obtain ; Old Bethel — A. C. Todd; Wm. 
Kennedy, and J: Patton ; Bethesda—J. Stott, and an elder whom he 
may obtain ; Stanton — J. M'Cracken and J. Moffet; Churchill— A, 
C. Todd, J. Patton, and J. Hunter; St. Louis— W. F. George, Thos. 
Donnelly, and J. Finley. 

Treasurer reported, as follows : 

^ Dr. Cr. 

1865. May 17. To cash on hand $579.10 

*' . " 27. To cash from Princeton Con. for Freedmen, 20.00 

<^ " '» " *' " *< Delegates' ex. 10.00 

" Oct. 11. " '' Bethesda " Home Mission, 29.00 

»< " " " A.G.Todd 10.00 

" May 17. BycashpaidD. J.Shaw $3.40 

•« " •• " J. Middleton 40.00 

" Aug. 21. " remitted to D. Euwer, for Freedmen, 303.00 

« Oct. 11. " paid A. C.Todd 41.15 

<* " " " J. Middleton 35.00 

« «' " balance on hand 225.55 

Total $648.10 $648.10 

Presbytery adjourned to meet in St. Louis on Wednesday, April 
11th, 1866, at 11 A. M. J. M'Cracken, 

Clerk of Presbytery, 
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This Court met in Londonderry, Ohio, October 4th. A call 
from Muskingum and Tomika congregation on Mr. J. C. K. Faris 
was received and sustained, and ordered to be sent to Pittsburgh 
Presbytery for presentation. A call from Middle Wheeling on 
Rev. A. MTarland for an unappropriated part of his time wsiS re- 
ceived, sustained, presented and accepted. Mr. MTarland is ap- 
pointed to moderate in a call in Londonderry congregation. , 

Sessions and congregations are directed to give special atten- 
tion to the action of Synod at its last meeting, respecting pastors' 
salaries, and report in writing to Presbytery at its next meeting. 

Sessions are also directed to give diligence in looking for suitable 
young men, and encouraging them to devote them&elves to the 
work of the ministry, and prepare themselves for it. 
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ROCHESTER PRESBITERT. 

The Presbytery of Rochester met on the 4th Oct. The only 
business of importance, in addition to some mere routine matters, 
was the granting of leave to moderate in a call to the congregation 
of Libson, made vacant by the death of the late Rev. M'Lachlan. 
Air. Shields was appointed to moderate in said call, some time 
during the month of November, at his own convenience, and that of 
the congregation. 



OBITDART. 



Died, August 4th, 1865, in the congregation of Rehoboth, Pa., of inflamma- 
tion of the bowels, Margery Amanda, daughter of Daniel and Nancy Keed, 
in the 15th year of her age. 

The death of the deceased was very sudden and unexpected. In apparently 
perfect health and in fine spirits, she, with some others, left home on Wednes- 
day morning, intending to spend the day with a neighbor. At noon she was 
taken sick while at table, and notwithstanding medical aid and every atten- 
tion, she died on the morning of Friday. Half an hour before her death she 
arose, and walking across the room, looked out, for the last time, on that earth 
which she was about to leave. 

From the first she seemed to feel that it was death, and yet not a murmur 
once escaped her. Indeed, any anxiety seemed to be in relation to those re- 
maining behind. To one she said — " Oh ! Mother, don't be so vexed for me ;" 
and to her only brother — •* Calvin, do you be a good boy," and these were the 
last words she was given to speak. 

That God in his providence should, among so many, snatch away the 
strongest, and, perhaps, the very best, seemed strange, and' we can but say, 
** Thy way is in the sea, and thy path in the great waters, and thy footsteps 
are not known." It had been the intention of the deceased to unite fully with 
the church at the coming communion, but she is taken up to join the church 
triumphant, and to appear with " the spirits of the just made perfect" in the 
presence of Christ. 

She carries with her, what every child may well wish to receive, the testi- 
mony of both her parents, that she was " an obedient and lovely child." 

To her father she said that death was ^^ju$t going to bed.** While, then, 
we drop a tear to her memory, let it be ours to remember that although she 
cannot come to us, we can " go to her ;" and let it be ours so to live, that when 
that day comes it may bo to enjoy the comfortable presence of Christ also. 

E. 
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From Robert Carter & Brothers, 530 Broadway, New York. 
For sale by Davis, Clarke & Co., 93 Wood street, Pittsburgh. 

The Voijes op the Soul Answered in God. Bj Rev. Joha Reid. 

This is in some respects a remarkable took. Its quaint title 
reminds usof Puritanic times, while its transcendental style suggests 
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strongly a Germanic authorship. Were we writing a review we 
would point oat some things to which we take exception. "We do 
not hesitate, however, to join in the general commendation that it 
has received. It is an attempt, and we think a successful one, to 
show by an* a priori process of argumentation the reality of the 
atonement by the Son of God in our nature. One of its excellen- 
cies is that it impels the mind to think. The reader is all the time 
thrown back on his own consciousness to answer the inquiry; are 
these things so ? In this way the limit of religious thought is en- 
larged; and of course an increase of knowledge is the result 

Jolly axd Kitty in thr Cuuntry. By Alice Gray. , 

.This is a book for young folks. It is written in a sprightly and 
pleasing style, and withal has a tone of seriousness that is favorable 
to morality and religion. 

The Aggressive Power of Christianity. An Address delivered before the Alamni 
Association of the Theological Seminary of the United Presbyterian Church, Alle- 
gheny, Pa. March 15, 18()5 By Rev. Robert Audley Brown, D, D. Pittsburgh: 
W. S. Haven, pp. 26. 

We read this address with much satisfaction. It is a scholarly 
production. The subject was well chosen, and it is ably handlea. 
We give our readers a sample in this number under the heading, 
" God and Christianity in the Constitution." It is encouraging 
to see such important and seasonable truths so well presented bj 
a minister of the United Presbyterian Church. We have only to 
remark that what is wanting to give the extract which we have 
taken from the address overwhelming power in favor of the 
great national reform, is that the argument be presented from the 
standpoint of the guilt and danger of the nation in refusing to 
recognize God^^nd Christianity in its Constitution. To say that 
such a recogn'ition would be "decent and proper," is saying far 
too little, and as it regards any practical good to foUow, scarcely 
better than saying nothing on the subject. 



GENEVA COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE. 

NORTHWOOD, OHIO. 



YOUSG LADIES ASD GESTLEJIEN ADMITTED TO THE SAME CCCBSE CF STUDI. 

THE ViNTER SESSION WILL OPEN ON 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1^. 

For full information send (inclosing ten cents) for a Catalogue. Ad- 
dress the Principal, 

N. R. JOHNSTON, 

Belle Centre^ Logan Co,^ 0. 
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RECEIPTS FOR FOREIGN MISSION OF R. P. CHURCH. 

1805. 
Sept. 25, Received from Walton congregation, N. Y., per Rev. D. 

M'C^illister ^30 00 

** " Yrom Kortiiglit Luilies' Missionary Society, per do., 8 00 

*' 20, Fioin Mrs. Brown of Pleasautville, Venango county, per 

1>. lleid 25 00 

Oct. 2, York cong . N. Y., per Rev. S. Bowden, 62 00 

'* 11, Some members of Pincy branch, Rehoboth cong., per 

Rev. T. M. Elder 14 00 

*< " Rev. T. M. ElJcr 2 00 

** 12, Ladies* Missionary J?ociety of First cong. Philadelphia, 

Pa., Miss A. J. Patterson, Treasurer, 50 00 

William Brown, 
Treasurer of Foreign Misiiont^ 1635 Locuit St,, PhilacTa. 



RECEIPTS FOR SOUTHERN MISSION. 
1865. 

Sept. 14, From Syracuse cong., per Rev, A. M. Johnston, $12 00 

*' 15, Ladies' Missionary Society, Allegheny, per Miss Sarah 

Boggs, Treasurer, 100 00 

" 22, Southtield cong., per R»;v. J. S. T. Milligan 18 QQ 

" ** Southtield Sabbath school, fur books for Sabbath 
school in WAhington, D. C, per Rev. J. 8. T. Mil- 
ligan, « 8 00 

" 26, Mrs. Brown, of Pleasant villc, Pa., per D. Roid., , 25 00 

** 27, Elkhorn cong., for *\'atohez Mission, per Rev. A. C. 

Todd, lYO 00 

** ** Elkhorn cong., Female Missionary Society, for Natchez 

Mission, per A. 0. Todd \ 100 00 

" 28, Salt Creek cong., per Mr. Jas. M'C.irlney, 83 69 

Oct. 1, Brownsville Ladies' Missionary Society, per Mr. J. C. 

K. Paris, 26 70 

*« 12, *' Tenth to ihe Lord," per Wm. Brown, 8 00 
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John and Mary Ann Aikin, Allegheny, Pa , per Dr. 

T. Sproull, 1 25 

" ** Collection in Pittsburgh and Allegheny for Wa^-hington 

Building, per Dr. T. Sproull, 173 25 

** 19, Dr. A. Greer, per Rev. Jno. Croiier, 10 00 

" 24, Brookland, &c. cong , per Dr. T. Sproull 26 36 

•* ** Proceeds of Children's Fair held in First Church, Phil- 
adelphia, for Colored Mission School in W ashington, 
D. C, per Iho Misses Isabella Allison, Marion Har- 
vey and Annio C, chilcreu of Dr. Brown, per Wm. 

Brown, 32 16 

Daniel Euwer, Treasurer. 
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RECEIPTS FOR DOMESTIC MISSIONS. 
1865. 

Sept. 29, From Little Beaver cong., per Porter & Achison,..., $19 20 

Daniel Euwbr, Tr€a9urer. 
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We regret to have to state that we do not feel warranted 
by the circumstances to make at present the proposed 
change of issuing a Weekly Paper in place of the Mag- 
azine. While^in some quarters there has been manifested 
the right spirit in liberal ofiers as well as in active and 
successful eftbrts to procure subscribers, in others there 
is indiftbronce and even opposition. A weekly paper is 
needed, and the design is not wholly abandoned. Mean- 
while we will continue the Monthly as heretofore, and 
request those who have kindly acted as agents, and others 
who have interested themselves in procuring subscribers 
and forwarding remittances, to continue their friendly aid 
in sustaining and extending the circulation of the Maga- 
zine. 

Terms for 186 6. 

The Magazine will be issued monthly at One Dollar 
per annum, if paid before the meeting of Synod, and one 
dollar and fifty cents afterward. 



JB^rTlie Central Board of Missions Icarn that there is an urgent demand 
for funds to erect a house for the school in Natchez. The school has ^een 
driven from city hall, and the superintendent says that he must either 
leave or build a bouse. In the emergency Mr. Johnston immediately pro- 
ceeded to purchase and build. We hope that churches in the west especial- 
ly will respond to this call. A similar demand has been met by the church- 
es here and in the east. The demand i^ urgent. 
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THE YEAR 18GS. 

Thb years are, as they pass, inseparably linked together. 
Scarcely any, if any, event of magnitude is completed in the short 
space of twelve montlis ; add none is comprised, causes and all, 
in any such period. Time is, figuratively speaking, a continuous 
line, which cannot be snipped off into certain lesser lines of short 
and equal length, llcnce, it is not easy to write a year's history. 
It cannot be done with any satisfaction unless some allowance be 
made for t^iis continuity of succession, not only of days, but of 
-r their contents. 

Keeping this in view, we propose to record some of the special 
occurrences of the year 18(55. It is not closed ; but nearly so. We 
can see through it clearly enough to judge of its general char- 
acter, and to anticipate the chief contributions it will yield to the 
annals of thp world. Some of these we will note. 

1. It lyia been a year mainhj of disappointment to the Papal See. 
The plans of Rome have failed, we think, in every quarter of the 

flobe. In conjunction with the able but unscrupulous despot of 
'ranee, the Pope turned his attention, some two years ago, to this 
continent, to the Republic of Mexico. The desi2:n at Rome was to 
relieve a church and hierarchy, which the "Liberals" had de- 
spoiled of property, and hedged in generally. In the first instance, 
the scheme weg tolerably successful : the republic was broken up, 
the Empire-was proclaimed; but then, the main conspirator, who 
furnished the physical force, deserted his ally and tool ; and so, 
this Mexican Empire served the bishops and priests precisely as did 
\ the republic — it took their money, and determined to tolerate 
^ other religions besides the Popish ! Great was the surprise and 
6 chagrin at the Vatican ! Then came an act of excommunication 
J directed against the (puppet) Emperor of Mexico. This has also 
' been most mortifying to the " powers" at Rome. Its plans have been 
foiled, its expectations have utterly failed; it holds the position of 
a cheated accomplice in a scheme of villainy. 
28 
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Something like this, but nothing elsewhere quite so humiliating, 
has befallen it in other nations. In Spain, long the most priest- 
ridden of kingdoms, the hierarchy has been deprived of its in- 
vested resources, its fixed revenues, and is paid annually, as in 
France, out of the national treasury. The Tope endeavored in 
vain to prevent this consummation. It was then hoped that, in case 
the estates were set up to sale, there would be no bidders. But 
there were bidders, who ofl'ered ffood prices ; and there seems to 
be no reason to suppose that bidders will not be found for what 
yet remains to be sold. 

In France, steps are taking to transfer the whole subject of 
education to the state. Whether such a change would be much 
of an improvement, we cannot say, but it would be very hateful 
and very ominous to Rome. 

The revolution in Poland was, very largely, a Popish measure; 
and great in proportion was the disappointment in the Vatican 
when it came to so disastrous an end. 

But it is in Home itsell that this has been a year of disappoint- 
ment. France arranged to withdraw its troops next year ; but 
leaving the Papal authorities at liberty to enlist as man v troops as 
it could in the Popish countries. The time for the withdrawal of 
the French garrison has been partly anticipated — it is now fixed 
for the middle of December for the first instalment — but there 
has been little success in mustering troops to replace them. The 
kingdom of Italy is jealous of otlier powers, and will not allow 
anybut Papal soldiers to replace the French. It otters itself to 
protect the Pope ; but the world knows what that protectorate 
would be worth, Und so does the Pope. 

If we have not misrepresented the course of events in reference 
to the Papal See the last few months, matters look rather dark for 
his " Holiness." Still, some may suppose that he finds some com- 
pensation in Britain and the United States. Nothin* of the sorf. 
True, there are many fools in both these countries, sofee of them 
in high places, but we venture to assert that' the shrewd Antonelli 
derives no comfort, not an atom, from any supposed advances in 
these two Protestant nations. It seems to us, th|tt here Borne 
blocked her own game by issuing the " Encyclical," in which, 
while uttering not a few important "truths," she sets herself directly, 
squarely, against all civil and religious liberty. 

2. There have been great advances^ this year^ in ti$^ matter of civil 
liberty. In fact, personal slavery has received its deafn blow. The 
civil war iiji this country terminated early in the year, and, with it, 
legal slavery almost expired in the United States. The South 
made the war for the defense of it, fought it with great courage, 
perpetrated many most barbarous deeds during its progress, and yet, 
notwithstanding wide-spread sympathy in Great Britain, and valu- 
able help from the same quarter, it was compelled to yield, having 
lost the very thing for which the war was made. What may yet 
be lacking in this grand act of emancipation, will soon be supplied, 
if not before the close of the year, very soon after, by an amend- 
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ment.of the Constitution, prohibiting the holding pf a slave in 
any p^rt of th^ Union. Time will be re(][uired to gain the ass»^nt 
of the entire nation to this act, and to secure to the newly con- 
stituted freemen all the rights comprehended in a state of civil 
freedom. The erewhile slaveholders, their southern abettors, and 
their northern " natural allies" will be slow to accord to the col- 
ored race what has been won for them by the arms of the North ; 
but they will acquire it all some day, and that not a very distant 
one. They have many vigilant friends, in the North especially, 
who will keep an eye upon the working of things South, with a 
determination to counterwork any scheme contrived by Southern 
pride, and cruelty, and avarice, and lust, against the welfare and 
elevation of the emancipated. 1865 will be marked in historj^ as 
the year of Jubilee in this land ! 

And also in. other lands. Brazil has made, some movement in 
the same direction. Denmark has set free all c^r slaves. Spain 
even has taken some steps, very lately, which, it is said, look to- 
ward the liberation of the slaves of Cuba; and finally, in all 
Christendona, aud in countries bordering upon it, there are most 
manifest signs of the relaxation of the bonds of the. enslaved , 
the atmosphere, in reference to human liberty, is more wholesome ; 
our ears are rarely pained with defenses of man-stealing, and of 
buying and selling of women and children. Now and then, we 
have sad evidence that even some D. D. of great name has not 
made up his mind that God loves liberty rather than slavery, but 
who tries to hold fast the atrocious idea, so, long predominant in 
influential religious circles, that the Lord loves conservatism, even 
when it defends so barbarous a system of oppression as the slavery 
of the United States. But such men are now^ coraiqg to be re- 

{jarded in a light similar to that in which the " abolitionists" were 
coked upon,' a few years ago, by the g;reat cWrches, as a sort of 
N^oral monsters. 

True, we may go back a few years for the beginning of this 
chi.nge in different nations ; but the year now expiring marks more 
clearly than any other, the dividing line between the old and the 
new. Next year will probably finish the work. 

3. There has been during 18G5 a pretty well defined .tendency toward 
ecclesiastical union. In this also, as in regsird to the preceding, this 
year is most intimately connected with the preceding year. The 
absence of religious controversy for some years pafet — controversy 
between different denominations, or even between the adherents of 
different evangelical denominations, has been a very noticeable 
feature of the times. There may have been f ome skirmishing ou 
part of the line between Presbyterians and Episcopalians, Calvinists 
and Arminians, or New School and Old ; but these hav.e been par- 
tial in extent, enlisting comparatively few^ and generally, so far as 
we have observed them, conducted with little zeal or heat ; at all 
events, with nothing like the vigor that characterized similar con- 
flicts, say thirty or forty years ago. If you consult the newspapers 
which represent the different churches, how tame they aU are ! 
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They are mostly occupied with missionary statements, benevolent 
operations, proceedings of church courts, &c. Occasionally, some 
question of theology may be discussed, or of church order, or of 
political action ; the war has filled a large space, and now, ques- 
tions of reconstruction — ^but there is not enough to deserve the 
name of " religious controversy." Omit what relates to ecclesias- 
tical doings, and one evangelical religious paper might almost take 
the place of another ; "almost," not quite indeed, for peculiari- 
ties of doctrine and of life will make themselves seen. What We 
mean is, that they are seen generally in very quiet guise and 
aspect. 

ttfor has this been exclusively, or even very largely owing to the 
war. It dates further back. There are but few ministers^ now 
in the field who have ever witnessed a lively fight in the Christian 
arena. On the other hand, what the younger generation of minis- 
ters has witnessed, have been rather evangelical' alliances, union 
conventions and* prayer meetings, and other fruits and proofs of 
the burial of the hatchet, and interchange of wampum. 

So strong and general is this spirit, that it is to-day nearly im- 
possible to awaken controversy on any doctrine or rule of reli- 
gion. We have referred to the papers. If they do not, in many 
cases, exhibit all the zeal of former times, we do not attach the 
blame chiefly to their conductors. The fact is, their readers don't 
want it, and so it is not given them. 

There is an apparent exception to all this. We refer to the con- 
troversy urged for some years past in BritaiA — as heretofore on the 
Continent — between semi-infidels and Christians, the "Broad 
Church" and the Evangelical, and even the High Church, being the 
parties. This has been and still is an earnest and great contest; bnt 
no exception, for it is not a controversy among evangelical Christ- 
ians, but between unbelievers and Christians of every sort. Hence it 
really contributes to the state of peace among the latter — ^is one 
cause of the state of things we are describing. 

Now, it is clear enough, that when warfare ceases, there will rise 
a disposition to unite, and so it is. We find such a spirit in this 
country. There have even been movements to this effect between 
the Old Behool Presbyterian body and the New, and in Scotland 
between the Free Church, the United Presbyterian and the (Resi- 
duary) Reformed Presbyterian. That these unions will take place 
we presume there is no doubt. Something has been on foot of 
the sort for a considerable timo, gaining all the while, and more 
favored by this spirit of the times of which we now speak — a spirit 
nearly all-pervading, and everywhere sufficiently strong to repress 
almost entirely what we designate as religious controversy among 
the evangelical. 

If we could believe that this peace feeling arose from a real ap- 

Eroximation in any considerable degree to upity in the faith and 
nowledge of tlie Son of God, we would rejoice to see it ; but we 
are not satisfied on this point. It is possible that the New School 
theology may have partially yielded in this country to the old doc- 
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trines, but this cannot be the case to' any great extent ; nor will it 
be until, for example, Hodge and Jacobus shall supersede Barnes 
as commentators on the New Testament, even among the so-called . 
New School. In Scotland, there may be a certain approach on the 
part of the United Presbyterian body to the views of the Free 
Church on questions bearing upon the great subject of religion 
and the state, but it is only partial, and our fear is, we say very 
frankly, that all the prospects of unions, of which we know any- 
thing, derive their Hfe and strength more from a spirit of indiffer- 
ence toward truth and the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ, than 
from all other causes combined. 

It may be that we have associated this more closely with the 
still passing year than facts warrant, but we think not. It is 
true the actual steps taken this year haye not been so peculiar or 
so far in advance; but the idea proposed has progressed further, we 
judge, from what comes biefore us, than it bas done heretofore ; at 
any rate, controversy such as we refer to, has about ceased. 

4. Political strife is earnest. This year has been marked with 
some important political events. It ,has been a year of vehement 
and stirring political conflict in Central Europe. The war against 
Denmark, which resulted in wresting from her. the Duchies of 
Schleswi^ and Holstein, was waged by Prussia and Austria in spite 
of the Diet of the German States, including them, but in which 
the smaller states have a majority. The Diet resent bitterly the in- 
dignities put upon it, and the two large nations throw out hints of 
terrible retributioh. Here is a large speck of war. Combustibles 
are gathering in large masses that will be easily kindled at some 
early day. Questions of the mopt profound interest are agitated 
in Spain, where the Liberals are acquiring the supremacy; in 
Trance, also, notwithstanding the restraint put upon free speech 
and printing ; in Austria, which may now almost be styled a free 
commonwealth ; in the Danubian Principalities, which are "burning 
for release from Turkish suzerainty. . ' 

The particulars we have mentioned as features of the year 1865,- 
are. full of interest in themselves, but acquire vastly more from 
the fact that next year is the period to wbich the attention of the 
Church has long been turned by. the students of propheoj^as the 
time of the end of the 1260 years of anti-Christ's prosperity. Some 
be^in, on account of the nearness of the time, to scout this opinion. 
It IS yet too soon to do so. If, as is certainly tne casCj it is too soon 
to pronouijcd with certainty in the affirmative, it is yet not wise to 
scoff at the idea that we may be but a few months from that event, 
whatever it is, that will mark the end of the 1260 years. 

The features of this year are remarkable enough. Old things are 
passing aWay^ new things are coming in their stead. These changes 
are advancing with great rapidity, with accelerating velocity. ^ The 
death of Louis Napoleon would uncap the volcano. Literal- 
ly, we know not, in reference to the condition of the world,, 
"what a day may bring forth." In the me^time, it becomes us 
to wait patiently, to hold fast steadfastly the things We have heard*, 
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that we let them not slip, to cast in the salt of God's truth into the 
seethinff caldron, to make sure of a personal interest m Him who 
sits and rules on high, assigning their destiny to men and nations; 
to live piously, beneficently, devoutly and hopefully. J. M. W. 
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EDITOBIII CORBESFOnDENCE — LBTtBB IT. 

XlLAsdow, August 7, 1865. 

I LEFT Belfast Thursday evening, August 3d, aijd after a quiet 
passage reached Greenock, whel^ ftook the rail at 4,. A> M.^ the 
4th. Greenock lies along the south bank of the Clyde near its 
mouth, extending in length perhaps a mile, and a quarter of a mile 
to the high grounds, on the rear of the town. Like all towns in 
this vicinity, it is substantially built of the excellent stone aftbrded 
in great abundance in the neighborhood. It is here the largest 
ships in the Glasgow trade lie — the depth of water not being suf- 
ficient to carry them up the Clyde. There is here a congregation 
of Covenanters. Their pastor is Rev. Mr. Carmichael, who* I re- 
gret to say, is not at present in good health. He still preaches 
some, but requires and receives all the aid his brethren can give 
hini. I would have been gratified to have called upon him, but it 
wad out of my nower, as I was hastening to Glasgow. We reached 
the station on trie southern side of the river — " the Gorbals " — at 
7.30, having passed through Paisley, seven miles distant. The 
country beside and in sight of the road, is throughout, with a few 
exceptional spots, very fine. Soon after leaving Greenock w^e had 
a good view of Dumbarton Castle, so celebrated in history, so sin- 
gular in its aspect, and so remarkable in its geological relations. 
It is on the north side of the Clyde, a mile east of the town of the 
same name. We had also a view, but owing to clouds, a de- 
fective one, of the range of high hills which extends along that 
side of the river, from the inland back of this city and connects 
with the highlands to the west. This city is one of the most flour- 
ishing w Britain, or in the world. Since I saw it in 1848, it has 
stretchOT out. in every direction amazingly. In the west end, 
"Places" and "Crescents" and "Squares" of houses have been 
^added to each other, enough themselves to form a great citv. The 
surface was originally marked by elevations, not so much disposed 
in regular rolls as in distinct and partially isolated knolls, with 
pretty deep valleys between. In building, the natural surface has 
been largely followed. Hence, in casting the eye on this section, 
*'from some elevated stand-point, it jjresents a very diversified and 
^cturesque appearance — housetops, rows of fine edifices, steeples, 
towers, Ac. The effect is heightened by the fact that the material 
out of which all this wilderness of buildings is erected is ia solid 
sandstone, whitish or creamy-colored when first put up, but becom- 
ing dark by exposure to the atmosphere. ''The houses are nearly 
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all large-^three, and many of them, four stories high. Nor are 
they all built in long straight rows, as in our cities, but often in 
*' crescents,'* and in some instances the houses are set back some 
sixty or seventv feet from the street, a narrow park intervening, 
within which is a carriage drive in the immediate front of the 
buildings — an admirable device for securing exemption from the 
noise and dust of a leading. thoroughfare. The houses are mostly 
built in "flats,*' each "flat " being a complete dwelling, with all 
the appurtenances required by a family. Buildings are sometimes 
double, having a suite of rooms on each side of the main hall. In 
these there may be a row of families on each side. I have seen 
eight bell-ptills on one door ! four on each sidepost; or the flat may 
have one suit extending entirely across. In |act, a large part of 
the dwelling houses here are one street or two — set on end. The 
rent of these "flats '* varies with their position — the highest in po- 
sition being the lowest in rent. There are no outside window 
shutters. 

Glasgow has its parks. Besides small ones, there are the "East 
End" and " West End " parks. The latter I visited. It is a beau- 
tiful spot — a natural elevation, convex toward the south, crjwned 
with "crescents'* of some of the most elegant edifices I have seen 
anywhere ; terraces, permeated by winding roads, conducting to 
the level below, where are some meadow grounds, with trees — 
huge trees often — scattered and in rows; the whole ^aching, to 
the "Kelvie Water,** at about a quarter of a. mile distant, once, no 
doubt, a,silvery river before it was lined with manufactories, but 
now anything else but a clear and sweet-smelling stream. In fact 
it is too manifestly neither of these, but the very opposite. The 
park is itself a crescent — from tip to tip being, probably, some- 
thing like three-quarters of a mile. The roads are very skilfully 
laid out, so as to make the most of the ground, and at the time of 
my visit the play-grounds were covered with children and young 
people, and in the walks were quite a number of pedestrians; few 
carriages were driving in the roads. The "East End'* park I 
have not seen. It is claimed by its neighbors that it is superior to 
the " West End " in other attractions, as it certainly is in size. 

Glasgow is a great city. Its manufactures and. commerce have 
attained a magnitude that give it rank among the first cities of the 
empire — ^London only, it is understood, ranks above it. As to its 
commerce, it is carried on with all parts of th6 world. Its manufac- 
tures of all sorts are consumed by all nations. It is growing in 
both still. The business establishments — wholesale and retail — 
are spacious, and bear all the external signs of thrift. The popu- 
lation has a business air. I like the look of the people exceedingly. 
You occasionally see a miserable object — and in certain parts of 
the city they abound — but the great mass of all that appear in the 
better streets, are plainly a well-doing class. Their physical aspect 
is what we see in our own country, medium size, full and symmetri- 
cal, with color more or less affected by the smoky air, and an ener- 
getic, resolute step. This holds of men and women. AH the 
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class of which I speak are well dressed, especially, of course, on 
the Sabbath, but well enough every day. 

I must now present a somewhat aifFerent and less favorable 
view of things. There is a large paass in this city of the "baser 
sort." The " Salt Market,'* one of the st-^ets which forms the 
" cross," is, and the alleys and closes in its vicinity are the "Five 
Points " of Glasgow, and terrible places they are ; and it is not a safe 
place, at all times, for respectable people to be found. The quays 
are frequented, and even the neighboring streets, to a fearful ex- 
tent, after nightfall, by that outcast generation which lives by its * 
own vice and the viciousness of licentious men. Shops for the 
sale of liquoris are met with on every hand, in most parts of the 
city. If there is — as there is — much truth and virtue m Ghlasgow, 
there is a hideous mass of the lowest types of human character." 
It should be added, however, that mudi of this finds its place 
among the popish Irish, but, certainly, it is not nearly all theirs. 

Eeserving any general allusions to the reli^ous condition of the 
city, until I know it better, I shall barely notice briefly the congre- 
gation of Covenanters here. This congregation is mainly com- 
posed of members from all the congregations heretofore existing 
here— most of whose members went with the majority ; besides 
these, there are now some who have acceded from other churches. 
Their pastor is Rev. Robert Wallace — formerly of Newry, Ireland. 
He has bein settled here a little more than a year, and during that 
time his charge has increased from about one hundred ajid twenty 
to nearly three hundred members. They worship in the Athene- 
um, a public room in Ingram street. The room, which is spacious, 
was well filled, particularly in the afternoon of last Sabbath. There 
were between 300 and 400, I judged, present at the second service, 
and I am told that this was no larger than the ordinary attendance, 
if as large. On Monday evening there was a monthly lecture in a 
smaller room of the same edifice. The attendance was good. It 
was addressed by Rev. A. Stevenson. I had preached Sabbath 
P. M. The congregation have purchased a church on the south 
side of the Clyde, of which they expect to get possession in. March, 
1866. There is evidently much to encourage eflbrt here in behalf 
of a Covenanted Testimony, and the brother who labors here is 
well qualified for the position — active, earnest, intelligent and 
faithful, he fills admirably his place, either in the pulpit or out of it. 

There are here five congregations belonging to the "majority" 
Synod. Some of them are rather small ; but among them they 
constitute a strong body in ^members, and wealth, and position. 
The intercourse — even social — between the members of these 
bodies is, I learn, quite limited. The rupture of ecclesiastical ties 
has been attended and intensified by the severance of social rela- 
tions to a degree, it seems to me, far greater than was the case in 
our country in 1838. Personal feeling often mixes largely with 
religious difterences; and it is, frequently, no easy matter to dis- 
tinguish them. Some measure of this iff |;o be expected ; but it 
should not be cherished. * 
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The three largest denominations in Glasgow are the Free 
Church, the United Presbyterian, and the Establishment. There 
are besides* these. Reformed. Presbyterians, Original Seceders, 
Methodists, Episcopalians, and Papists, and, I suppose, Baptists ; 
bnt the above comprise the larger part of the population. The 
Free Ohurcb has a college — that is, a theological seminary, of which 
Dr. F'airbairn, author of " Typology of the Scriptures," &;c., is the 
principal. The Seminary of the United Presbyterian Church is in 
Edinburgh. Some of the houses of worship are fine buildings, but 
as a general rule, there is less display about them than appears in 
the wealthier part of the church in our country ; many of them are 
very plain. At the present time these churches sustain quite 
amiable relations to each other ; the Free and United Presbyterians 
^ are negotiating for union, with the probabilities mainly favorable 
to success. The Establishment does not seem to be advancing in 
spirituality. Just now an earnest attempt in making to get a war- 
rant for the introduction of organs into their churches. It has been 
so tar successful as to allow every congregation to do as it pleases. 
Dr. Lee, of Edinburgh, wishes a liturgical church. He has par- 
tially been successful, and soon may be altogether so. Some of the 
ministers and professors of the Free and United Presbyterian 
Churches, I have called upon, and have found them exceedingly 
aftable and very intelligent. They enter heartily into our "Educa- 
tion** scheme. 

The Reformed Presbyterian (the majority Synod) have five 
churches here — one, the late Dr. Wm. Symington's, of which his 
son, also William, is pastor, is very large ; the rest, one in the 
Gorbals, or on the south of the Clyde, is moderately large, as is 
also that of the late Dr. Bates. The fourth is small, and the fifth 
is a mission church. The only one connected with the Synod, 
which we recognize as following the footsteps of the fiock, that 
of the Rev. R. Wallace, I have already mentioned as having nearly 
300 members. 

There is but one congregation of Original Seceders, of which 
their professor of theology. Dr. Murray, is pastor. The congrega-- 
tion is respectable in numbers and in character; the professor is 
highl}^ esteemed. The Episcopalians are quite numerous. I have 
been surprised to find that they have a number of dioceses and 
congregations in this country. I believe their ministers and people 
are mostly of the Hi^h Church "persuasion." They have not full 
ecclesiastical connection with the English Establishment. Of the 
other churches! have no details. The Papists are largely importa-^ 
tions from Ireland. The greater part of the nobility are connected 
with the Free Church, which has a few— or with the Establish- 
ment, which has more. Some are Episcopalians. The Free Church 
has some 800 congregations, many of them in the Highlands ; 
the United Presbyterians, between 600 and 600, nearly all in the 
Lowlands ; between 60 and 100 in England ; very few in the High- 
lands. Edinburgh is the centre of the Free Church operations, as 
Glasgow is of the United Presbyterians, who have a stronghold of 
the prosperous middle classes in this flourishing city. 
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Saturday is a. half-holiday — "the shops" are shut at-SP. M.; 
meat-shops, however, and others of the sort, are open till 11 P. M. 
Great crowds fill the leading thoroughfares until nearly- midnight 
The streets are quiet during the early hours of the Sabbath, but 
there are some cabs in motion. Just now there is no little excite- 
ment on the Sabbath question, owing to the resolution of the 
directors of the North British Railway Company to commence, 
September 3d, the running of regular "Sunday trains" between 
this city and Edinburgh. A large meeting was held on Wednes- 
day evening, August ?Oth, in opposition, by theworkingmen. The 
Lord Provost presided. Other measureq. are contemplated— 
memorials of merchants, &c. It will avail nothing. Not a news- 
paper here opposes the action of tlie directors; there are 100,000 
Papists in the city, and some professed evangelical Protestants are 
not very determined on the question. Mail trains now run on the 
Sabbath in nearly all directions, and travelers' train also in the 
east from and to Edinburgh. I have mentioned cabs being in mo- 
tion on the Sabbath ; they are in hundreds passing to the suburbs, 
parishes, and so forth. I find this fact is now used as an argument 
for setting trains agoing on the route to the south and southwest. 
The battle waxes quite warm, but will not last long; the Sabbath 
desecrators will win this time, I am quite sure. 

TO THE WESTERN COAST. 

On the Pth I left Glasgow for Qirvan, to assist at the dispensation 
of the Lord's supper there, a town of some 6,000 inhabitants, 62 
miles from this place. The railway runs through a richly and 
highly cultivated district to Paisley, seven miles. This was the 
home of the late professor, Dr. Andrew Symington. His congrega- 
tion went for the most part with the majority, but forty remained, 
and these are now making out a call. The town is not thriving 
largely. It is rather a venerable looking tcnvn, and posaessessome 
interesting antiquities — an old abbey, and the tomb of Marjory 
Bruce, daughter of Robert Bruce, who was killed by a fall from a 
horse in this neighborhood. From this on for some miles are many 
coal-pits and iron-works. Daly is celebrated for its large and 
numerous furnaces. We passed through the town of Ayr, so well 
known in both civil and ecclesiastical history — a tine place. Prom 
Irvine, some thirty miles from Glasgow, to Ayr, the road runs near 
the sea-shore, and through a succession of sand hills, where, of 
course, there is but little cultivation. Beyond this to Girvan, the 
land is better, but none of it is very fine. AH along, and so farther 
south, the fields were adorned with large herds of "Ayrshire" 
cows. The fields, I observed, are much larger than in Ireland, 
and the "farni steadings" indicative of greater agricultural pros- 
perity. Still there was some evidence of the presence of the very 
poor. We were long in sight of *' Ailsa Craig," a remarkable 
rock, which rises directly from the ocean — steep and rounded- 
some hundreds of feet high — and covered with wild birds. It has 
a keeper, who subsists by collecting birds and their eggs, and by 
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i:eariag a few j^oats; it has no other inhabitant. The view of it 
from Girvan, from which it is distant about^ ten miles, is very dis- 
tinct in clear weather. 

I reached this place in three hours, and was met, and pubso- 
quently most hospitably entertained by Mr. Joseph M 'Quaker, a 
ruling elder of the congregation, and an active and successful busi- 
ness man. I preached on the fast day to a handfull of people in 
a large building, unoccupied except on occasions like this, having 
been erected for a congregation, which has been dissolved. On 
Saturday, services were conducted by Rev. J. Thompson Martin, a 
son of Rev. Mr. Martin, of Strathmiglo, who after long and openly 
opposing the schemes qf the majority, finally went with them. Mr. 
M. had been detained by the unfortunate death of a younger 
brother of fine promise, who fell down a cleft one hundred feet 
deep, and waa crushed on the rooks below. This occurred just a 
weeK before. On Sabbath eleven communed. I preached in the 
evening to between forty and fifty persons. Girvan is on the sea- 
shore, and -is resorted to for its bathing jEacilities during the sum- 
mer season. There is here a small congregation in connection with 
the majority... It has besides others, congregations of the Free and 
Established churches. 

On Mondav, the 14 th, I took a top seat on the coach for Stran- 
raer, having learned that it presented an opening of some promise 
for the operations of our deputation. The ride is a splendid one. 
The road, which runs almost the whole distance along the sea, 
passes through many points presenting fine scenes. The rocks on 
the shore are the most craggy I have ever seen. At times the road 
rises some hundreds of feet above them — a sheer precipice, rather 
terrible to look at. Descending on the right hand from Balliutrae, 
thirteen miles from Girvan, it passes over a promontory with only 
an occasional glimpse of the sea, and down a most delightful val- 
ley — Glenap — with its high hills on each side, the north and the 
south, about four hundred yards wide, and from where we entered 
it, some six miles in length, to Loch Ryan, an arm of the sea, run-^ 
ning north and south, about fifteen miles, at the head of which is 
Stranraer. It is about five miles wide, and is navigable for small 
vessels. . From this point it is ten miles to the town, and the scene 
is one of the most beautiful possible. The loch, the highly cul- 
tivated opposite shore in full view, the town in the. distance, and 
the hills on the left almost to the head of the loch, present an as- 
sembly of beauties hardly surpassed. Just as you enter Stranraer, 
you pass through a succession of hills, which have all the appear- 
ance of large, flat, elevated mounds, such as might have formed 
the bases of immense structures. They are some forty to fifty feet 
high — about 200 or 300 yards long, with moderately sloping sides, 
and flat on the top. They are nearly square, not in line, but promis- 
cuously scattered. These, with the sand hills north of Ayr, were 
once undoubtedly at the bottom of the sea. 

Stranraer is a town of about 7,000 inhabitants, lying precisely at 
the head of Loch Ryan, consisting chiefly of small dwellings, with 
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a few of the better order. It has a little trade by sea, and is the 
centre of a rich agricultural district. I have found here, as usual, 
Free Churches and United Presbyterian, with an Established in the 
town itself, and one in its immediate vicinity. There is also a 
congregation of Original Seceders, which has a ra;ther noteworthy 
history. It is well know to our readers that for many years pre- 
vious to the late separatioh of the majority from the minority, there 
was a rule of Synod prohibiting the settlement of any licentiate or 
minister of the Reformed Presbyterian Synod of Ireland in any 
congregation of the Scottish Synod. Dr. W m. Symington was long 
pastor m Strani*aer, very popular and successful. He was called to 
Glasgow, and so left Stranraer. The congregation was greatly at- 
tached to him, and proportionately dissatisfied with his removal. 
They of course submitted, but claiming the right to call any Re- 
formed Presbyterian they chose, and called Mr. Watt of the Irish 
Church. The Presbytery, sustained by the Synod, refused to settle 
him. The result was, that Mr. W. with a considerable part of the 
congregation, left the R. P. Church, and joined the Original Seces- 
sion. He is now deceased, having previous to his death removed to 
another congregation of the same body. His people still retain their 
place in that body, although, I learn, cherishing some T^arm recol- 
lections of their former profession and ecclesiastical relations. 

The land in this district is not noticeably fertile, but by "ghigh" 
farming is made to yield largely. The farms consist of from two 
hundred to four hundred and Up, in rare instances to over a thousand 
acres of arable land, with a lareerange, in many cases, of moorland 
attached, on which cattle and sheep are pastured. The rent of this 
land is — for the arable — considerably over a pound ($5) an acre. 
I heard of one instance in which a farmer pays <£1,500 ($7,500) for 
a farm of one thousand acres. These farms are provided— of course, 
by the tenant — with all kinds of agricultural machinery, including 
steam engines, and are annually replenished in part with the most 
valuable mariures. The productions are as varied as elsewhere; 
but the great staple in Wigtonshire is cheese, which is looked to to 
meet the rent. Some of the farms I visited, have a stock oi between 
fifty and sixty cows, all fine ones. There are others with a hun- 
dred. Besides this, there are of course horses, young cattle and 
sheep. Many hands are i^equired. To manage siich an establish- 
ment demands ability, experience, and the closest attention. 
Hence, the farmers are of necessity a very substantial atid intelligent 
class ; not a few of them are possessed of much general informa- 
tion and culture. The wages are low. A farm hand now receives 
in harvest £Z (?15), for five weeks ; but three dollars a week. Wo- 
men's wages still lower in proportion. This is rather above the wa- 
ges in Ireland, but not so niuch more, all things considered, as I 
had supposed. The truth is, the landed proprietor secures for him- 
self the best of the productions of the soil. He gives a lease for 
nineteen years, and raises the rent usually at each renewal. The 
evils of the system of landlordism are not so evident here as on 
the other side of the channel, but they are plain enough. These 
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kingdoms will never have a permanent, flourjshinff, contented pop- 
ulation, until, by' the gradual oJf)eration of a law abolishing entails, 
'the soil of these islands is portioned out ambnff its actual farmers. 
One of the first fruits, I am persuaded, of a truly " liberal" system 
of politics, will be such a law. This will reduce the aristocracy, 
and compel their attention to the useful in much greater measure 
than they give it now. • 

I found some warm friends of our mission in Stranraer, and had 
no difficulty in making some preliminary arrangements for raising 
collections in some of the churches. I returned on Saturday to 
Glasgow — taking the railwajp^ to Dumfries, and from that point 
northward. The S. W. of Wigtonshire is quite uneven, even moun- 
tainous. A portion of it is moorland, high and wild, with here 
and there a productive spot, and some sheep farms. On nearing 
Dumfries, however, the scene changes: You enter Nith^dale, so 
celebrated in the history of Scotland's religious reformation and suf- 
ferings for Christ. It is a beautiful valley. Dumfries is a very old 
town, quite flourishing; the vicinity is dotted with residences. I 
stayed an hour visiting the principal points of interest ; among 
others the old Established church, and in its graveyard the tomb of 
Burns, covering hiis grave and that of his family. His efligy stands 
above, and the Muse of his country carved in marble, in the act of 
spreading ** her inspiring mantle" over him ; all is in marble. I 
thought the conception very fine. The grounds contain many old 
tombstones. 

I stopped a few hours a^t Penpont, making a call upon a former 
pupil who is now pastor of the majority congregation there. • It is 
still Nithsdale, and we are surrounded by scenes and recollections 
of persecuting days. A few miles away," and partially visible, is the 
Pass of Enterken, where the " country people" rescued their min- 
ister from the hands of a body of soldiers. The Pass is narrow and 
precipitous. In another direction is Minnihive, the lairth-place of 
James Renwick. In this vicinity are also the " Communion Stones" 
of Irongray, on which sat and were served with the communion 
elements many Covenanters. Still farther up, among the moor- 
lands, lies Sanquhar, distinguiBhed as tlie place at which the Decla- 
ration was published by Richard Cameron, June 22, 1690 — just one 
month before he fell at Airdsmoss, in which he and his followers 
repudiated the then existing dynasty, on grounds similar to. those 
on which the nation repudiated the same dynasty but eight years 
afterward, ou\y much higher. This entire region, indeed, includ- 
ing Ayrshire, this valley and the moorland hills, east and north, 
was the principal scene of the faithful contendings and fearful suf- 
ferings of the zealous Covenanters for long years from 1666 to 1688. 

A word about the moorlands. The high grounds and even the 
summits of the mountains in Scotland, are ctad with " heather," 
A plant with a very beautiful flower — generally of a light reddish 
hue, but varied. Seen at a distance, it has a smooth appearance, 
go that a mountain top seems as if covered with a greenish velvet 
carpet. At hand, it is, if the plants be short, a soft surface, perhaps • 
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saturated with water, but otherwise very grateful to your tread. 
This is a covering for the moss which is formed by the growth of 
its roots. This moss may acrain be soft, almost flowing. It may 
be deep — many feet deep. It has long openings often, on the sur- 
face, which penetrate to hard ground, are variable of course in 
width, and overhang so that one could hide nowhere more safely 
than in one of these "moss-haggs." Ilence, the "moss-haggs 
often heard of among the stories of the Covenanters. 

These moors are relieved at intervals by a productive district, 
and are theinselves used for the pasturing of cfittle and sheep — the 
latter particularly. This kind of country extends over much of the 
central portion of the Scottish Lowlands, south of a line drawn 
some miles south of Glasgow, toward the east coast. The people 
were, in the persecuting tim is, quite poor, and even yet cannot 
rival the more productive district in the accumulation of wealth. 

J. M. W. 



LETTER FBOH REV. R. J. DODDS. 

LrcESCO, Pa., Nov. 8th, 1865. 

^ Kev. and Dear Father — It would have been a great gratifica- 
tion to us to see you en route had circumstances permittee^ but we 
had so many little children and so much baggage, that upon our 
arrival in Pittsburgh, from New York, we could go nowhere but 
to the Allegheny Valley R. 11. depot, without encountering more 
delay than we could well brook at the time. It was a very sad 
disappointment to Letitia, to find her hopes of meeting her mother 
and youngest sister so suddenly blighted. It makes her feel as 
though she had taken her long and toilsome journey for nothing ; 
but God is able to comfort her, as he has done in some measure, 
and w^ill yet, I trust, still more abundantly. 

We had a long journey — prolonged by a visit to Ireland, of which 
we did not feel disposed to forego the opportunity, but goodness 
and mercy attended us all through it, guarding us from its dangers, 
and giving us strength for its toils. A family of our American 
brethren who started with us, were very differently dealt with, and 
although, as I trust, still in mercy, made to drink deeply of the cup 
of affliction. 

We sailed from Latakiyeh on the 12th of August, on board the 
French S. S. Godavery, having taken our passage for Marseilles, 
via Smyrna; in order to avoid the danger of being subjected to a 
long and uncomfortable quarantine in Alexandria, to which we 
w^ould have been exposed had we attempted to travel by English 
steamer via Gibraltar. Our nearest missionary neighbor. Rev. H. 
B. Morgan, bein^ obliged to take his wife home for the sake of her 
health, embarked with us at Latakiyeh, accompanied by his fami- 
ly. . We arrived at Smyrna on the 17th, when we lay at anchor 
the greater part of two days. Mr. Morgan, who had been suffering 
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slightly from remittent fever for some days before starting^ was so 
much worse at the time of our arrival at Smyrna, although not to 
our apprehension dangerously ill, that he felt obliged to leave the 
ship, hoping to recruit his strength^ and follow us in the course of 
a few weeks. About five days afterward, as our next intelligence 
from them informed, us, he was called to his final rest, and the be- 
reaved wife and fatherless children left to finish their cheerless 
journey to their home in Illinois, without his cotnpany or care. 
On the 24th we came into the harbor of Marseilles, but had to make 
quaraiitine three days — part of the time on shipboard, and part of 
the time in the Lazaretto — and were not permitted to land in the 
city till the 27th. On the 28th we took passage by rail road for 
Paris, where we arrived the following evening. By the time of 
our arrival at Paris, after an uninterrupted run of thirty hours by 
rail, we were somewhat fatigued and needed rest; besides we had 
to get washing done, and several of our trunks mended, and I had 
some business to transact for Dr. Metheny's department of the mis- 
sion, so that we were not ready to set forward on our journey till 
the 81st. We arrived in London on the Ist of September, which 
was on Friday, and as we could neither see Mr. Lyde till Monday, 
nor go away without seeing him, we remained there till the 4th, 
when we wentdown by rail to Manchester, knd had the happiness of 
meeting there with beloved brethren, Rev. S. O. Wylie, the worthy 
chairman of our Board of Missions, and Mr. John Caldwell, who 
accompanied us on the following day to Liverpool, where it was 
our privilege to meet with the liev. Drs. Wiilson and Stevenson. 
The exigencies of our affairs detained us in Liverpool till the 8th, 
on the night of which day we passed over to Ireland, where we 
spent about four weeks, part of the time about Belfast, but the 
most of it among our kindred, near Castle Clancy. We saw sev- 
eral of the brethren, although not nearly so many of them as we 
would have wished to see, or would have seen had we had more 
time at our disposal. Those with whom it was our privilege to 
meet, not only received us with cordiality, but so overwhelmed 
us with kindness, as to make us feel more than ever before a sense 
of our own unworthiness. They take a deep interest in our mis- 
sion, and would rejoice if Providence would open the way for their 
co-operation with us in the work. 

Before we went to Ireland. Mr. Wylie engaged our passage to 
New York, with his own and Rev. A. M. Milligan's, in the S. S. 
" The Queen," for the 10th of Oct. We returned to Liverpool on 
the 6th of Oct., and found that " The Queen" was disabled from 
keeping her appointment, but our places were reserved for us in the 
" Helvetia," which was to take her place, in which we embarked 
for New York, Oct. 12th. After a rough and tedious passage of 
seventeen days, all but a few hours, having had head winds almost 
all the time, and half the time a very strong wind with a high sea, 
we came to anchor in New York Bay, on the Sabbath, the 29th, 
but did not get ashore till the 30th. After a few hours of pleasant 
fellowship with sonae of the brethren there, we started the same 
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evening for Pittsburgh, whore we arrived (via AUentown and Har- 
risburg) between 1 and 2 P. M. on Tuesday^ the Slat Oct., and 
qame up the evening of the same day by rail road to the old home- 
stead, where we arrived rather late in the evening, but was not 
made the less welcome by children, and brothers and sisters from 
whom I had separated nine years before. Some of the fewes which 
had in other days been wont to ffreet me on my returns from my 
wanderings, were gone; but I knew, as well as we can know, 
where they had gone to, and was satisfied that they were at rest; 
neither was their removal unexpected, so that their absence, al- 
though it makos me sad, did not overwhelm me with any outburst 
of violent grief. Far harder was the lot of poor Letitia, who was 
destined to hear upon her arrival, that her mother, whom she had 
left in the vigor of life, and her youngest sister, whom she had left 
a little girl, both of whom she had expected to see, the one in a 
green old age, and the other just budding into wonaanhood, and 
the sight of whom was the main object of her long and toilsome 
journey, had but a few days before gone where she can see them 
no more till her own work is done, and she is allowed like them to 
enter upon her everlasting rest. 

I know not whether or not it be necessary to say to a man so 
sensible and withal so reasonable as you are, that I wish to rest ray- 
self here at least a couple of months, before I am called out to the 
discharge of any public duty. 

With much love to Mrs. SprouU, and all your family, I am, as 
ever, Yours in Christ, R. J. Dodds. 



SYRIA II8SI0N. 

Latakitch, September 29, 1865. 

15ear Bro. Dodds — Ere this comes into your hands, your eyes 
will, in all human probability, have been refreshed with a sight of 
your native laud, and though it may be Sandy Hook, or some other 
of the sea washed shores of Jersey, it will be clothed with a beauty 
which it never possessed before. 

Yours, from Marseilles, came duly to hand, and also the one 
from Paris to Dr. Metheny. I hope you reached England in safety, 
yet I fear from the tenor of a letter received from Mr. Lyde, that 
you were disappointed in reference to your expectation of seeing 
hira, unless he had returned from his contemplated visit to the sea- 
shore. 

We are all well. Mrs. B. was safely delivered of a daughter on 
the 9th of this month. Both mother and child have thus far been 
doing finely. God has dealt with us, oh, how kindly! His mercy 
never ends. The cholera has never made its appearance here, al- 
though it has been a city of refuge to our neighbors on every side 
— from Aleppo, Tripoli, Antioch, &c., &c. We cannof avoid see- 
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ing special tokens of the divine goodness in these providential or- 
derings, in which God has in his mercy thus, meted out his favor 
to our necessities. The e{)idemic is rapidly disappearing from all 
the places where it has hitherto prevailed, and the hope is now 
pretty generally entertained, that the time is not distant when the 
annoyances of quarantines from this cause will he wholly done 
away. 

If vou received mine, to care of the Peoples Bros., Liverpool, 
you know of brother Morgan's death. Probably Mrs. M. also 
wrote you in reference to that, and your meeting her in Liverpool. 
It has, humanly speaking, been a severe loss to that mission. !N ews 
from Kossab to- day assures us that that post is, for the time, to be 
given over into the hands of natives. Both the Adamses, and Mrs. 
Coi&ng are to leave, the former going to Aintab, the latter to Ma- 
rash. 

The house in Bhamra is finished. The cost will be something 
like ^£70 sterling. We shall have a school there this winter, an- 
other m Mesharefeh, and another, perhaps, in Iskobin. Yusef 
Jedid is to teach in Bhamra, Selim Salih in Mesharefeh, and Se- 
lim Khaleifeh in Iskobin. These will all be day schools. We 
shall not have a boarding school at all for the present. Muallim 
Hanna will teach in town, and another teacher whom we wish to 
bring from Beirut This is the arrangement for the winter ; and 
if we see any boys particularly promising in [these schools, we 
shall take them and give them the best advantages in our power 
to fit them for future usefulness. How do you like our plan? 
Perhaps the teacher from Beirut will not come on this winter; and 
if so, we shall operate as best we can, through our other schools, 
with Hanha in Latakiyeh. I have not time to say more at pre- 
sent. We have been busy since you left. Let us hear from you 
often, as often as you can find time to write. 

Ever yours, in Christ, J. Beattib. 



"SBCBO EllDAlITY." 

Senator Wilson thus handles without much tenderness, we ' 
think it will be admitted, the principal weapons now made use of 
by the would-be slaveocracy, and its miserable tools, against the el- 
evation of the colored race in our midst :' 

" *Our country,' said that illustrious statesman, John Quincy 
Adams, 'began its existence by the universal emancipation of man 
from the thraldom of man.' Amid the darkling storms of revolu- 
tion, America proclaimed as its living faith the sublime creed of 
human equality. From out the rolling clouds of battle, the new 
Republic, as it took its place in the family of nations, proclaimed 
in the ear of all humanity, that the poor, the humble, the sons of 
toil, whose hands were hardened by honest labor, were the equals, 
the peers, before the law, of kings and princes and nobles. This 
of the rising Republic in the New WorM was an inspiration to the 
24 
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ohampions of popular rigl^ts in the Old World, and a hope to the 
people in whose hearts still linger the dimly remembered accents 
©f liberty. To men crushed in struggling for the rights of humanity, 
the proclamation of the self-evident truth, that all men are created 
equal and have an inalienable right to life, liberty and the puisuit 
of happiness, has been for two generations a living faith, that would 
illume their darkened pathway to liberty protected by law. Eighty- 
nine years after the proclamation of the sublime creed of human 
equality, which has been an inspiration to humanity the wide 
world over, our ears are pained and our souls made sick here in 
our own America with the brutal and vulgar outcry of ' nigger 
equality,' Here in Christian and Republican America, every effort 
of patriotism, liberty, justice and human ity^ to lift the burdens im- 
posed upon a poor race by centuries of slavery — every effort to in- 
struct the intellect darkened by years of oppression — is stigmatized 
by the brutal and vulgar demagoguism of America as * nigger 
equality.' * Nigger equality !' Whenever I hear a man, born in 
this land, educated in these free schools, taught in these Christian 
churches, instructed in these varied industries, prate about * nigger 
equality,' I accept it as a confession that he instinctively feels that 
the negro is his superior, and demands legislation to make him his 
inferior. * Ifigger equa?lity !' It is the language of brutality and 
vulgarity. No gentleman in America prates about * nigger equal- 
ity.' The creature that is so base as to do so, must be, and is a vulgar 
fellow. 'He may live in a fiqe house ; be may dress in the garb of 
a gentleman ; but a noble or manly sentiment never dwelt in his 
bosom. I remember on one occasion when a Senator was address- 
ing the Senate and indulging in calling a negro a nigger, that Mr. 
Seward turned to me and said, ' That man will never be President; 
the people always mean to elect a gentleman for President ; and 
the man who spells negro with two g's can never be President.' 
He is a vulgar fellow who raises an outcry about 'nigger equality,' 
and he is a poor, pitiable creature who fears it. Under just, humane 
and equal laws, no man should look up to any one as his superior, 
nor down to any one as his inferior. The poorest man in the land 
is entitled to equality before the law, with the wealthiest citizen of 
his country. His cabin may be humble ; but it as sacred as the 
palace of the rich man. His wife may be clothed in rags ; but she 
IS shielded by the same equal law that protects the jeweled bride 
of the richest man in all the land, His child may be alitttle bare- 
foot boy; but he is the peer of the sou of wealth and pride. 
Away with the brutal, vulgar, wicked outcry about * nigger equal- 
ity !' It was born of the pit. Send it back to its native depths. 
Remember those other words that come to us from the heavens : 
* Inasmuch as ye did it unto the least of these, ye did it unto me.' 
Walk the earth with your forehead to the skies, in the conscious 
dignity of the equality of humanity — ^that you are men whom God 
made, and for whom Christ died — and that it degrades not, but 
ennobles him who lifts up the sons and daughters of toil, misfor- 
tune and sorrow, of all the races and kindred of men." 
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BDVCiTIOH OF THE FKSEDIEN. 

A VBRY praiseworthy undertaking is now receiving the consider- 
ation and enlisting the efforts of some of the noblest philanthropic 
spirits of the country, the object of which is to secure a hiffher 
grade of education for freedmen, iand thus bri%g the evident talent 
possessed by many of the colored youth into requisition for the ad- 
vancement of their race. Last June the Reformed Presbyterian 
Synod established for this purpose the Lincoln University, and ap- 
pointed a very efficient Board of Education. The locality selected 
for the university is the village of North wood, in Central Ohip. 
It possesses the peculiar advantages of easy access by several lead- 
ing rail roads, of being composed of a moral and religious popu- 
lation, and an isolation that protects it from influences that habits, 
manners and prejudices have widely engendered. The plan is to 
secure, if possible, fifty thousand dollars of a fund, and invest per^- 
manently a portion of it for the endowment of at least two pro- 
fessorships. Three delegates have been already sent to Europe. 
for the purpose, and agents have just been appointed at home. 
Prom the many schools In the South only the most talented and 
promising youth, of both sexes, will be selected, and these by 
means of a thorough training, it is believed, can be made useful 
instruments, as missionaries among their own people, of accom- 
plishing great and permanent good. By means of the different 
agencies connected with the Preedmen's Bureau, and the many 
teachers in the South, a large class may easily be selected possess- 
ing the requisite qualities. 

The Board have appointed agents to solicit funds ; and alreadj 
some very liberal subscriptions are on the list. No one can possi- 
bly object to this benevolent object, nor the modes by which its 
benefits are to be obtained. The negroes are now fi*ee, and they 
will certainly prove a safer element in our midst as an enlightened 
class, directed and influenced by thoroughlv educated men of their 
own color, than as an ignorant and degraded herd, subject to the 

Eassionate incentives and motives of unprincipled leaders. The 
ioard remark, very correctly, that oppression, long and systematic, 
has degraded the race, but it has not destroyed them. The germ 
of moral and intellectual life has survived the fiery ordeal to a de- 
gree altogether surprising. They can be built up and made a pros- 
perous people, but their education must necessarily be a slow pro- 
cess, and should be conducted with system and comprehensive 
views. — Missouri Democrat. 



WELL REBUKED — AN INCIDENT. 

A YOITNQ lady of wealth and position decided to give a large 
party. As she had many acquaintances among those who do not 
deem it essential to the completeness of an entertainment that ^' reel. 
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and jig, and waltz" be introduced, the stilish invitations were pre- 
£Ekced with the annonncement, ^^no djoaimg.^* At the same time, 
the young lady per^cmcLlly assured her friends that the arrangement 
would he perfectly understood by all the company, and their scru- 
ples would not be infringed upon. 

Judge of their surprise, when at an early hout in the evening, 
" a sett" was hastily formed in the back parloi', andii young girl, 
who had but lately made a profession of religion, Was coolly invited 
to play for them. Words failed to express the Surprise and regret 
at this twofold indignity, especially when the youne convert, ap- 
parently acceding to tlie request, accepted the arnor of an escort to 
the piano. 

Pausing a moment, however, she begged a friend to accompany 
her — one whom all recognized as an eflBicient member of the 
church. As Ae two stepped across the floor, a few words passed 
between them ; the older lady taking up a volume of bound music, 
quietly turninjg the leaves, while the younger, awaiting her move- 
i^ents, gave the listeners a spirited prelude, which, presently, soft- 
ly and tenderly died away, as the clear voices of the two ladies iu 
** harmonious accord," rendered with thrilling power : 

<' I would not liVe alwaji I ask not to stay.*' 

A few steps were taken by the waiting dancers ; then a silence 
as of death fell on them, as a young lady, one of the gayest of the 
gay, exclaimed, in shuddering dismay : 

" That's not the right tune to dance by !" 

But the song went on, gathering in richness and power^ as here 
and there from different corners, deep, manlv voices, and woman's 
tender tones at length joined in with electrifying power. 

At its close, the player arose and courteouslv bidding her host- 
ess good evening, retired, followed by all who had been " lured in 
by false pretenses." — Watchman and Jxejlector. 



HIW TOBI F&E8BTTERT. 

The New York Presbytery met in the Third Reformed Presbyte- 
rian Church, New York, on Thursday, 81st Oct., at TJ o'clock, P. 
M. The moderator, Rev. J. H. Boggs, preached the openiAg ser- 
mon from Titus 3 : 1, Ist cl., " Put them in mind to be subject to 
principalities and powers." From which he enforced the duties of 
Christians to a properly constituted civil government, incidentally 
describing the scriptural characters necessary to this, and enforcing 
dissent from unscnptural constitutions. 

The only items of public interest transacted in the brief sessions 
were the following : 

Rev. J. M. Armour, at his own request, obtained a dissolution of 
his pastoral relation to Craftsbury congregation, that he might ac- 
cept the appointment of the Board to Sie Washington Mission. 
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A call upon J. O.BayleBby the Kortright congregation, was sus- 
tained as regular. Arrangements were made for its pesentationi 
and in case of acceptance, provisions were made for his ordination 
and installation ; the commission to meet for this purpose in Kort- 
right church, on the second Wednesday of January, 1866, at 10 
A. M. Rev. J. Kennedy was appointed to preside in the ordina- 
tion. Rev. D. M'AUister to preach the sermon. Rev. J. R. 
Thompson to address the pastor, and J. B. Williams to chargelthe 
people. 

The moderation of a call Was granted to the Topsham congrega- 
tion. Rev. J. M. Seattle to moderate in the same when requested 
by the session aind congregation. 

tbbasurbr's bbport. 

Bdanoe in Treasniy, .....S552 83 

Sept. 6, 1866, Topsham, 14 60 

" 28 " Boston, 9 60 

Oct 23 «' Second New York, 126 87 

80 " Walton, 22 62 

81' " Kortright, 18 00 

'* « « Female Miss. Soc 8 66 

" *' Coldenham, - « 9 00 
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$760 27 
DisbursemenU. 

May 17th, 1865, to Bev. S. Carlisle, $ 6 00 

" B. Shields, .•. 60 00 

" B. Z. Waison, 4 77 

" J. M.Beattie t) 26 

« J.B.Williams, 27 00 

« J.W.Shaw, 7 00 

« J. H. B<wgs, 80 00 

« D. M'Allister, 60 00 

Oct. Slst, To Balance, 580 26 
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$760 27 

Nov. Ist, 1866. Balance in Treasury, $580 25 

Jamss Wiggins, Treawrer, 

SOALB Of APPOnniHBVTS. 

TopsHAH — Sev. JB. Z. TFflbon, Kov. and Dec, 1st and 2d Sabs ; 
i2ev. J. M. B^aUkj 1 day discretionary. Craptsbtjby — Bev. R. Z. 
WUlsonj Dec. 8d, 4th and 5th Sabs., and Jan. Bev. J. M. Beattiej 
1 day discretionaijr. Argy^b — B. Z. Willson^ Feb. ; J. W. 
ShaWy 2 days discretionary. West Galway — B. Z. WUUdrij March ; 
D M'AUister, Feb. 2d tad 8d Sabs. Ballibay— J?. Z. Willson, 
April; J. B. FSfiam^, Jan. 2d tod 8d Sabfi. DuNDAfF— i?. Z. 
WiUsonj May 1st and 2d Sabs. 
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Bev. W. Graham was appointed the moderator's, alternate to 
preach the opening sermon at next meeting. Presbytery adjourn^ 
ed to meet in the Ist Church, Newburgh, on the 8d Tuesday of 
May, at 1866, 7J P. M. J. 0. K. Millioan, 

CferA of Pteabytery 



I6Vi PEK8BTTEBT. 

The Iowa Presbytery met according to adjournment on the 3d 
of October, at Washiuffton. Rev. J. M. M'Donald was moderator. 
Rev. R. Johnson was cnosen clerk, pro tern., In the absence of Rev. 
D. M'Eee. All the ministerial members were present, with the 
exception of Revs. D. M*Kee, J. Love and R. Hutchinson — the 
latter two, through mistake of the appointed day, arrived too late. 
There was a good attendance of elders. The business before the 
court was not weighty and excited but little discussion. The spirit 
of brotherly love prevailed amongst the members, and they expe- 
rienced much kindness in the hospitality of the brethren in the 
town. The principal business was the attention required to mis- 
sionary stations and new organizations. Since last meeting a con- 
S^regation has been organized in Kossuth, and the people are urgent 
or a full supply of preaching. Albia, a new station, wishes to 
take a similar course. When it shall have been received, there 
will be nine organized congregations in the young and promising 
State of Iowa. 

Presbytery is much pressed for the want of laborers, and settled 
ministers have too much traveling to do for their own comfort and 
the good of their congregations. Presbytery received two young 
men under its care — Messrs. Willson and Wylie — ^who have made 
considerable proffress in preparatory studies with a view to the 
holy ministry. May the Head of the Church raise up many more 
to follow their example. 

It was resolved to make an effort to unfurl the Covenanted ban- 
ner in the city of Chicago, and two of the brethren have been ap- 
pointed to preach two Sabbaths there, and see what can be done 
to promote the interests of the chnrch. Presbytery renewed the . 
directions given at its last meeting to pastors to take up collections 
for the Literary Fund, and forward the amount to the treasurer. 
The Central Board was requested, owing to the scarcity of labor- 
ers, to continue its care of the missionary stations of Janesville and 
EUiota. Rev. S. M. Stevenson is directed to install Mr. Hutchiur 
son. 

A commission, consisting of Revs. Messrs. M'Donald, Stevenson, 
Cannon and Trumbull, and elders M'Elheny and Lamont, were 
appointed to act on the call from Maquoketa, and if sustained and 
accepted, give pieces of trial to the candidate. It was resolved to 
petition the Legislature respecting the oath of school directors. 
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Presbytery is to meet a^ain on the Wednesday before the meet- 
ing of Synod, at 10 o'clocTc, at Davenport 

The following appointments were made : 

Davbnpobt. — Mr. Baylis, 2d, 3d, 4th and 5th Sabs. Oct.; Sev. JR. 
B. Cannon^ 8d and 4th Sabs. Nov.; Mev. J. M. JktDonaldj 2d and 
8d Sabs. Jan.; Rev. 8. M. Stevenson^ Ist and 2d Sabs. Feb. 

Kossuth. — Rev. R. Johnson^ 3d and 4th Sabs. Oct.; Mr. BayliSj 
1st, 2d and 8d Sabs. Nov.; Rev. 8. M. 8ieven8on, all Dec; Rev. R. 
B. Cannon^ 2 Sabs., discretionary ; Rev. V. D. Trumbully 2 Sabs., 
discretionary. 

Newton. — Mr. Baylis^ 4th Sab. Nov. and 1st Sab. Dec. 

Maquokbta. — Rev. 8. M. 8teven8ony to dispense the Lord's Sapper 
on the 4th Sab. Nov., and preach on the preparation Sabbath ; 
Rev. R. Hutchison^ 3 Sabs., discretionary. 

Rev. 0. D. Trumbull is appointed, in connection with Rev. J. 
Love and elder Wm. Love, to organize a congregation at Albia, 
and moderate in a call if desired. 



EXTRACTS FROM THB HIADTES OF LAKES PRESBTTERT. 

Presbytery met in the Second Miami church, in Northwood, 
Oct. 10th, 1865. Rev. N. R. Johnston was chosen moderator, and 
P. H. Wylie, clerk. 

The commission appointed to carry out the call from the Lake 
Eliza congregation, reported that they had met in the Lake Eliza 
church, on the 9th day of September, had presented the call to the 
candidate, Mr. R. M. C. Thompson, that he had accepted it, and 
that after the usual examination, they had ordained him to the 
office of the holy ministry, and installed him in the Lake Eliza 
congregation. 

. Mr. A. W. Johnston having attended the Theological Seminary 
last winter, was received as a theological student of the 2d year. 

Messrs. W. Milroy, P. H. Wylie and M. Michel were appointed- 
an interim committee of supplies, till next meeting of Presbytery. 

According to the direction of Synod, Presbytery took up the 
subject of pastor's salaries, and settled as a minimum of country 
congregations, $600, and of city congregations, $1000. It was found 
on inquiry, that only two pastorates come up to the minimum, viz. 
Southfield, under the pastoral care of the Rev. J. S. T. Milligan, 
and Cincinnati and Cedarville, under that of the Rev. H. H. George. 
It was thought by the delegates present, that there were individu- 
als in each of the congregations not paying the minimum salary, 
who were able to pay more. 
. The following resolutions werepassed by Presbyterv : 

1st. That congregations be directed to make an effort, if possi- 
ble, to raise their pastors* salary at least to the minimum passed by 
Presbytery.; 
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2d. That in the ludgment of this court, each member of the 
church is under obligation to pay to the support of ti-od's house 
one-tenth of the yearly increase. And that pastors' should preach 
discourses to instruct the people up^ to that standard, and that ses- 
sioDS should labor to inaugurate this system. 

8d. That a committee oe appointed to prepare an address on 
the subject of the tithe, to be published ; and that Rev. J. L. 
M*Cartnev be the chairman of that committee. 

4th. That each member be directed to report his whole travel- 
ing expenses in attendine each meeting of Presbytery ; and that 
the Auditing Committee oe directed to apportion the whole travel- 
ing expenses of members attending Presbytery, among the various 
congregations in proportion to the membership. 

5fli. That this Presbytery pledges to Synod, and to the Board 
appointed by Synod to organize a school in our bounds for the ed- 
ucation of youth, and of colored teachers and missionaries, our 
hearty co-operation ; and urges our ministers and members to give 
a kind and liberal aid to their agents appointed to collect funds. 

Presbytery appointed its next meeting to be at Cedar Lake, on 
Ae 4th Tuesday of April, 1866, at 7 o'clock, P. M. 

P. H. Wylib, Qerk. 



OBITUiBIES. 



Died, July, 1864, W. Br6wn, ruling elder in the First Reformed Presby- 
terian congregation, Newburgh. Mr. Brown was in the 83d year of his age, 
and 29th of his eldership with us, when called to leave the church militant 
and join the church triumphant. He had been ordained and installed ruling 
elder in Second New York congregation, then under the pastoral oarerf 
Rev. R. Gibson. Having removed to this city, he was in 1835 installed m 
this congregation. He was a quiet, inoffensive man, steadfastly adhering to 
truth in times of defection, punctual in his attendance upon social and public 
ordinances, a sincere lover of the church. His sickness, somewhat protracted, 
was borne with Christian resignation and meekness; his death, quiet and peace- 
ful. ** Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord." 

Died, July, 1865, Robert Campbell, aged 66 years, ruling elder of the 
above congregation. Mr. C. united himself by a public profession with the 
Reformed Presbyterian Church, in 1827. He exercised office in four differ- 
ent congregations, beins; ordained and installed ruling elder in the Troy and 
Lansingburg congregation, under the pastoral care of Rev. R. M'Kee, in 1832 j 
having removed to Albany, he was in 1835 installed and acted as elder during 
his residence in that city, to 1837. In 1839 he became an officer in Colden- 
ham, and in 1852 was installed as ruling elder in the first congregation of this 
city. He was a kind husband, an affectionate father, punctual attender on 
social and public ordinances, steadfast in his adherence to truth, a true lover of 
Zion. His sickness, comparatively short, was borne with patience and resig- 
nation; his death peaceful, and preparatory to the full enjoyment of the " rest 
that remains for tiie people of God.'' 
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DiXD, Dee. 18t1i, 1864, Wm. WBianr. He was born Marcli IS, 1844, and 
was therefore a littie more than twenty years of age. Young and ardent in 
tamperament, he felt it his duty to volunteer his services to his country, which 
he did early in the year 1864. He went with his regiment, (100th P. V.) 
through the greater part of that bloody campaign of Grant, which drove the reb- 
els back to Richmond. At Cold Harbor, June 2d, 1864, he was wounded in 
the left arm. Typhoid fever and dysentery soon aflber set in. Amputation of 
the arm became necessary on Aug. 5th. These proved too much fi)r his nat- 
urally feeble constitution. He so far recovered as to be able to return home, 
but his strength continued to decline till his death. Amid all his suffering he 
continued wonderfully cheerful and hopeful — sustained by the Christian's faith 
ajid hope. In his life he was public spirited and liberal in the support of the 
cause of Christ. He died a comfortable death^ in Ml assurance of faith. 

Ro8B Point, Lawrence Co., Pa., Nov. 1865. J. G. S. 



Died, Oct. 20th, 1865, Letitia, wife of Robert Dodds, a ruling elder in 
the congregation of Union, under the pastorate of Rev. J. Galbreath. The 
deceased was born in May, 1808. She was the youngest daughter of John 
and Letitia Rowan, of Westmoreland County, Pa. She was married in 1827, 
and lived to raise a large family of children, who, so soon as they severally ar- 
rived at the proper age, through the' divine blessing on careful parental 
training, professed Christ in the church of their parents. 

The writer of this notice was intimately acquainted with Mrs. D. for more 
than forty years ; and he utters the sentiments of his heart when he says 
she was a most ezoiBent Christian woman ; her exceedingly amiable, natural 
disposition, refined and sweetened by grace, endeared her in all the relations 
8^e sustained as wife, mother and friend. 

Her youngest daughter, Mary Agnss, was removed by death, in the fif- 
teenth year of her age, seven days before, and her granddaughter, Mabt Ls- 
TITIA, was called away, aged one year, twenty days after her decease. The 
disease was dysentery^ that prevailed in the neighborhood in a malignant form. 

Circumstances coniHKsted with these trying dispensations render them pe- 
culiarly sad. Rev. R. J. Dodds with his family arrived from Syria about a 
week i^r the decease of Mrs. D. The wife of Mr. D. is the daughter of the 
deceased. Her earnest desire, after an absence of nine years, to see the beloved 
friends that she had left, may well be imagined. And we may suppose that of 
all she would think most of meeting her mother and youngest sister. But 
what a disappointment. Just when expectation was at its height, she received 
the sad tidings. The consolation is that the Lord hath done it, who doeth all 
things well. What we know not now of the loving kindness of our covenant 
God in his dealings with us, we will know hereafter. 

Be comforted, bereaved husband and children. There will be a meeting 
and a re-union of a spiritual and far higher kind than earthly. *' We know that 
if the earthly house of this tabernacle be dissolved, we ]^ve a building of God, 
a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.'' 



Georgb Boogs died in New Castle, Pa., in the fifty-first year of his age. 
He was, while but a young man, elected and ordained a ruling elder in the 
Reformed Presbyterian congregation of Pittsburgh and Allegheny. Subse- 
quen% he moved to his late place of residence, and was chosen there to rule, 
and installed into the exercise of his office. His last illness was trying, but it 
was borne with Christian resignation. He loved the Covenanted Church, and 
according to bis ability promoted her interests. He died in fiftith. 
25 
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Died, of dysentrtry, at West Bedford, Coshocton County, Oliio, the following 
children of James and Isabella M'Farland : 

Samuel Thompson, on Tuesday, Aug. 22d, 1865, after four days sickness, 
aged one year and five months. 

Robert Patbiok Hamilton, on Friday, Sept. 1st, after six days sicknesB, 
aged six years. 

Martha Elizabeth, on Sabbath, Sept. 3d, after six days sickness, aged 
seven years and eight months. 

John Knox^ on Friday, Sept. 15th, after fifteen days sickness, aged three 
years. 

Thus in the short space of less than four weeks, was the whole circle of 
sweet voices hushed in death. '* They were lovely and pleasant in their lives, 
and in their death they were not divided.'' May the God of all grace enable 
the sorely bereaved parents to say, '^ The Lord hath given and the Lord hath 
taken away ; blessed be the name of the Lord." And since they cannot return 
to us, let us so live that in our departing we may ascend to those bright abodes 
where we hope they now dwell. 
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Tbi ELBMiinra oi Moral Scienob. Bj Francis Wayland, D. D., LL. D., late Pres- 
ident of Brown University, and Professor of Moral Philosophy. Revised and 
improved edition. Boston': Gould k Lincoln, 69 Washington St. K. Y. : Sheldon 
k Co. Oincinnati : G. S. Blanchard k Go. 1865. 12mo , pp. 396. For sale bj 
Smith k English, No. 23 N. 6th St., Philadelphia. 

This volume needs no recommendation, beyond the announce- 
ment of its appearance. It is now thirty years since the appear- 
ance of the first edition, and during that period it has been the 
most acceptable text-book in ethics that the country has pro- 
duced. The present edition acquires additional value, from the 
fact that it was revised by the venerable author shortly before 
his death, and embodies the results of his latest and most mature 
studies. 

The Biblical Repositobt and Princeton ReyieW. 

The October number is just received. Its articles are : 1. The 
First Miracle of Christ. 2. Eugenie and Maurice de Guerin. 3. 
Hafijiology and Hagiolatry of Bomanigim. 4. Unitarian Annals. 
5. •The late National Congregational Council. 6. The Princeton 
Review on the State of the Country. We have glanced hastily 
over the last article, curious to see what is said m reply to the 
strictures in the Banner and other papers on the notice of the late 
General Assembly in the preceding number. We find Wily an 
iteration of former declarations, some of them absurd enough. 
The editor evidently has no disposition to grapple with the argu- 
ments of thoqo who dispute the soundness of his views. He deals 
in generalities, asserting for the most part what no one denies, 
but what IB far from touching the points in question. He still man- 
tains that slavery is not necessarily sinful. We trust he will find 
few to agree witk him. 
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The Riblk Hand Book, aa Introductioa to the Stu Scriptnre. Bj Joseph 

Angus, D. D. Keyised edition, with illustrations, x James S. Glaxton, 60 

Chestnut street. For sale at the United Presbytei >sitory, Third street, 
Pittsburgh. ' 

Several years as^o we procured a copy of a foi 2r edition of this 
book, and found it deserving of the commendation it had received 
from the press. We are glad that a new edition has been issued, 
and we doubt not it will have ready sale. One excellence of it is 
that it exhibits the results of the latest criticisms in small bounds. 
It is multum in parvo. To students we consider it indispensable. 

From Egbert Carter & Brothers, 530 Broadway, New York. 

Thr Parables Read in tfir Light of thb Pbesent DA7 By Thomas Guthrie, D. D., 
author of the Gospel in Ezekiel, and other works. 

It is almost enough to say that a book on the above subject has 
come from the pen of Dr. Guthrie, to send purchasers by scores to 
the booksellers to procure it. Unlike Trench, he deals less with 
the literal of the parables, and more with their spiritual significance. 
The style is easy and attractive, and the reading of the very best 
kind. It will suit well for a New Year's present to a friend. 

The World.— Walks from Eden. By the author of Wide, Wide World. 

We have here Bible history from the creation till the times of 
Abraham, presented in an easy conversational style. An uncle 
and three or four nephews, and niece, are made to talk over the 
incidents recorded in the sacred records in a sprightly and intcitist- 
ing manner. The book is well suited to stimulate inquiry iuto the 
facts narrated in the Scriptures. ' 

BiBLB BriT3^!»iN0fl. By Rev. Richard Newton, D. D., author of Rills from the Foun- 
tain of Life, and other works. 

Those who have read other books written by this author, will 
need no commendation of this one. To others we say, Bible Bless- 
ings is a book that no one can read in aright spirit without benefit. 
It exhibits the benefits of the religion of Chirst, in ten di'sconraPS, 
each on a text that contains a declaration of blessedness. 

The Lost Citilt^, a Ballad of English Life: and the Romanok or the Mallek Slkdu. 
By MrH. Scwcll, author of Mother's Last Words, &c. 

We have here two tlirilling narratives presented in a simple and 
affecting poetic dress. Our young folks will read this book with 
eagerness. 

Turning a Niw Leaf, or the Story of Cliarles Terry. By tiie author of V.'iu and 
Wear. 

The story told in this book is well suited to interest and protit 
young readers. Turning a new leaf is a gic-at matter to tho^^e' who 
fail to start right. Uow it is to be dono, may bo learned in this 
volume. 

All tlie above books from the pros'^ of R. Carter fcBros., cnii be 
obtained from Davis, Clarke & Co., corner of Wood and Diamond 
streets, Pittsburgh. 
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True. — Somtf" '^ people are inclined to contemplation wlicn 
the call is urgei^', , if stirring activity. Such persons might we'J 
be reminded of ^what a zealous layman from the West onoe said 
to an old church at the East : " You sit here and * sing yourselves 
away to everlasting bliss ;' but I tell you, you are wanted a gn-at 
deal more out in Illinois than you are in heaven." And a^e not 
many of our Christian friends who love to read and think about 
"the glory to be revealed/* and who sometimes are longlri^ior 
the rest above, wanted a great deal more in the Sabbath schod mut) 
they are in heaven ? — Christian Intelligencer. 

The Happy Combination. — There is nothing purer thai: tritl. 
nothing sweeter than charity, nothing warmer than love, uotiuiig 
brighter than virtue, and nothing more steadfast than faith. These 
united in one mind form the purest, sweetest, richest. b'Jiihtest, 
holiest, and most enduring happiness. A study of Paurs u 'vict 
to the Philippian Christians (rhil. 4 : 8) will serve to heM and 
strengthen these graces in the soul. 

Sowing Light. — A blind girl came to her pastor, and giive bin 
twenty-seven francs (?5.40) for missions. Astonished at this large 
sum, the minister said, " You are a poor blind girl ; is it possible 
that you can spare so much for missions." "True," said m; •, I 
am blind, but not so poor, as you, perhaps, think ; and i cur. 
prove that I can spare this money sooner than those thut si-e. ' 
The minister wanted to*hear it proved. "I am a basket ni'kt'i," 
answered the girl ; '' and as I am blind, I make my ba.sketJ^ a ;• isv 
in the dark as with a light. Other girls have, during h.^y \v;n:f*r. 
spent more than twenty-seven francs for light. I had no sr.«.' i e::- 
pense, and can, therefore, bring this money for the poor liv ubon 
and missionaries.'' — From the Crcrman. 

IIfiaven is a day without a cloud to darken it, and witlicut u 
night to end it. 

We should not forget that life is a flower, which is no -ooug' 
fully blown than it begins to wither. 

TirouGH the church's enemies may be waves to toss lior, ye: 
they shall never be rocks to split her. 

If this world were our abiding place we might complain that it 
nuikos oar bed so hard; but it is only our night quanon- c- i 
journey, uud who can expect home comforts. 

Saints are not so much afraid of suftering as they are of si:ning: 
in sutforingthe offense is done to us, but in sinning the oiri?>o in 
donij to God. 

Such is the blessing of a benevolent heart that, let the world 
frow'} as it will, it cannot possiblv bereave it of all happiness, ^iace 
it can rejoice in the prosperity of others. 



